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PREFACE. 


I T had long been very generally .supposed that St. Helena was 
a rocky and unproductive island ; mostly devoid of soil ; scantily 
supplied with water ; subject to severe and unusual droughts; 
abountfing with rats, and wholly incapable of extensive cultiva- 
tion, or iniproveinent. 

Whether these notions have originated with early writers, or 
in hearsay information of passing visitors, or in wilful misrepre- 
sentation to answer particular ends, it is unnecessary in this place 
to enquire. It will be sufficient to observe, that they were very 
prevalent, both in England and at 8t. Helena, at the period of 
my a|)pointment to tlie Government ; and that soon after my 
arrival, having reason to believe they were neither supported by 
facts nor appearances, I considered it my duty fully to inves- 
tigate the whole ; so as to ascertain whether or not those obstacles 
to improvement really did exist. 

The means that were pursued will be found interspersed 
throughout the first part of this Work. The results have been 
most .satisfactory ; for they have not only exposed the fallacy of 
all such notions, but have most clearly demonstrated that many 
parts of St. Helena, so far from being desolate and barren, are 
pre-eminently fertile ; that the island, in general, is capable of 
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the highest improvements, both in the cultivation of corn, and 
all sorts of vegetables ; and in raising valuable plantations of 
fruit and timber trees. 

Being aware that investigations of this nature could only be 
interesting to a few, and that there are certain points on ^hich 
information will naturally be ex|)ected in a work treating of 
St. Helena, I have tln*refore endeavoured to adapt it to a more 
general class of reatlers. Accordingly, I have prefixed an Intro- 
ductory Chapter, which comprises (ieological Facts, tending to 
illustrate the primary formation of the island ; Observations on 
its Mineral and Vegetable Productions ; Soil and (Jlimate, and 
Seasons; capabilities of Iniproveinent, and on its singular 
►Strength and Security as a Military Sl.ation. 

These additional subjects, together with a detailed account of 
the Mutiny in 1811 (the oidy historical event deserving notice 
■since tlie year 1808), and a List of Indigenous and Exotic Plants 
growing at St. Helena, and some other matters contained in the 
Appendix, will put the reader in fidl possession of every mate- 
rial fact that has come to my knowledge, or that has occurred, 
during my residence of five years. The whole is illustrated by 
Six Views of the most interesting parts, and by a (jeological Plan 
and Filevation. 1 therefore indulge a hope, that this attempt to 
convey to the pul)li<- more just ideas of this extraordinary 
island, may prove acreplable. 

The Jjist of Plants, ora Flora of the island, was cominKnicated 
by my deceased friend Doctor Iloxbuigli, a few days before his 
death. It is therefore the last work of that indefatigable botanist ; 
whose meritorious exertions in improving botanical science, and 
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in applying it to useful ecoviQUiieal purposes, are well known to 
the public. 

The Views are engraved by that excellent artist Mr. W. 
Daniell, from the drawings of my friend Samuel Davis, Esq. 
They are most faithful repre.sentations, and are peculiarly vabi- 
able, as illustrations of the geological and military observations. 

The Plan and Elevation of the Island are compiled from the 
Survey, and the measurement of' lieights, taken by Major 
Rennell ; and from some other. documents. 

In a book entitled “ Tracts,” 1 did not deem it neces.sary to 
touch upon the histoiy of St. Helena : I wished al.so to preserve 
uniformity, l>y confining this work whofhf to subjects that have 
never yet a{q)eared before the pnblie; ; and to prevent enlarging 
it beyond the bounds I had prescribed. To those who are 
desirous of information upon the localities of the island, from 
the period of its discovery to the year 1807, 1 beg to recommend 
to their perusal Mr. Hrooke’s- History of St. Helena, published in 
1808 ; winch is drawn from the most authentic .sources, and is 
replete witli accurate information. 

In attempting to introduce improvements upon an island 
wliere the arts of agriculture were little understood ; where lands 
were cultivated by manual labour, without the aid of animals; 
and where prejiuliijes in favour of old customs were strong, it 
was obvious there could be no hope of amendment without the 
evidence of succe.ssful examples. 

It was therefore neces.sary to have recourse to experiments. 

, Ploughs, and other implements were intro<luced ; the labouring 
popuiafion was increased l)y tlie intriMliiction of about three hun- 
dred Clnne.se ; an^ an improved .sy.sleni of husbandry was carried 
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duals ; the Company’s slaves ; ai\d free blacks. It was intended 
to have .shewn the actual augmentation during a period of nine- 
teen years, that is, since 1793 : but, npon examining the lists in 
my possession, it was found that, until the year 1803, the Com- 
pany’s slaves and free blacks were excluded. On this account I 
have been obliged to confine the comparison to the period be- 
tween the years 1803 and 1812 ; by which there appears to have 
been an increase of 148 from a stock of 1539 men, women, and 
children. {See AppendiK ll,). 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER, AND DESCRIPTION 

OF THE PLATES. 

J James Town, St. Helena, to fact* the Title page. 

On the ?e<l is Rupert's Hill, at the hasc of’ which arc seen several 
buildiii'js on the wharf. Tow’ards tlie centre is l lie fltair d’ean battery , 
behind which stands the Governor’s town residence, called the 
Castle. ’Po the ri^lit of the castle is the church atnl other buildings in 
the town. The mountain on the liglit is laidder Hill, surmounted by 
fortifications ; which com|>lct< ly command the town and anchorage. 

11. . . . James Town and Ladder Hu e, tn face the first imge of the 

Introductory (Uiapler. 

This View is taken from the wharf It also repres<aits the flour 
d’eau batf ery, and the same buildings behind il, as in No. 1. ; together 
with the commanding fort of Lachh't- Hill, and the zitr-zair roads 
leading to it from the town. 'I'he white object on the right, a little 
way up the hill, and just above the bow of the boat, is Patton a 
Battery. 

HI. T HE Lines across the Front op James J'own, to face page lxx,vviii 

Tins View is taken from the. west extreme' of tlu; lines, 'riic declina- 
tion of the strata of Rn[»erl’s Hill is accurately represented, which 
could not be shewn in the two preceding Views, owing to the farther 
parts of the hills receding from the point of sight. On the left 
extreme is Munden’s Battery, with a flag upon it; and along the 
wharf is nearly a f ront view of the several houses, store-rooms, and 
cranes. . * 

JV. James Town view'ed from the Road to Lonowood,A< /« ccpo.yc 58. 

This View conveys a perfect idea of the position of James Tow n, 
situated in a narrow valley betweeti two hills. On the left is Ladder 
Hill, willi its fortifications, opposite to which is Rupert’s Hill. Tin; 



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER, &c. 


XIX 


whole fif tli(‘ [lath, which leads from llie lown, is completely corn- 
maiidc'.l l)y tlif cannon of Ladder Hill, Saddle Battery, and High 
Knoll. The last fori is not seen, but it is situated about 400 yards 
on the left of the point from which this V'^iew is taken. 

V. The Watrrfaix at the Head of James’s Vai.lky, to face page 110. 

This is a beautiful object close to, and within sight of the Briars, at 
present the residence of William JBalcombe, Esq. The mountain of 
High Knoll rising abruptly at the distance of about four hundred 
yards from the Briars, and the opposite craggy hill, give a wildness 
and grandeur to this .scenery which surpasses every other on this 
romantic island. 

VI View towards Sandy Bay, to face page 200. 

In the fore-ground is Mount 'Pleasant^ the country residence of W. 
W. Doveton, E.sq. On the left of his dwelling is a singular perpen- 
dicular rock of great height, named Lott. The back-ground of this 
view is composed of ruggeil and barjen hills, totally denuded, 
although it appears by the official records, that in former times they 
abounded with ebony trees. . It is remarkable that on the summit of 
Lott, some trees remain which have escaped the depredations of the 
goats. 

VII. Geoeooical Plan and* Elevation of St. Helena, to face page 292. 

The Plan is compiled from Major Rennell’s Survey, and other docu- 
ments. The elevation represents the altitudes, above the sea. ac- 
cording to his measurements ; which are as follows. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


1 HE Island of St. Helena being extremely remote from all con- 
tinental land and other islands,* and so very singular in its 
appearance and structure, has been justly considered a proper 
subject for philosophic investigation. 

Of its primary formation ‘different opinions are entertained. 
Some ascribe its elevation above the surface of the ocean, wholly 
to subterranean operations : whilst others contend, from the 
striking dissimilarity between the exterior and interior parts, 
that it is the remnant of a large island, of which the greater part 
has been sunk under water by the force of earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 

Although conjectures of this sort are sometimes founded upon 
rather a superficial view of things, and without that knowledge 
of facts which can alone dead to probable conclusions, yet, from 
all I have observed, during a residence of five years, it seems to 
me that the last of these conjectures, which i^ that adopted by 
Mr. Forster, is the most plausible. 

If this conjecture could by auy means be satisfactorily verified 
from the facts I am about to relate (some of which have hitherto 
wholly escaped notice) it seems to me that it would be highly 

St. Helena is distant 1 200 miles Ironi the Coast of Africa; 1800 irom South America ; 
600 from the Isle of Ascension ; and 1200 from Tristan d'Acunha and Gough’s island. 

b 
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important in the progress of geology. It is well known tliat 
islands have emerged from the sea ;* but we have no record (ex- 
cepting the tradition of the Atlantica Insula) of the immersion 
of any large portion of . land by the effects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 

In viewing the hills on the east and west sides of James’s 
Town from the anchorage, particularly the north end of Ladder 
Hill, we observe numerous strata rising from the base to the 
summit (600 feet above the level of the sea) which bear evident 
marks that the whole of this huge mass, extending several hun- 
dre<l yards to the westward, has been formed by a long series of 
floating lava. 

The extreme ends of the strata on the coast, are placed hori- 
zontally : but upon examining the sides of the hills, the lava 
seems to have descended, at a depression of about 20 degrees, 
and apparently from a crater somewhere about the site of the 
waterfall.! 

Of this crater no positive vestige remains : yet there are some 
appearances which might lead to a supposition th.it the present 
waterfall may have been its southern edge, or extremity — that it 
was bounded on the north-west by High Knoll, and that sub- 
sequently to the formation of that mountain and Ladder Hill, 
some tremendous explosion opened a chasm, extending from the 
sea to the waterfall, and at the same moment, by tearing away. 


^ III the year 1707 three or lour islands were, by some violent convulsion, produced in 
the most southerly part of the Arehipehigo. The largest of these fs called SanUmniy and 
is as large as St. Helena, being ten leagues in* circumference : but in other respects it 
seems totally different, being a rock of pumice stone, covered with only nine or twelve 
inches of earth. 

t An exact representation of the waterfall is given in Plate 11. The summit is 1250 
leet above the level of the sea. The stream descends uninterruptedly, 260 feet. 
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and precipitating, a large portion of High Knoll into the crater, 
may have extinguished it. 

This conjecture is at least plausible (if not clearly verified) by 
the appearance of High Knoll. The western side is sloping, and 
the base of that part (extending more than 1200 yards from north 
to south) rests upon the surface of Ladder Hill ; whilst the eastern 
side is a stupendous precipitous cliff, the foot of which stands in 
James’s Valley, at least 260 feet lower than the opposite base on 
Ladder Hill. In short, High Knoll, which rises 1903 feet above the 
level of the sea, i.s decidedly but a fragment of what it has originally 
been.^ One third at least of this mountain has been precipitated 
to the eastward, apparently close to the water-fall, and info that 
very spot whence the eruptions of lava seem to have proceeded, 
and afterwards descended, even to the northern extremity of 
Ladder Hill : a distance of 3000 yards. The disruption of High 
Knoll has exposed to view many layers of lava, from the ba.se 
almost to the summit, which may be traced throughout the whole 
distance to the north extreme of Ladder Hill. Hence it seems 
reasonable to infer that High Knoll was raised by the eruptions 
of a volcano. 

The strata on the e^ist side of Ladder Hill point directly to 
High Knoll and the waterfall ; and it is remarkable that there are 
several layers near to High Knoll, high up the cliffs, from which 
salt springs ooze, and more especially during the rainy seasons. 
These layers have the same declination as the other strata. 

There is moreover a very singular vein of red clay on the eastern 
side, apd near the summit of Xadder Hill (two hundred yards 
above the level of the sea) which corresponds in dimensions, ele- 
vation, and colour, with another vein on theopprisite hill. Several 
strata of slimy mud, very strongly impregnated with marine salt, 
are also to be seen on the same face of Ladder Hill ; one at the 
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perpendicular height of 30, and another at 300 feet. Hence it 
may be inferred, more especially from the correspondency of the 
veins of red clay, that some violent convulsion has laid open the 
chasm which is now called James’s Valley. 

Although, from all these circumstances, it seems almost demon- 
stratively certain that the hills on each side of James’s Valley 
have been gradually raised by eruptions from a volcano, succeeded 
some time after by tremendous shocks, yet upon viewing many 
other parts of the coast, and the interior of the island, we find no 
such decisive indications from which a similar deduction can be 
formed : but there are many indubitable proofs of considerable 
agitations, or changes, apparently unaccompanied with volcanic 
eruption. 

The most plausible arguments in support of Mr. Forster’s 
opinion, “ that St. Helena has undergone a great and total 
“ change from a volcano and earthquake, which perhaps sunk the 
“ greatest part of it in the sea” may be adduced from the cir- 
cumstances of the Great Wood ; now called the Plain of Long 
Wood and Dead Wood. 

This plain, comprising 1500 acres of fine land, is elevated 
2000 feet above the sea, and slopes geiitly towards the south- 
east. In former times it was covered with wood, and was there- 
fore called “ The Great Wood.” So late as the year 1716, there 
were many trees upon it : but in 1724 the old trees had mostly 
fallen ; and, as goats and hogs were at that time suffered to range, 
all the young trees were devoured. It appears also by the 
official records that the trees were, unexpectedly, some years after, 
succeeded by indigenous wire grass ;* which now spreads over 
its whole extent. 

* On the consultation dated the 4th March, 1724, it is stated that grass was well groVvn 
on the Great Wood— and the Government ordered cattle to be pastured there : but on 
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How this extensive: and beautiful plain could have escaped in 
a general deva.station, is a question not easily to be solved. Its 
gen»l^ slope, and smooth and even surface, and its fertility, 
present so striking a contrast to all the surrounding parts, that 
one might be disposed to believe it a remnant of primitive land, 
which has remained, untouched and unshaken, amidst all those 
dreadful convulsions which have agitated and overturned every 
thing in its vicinity : or it might, with some plausibility, be con- 
sidered a part of “ those countries where the earth appears in a 
“ rude state — where every place capable of producing trees is 
“ totally covered with wood.” f 
About a mile and a half to the eastward of Long Wood House, 
there are the remains of many gum-wood trees. Nothing is left 
but the roots and a few inches of bark. Wherefore, it seems 
highly probable that the Great Wood may have been of much 
larger extent ; and that it also covered the flat piece of land be- 
tween Lona Wood and the sea: in tins case, the whole of the 
Great Wood must have occupied a space of not le.ss than two 
thousand acres. 

It seems to me that the circumstances of this plain may be of 
some importance to the science of geology ; because it aflbrds a 
curious and singular contrast, and comparison, with every other 
part of the island If such a comparison were undertaken by a 
skilful geologist, it might lead to some valuable discoveries ; or, 
at least, plausible deductions — not merely concerning the original 
formation ol St. Helena, but of islands in general. 

tbr 1 1 th of the same rt onth it is further stated that this information was not correct — ^and 
thr cattit* w. re Hccordingly ordered to he removed. These are curious facts, since they 
trace ih cha * whi^ h this n markable spot of land has undergone : for now, this for- 
merly I ak tl lain viifter the trees had fallen) is covered with a fine sward, and is la come 
the fmest piece of pasture on the island. t Buifon. 



VI 


INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


The first notice on record of this plain, is by Governor Roberts ; 
who, in a minute of consultation, dated the 9th of April, 1711, 
denominates it, “ that glorious plain — the finest I ever saw in 
“ my life, any where.” 

It is afterwards more particularly described by the (iovernor 
and Council on the IGth October, 1716, in their minutes of a 
consultation held upon the spot. 

“ The Governor and Council met here by appointment. We 
“ find the place, called the Great Wood, in a flourishing condi- 
“ tion, full of young trees, where the hogs (of which there is a 
“ great abundance) do not come to root them up : but the Great 
“ Wood is miserably lessened and destroyed within our memories; 

and is not near the circuit and length it Avas. We believe it 
“ does not contain less now than fifteen hundred acres of fine 
wood land and good ground ; there are no springs of water 
“ but what are salt or brackish ; which we take to be the reason 
“ that this part was not inhabited when the people first chose out 
“ their settlements and made plantations: but if wells could be 
“ sunk,* which the Governor says he will attempt when we have 
“ more hands, we should then think it the most pleasant, and 
“ healthiest part of the island. But as to healthiness we don’t 
“ think ’twill hold so, if the wood that keeps the land warm were 
“ destroyed ; for then the rains, which are violent here, would 
“ carry away the upper soil ; and it being a clay marlef under- 
“ neath it would produce but little.J As it is, we think in case 

* The sloping snifnce of Dead VViv.d is pec uliarly favounihle for collecting water into 
tanks or reservoirs. The means of collecting it*'in the driest parts of the island arc ex- 
plained in Section XXIX. page 198. 
t This is a mistake : tlierc is no sort of marie on the island. 

J I'his conjecture has proved to be erroneous ; the grass binds the soil, wliicit is not in . 
(he least afleeted by the heaviest rains. 
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“ it were enclosed, it might be greatly improved ; but doing that 
“ would require many hand.s, the stone, most of it being to be 
“ brought a good distance,* — but the ground being near to a 
“ level for above five hundred acres of it, carts may be used. The 
“ enclosing the whole, we think, would be too great an attempt 
“ to begin at once ; yet we think nothing more j)roper than to 
“ enclose some of the best part, for when once this wood is gone 
“ the island will soon be ruined.” 

No traces of lava nor shells are to be seen on this plain, nor 
under its surface : throughout its whole extent there is seldom to 
be found a stone, of any sort, larger than a walnut: but in dig- 
ging ditches for the fences at Long Wood, we lately discovered 
considerable beds of small stones resembling gravel. They are, 
however, a sort of soft iron ‘stone, easily pulverised: some are 
close to the surface, others a foot or two underneath ; and it has 
been observed that the crops are always more exuberant where 
the soil is intermixed with these .stones. 

The plough might therefore range over at least 1‘iOO acres of 
this plain, wifliout meeting with the .smallest impediment. The 
soil is excellent, and, in many place.s, of great depth. This was 
ascertained by the Lieutenant Governor, who resided there .some 
years ago, in making an unsuccessful attempt to find water. In 
a ravine, many feet below the surface of the plain, he dug a pit 
80 feet deep : in which nothing was found but the .same fine soil, 
composed of mould and friable clay. 

Indeed, if we may judge from a deep ravine, which partly 
divides the plains of Long Wopd and Dead Wood, the soil and 
suLstratum of friable clay in this part of the island may very 

* It is remarkable that upon the eastern side of this rocky island,” there are no good 
tjharries : the only stone to be found, and that is a mile to the westward of Lonjj Wood, 
is a kind of indurated clay. 
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possibly be several htindred feet deep. This ravine has evidently 
been formed by torrents oi rain, which, in the course of ages have 
opened a large hollow, more than 500 feet across, and about 150 
deep ; the sides of this hollow expose to view an infinite number 
and variety of beautiful layers of coloured earths, which are 
supposed to be of volcanic origin. I am, however, inclined to 
believe that tlie colours are only superficial : this will be noticed 
hereafter. 

But, it is not merely in this eastern part of the island that 
there is soil of extraordinary depth. At the Plantation House, 
the country residence of the Governor, which is 17tK) feet above 
the sea, and four miles west from Long Wood, I ascertained to the 
depth of 25 feet, that the soil is uniformly of the same fine quality 
as the upper stratum ; and probably it may be so to a far greater 
depth. 

These accounts of the depth of soil, and of the fine plain of 
Long Wood and Dead Wood, will no doubt surprise many who 
have been taught to believe, that “ St. Helena is a barren and 
“ unproductive rock indeed it will be seen by many facts stated 
in the first part of this work, that its lands, of which 2 6r 3000 
acres might be ploughed with the greatest facility (and even 
much more brought into cultivation) are not inferior in the pro- 
duction of wheat and every other grain, and of potatoes and all 
sorts of esculents, to the very best lands in Europe.* The annual 
produce is indeed much greater, on account of the certainty of 
two seasons of rain, and two harvests in the year. 

From what has been noticed of .the depth of soil, it seefns at 
least probable that neither the plain of Long Wood and Dead 
Wood, nor the lands in the vicinity of Plantation House, have 
ever been touched by volcanic eruptions : otherwise some traces 

• Sec Appendix III. 
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would at this day have remained ; and notwithsf andina; there be 
evident marks of some parts of the exterior boundary <»f St. 
Helena having been formed Iiy lava, and afterwards rent ojien 
and changed by subterraneous convulsion, yet, upon the whole, 
there ajipears to be strong grouinls for supposing that the finest 
parts of the interior are the remnants of primitive land. 

Although the plain above mentioned ap[»ears to have escaped 
in the general devastation, yet • in its vicinity are evident traces 
of the most terril).^. agitations. I’iie Devil . s Paneh Bov l,* on 
the west — numerous dreary and barren conical hills on the north, 
between the plain and the sea, and the deep chasms at Turk’s 
Cap, and Prosperous Bay, are indubitable proofs that all ihose 
parts have been violently convulsed : bat perhaps the most un- 
accountable of the whole is, -that amiilst so much disorder and 
confusion there shouhl remain a |>iece of level laud which measures 
200 acres. 

This remarkable spot is situated a. little to the south of the 
Great AV’ood, and half a mile west from the promontory on which 
the i*rosperom> Bay teh'graph is ere<-ted. It is elevated o or (>00 
t'eet above the level o‘ the sea,; and i.s encompassed by low hills 
on the south and east, and rather open towards the other points. 
Tlu' soil is mud, and very strongly impregnated with salt ; nothing 
grows upon it Imt marine plants. A water-spout whicli deluged 
the island in March 1780, left a sheetof water, whicli lay upon this 
flat for five or six days alterwards. How so large a portion 
of land could have been mised to ,so great an elevation, without 

• Til? Devil’s I’lineli Bowl exteiuli neatly from Hallcy’.s mount to Tionjr Wood. It is 
nil immense hollow whieh, in certain points of view, assumes a circular apjicaranec ; and 
hence its name. It is 1000 y.ards from cast to west, 700 across, and about 2.' j 0 yards in 
depth. The sides are steep, excepting on the west, where there is some projecting laud, 
on which stand a house and garden. It is the head of Jluperl’s Valley, 
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deranging its original level seems to l>e more inevplioahletliaii the 
lormation of all the surrounding parts. Tliese are indeed nothing 
more than what is common to many islands, ainl to many other 
parts of the terrestrial globe. The corresponding strata ot tlie 
opposite shores of Britain and Franc^e, leave.no room to dovd)f but 
they were once united. The stratum of shells and mud on the 
hills at Agrigenliuu, three miles from tlie harbour, and PiOO feet 
above the sea, the oyster-.shell.s found on the high mountains in 
.Jamaica, the fossil liones of elejdiants found by Mr. linmboldt, 
on the Andes, 3280 yards altove the level of the sea, and many 
other instances that might bt; addu<*ed, serve only to furnish most 
inconlestablc proof that this glolte lias undergone many surpris- 
ing changes since it was first created. 

There are some other cirtmmstances which seem to have escajied 
the notice of those who have written upon St. Helena, arising 
probably from having taken too short a time to ex|>lore it ; or 
from not Vieing able to obtain information. Their accounts hav(; 
certainly led to several erroneous impressions. 

For my <»wn [lart, I perfectly recollect the idea L liad formed ot 
this place before I resideil upon it. T considered it nuaely as a 
rocky island, rising' uhrnpthf out of the ocean, and having an 
unfathomable depth all around it ; exccjiting at James’s Bay and 
Sandy Bay, Avhere the ancliorage grounds, a.s I tlien imagined, 
had lieeii formed liy the deposition of soil washed down by the 
rains. 

Such were my own ideas iVom the accounts I had reatl and 
heart! ; and as I have verv strong reason to believe that this is the 
general notion of St. Helena, at the |>resent time, it is proper 1 
should enter a little more intuits local and physical circumstances. 

That part of St. Helena, which is elevated above water, measures 
lOj miles long, broad, and is 28 miles in circumference. The 
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coast is on all sides formed by stupendous and almost perpendi- 
cular clids. rising’ to the height of from six to more than twelve 
hvindred feet. The principal accessible inlets are at James’s 
Town, Rupert’s Hay, Lemon Valley and Sandy’ Hay: all these 
hare Ireen strongly fortified. Several reefs of rocks, called ledges, 
jut out, tvo file distance of two to four miles ; others are detached, 
some cosnuf'iicing at half a mile or more ; and there is one in 
parti('ular called “ New Ledge I'^ishing Hank,” wluese outei 
edge, or extremity, is said lo Ire not less than nine miles distant 
from the coast. . The sojindings, at the farthest part, are 15 to 
70 fathoms. 

Hesides tliese Ledges there an’ several detached rocks or small 
islands at a little distance ; of which the principal are Lg’g Jslnud, 
Speen/, and deorge ti Jslantl. /\ll these, except ing the last, 
Avhi< h is on the south-east, are situated to the west or soutli-west ; 
and as the New Ledge, which is the largest of the Ledges, or fish- 
ing banks, trends in that direction, if may be jnesuined that this 
's als(» the direction of the higher part of‘ the pr*)jecting base of 
lltt island undci' wafer. 

!ji !es[jeet to tbe d» pfi) of w’af<;r on flic sonlb and east, I havt 
no particular informati<ui — perhaps being to windward of the 
islainl, and ne>t so convenient to the fishing boats, may be tbe 
reason that those parts have not heen 'lithei to exjdored. 

Aecording to a minute survey , taken l>y Captain Austin of the 
Royal Navy, along the northern face of the island, the hottom of 
the sea, I'xfending from Flag-staffHay to llorse-pasliire Point, 
comprising about KJ square mil^s, shelves very^ gradually. Three 
miles north of tlie coast at Flag-siuJf 'Xhevn is ground at 82 fathoms ; 
and at three-quarters of a mile from Horse-past tire, there are 30 
fiktlioms. It appears also by this survey that the bottom is in 
general, smooth and even ; consisting of mud, mud and shells. 
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sand with specks, liere and there coral, and at one or two places, 
rock. But, in .sounding' to the westward the surface was found 
by Captains Cowan and Beviile* more irregiilar ; and apparently 
resembling the surface of the island, consisting of hollows and 
ridges. 

Hence it is evident that this island, resting upon a base, which 
extends a< least 2*'!) miles from east to west, is not “ a rock rising 
“ abruptly,” as had been erroneously supposed ; but is rather the 
pinnacle of a prominence in the bed of the ocean, gradually 
ascending, from unfathomable depths, to 2700 feet .above water: 
which is the elevation of Diana’s Peak, the highest mountain on 
the islaml. 

This deduction .seems consonant to the opinions of some theo- 
rists, who have considered “ islands as the tops of lofty mountains ; 

the eminences of a great continent, converted into islands by a 
“ tremendous concu.ssion of nature but wliether the circinn- 
stances, above stated, may be in any way useful to geologists, or 
whether they may throw further light upon the <nigin and for- 
mation of islands, or lead to new conjectures njion the probable 
site of tlie Atlantieo. Insula, mentioned by Plato, to have been 
partially destroyed by an earthquake and deluge, I .shall not 
presume to say. 

If, however, any large island ever did exi.st in the part of the 
Atlantic under consideration, it might be inferred, according to 
those theorists, that the islands of Si. Helena, Ascension, Sax~ 
embcr^-, Tristan d'Acunkn, and Gough’s Island, may have been 
its “ lofty mountains and eminences and that the whole space 
within that chain of islands, which is 18(K) miles in length, and 
about 500 in breadth, has been sunk into the sea. 

* Conimandcrs of the Cainperclown cutter, 
t L’Abb6 Kaynal, L’Abbc Pluche, and others. 
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Tt is very reinarkable, anti welJ deserving tlie attention of 
naturalists, that a species of guiii*wood tree ( Conyza gimwifera ), 
which is indigenous to the climate of St. Helena, and whicii lias 
not, I believe, been iliscovered upon the opposite contiiieul of 
Africa, has been -found upon Gough's Island and Tristan 
d'Acunha. 1 have in in}' ])Ossession a skete-h of the Island of 
Saxemlterg, upon which some trees are also represented ; of 
what sort 1 am not informed. ISnt,.if it should l)e ascertained 
hereafter, that they are of the same species as those on tin* other 
three islands, .this might bean atlditional reason for snj)|)osing 
that all those islands, and j)erha|>s Ascension, which has now no 
trees upon. it, may have been, at some remote period, united. 

It’ the [lossibility of tins <‘oniiection be, lor a moment, admitted, 
the (jiiestiou of immersion, according to M. liutfon’s hyjwthesis, 
might rea<lily be solved. “ History,” says this celebrated natu- 
ralist, “ informs us of inundations and deluges of an extensive 
“ nature. Ought not all this to convince us, that the surface of 
“ the earth has experieuced va ry great revolutions? Let us sup- 
“ pose, for ex^nnple, that the old and new worhls were formerly 
“ but one continent ; and that, bv an earthquake, the ancient 
“ Atlantis <»f Plato was sunk ; the consequence of this mighty 
“ rev«dution must necessarily l)e, that the sea wouhl rush in from 
“ all quarters, and forni.what is now called the Atlantic Ocean.” 

Having now adverted to such circumstances as appear to sub- 
stantiate tlie opinion entertained by .iMr. Forster, that St. Helena 
must have existed above water, befoie it had a volcano, and was 
afterv^ards violently changed, .and partiy subverted by subterra- 
neous lire, it may be proper to shew in what manner this writer 
supports and illustrates that opinion by the apjiearances of Ascen- 
sion and 8t. Helena. 

The dreariness of Asceimon,” says Mr. Forster, “ surpassed 



XIV 


INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


all the liorrors ol‘ Easter Island, and Terra del Fue^o, even 
“ withont the assistanee of snow. It w as a rninons heap of rocks, 
“ changed l»y the fire of a volcano. Nearly in the centre of the 
“ island, rises a broad, white mountain of ,i>reat lieii*ht,on which 
we discovered some verdure l)y the hel|» an our glasses, from 
“ whence it has obtained the name of (ireen Moantain. On land- 
“ ing, w e ascended among heaps of Idaek cavernous stone, w hich 
“ perfectly res<‘inbles the most connnon lavas of Vesiwins and 
“ leeland ; and of which the broken pieces looked as if they had 
“ l>een accumulated by art. The lava currents, cooling very 
“ suddenly, may easily l)e imagined to producr- such an ‘effect . 
“ Having ascended about fifteen yards perpendicular, we found 
“ ourselves on a great level plain of six or eight miles in circuit ; 
“ in one corner of which, w e observed a large hill of an exact 
conical shape, and of a reddish colour, standing perfectly 
“ insulated. Part of the plain between those hills was covered 
“ with great numbers of smaller hillocks, iMuisisting of the same 
“ wild and rugged lava as that near the sea, and ringing like 
“ glass, wdien two jiieces are knocked together.* I'he ground 
“ between the heaps of lava was covered with lilaidv earth ; but 
“ where these heaps did not apjiear, the whole was red earth. 
‘‘ The conic hills consisted of a very ilitferent sort of lava, w hich 
“ was red, soft, and crumbling into earih. We concliKh d, that 
“ the plain on which vve stood was once the ci’ater, or seat of a 
“ volcano, l»y the accumulation of whose cinders and pumice- 
stones, the conic hills bad been gradually formed ; and that 
“ the currents of lava, w hitdi wu now saw, divided into«niany 
heaps, had perhaps been gradually buried in fiesh cinders and 
“ ashes ; and the waters coming down from the interior nioun- 
“ tains, in the rainy season, had smoothened everything in thefr 
“ way, and filled np by ilegrees the cavity of the crater. I’lie 
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‘ rocky black lava was the resi<lence of numberless man-of-war 
“ birds and boobies, which sat on their eggs, and snflered us to 
‘‘ come close to them. On all this rocky ground, we only met 
with ten shrivelled plants, which were of two sorts, a. species of 
‘‘ spurge and a l>ind .weed. 

“ Having climbed over an extensive and tremendous current 
of lava, inoie solid than that near the .shore, we came to the fool 
“ of the Green Mountain, which even from the sliip, we had 
“ [>lain]y distinguished to be of a eliHerent nature from the re.st 
“ of the country. The lava which surrounded it, was covered 
“ with,a prodigious quantity of purslane and a kind of new fern. 
' The great mountain is divided in its extremities, by various 
“ clifts into several bodies; but in the centre they all unite and 
form one broad mass of great height. IMie whole appears to 
consist of a gritty tophaceous lime-stone, which has never been 
attacked by the volcano, but probably existed prior to its 
” eruption. 

‘‘ Sf. Helena has on its outside, especially where the shi|)s lie 
at anchor, an a|>|)earance,’ if possible, more dreadful and dreary 
than ^ l.seensiojt : but the further you advance, the less desolate 

■ the counfry a|)pears, and the most interior parts are alway.s 
covered with plants, trees, and verdure. However, there are 
every where the most eyident marks of its having undergone a 

■ great and total change, from a volcano and earthquake, which 
perhaps sunk the greatest |»art of it in the sea. 

“ VV< visited (says tlie same author) isles that had still volca- 
‘‘ noes, burning ; others that h^d only elevation, and marks <»f 
being formed in remote ages by a volcano ; and lastly, we 
found isles that had no remains of a volcano, but strong and 
undoubted vestiges of having been ciolenihf ehanged AixiX partly 
“ overturned by an eartlupiake, subterraneous Jire, and a volcano. 
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“ I cannot help referring Easter Island, St. Helena, and. Ascen- 

sion, to tin' last.” 

The cireuinstances vvhicli have been noticed concerning the 
strata of Ladder Hill and High Kindi, cannot, I presume, admit 
of a doubt, that those parts have undergone .a great change since 
the island was formed ; arnl that tliis c hange has been etfected b}' 
eruptions from a volcano, sm;ceeded by an eartlnpiake. But, 
whether those other changes, which are visible in nianv other 
parts have been produced by similar causes, or subterraneous tire, 
it is perhaps wholly im])ossible to ascertain ; nor does it even 
seem jnobable, that the effects from either, oi’ from all, these 
causes, could hav<‘ left the island in the state it now is. 

There is a central ridge, as will be seen by the annexed sketch, 
which, running east and west, divides the island into, nearly, two 
etpial portions. In no [)art of this ridge (which is elevated 2tMMt 
feet above the level of the sea) is tlu're a single chasm or ojceuing. 
It seems, therefore, u holly unaccountable t hat it shoo hi have 
escaped being broken and shattered, if earthquakes, or siditerra- 
nean fires, had occasioned the “ overturnings.” -This ridge is 
narrow on the top ; and very abrujjt on the south, especially 
liet.ween Diana’s Peak and Manatxe Bay. It continues eastward 
to the Dcvirs Punch Bowl, where it again nanows, and then 
spreads out and forms tlie (beat Wood Plain. At the Punch 
Bowl it becomes so narrow that it seems nearly to have been 
broken: yet llie whole extent, including the (beat Wood, has 
stood fast, in spite of ail appearances of disruption on either 
side, 

VYhen the island was discovered (three hundred and thirteen 
years ago), it is said, there were no living animals upon it; and 
that seals, sea-lions, turtle, and sea-fowl, occasionally frequent(;d 
its shores. All this is perfectly reconcileablc to the idea that 



INl'RODUCTOllY CHAPTER. 


XVJl 


St. Helena is a new land, raised from the bed of the ocean. But 
if we admit this to be the fact, how are we to account for the 
origin of the present insect tribe ; which are pretty numerou.s, 
consisting of various sorts of beetles, grubs, and worms ? If these 
did not exist at the period of discovery, there seems to be no other 
mode of explaining their present existence, than by reviving the 
exploded doctrine of equivocal or spontaneous generation. Under 
this difficulty, it may possibly be inferred, that these sorts of 
insects actually must have exi.sted : and, hence it would follow, 
as a natural consequence, that subterraneous fire, and volcanic 
eruption, have not been the sole causes of formation : becau,se, 
in either case, no creature whatever could have remained alive. 

I'lie introduction of quadrupeds, domestic fowls, and birds, 
remaining at present, may l)?i easily conceived.* There is, how'- 
ever, a species of land liird, inhabiting the interior, and found in 
considerable numbers, of which, I believe, no notice has ever 
been taken by any writer on St. Helena. It is of that descrip- 
tion not likely to be brought there by shipping, and seems for 
this reason particularly to deserve attention. It is not a bird of 
passage, for it is .seen ihroughout the year: indeed none of that 
description have ever found their way to St. Helena. In appear- 
ance, and si/e, and in some of its habits, it resembles the common 
.sand-lark frequently .seen on the shores of Europe. It is called 
the “ Wire-Bird probably from its very long legs, resem- 

bling wires, which enable it to run with .niicommon swift- 
ness. The legs are of a greenish colour ; the l>ody and wings 

♦ Domestic fowls of all countries thrive at St. Helena. Besides these, there are 
peacocks, guinea-fowls, pheasants, partridges, doves, parroquets, Java sparrows, canarie.s, 
and averdavats. All these have evidently been imported l)y shipping, There are also 
some rabbits, but no hares. The wire-bird, alone, is of tliat description wbicli cannot 
be supposed to have been imported. 


d 
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gray ; the bi'east wliite ; eyes large, and the hill moderately 
long. In its nature it is rather shy ; and as it does not seem to 
possess those powers of flight which could have brought it from 
America or Africa, it seems, therefore, not unreasonable to con- 
clude, that it is indigenous to the island. If so, it may be con- 
sidered as an additiiuial fact, favourable to the conjecture that 
St. Helena is a fragment of a larger island. 

1 have already mentioned, upon the authority of Captain 
Ileywood, who coininaiuled his Majesty’s ship Nereus, tiuit the 
indigenous gum-wood trees of St. Helena ar<? the same as on 
Tristan d’Acunha and Gongh’s Island It nould l)e of impor- 
tance to ascertain with accuracy this fact ; and whether the wire- 
bird 1 te also a native of those islands, and of Ascension and 
Saxend)erg. If all these points should be verified, trifling as they 
may appear, they would be important to the cause of geology. 

The mountainous rirlge which divides the island l)y its greatest 
length, aj>pears chiefly to consist of indurated clay, in s((tne parts 
surmounted, and in others mixed, with shattered rock ; which, 
being of a brittle nature and easily broken, has never l)een per- 
fected into solid stone. This clay may possibly appear to be the 
material which composes the greater part of the stones found on 
the island. It has no visible intermixture of sand, an«l is not 
tenacious, but friable. It is easily exuavated in the form of 
building.s, with interior upright walls; and in this manner it is 
used for cart sheds, See. 

Towards the western extremity, within a mile of the coast, the 
ridge assumes a ditferent appearance: it is there very abrupt, 
and craggy, on the south, and slopes gently to the north : here 
are solid locks, from which large fragments have been detached 
and lie scattered on the surface. The most remarkable of these 
are at the west extreme of the ridge ; where a great number, 
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standing on end, occupy a flat of about three acres. From their 
striking resemblance tomb-stones, this place is called “ the 
churcli-yard.” 1 exammed it witli attention, and was led to 
conclude that its very singular appearance lias been occasioned 
by a water-spout, descending with fury ; and by dashing out the 
soil and washing it down the adjacent ravine, has thus entirely 
uncovered the stones. 

An attempt was made to form some of the stones, taken IVom 
the vicinity of the church-yard, into mill-stones: but being 
brittle and laminated, and withal extremely hard, it was found 
impossilile to manulacture them. This sort of stone, when struck, 
emits an agreeable sound. 

The sea-coast is generally bordered with rocks ; arul in its 
vicinity as well as in some 'parts of the interior, are excellent 
cpiarries of honeycomb stone and basaltes. I’lie former being of 
a solter and tougher texture than the latter, is tlierefore esteem<»d 
by far the best on the island for builtfings. Both, however, are 
evidently composed of the same material ; that is, of the clay 
above- rmn i ti o: i ed . 

It seems to me that basaltes is changed into honeycomb by 
coming in contact with fire ; for I have observed in many quar- 
ries an exterior coating of honeycomb jiassing so insensilily into 
an interior basaltic bed, ^ind so intimately blended with it, that it 
was iinpossilile to discover at what point tiie honeycomb ended, 

or the basaltes betian. 

* • 

The most remarkable quarry w hich I observed of this sort, is 
on thf high road between High Knoil and Plantation-house. 
Here, upon viewing the exterior, it w as expected to find a valua- 
l)le quarry ; Imt after penetrating a few feet into the hill, it was 
found that the honeycomb was insensibly filended with the 
basaltic stone. This fact seems to correspond with what is stated 
by Sir William IJanjilton, “ that basaltes is fusible se; that 
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‘ it agrees almost entirely with lava in elementary principles, in 
“ its grain, and in all tlie'diversities ofits texture.” And itseerns 
also to alford a demonstration, that after St. Helena was formed, 
fires must have rushed through chasms and openings, and scori- 
fied the clays, and the vertical rocks of basaltes, in their primi- 
tive state. 

Of the honeycomb stone at l.ad<Jer Hill, and near tlie Planta- 
tion-house, the Chinese, who are expert stone-cutters, have 
manufactured troughs, bowls, urns, [)estles and mortars, and 
hand-mills. These last answer the |>urpose extremely well, 
leaving no grit in the flour. VVhereftue, it may be presumed, 
that mill-stones in abundance, and of the largest dimensions, 
might be furnished from this island. 

Honeycomb stone is likewise found in various other parts. At 
Halley’s Mount, and in its vicinity, are two (piarries of an imper- 
fect kind. The one is on the eastern face of the mount, and the 
other on the ridge which forms the south-w est edge of the Devil’s 
Punch-bowl. The stones, particularly in the latter, have not 
attained the solidity of the more perfect sorts. At Halley’s mount, 
amongst the cracks and fissures, are sometimes discovered bits 
of spar, and thin, hard, flaky substances, having small protu- 
berances on their surfaces, exhibiting a variety of colours. It is 
remarkable, that on the western face of Halley’s mount the rocks 
are of the same raw, shattered, and brittle sort, as those on the 
central ridge. Some indeed are of a consistence between clay 
and stone • and as there are no ap|)earances of their having been 
touched w ith fire, it mav be inferred that the Punch-bowl itself 
has been a crater, and that the flames issuing from it have 
scorched the eastern face of Halley’s mount and formed the 
lioneycornb stone, whilst the we.stern face was in a manner hid 
from the flames ; and therel»y the stone and clay have been pre- 
served in their primitive state It is also deserving notice, that to 
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tlie eastward of the Pancli-bowl, and in the vicinity of the (xreat 
AYood |)lain, there is not to be found a stone, of any sort what- 
ever, fit for the purpose of building. This seems to furnish a 
further proof, that all that portion of the island is of a dilferenl 
formation from the otjier parts. 

On the surface of Ladder Hill are some beds of basaltes, pro- 
ducing flaky stones of extreme hardness. I’hese lie* horizontally, 
and when (piarried, yield flags of from six to twelve superficial 
feet, and from four to ten inches in thickness. J’hey are also 
sonorous; and sis they require only to be squared, tbey are 
admirably aihqited to the flooring of warehouses, granaries, 
and other buildings. In blasting some of tlie basaltic* beds on 
Laddio’ Hill, both sirh-s of the septa, or cracks, were sometimes 
coveied with figures, a])pareHtly of metal ; of a l)right silver 
colour, beautifully repre.senting trees and other objects of 
landsca|»e. 

On the western side of High Knoll tlmre are quarries of a very 
different description. They jiroduce a stone very much resem- 
bling the Tufa I have seen iii Sicily. Indeed this stone, and the 
small pieces of very light pumice which are scattered at the 
nortliern base of High Knoll, and iqion many parts of Ladder 
Hill, are the only sorts that bear the smallest restanblance to the 
productions of Etna, Strqmbolo, and Vesuvius. 1 had a com- 
plete collection of the.se in my possession, which enabled me to 
make the comparison. 

The tufa, or red-stone of St. Helena, is of a brownish red 
colour.. It is rather soft whei\ taken out of the quarry, but 
hardens by exposure to the air. It has been used successfully 
in building ; and in forming a water-course for su|)j)lying the 
garrison of Ladder Hill, from the springs at Plantation-house ; 
and from the lank at High Knoll.* 

*. Part I. See. XXIX. page 
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There is moreover a very extensive quarry of pozzolana on the 
eastern sitle of James’s valley, about a mile from the sea. In the 
year 1807, my predecessor, (Jovernor Patton, to whose talents 
and indefatigable exertions the island is much indebted, tirst in- 
troduced this valuable ingredient in mortar cements. It was 
pointed out to his notice by M. Joinville, wlio had been attached 
to the suite of the Iloncmrable Frederick North at Ceylon. This 
pozzolana, mi.xed w ith one-third of Sandy Bay lime, hardens in 
sea-water, and has withstood the beating of the waves for several 
years without being in the least degree diminished or affected. 
Even when used without any admixture of lime, or water, but 
merely after spreading it dry, and lieating it well together, it 
soon consolidates after being moistened with rain into a mass 
almost resembling stone. In some, parts of James’s Town it has 
been used as a substitute for paving, and has been found to 
answer that purpose, not being liable to crack ; nor is it in the 
least affected by the heaviest wheel carriages. 

Limestone of excellent quality is in the greatest abundance.* 
[t is said to be a concretion of shells and sand, and sometimes of 
clay. In con.sistence it is not harder than a sugar loaf, and is there- 
fore easily calcined ; one bushel of coals [)roducing ten of lime. 
The mountains close to Sandy Bay, and not far above the level of 
the sea, are chiefly composed of it. Lot’s Wife Beach, adjoining 
those mountains, is covered with a white sand, which consists 
almost wholly of small tfagments of limestone. On the opposite 
side of the island, lime has also been discovered, particularly 
near Banks’s Battery, and at Riqjert’s Bay, and, it i^ said, 
in Breakneck Valley. But there are neither shells, nor lime, nor 
any calcareous matter in the interior of the island. 

At Rupert’s Bay the limestone rocks project into the sea. It 
would seem that sea-water has a tendency to harden, or perluqis 

* I’ait 1. Sec. 1. j)3gc 2. 
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to forin, this concretion ; for upon tracing tliis vein, we foiiii<l 
that it gradually and insensibly softens as it recedes iVoiu (lie 
beach : so that at the distance of thirty yards it assumes the ap- 
pearance, and is in fact, a limestone sand. 

Calcareous (days are found in James’s valley and Uriai ’s valley ; 
and a calcareous spar, together with small oblong, round stones, 
corresponding with the description of |)laster of Paris, are found 
in (‘onsiderable (juantity in the hills adjdlning Turk’s (’ai> Hay, 
and Prosperous Hay. Here also has been discovered a variety of 
pebbles extreniely hard, which bear a tine polish, and have been 
made into seals and ornaments.* 

(^’alcareou's spar is also found in tlie body of very hard and 
ponderous stone at Munden’s Cove and Saiuly Hay ; and even 
in the interior of the island : and it is said, that on George’s 
Island might be collected a considerable (piantity of gypsum. 

'J’he following are the analyses, by the late Doctor Adam 
Haildon, of the lime (juarries already o|)ened. The specimens of 
plaster of Paris have not yet been analysed. 



(^tlcare- 
ous Kartb. 

1 

Clay. 

Sand. 


1 Biinks’s Lime - _ - 

' 41 

G 

r>3 

1 

2 Rupert’s liard sort - ^ - 

1 7'i 

1 

25 1 

Too close to the 

3 Ditto. Soft ditto 

i 

1 

2G i 

Sea for working. 

A James’s Valley 

t 

42 

4 

! 

1 

5 Friar’s Valley 

1 5S 

42 

— 

i' 

() Sandy Bay - • - 

1 

1 

29* 

Exhausted. 

7 Lot’s Wife Beach 

! 7r* 


22 


8 Potutoe Bay . - . 

1 71 

J 

28 

In abundance. 

1) Turk’s Cap Spar - - - 

1 :)S 

1 

— 

1 


10 J)ltto. Plaster of ParivS 


— 

— iNot analysed. 


* Spo.cimens of all these stones were forwarded to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors in December 1810, 
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A species of natural cement is found on several parts of llie coast 
of St. Helena, uliieh seems to reseinlde that seen by M. Peron* 
on the eoa'-ts of the isles of Kangaroos, St. Peter, and St. Francis. 
This wriler aseribes its formation, at these places, to immerons 
sheils ndled incessantly ny the action of the waves on tlie ueigh- 
bonrmg shores ; whii.h being broken into very minute fragments, 
and mixed with fpiai tzose .sand, .speedily constitute the principle of 
calcareons <>e]nent of a .sn|)erior quality. 'I’lie finest specimen I 
observed at St. Helena, is between Egg Island and Union fhive. 
The rocks bear evident marks of the action of tire. Tliey re.seinble 
the rel'nse of iron at smelting places. There are also numerous 
jniinice stones, and a sort of .shingle .scattered over the surtace of 
these rocks. Some very hard stones are so firmly bedded in this 
cement, that, in attempting to take tliem out, they broke in pieces. 
If such a cement could artiticially be made, it woidd undoubtedly 
be far superior to the Roman, or any other cement hitherto 
invented. 

It .seems to me that a likely mode, of ascertaining the proce,ss 
of formation would be to imitate tliat which appears to have 
b<»en the process of nature ; that is, to <;ollect a certain quantity of 
pow dered St. Helena limestone, to mix it witli small fragments of 
ba.saltic stone, the size of coarse sand; varying the proportions ; 
then to sprinkle the mixtures occasionally with .sea water, and leave 
them to dry in the sun. If these ingredients should not consolidate 
at first, the sprinkling of sea water should be continued ; and po.s- 
sibly in the course of time, the consolidation might take place. 
This appears to have been the process of nature ; for the natural 
cement bears an exact re, semblance to mortar made with white 
lime, and an admixture of coarse black sand : but, as there is no 
sand on the coast, nor in the interior of the island, it may be 

• Jour, de Phys. Vol. LIX. 
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presumed that those black specks in the cement are merely frag- 
ments of basaltic, or pumice stones. If, however, the mixture I 
have suggested should not consolidate, there might then be reason 
to infer, that the calcareous matter laying on the rocks near Egg 
island, may have undergone calcination, at the time the rocks 
were in a state of fusion. 

Along the coast of St. Helena are many deep excavations, 
forming caves, some of which are raised several feet above tlie 
high water mark, and afibrd commodious retreats for tishenneu 
ill rainy weather; others are under the level of the lowest tides; 
conseiiHently, there is a continual flux and reflux of water, occa- 
sioned by the swell of the sea, which in the course of time has 
penetrated very far into the base of the island. 

It would be impossible to 'explore these cavernous holes, be- 
cause the swell rises, at every ingress, to the to|) of the entrance ; 
which of course excludes all external air ; and the internal air 
lieing powerfully compressed by the rushing in of the water, 
produces, by its re-action, a very singular effect. On the [lerpen- 
dicular cliff, forming the coast opposite to Egg Island, there are 
two or three very curious jets iVeau. By the compression of air 
within the caverns, where they are probably more enlarged than 
at the exterior openings, it appears that the waters must have 
gradually perforated amongst the cracks and fissures, vertical, or 
more [nobably, oblique, and irregular passages within, and 
behind, the exterior rocks. The orifices of those. passages appear 
on the face of the cliff at the height of 60 or 70 feet above the 
sea; fioin which I observed the water to spout, exactly like tlie 
blowing of a whale, and, at intervals, corresponding with the 
times of the rise and fall of the swell. 

On the northern coast, at Mundeu’s cove, and also to the east- 
ward of Rupert’s Valley, at a considerable height above the sea, 

e 
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is found a sort of saponaceous argil, which is used by the soldiers 
as a substitute for soap in washing. It is secreted in either small 
elliptical cavities, or partly occupies longitudinal vacancies in tlie 
rock. Formed into a lump, I have used it as as a wash-ball, by 
way of experiment : it lathered in a small degree like soap ; but 
left a prickling sensation on my hand.s, something resembling 
that which is occasioned by soap when overcharged with alkali : 
it dissolves entirely in water, and forms a smooth liquid mass, 
W'ithout the smallest grit, of the consistence of cream, of a reddish 
colour ; and when left to dry, it cracked ; but still retained a sort 
of unctuous quality. Of this production there has been a? yet no 
analysis. I am therefore not informed whether it possess the 
same properties of steatites, which, according to the analysis of 
Bergman, contain in KK) parts, 80 of silex, 17 of mild magnesia, 
2 of argillaceous earth, and nearly 1 of iron, in a semi-oxydated 
state. 

Various coloured earths or clays abound in many parts of St. 
Helena. Upon the hills towards the sea they are discovered, 
only here and there, in thin veins, bedded between layers of rock. 
In the interior, particularly about a mile to the eastward of 
Long Wood House, the deep and sloping sides of .some of the 
ravines, which are of great extent, are clothed with a variely of 
beautiful tints of white, blue, grey, and red. Of the brilliance 
of these earths, when the sun shines upon them, no words, nor 
even the finest touches of the pencil, could convey an adequate 
idea. 

Whether those colours penetrate to any great depth within the 
surface, appears to me doubtful ; because, in digging the ditches 
for the new fences at Long Wood, at a short distance from the 
ravines, we rarely found any sort of coloured earth ; and this was 
generally of a reddish tint. We know, that by frequently stirring 
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and exposing common earth to the influence of the air and atmo- 
sphere, that a pale brown soil is changed to a much darker hue. 
We observe, that as flowers gradually open, and are exposed to the 
air, they throw off* their old colour, and acquire a new one ; but, 
whether certain component parts of earth or clay, are capable of 
being changed into any other colours than dark brpwn, or black, 
by a long exposure to the sun, air and moisture, I shall leave to 
the decision of those who are skilled in the sciences of natural 
philoso|)hy and chemistry.* 

I have now endeavoured tn explain the most striking facts, 
connected with the Geology and Mineralogy of St. Helena, which 
have come, under my personal inspection. Having done so, I 
must here claim the indulgence of the reader, not only on account 
of the preceding observations having been made in a casual 
manner, but because they relate to sciences of which|I do not 
profess to have any skill or knowledge. I should indeed have 
contented myself with barely stating facts, and have left it to 
more able hands to form conclusions : but in adhering to this 
mode, 1 wa.s fearful I should have rendered the subject less in- 
telligible. It is for this reason I have been induced, occasionally, 
to draw conclusions, or to offer conjectures ; but as these are given 
at all times with diffidence, I beg they may be received merely as 
suggestions ; in which shape they may be of use to those who 

* Cronstedt is of opinion that common clay, especially the* blue^ 
kinds, may derive their origin from mud ; and as the mud proceeds from vegetables, it 
‘‘ will the*ACc follow, that the varieties of olay just mentioned, arc nothing else but the 
common mould altered, after a length of time, by means of water.*’ 

Some of the white clays of St. Helena appear to be a species of lithomarga, or stone- 
marrow, being as fat and slippery as soap. Possibly the white arc the primitive clays of 
the eastern part of the island, which have, in the course of ages, been changed into a 
variety of colours by some unsearchable cause in nature. 
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may hereafter be disposed to contemplate the physical circum- 
stances of tins extraordinary place. 

Although I am apprehensive, it may be considered that the 
preceding remarks are already extended to too great a length, 
yet there is a subject adverted to in the early records of the island, 
which appears to deserve particular notice ; not only, as being 
connected with the mineralogy of the island, but as it may here- 
after, if more fully investigated, lead to tlie most important 
results. 

In a letter from the Governor and Council to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, dated the 1st of December, 171 ”>, it is 
.staled that two S|)anish gentlemen, one a priest, the other an 
engineer, had arrived at the island. These persons having resided 
a considerable time at Mexico arid Peru, professed to have a 
perfect knowledge of those appearances which are the sure indi- 
cations of the existence of rich mines. After having examined 
some parts of the island, they declared their opinion that, “there 
“ are certainly .some rich mines of metal here.” The Governor, 
hearing of their conjectures, .sent for them, and shewed them 
several place.s, where “ there is a stoney soil that looks like ore,” 
and they assured him that these are the signals of rich mmes of 
metal ', one of them indeed asserted his opinion, that what he 
saw “ was the signal o f a gold mine.” * 

It would seem, that Ihose Spaniards resided .several months on 
the island, ami that Mons. Oliviero was principally consulted ; 
for, by a second lellfr on this subject, we find that Governor 
Pyke, who appears to have been a man of excellent understanding, 

* “ The Governor sent for them and shewed them several parts of the island where 
“ we have a stony soil that looks like ore ; and they liave assured us that these arc the 
“ signals of rich mines of metal ; and, that one of them they take to be the signal of a 
“ gold mine,” Official Letter, 1st December, 1715. 
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was still employed in his researches, with a view to the discovery 
of this precious metal. He does not seem to abandon the idea 
after five months perseverance ; but he complains that a want of 
labour prevented him from penetrating to a sufficient depth. 
The last record of this expected gold mine is in an official letter, 
addressed to the Court of Directors, dated the 15th June, 171(>, 
in the following words : 

“ The Governor has emploja'd most of his time, since the 
“ arrival of the Heathcote here, with Monsieur Oliviero, a 
“ Spaniard, who has dwelt a considerable time both in Mexico 
“ ami Peru, among the Spanish mines, and has set some of your 
“ Honour’s slaves to work at digging on the N. E. part of this 

island, near a place called the Turk’s Cap; where we have 
“ found a sort of mineral earth, that the same Spaniard tells us 
“ is a sure signal of a mine of metal. We liave sent home musters 
“ of it by the ship Heathcote, and are assured by the sameMon- 
“ sieur Oliviero, that as we go deeper; we shall find clearer and 
“ more evident proofs of metal ; these being none other than 
“ signals of ore, which, he says, all who understand mining, will 
“ affirm as well as himself. We wish we had hands to spare, 
“ that we might keep some employed in digging on this occasion, 
“ because we desire nothing more than to make the island yield 
“ to your Honours some reasonable recompense for the great 
“ expense and trouble you have been at to improve this (hitherto) 
“ unprofitable place.” 

My attention was naturally attracted by those passages in the 
records, to the place pointed* out by Governor Pyke. I there- 
fore employed three men, under the direction of Captain Henry 
Pritchard, a very intelligent officer, to examine the hills in the 
vicinity of Turk’s Cap Bay ; and to dig in those places that 
appeared the most likely to be productive of ore. N« certain 
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indications of gold have hitherto been discovered ; but, as 
Captain Pritchard mentions the “ appearances of a silver oie 
found in a soft yellow stone and as the whole of his observ- 
ations are interesting, and may be of use hereafter, I will here 
record them in his own words. 

1810, September 11. “I have this moment returned from 
“ Turk’s Cap Valley, in which I observe abundance of calcare- 
ous spar, and various stones of extreme hardness. Being fully 
‘‘ satisfied with our first attempt to explore this valley, I have 
“ every reason to believe that we shall soon come to ore of per- 
haps the most valuable description. September 21. Phave 
“ sanguine hopes of the productions of Turk’s Cap Valley ; 

having, since my last communication on this subject, collected 
“ some valuable information. Mr. Thomson, who has a con.si- 
“ derable knowledge in mineralogy, has promised to assist in 
“ analysing whatever we may find : he is decidedly of opinion, 
“ from the specimens I have shewn him, that we shall find metal, 
“ of various kinds, in Turk’s Cap Valley. 

September 27. “We have not proceeded so fast as could be 
“ wished, by reason a large flake of blue-stone presenting itself, 
“ which we have partly removed. There is a yellow earthy which 
“ I washed, but found nothing deserving remark ; although its 
“ appearance (according to what I read in Chambers’ Diction- 
“ ary) is very favourable. I send a piece of opake agate, in which 
“ gold is found in South America. I hope for a true copy of 
“ that original from the pit that is now opened. 

October 21. “1 send a collection of stones found at the depth 

“ of 26 feet in our present pit. They are certainly valuable in 
“ themselves; and more so in the indications they ofter of ap- 
“ proaching mineral earth. The dust in which they are found 
“ (for they are all separate as you see them) contains particles of 
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** shining metal, extremely minute. This is, I presume, snfB- 
“ cient to encourage perseverance. 

“ I would propose, after having penetrated to the depth of 50 
“ or 60 feet, and after carefully examining every strata of earth, 
“ &c. to commence cutting directly down the ravine, (as our pit 
“is on the top of a hill 250 feet high),* by which means we 
“ shall be able to explore with great exactness the properties of 
“ the interior. This, and a scrupulous examination of the matter 
“ that may be found, would consume several weeks ; but such 
“ an examination cannot be accomplished in any other way.” 

3d November^ 1810. — Accompanying this I send specimens of 

.stones found at 27 feet deep. Most of them have veins of ore 
“ running horizontally ; and at this depth the vein of stone has 
“ changed to the red sort. It is capable of a very high polish. 
“ The earth with which they are incru.sted is .soft and yellow ; 
“ but I do not perceive any indications of metal ; although they 
“ .still correspond with .some memoranda I have in my posses.sion. 
“ I therefore trust we may .soon be satisfied as to the existence 
“ of valuable ore in this spot.” 

16th November, 1810. — “ By the aocomj)anying specimens, 
“ you will readily perceive I have been very successful in making 
“ the experiments you desired. I send the calcareous .spar of 
“Turk’s Cap Valley in 'three different stages : the first is in 
“ powder, and dry ; the second, slaked ; and the third, mixed 
“ with water to the consistency of common mortar: when dried, 
“ it is susceptible of the highest polish. 

“ THe last specimen of ore thht I got from the pit is by far the 
“ most promising; for upon bruising a soft yellow stone, the 
“ whole of the veins produced an ore of a silver appearance. 1. 

• It is probable that these researches might have been more successful, if the pit, or 
shaft, had commenced at the foot of the liill, instead of the summit. 
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“ am very certain, that if a proper process were adopted, it would 
“ afford a satisfactory result — tliat ore is contained in the pit we 
“ are now employed at.” 

‘iOth November, 1810. “ Some of the accompanying stones 

are the most curious we have yet arrived at in digging the pit : 
they afford strong indications of metal.” * 

i 

“ I have also sent some of the plaster of Paris which is found 
“ near Prosperous Bay. Of this a large quantity might easily be 
“ procured, as it is dug up from the rocks, not more than a foot 
“ from the surface. It is very easily reduced to a powder, and 
makes a beautiful shining white, when properly laid on as a 
“ wash, and a still more beautiful plaster.”! 

These minutiae relative to this .spot, which is so very singular in 
its productions, and so widely different from every other part of the 
island, cannot fail, 1 should hope, to be acceptable to the mine- 
ralogist. He may possibly discover among them some traits by 
which he may judge of the probability of success in obtaining a 
valuable ore, by further per.severance ; at all events. Captain 
Pritchard’s observations are calculated to render more com|)lete 
the attempt I have undertaken to explain, in as concise a manner 
as the subject would admit, the natural productions and the most 
striking features of this island. 

I am not aware of having omitted any important fact connect- 
ed with the geology or mineralogy of the island ; but, if more 
particular information should be desired by those who take de- 
liglit in philosophic investigatifms, [ beg to recommend to their 

* In one of these stones 1 observed a sniiill piece of metal, which had the appcaiance 
of silver or tin ; many of them had a metallic tint, probably what tlie two Spaniards 
termed “ the spume of metal ^ or the mineral fumes condensed in the iipjier crust.** 
t Specimens td* calcareous spar, plaister of Paris, &c. were sent to the Court of Direc- 
tors in December 1810. 
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perusal an analytical description of St. Helena, which was pub- 
lished, by an anonymous writer, aljont ten years ago. 

The soil of this island is uncoininonly fertile : producing, with • 
out manure, a succession of crops of potatoes, at the rate of more 
than two in tlie yean for twelve or fourteen years together. It 
varies, in all the shades of cohmr, from a black mould to a pale 
brown. The former is the most productive, abounding more with 
mould and cla}’. The latter yields also exceeding fine crops of 
every kind of European esculent ami corn. Even the driest and 
most barren looking spots of the |)aler sort, have been found to be 
well adapted to the growth of pineaster trees. Some of the blacke.st 
.soil is similar to that which is usually appropriated to the culture 
of cotton in India. It dissolves entirely in water ; cracks and 
blisters wlien dried by the sun-heat ; and is easily ineltetl (if 1 
may use the expression) and carried ofi*with the gentlest currents 
during the rainy seasons. 'Phis species of .soil is, however, very 
rare ; the others are more jnedominant,' and are not disturbed by 
the heavie.st rains. 

No analysis has been made oftho.se .soils: but so far as I could 
ob.serve they are wholly destitute of .saml. Thi.s circumstance, 
together n itii a want of tenacity in the clays, I take to be the 
causes that all attempts to manufacture bricks, or pottery, have 
completely failed. 

The climate of St. Helena is perhap.s the mildest and the most 
salubrious in the world ; ami is remarkably congenial to the 
human feelings. Neither too hot nor cold, it preserves through- 
out th^ year that medium tem^)erature which is always agree- 
able. This temperature, however, varies considerably according 
to the elevation of the land. At Plantation-house, the range of 
the thermometer during the year, when kept in the same place, 
was only from G1 to 7T\ At Long Wood, although at the same 
height above the sttl, it was generally 5° lower : proceeding 
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doubt from the situation being more exposed to the south-east 
trade wind. In James’s Town it is generally 5" to 7® higher than 
at Plantation-house. 

These are the temperatures within doors. In the open air at 
Plantation-house the thermometer sometimes falls to 52°, which 
happens between June and September; and in this winter season 
(ifit may be so called) the inhabitants living in the country find 
it necessary, or at least comfortable, to make use of fires in their 
rooms. Thus, it will be perceived, there is a diversity of cli- 
mate ; so that a person residing in James’s Town, in the warm 
season, may pass, within the short .space of an hour, from the 
medium temperature of India, to that of the spring or summer 
months in England. This has been found beneficial to valetudi- 
narians from India, who occasionally resort to the island : some 
of whom have been restored to perfect health, after a few months 
residence in this salubrious climate. 

The late Governor Brooke assured me, that during the jjeriod 
of his government, a gentleman arrived from England who had 
been long suffering under a pulmonic consumption. He seemed 
to be in what is generally termed the last stage of that disorder 
(this to medical men may appear doubtful) ; he was extremely 
reduced, and apparently beyond recovery. After tesiding only 
three months, he was completely restored, returned to his native 
country, and continued in the enjoyment of health for many 
years afterwardfw 

In the XIVth Section of the first part of this work, I have 
treated, at considerable length, upon the rainy seasons. ' It will 
be sufficient, therefore, in this place to remark, that during the 
year there are two sea.sons of rain. The summer rains are usually 
expected in January or February ; and the winter rains in July 
or Augu.st. The periods of their continuance are generally from 
six weeks to two mouths : but neither their .setting in, nor dura- 
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tion, is by any means regular. The quantity of rain which falls 
during the year varies considerably. In what are called favour- 
able years, the total quantity may be from 25 to 30 inches ; and 
sometimes more. Even in an unfavourable year, 1811, 1 found 
the fall of rain was 22.4 inches : which is rather more than the 
average in London. 

From the 22d February, 1811, when the summer rains began, 
until the day of my departure from the island, on the 1st Sep- 
tember 1813, I kept an exact diary of the fall of rain ; which 
was continued by Mr. Jennings, the Company’s gardener, to 1815. 
The rain was measured in an accurate rain-gauge, sent from 
England, by Sir Joseph Banks : the following were the results : 


1811 

22.40 inches 

1812 - - - 

29.04 

1813 

32.13 

1814 - - - 

49.90* 


^ Abstract af the Monthly fall of ItaiUy at Plantation HonsCy during the years 1 H J 2 . 

1813, 1811, and part of 1815. 


MONTHS. 

1812. 

181.3. 

1811. 

181.5. 1 

Fall of 
Rain. 

Fall of 
Raiii. 

Fall of 
Rain. 

Fall of Rain. 

January 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inche.s. 

lnche.s. 

0.80 

3.0 

2.54 

0.78 

February 

2.90 

2.51 

5.92 

3.10 

March 

7.31 

1.51 

6.70 

2.78 

April 

2-23 

2.01 

7.35 

not ascertatned. 

May 

o..''>7 

9.84 

7.19 

ditto 

June 

4.06 

3.05 

1.37 

ditto 

July 

3.4.‘> 

2*23 

3.19 

ditto 

August 

1.76 

1.62 

4.10 

ditto 

September 

2.02 

2.79 

2.76 

ditto 

October 

1.08 

0.66 

2.41 

ditto 

November 

0.62 

l.Sl 

0.78 

ditto 

December 

2.21 

0.14 

1 

2.02 

ditto 

Total 

29.04 

.32.13 

49.96 
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Hence it appears, that St. Helena, during tliese last three 
years, hail its full sliare of rain, and in much greater quantity 
than nsnally falls in London : which, by an average of eleven 
years, is no more than 21.25 inches : whereas the average of four 
years, at St. Helena, was 55,38 inches. 

Cloudy days exceed in nninber, about two to one, those on 
which the rays ol'the sun fall upon the earth without interrup- 
tion ; and the number of days on whicli rain falls, during the 
year, is about 155. The wettest months are said to be January, 
l^ebruary, and March, and June and July. Tliis observation may 
he eorreet, although it does not accord with tlie jireceding 
Abstract. J'he favourable or untavoiirable seasons depend on the 
number of days ol'heavy rains, and fine showers. Some idea may 
be formed of the variations in different years by tlie following 
coin|)arison ; 

In 180(> heavy rains and line showers, }>2 days 


1807 - - _ _ 7.0 

1808 - - _ _ oH 

1800 - - - 71 

1810 ----- 78 

1811 - _ _ 00 


From thunder and lightning this climate may be .said to be 
wholly exempted. In the course of 00 years, only two flashes of 
lightning are recollected ; and the.se, 1 believe, were unaccom- 
panied with thunder: neither is it subject to those storms and 
hurricanes, which occasionally afflict and desolate many other 
tropical islands. The trade winds generally blow with uniform 
steadiness ; very seldom increasing beyond what is called a fresh 
bree/.e. 

There are many copious springs of pure aiul wholesome water. 
These generally issue from the highest lands. The <|uantity 
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usually (lisdiarged at James’s Town, was found to lie six 
lieads in a minute, or 2100 tons in the 24 hours, after the absence 
of rain. Oomparinj^ tlie size of this stream with tlie others on 
tJie islainl, I cojiipute tliat not less tlian 10, (MK) tons of water are 
ilaily discharged from tlie springs into the sea in dry weather. 
Scarcely any use has hitherto been made of this tyater except for 
the supply of the inhabitants and their cattle, and for watering a 
few small yam plantations and gardens. Wliere experiments 
liave been tried of irrigating the grass lands, even upon what 
were originally as barren and forbidding as any part of the 
island, they have been with a success which has astonished those 
who made them. Mr. Dunn’s improvements, at the Hriars, 
a beautiful and romantic spot near the waterfall, have mo.st 
clearly demonstrale«l the extremely beneticial efl’ects that might 
be derived from a skilful direction and use of the waters with 
which nature has so bountifully .su[)plied the island. His 
meadows, though small, vie with the best in England. His 
garden produces excellent grapes, peacdies, apples, guavas, 
oranges, plantains, and other fruits; and all sorts of esculent 
vegetables. ’Tliis small example is suflicieut to prove the ca[>a- 
bility of this fine island ; which is further exemplified by tin 
gardens of Miss Mason, and Mr. John Mason, situated near tin- 
eastern side. Miss Mason’s orchard i.s, for its extent, the iine>f 
and most productive I ever belield : the a|>jdes are of a hi^ii 
flavour ; some of them have measured sixteen inches in r ir- 
cninference. 

It ajipears, however, by the records of the fiovernment, lliul 
this island has been occasionally visited bv severe droughts; a 
yisitation perhaps not less freipient in other countries, (iireat 
losses of cattle have also been sustainetl ; but I am thoroughly 
convinced, that those losses might have been alleviated, if not 
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entirely prevented, by the introduction of green fodder crops,* 
and a proper system of husbandry. This subject has been fully 
discussed and illustrated in several papers contained in the First 
Part of this Work. By these it will l>e seen, that the farmers of St. 
Helena have always depended solely on their pasture lands for the 
subsistence of their live stock : this was the real cause of their heavy 
losses : but before I quitted the Government, I had the gratification 
to. observe, that they began to be sensible of the advantages of the 
system of husbandry which 1 had been at so much pains to in- 
culcate. I earnestly hope, they may henceforward have every 
possible encouragement to persevere in their laudable beginnings ; 
for this would not only be the most eftectiial means of averting 
the calamities incidental to seasons of drought, but would also 
promote the general interests of the island, by making it abound 
with almost every necessary of life ; and consequently it would 
become more useful and valuable for the purpose of refreshing 
fleets. 

Doctor Roxburgh’s Account of the Indigenous and Exotic 
Plants, which is given in the Appendix, would have left me 
nothing to add upon this subject, were it not tliat several of the 
vegetable productions appear to deserve more particular notice. 


* This opinion is fully corroborated by Governor Wilks's Agricultural Report, dated 
1 0th of March, 18 J 5. 

Although,” .says lie, tlie calculation of profit on an acre of potatoes may be greater 
than that on an acre oi -t is a sufiTicient illustration of the necessity of corn crops 
“ to any safe system of hnsbaijtlry in this island, that as far as speculative opinion may 

• i 

warrant a conclusion, tiic Company’s stock of cattle would, in the event of a severe 
drought, be preserved, while those of most of the other landholders would perish.” 

The younger Mr. lircame, of Norfolk, lately returned to England, after four years 
experience at the Company’s farms, cissurcs me, that he has found, after acorn crop hv:s 
fairly covered the soil, it is out of all danger, because the dews and drizzling rain are 
sufficient to bring it to maturity. 
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on account of their value in some of our British manufactures. 
The salsola, a maritime plant, which yields barilla, is very abun- 
dant. It grows spontaneously on all the exterior parts of the 
island, and to the distance of more than a mile from the sea. 
Different species of lichens are found on the rocks an<l gum-wood 
trees ; amongst wliich, it has been ascertained, is the true Orchel, 
so valuable in dying. The pahna christi, yielding a fine castor 
oil, intrudes itself every where, and grows in vast quantities : — 
and the which produces red pepper, of the first quality , 

might be cultivated with advantage to any extent. Considering 
it probable, that these productions may, at some future period, 
attract more notice than they have hitherto done, and become 
valuable exports ; I shall therefore offer a few observations on 
each. 

The salsola appears tirst to have been observed by Governor 
Brooke, ini 789; at whose request it was examined by the 
Honourable William Petrie, at present Governor of Prince of 
Wales’s Island. He describes it, in a letter to the Governor, in 
the following words : 

“ 1 have the honour to inform you, that I have examined, by 
“ every experiment which the shortness of my stay at this place 
“ would admit, the maritime plant which grows spontaneously 
“ in great abundance lipon this island ; and on which you 
“ desired my opinion with respect to the nature of the salt it 
“ contains. 

“ I cannot hesitate to assure you, from every trial I have made, 
“ that this plant is of the kali species, Salsola soda of Linnams, 
“ and yields upon incineration, a very great quantity of the fossil 
“^alkali: and that the only doubt I entertained at first, of the 
“ species of this salt, arose from the acid, not having been pro- 
“ perly converted, or expelled, on the incineration of the plant: 
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which unavoidably gave equivocal results on the first trials of 
“ this alkaline salt. 

“ It would lie superfluous to enumerate the advantages to our 
“ commerce from the collection ()f such considerable quantities of 
“ this salt, as may with great facility be made upon this island, 
as they must be self-evident to every one who is acquainted with 
“ the great consumption of this article in some of our most useful 
“ manufactures in England ; and with the considerable amount 
“ which is paid to foreign nations for the importation of the 
“ mineral alkali. 

“ It makes a finer and harder soap than the vegetable alkali ; 
“ some of our first chemists have preferred it to the other fixed 
“ alkali in the manutacturing of glass ; and it is, [ believe, 
“ adopted, as a very useful article in the Materia .Medica. At 
“ present, our markets, I understand, are supplied with this useful 
“ salt from Montpelier, where a very impure soda i.s |)repared 
“ from the kali ; and with a purer kind from Alicant, and per- 
“ haps from other situations upon the Mediterranean coasts, 

“ 1 have received the specimens of the plant, salt, &c. which 
“ you have sent me : and I will take an early opportunity, after 
“ my arrival in England, of submitting the salt to further che- 
“ mical te.sts, the restdts of whi<*h, together with every other 
“ information on the subject, I will with much pleasure com- 
“ municate to the Honouru lde the Court of Directors, agreeable 
“ to your desires.” 

Soon after my arrival, I gave my attention to this valuable 
but neglected plant : and several experiments were undertaken 
with a view of ascertaining the best mode of burning, and the 
expense of manufacturing it into barilla. * In the early stages of 
those experiments, .some samples had bet n forw arded to England : 
but as they were from old [>lants injudiciously burnt, the barilla 
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was very inferior to that produced afterwards. Of the improved 
samples some were also forwarded to the Court of Directors, in 
June 1810, accompanied with the following otiicial report: 

“ A box containing samples of the second crop of St. Helena 
kelp, is forwarded by the present fleet. They seem to be very 
superior in quality to any hitherto sent to England ; and as the 
persons employed are become more expert in burning, it would 
be very desirable to have a separate analysis of these samples : 
for I have many reasons for believing that this export might be 
carried on to a large extent ; and that it might ultimately be pro- 
ductive of considerable benefit to this island. 

The success which attended the new mode of burning, and the 
very small expense at which the barilla may be manufactured, 
will appear by what Captain ‘Pritchard says on these subjects.” 

“ bth July, 1809. 

“ On the 30th ultimo I commenced burning the second crop 
of the salsola in James’s Valley. I had -only four labourers ; and 
on the 4th instant, that is, in five days, the vitrified cakes pro- 
duced from one pit were taken out, and weighed lOcwt. Iqr. 
Its quality appears excellent, and is certainly far superior to our 
former specimens. The expen.se of collecting and burning this 
quantity is exactly 25 shillings, or at the rate of 50 shillings a 
ton. 

The salsola which was cut down at Sandy Bay between the 
3d and 9th of April, had again grown to its original size, and 
fullness, by the 15th of June ; that is, in 72 days, a vegetation 

* Garrison soldiers are usually employed on the public Avorks at one shilling per day 
extra ; which is an advantage to the Company, and adds to the comfort of the soldier : — 
for since the prohibition of spirits, this indulgence cannot he abused. If the Chinese, or 
othlr labourers, were employed in the manufacture of barilla, it would cost from 
to per ton. 
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which is scarcely surpassed in any other vegetable production. In 
all the ravines of the island duringthe months of rain, the growth 
has been in proportion. It may therefore be inferred that two 
crops a year might be produced from all those parts of the island 
where it grows. These observations will tend to shew the large 
quantities that might be manufactured if we had sufficient labour 
for that purpose.” 

From Captain Pritchard’s remarks, it appears that the ex- 
pense of manufacturing, when soldiers are employed, is about 
50 shillings a ton ; and if 10 shillings be added for contingent 
charges oi' carriage, coo[)erage, ik.c. the whole may be reckoned 
at £ 3 . The liest Carthagena barilla has been sold at X’50. a ton. 
If St Helena l)arilla should prove of the value of only £’50. the 
prolil t(» the Ilouourabh- East India Company, if their soldiers 
were employed in manufacturing it, won hi be very great ; conse- 
qnetitly, this is an export particularly deserving their attention. 

My own observations upon the surprising growth from the 
old steins and roots in various places, twelvemonths after the first 
cutting, tully contirin the opinion given liy Captain Pritchard. 
The experiments made at that time in raising the salsola from the 
seed are also very satisfactory, since they decidedly prove the 
possibility of extending the. number of plants; and that by aid- 
ing nature, and attending a little to the culture of the plant, 
which might be done at a very trifling expense, the produce from 
this island, in the course of a few years, might he immen.se. 

I found some difficulty in ascertaining the period at which 
the seed is in a perfect state of ripeness. This, liowever, might 
very easily be determined, by gathering a few plants, at intervals 
of th ree weeks from the time the blossom shews itself, until the 
plant has changed its colour, from a pea-greeii to a yellowish 
tint. The best season for cutting the salsola is in May, June, 
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and July, when the leaves are full of sap, and are therefore, I 
should imagine, more productive of the alkali than when they 
begin to fade and shrink. 

Being desirous of knowing how much alkaline salt was pro- 
duced from a given quantity of the .salsola, and the comparative 
produce of alkali from furze and blackberry bushes. Doctor Kay, 
the medical superintendant, obligingly undertook the experi- 
ments, and reported as follows ; 

“ From a trial I made, to find how much salt a given quantity 
of the plant supposed to be the salsola would produce by inci- 
nerati(5n, and also to a.scertain the comparative quantity to be 
obtained from the stems and leaves .separately, the results were 


as follow : 

No. 1. Thirty-eight pounds of the plant burnt 

entire (under cover) yielded of dry marine alkali, oz. 
or impure soda 19 

No. 2. Eighteen pounds of the sterns entirely di- dradims. 

vested of leaves, yielded of the same salt, - 10 

No. d. Thirty-one pounds <>f leaves adhering to the oz- 
smaP extreme branches, yielded _ - _ 


Th ree pounds of the large stems were burnt with the leaves 
in order to -begin and support the ignition ; but according to 
No. 2, the salt from these stems would only be 1 drachm and 2 
scruples, .so that the .salt from the leaves was Ibj ounces and 1 
scruple. Therefore, 100 pounds ol'leaves will .produce upon an 
average 3 pounds 5^ ounces of salt nearly. And the entire plant, 
by tristl No. 1, will produce onlj^ 3 pounds 2 ounces. But, a day 
or two after the lixivium No. 1. had been evaporated, 1 found as 
much remaining in the cask from which it had been drawn as 

* Tlie leaves of the salsola are small ; linear ; short (| inch) ; rounded, and fksliy 
although full of sap, tlic plant burns fiercely without being dried, ^See Appendix — 
Salsola salsa*) 
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would probably have yielded one ounce of salt more ; iii this 
case, supposing the 38 pounds had yielded 20 ounces, the entire 
plant will give nearly three pounds four ounces and a quarter 
from 100 pounds original weight; but the value of this addi- 
tional ounce from each hundred pounds, would l>e more than 
counterbalanced by the time employed in stripping the leaves, 
and their much slower combustion than when the plant is burnt 
entire, as cut or pulled from the ground. The ashes from No. 1 
(per steelyard) weighed four pounds : those from No. 3, three 
pounds and three-quarters. 

As yoji wished to ascertain the comparative quantity ‘of salt 
to be procured Irom furze, and the bramble or blackberry, I made 
the following trials. 

O/. Scrup. 

No 4. Seventy pounds of furze yielded of impure 

vegetable alkali somewhat deliquescent - ^ 2 

No. 5. Seventy pounds of the blackberry-bush 
yielded of the .same sort of salt - - 51 0 

The bnslies were cut down from nearly contiguous thickets and 
burnt on the spot, and the ashes afterwards removed under cover. 
I think they wouhl have yielded more salt had they been burnt in 
a grate ender shelter, because some of the ashes were scattered 
by occasional puffs of wind ; butthese had an equal effect on both 
piles. The ashes from No. 6 weighed (per steelyard) one pound 
and three-quarters. The w eight of those from No. 4 I could not 
determine, as there was some earth intermixed with them. There 
are two species of blackberry here ; that used was the smaller 
sort, with green stems and paler leaves.” 

Doctor Kay’s experiments having been conducted in the same 
manner throughout, are so far valuable, that they shew with 
minute accuracy the respective proportions of alkali produced from 
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the ashes of the several parts of the salsola plant, and a just 
comparison also with those from the furze and blackberry-bushes. 
But, as the very limited scale of these experiments did not admit 
of sufficient heat to vitrify the ashes into a cake, it seems proba- 
ble that the results ot the salsola would have been materially 
different, and perhaps more favourable, if the experiments had 
been made uj)on a larger quantity of the plant. I say more 
favourable, because I observed that those who have had consi- 
derable practice in burning, considered the loose ashes of very 
little value compared with those formed into cakes. 

The*very high commendations which have been bestowed on 
the St. Helena barilla (particularly upon the improved speci- 
mens), by persons who have a practical knowledge of its manu- 
facture, have induced me not to withhold some further informa- 
tion in my possession, relative to the mode of burning ; tlie rapid 
re-production of the plant, and the practicability of extending its 
culture throughout many parts of the island which are wholly 
unfit for any other purpose. 

Although the salsola be a marine plant, and grows spontane- 
ously on the most barren places, where neither corn, nor escu- 
lents, nor trees, will grow ; yet it is ot that nature, that it grows 
with great exuberance in the gardens and fields in the interior of 
the island. This I determined by several experiments, of which 
it will suffice to give the detail of one at Plantation-house. 

Some of the seed, which is black and extren>ely small, taken 
from plants on Ladder Hill, were .sown on the 7th Februaiy^, 
1810, m a box filled with garde’n mould. The plants appeared 
on the 4th March. On the 2d May they were eight inches high. 
Soon after they grew so large in the box, that I determined to 
transplant them. Accordingly about a dozen were removed to 
the Plantation-house garden, where they continued to thrive ; 
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and on the 25th April, 1811, (that is, in fourteen months from the 
seed) each of tlie plants covered a space of about eight or nine feet 
in diameter. Hence it is clearly proved, that the salsola of St. 
Helena might be cultivated in fields, as in Spain. It seems, how- 
ever, to be of a different sort. Some'specime'ns of Alicant salsola, 
that were sent to me from England, were small twigs, about 
the size and appearance of lavender, and only twelve inches 
long: luit at St. Helena, particularly in Rupert’s and other 
vallies, or ravines, I have seen a single plant covering a space 
of fourteen or fifleen feet in diameter, rising to the height of six 
feet; and which was the growth of twelve months after cutting. 
How infinitely superior then would be the produce from the St. 
Helena sort! I am of opinion, from all I have observed, that in 
raising this species from the seed, the plants should be permitted 
to grow at least eighteen months before the first crop is taken. 
Then, I conceive, they would attain sufficient strength for re-pro- 
duction ; and afterwards would yield one or two crops a year, ad 
infinitum, in the same manner as those plants (particularly in the 
low and sheltered places) growing in their natural vtate. 

I cannot better illustrate what has been said on this subject, 
than by extracting from Captain Pritchard’s official reports the 
observations he made at the time he was employed in directing 
and superintending the manufacture. 

“ ’J’he alkali at Sandy Bay being very superior to any yet pro- 
duced, and the new mode of burning being quite different from 
what was first tried, I shall here detail the process by which we 
have arrived at perfection. 

When the plant was put in a pit, according to Chaptal’s 
directions, it was found to produce nothing but charcoal and 
ashes. But, by raising circular kilns on the surface of the ground 
with loose stones, so as to admit air on all sides, and making the 
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kilns only two and a half feet diameter, and four feet hi*?!!, the 
fires burn fiercely, and the whole of the ashes, in four days, were 
formed into solid |)ieces, as hard as stone. 

To ns(!ertain the dift'eieiice lietween this and our first mode 
of burning, 1 dug a [)it, three feet in diameter, and four feet deep. 
It was supplied with the plant in the same manner as the loose 
stone kiln. It had been burning nine days when I yesterday 
saw it; and then there was not a liimj) which would weigh two 
pounds in all its contents. This failure appears to proceed from 
the total exclusion of air. 

I sfent the overseer to I'hoinpson’s Valley, that he might re- 
port hisopHiion upon the plant there, which is as follows. There 
is a great quantity, and it is very tall, hut he sn|)poses it will not 
yield much good alkali, from the quantity of slein (or stalks) with 
which it abounds ; however, I am inclined to think that this must 
solely arise from its age. Ifit W'ere cropped, or heade<l down, I 
have no doidjt it would afterwards produce nAwm/w/i/Zy : there- 
fore, should it meet your pleasure, the party there may continue 
to collect and burn, and from the first sairqdes a judgment may 
be formed. It seems to me, that Sandy Hay will prorliice the 
greatest quantities, ami the best.” 2^ithJune, 1809. 

“ I send you the produce of one ounce of barilla, a part of that 
piece you saw at the Castle last Monday. I prevailed on Mr. 
Thompson to lixiviate and evaporate this small quantity. He 
says, that the alkaline salt is the finest and best he ever saw' in 
all his travels. His early pursuits in life having given him a 
practical knowledge of these inattet^, his opinion may be the 
more relied on.” Sth July, 1809. 

“ I’he barilla burning at Sandy Hay goes on very well, and 
tlie alkali is exceedingly good. I was astonished to see lhat those 
plants which were cut down only three months ago, have again 
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sprung up. I send a specimen of one of medium growth, which 
is higher than any we have seen in any other place. I send also 
a specimen of another kind of salsola, wliich is of smaller size 
than we have hitherto burned. It is not so abundant as the com- 
mon sort ; but 1 am convinced it would yield alkali in a greater 
proportion.” August, 

“ The salsola grows very luxuriantly in Friar’s Valley, by 
reason of the saline water with which this valley abounds. This 
is peculiarly deserving attention ; for these waters are nearly as 
salt as sea-water. I am persuaded from what I observed in my 
way to Thompson’s Valley, that the salsola thrives better, and 
grows to a larger size when watered with mlt, than with fresh 
water. I observed also, among some salsola plants which are 
growing within five yards of the surf, that there are icicles of 
salt (if I may be allowed the expression) intermixed with the 
bushes ; some of which are from one to two feet in length, and 
as clear a.s cry.stal. 1 should have sent you one of them, but 
it was impossible to reach the spot from which they impend.” 
iil#/ August r 1800. 

“ Friar’s Valley has produced the largest piece of barilla we 
have yet made. The overseer says it would have weighed nearly 
1000 pounds before it was broken into pieces in the pit. I am 
perfectly sure that this is the most fit ravine to collect and culti- 
vate the salsola.” 27#/* September, 1809. 

“ I yesterday inspected the growth of salsola in Friar’s Valley, 
and I was astonished to find that it is already fit to cut. This 1 
attribute to the many salt spftngs with which that ravine abounds. 
I reported on a former occasion my opinion regarding the culture 
of salsola in this ravine ; and I can now assure you with more 
certainty, that this place is one of the fittest on the island for 
that purpose ; for, according to my memoranda, it has yielded 
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(comparatively with its size) twice as much as any of the other 
ravines, and of a very superior quality. It was from this ravine 
that we produced the purest soda, and the Prussian blue,* saiii- 
ples of which you some time ago sent to England.” 2\st Janu- 
ary, 1810. 

“ It is with much pleasure I inform you of the success in 
salsola burning. There are now 25 casks of about 400 weight 
each ; and I calculate upon three times that number being ready 
by the departure of the first fleet. It is all of the very best 
quality ; which I think will be proved by an analysis of the spe- 
ciiiieus of soda that have been already sent to England. Evidently 
the plant improves by cutting ; which is all that is necessary to 
be known, in order to be satisfied that it may prove a very valu- 
able and permanent export.” 2l.sif 1810. 

“ The overseer will have finished burning barilla in Rupert’s 
Valley this week, from which place one ton and 1200 weight has 
been produced, for the trifling cost of about ^6. The burners 
will c(uit this valley on Saturday, and should you approve of it, 
will go to Friar’.s, where the .salsola is now in high perfection. 1 
expect by the end of the year to have an hundred casks of barilla 
ready for exportation, containing, upon an average, 400 pounds 
each, and that of the best quality.” 2\st Septemhet', 1810. 

Mr. Thomas O’Connor, a respectable merchant at St. Helena, 
who had for several years burnt salsola for his soap manufactory, 
undertook to direct and .superintend the burning in James’s 
Valley. The samples produced were, in appearance, equal to 
the bfest Spanish .sorts we had received from England. He used 
no pits ; but kindled his fires on the surface of the ground, 
feeding and stirring them, and taking care that the plant was 

* Some beautiful specimens of Prussian blue were made at St. Helena, and sent to 
.England, It might be manufactured in large quantities, and at a moderate price, 

h 
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entirely consumed before he added fresh fuel. From his statement 
of the expense of collecting and burning, it appears that 20 days 
labour, (averaging only seven hours per day), produced 690 
pounds of well vitrified ashes ; this is 34 t pounds from seven hours 
labour of one man. At this rate 100 men employed during 300 
days in the year (which would be 30,000 days labour) might 
manufacture 462 tons. But if we take the quantity at only 400 
tons, and suppose it would sell in England at ^50. per ton, the 
value would be £20,000. 

Tlie charges of making would be nearly as follows. 

100 Chinese labourers rated at £30. per annum, which 

rather exceeds their annual expense at St. Helena 


(see i)age 1 86) - - - - £ 3,000 

Freight to England, at £ 6 . per ton - - 2,000 

2400 old beef casks for packing - - - 2,400 

Contingent charges of cooperage, carriage to wharf, &c. 50 

7,450 

Estimated value _ _ _ _ 20,000 

Leaving a profit of - - - 12,550 


It is impossible to form an estimate of the quantity that might 
be manufactured at this place. The salsola plants in their 
natural state are scattered over the exterior of the island, from 
the margin of the .coast to the distance of more than a mile from 
the sea. Upon Ladder Hill, and Rupert’s Hill, New Ground, 
and many other elevated spots, as well as in the ravines, thfey are 
generally detached shrubs, two or three fee! high, and covering 
a space of from four to eight or nine feet in diameter Some are 
much larger : but to the eastward of Long Wood there seems to 
be a diflferent species, growing like a creeper, the plants uniting. 
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and forming a matted texture over the soil, which at a distance 
resembles a fine rich meadow. 

But whatever may be the quantity of salsola plants at present, 
I have no doubt it might be greatly increased, and at a trifling 
expense, in the following mariner. 

Having succeeded in raising plants from the seed in Planta- 
tion-house garden, and upon some barren spots on which the 
salsola w as growing spontaneonsly, there can be no doubt of the 
possibility of extending the culture. It seems to me, that the 
least expensive mode would be, to loosen the soil in the intervals 
amoirg the natural plants intended to be cut ; to postpone cutting 
until the seed is perfectly ripe ; and, after cutting, to spread the 
plants upon the loosened soil, and beat them a little before they 
are carried to the fire. I conceive, that by these simple means, 
the seed w<»uld lie sufliciently deposited for the purpose of vege- 
tation. If, however, an entire new plantation is to be made, I 
would re< onimend that the surface soil should be previously 
loosened by a rake or harrow, and the seed very thinly sown, 
and then bush-tiarrowed with the salsola itself. If the sowing 
were to take place jnst before the rains are expected, the new 
Plantation would thrive exceedingly ; and if permitted to remain, 
as already mentioned, for eighteen months before the first crop is 
taken, it would yield one or two crops a year. New plantations 
might also be formed from seed beds ; as the young plants have 
been found to thrive well after transplanting. . 

I have dwelt the longer upon this subject, because it holds 
out Ti fair prospect of obta'ining some return for the heavy 
charges that are annually incurred by maintaining this small 
establishment. 

Amongst the various lichens with which the island abounds, 
there is that valuable species called Orchel. The circumstances 
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of its discovery, and the encouragement that was held out to 
collect it, and send it to England, are recorded in a letter from 
the Court of Directors, dated the IGth December, 1743, in these 
words, 

“ We are well satisfied, that our island abounds witli archell, 
of which some sent us, is of the right sort, particular samples 
whereof came enclosed, as also of what grows in other parts. Mr. 
Goodwin has informed himself concerning this product as far as 
the short time would admit, therefore we must further refer you 
to him. 

As this product is for dyeing, and will be of great bent^fit to 
our country, we are willing to give our inhabitants all encourage- 
ment for the gathering it. 

The best sort of what our island produces, as by the samples 
sent us hitherto, if cleansed, gathered and picked, is worth ^10. 
or .£50. a ton, and as the freight home will be one-third of our 
freight from India, being ab<»ut .£10. a ton of 20cwt. net, we 
will therefore give to all such of our inhabitants as bring in any 
quantity not less than half a hundred, after the rate of 15 shilling's 
a hundred, to be paid down by you as they bring it in. 

But further to encourage them to gather large quantitie.s, we 
will give leave to any of our inhabitants to ship it abd send it 
home upon their own accounts on the following terms. 

As it is the product of the island, which is our property, we 
will have 25 per cent, on the gross sale, in full of all charges for 
our indulgence, and £10. per ton freight, which we mu.st pay the 
owner ; there being no custom payable to the crown, the re- 
mainder will come to the proprietor, which we will take care 
shall be duly paid to his attorney. 

You are to receive and pay for accordingly what they .shall 
bring in to you, the parcels not being less than half a hundred, 
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as before mentioned, and agree with the commanders to take it 
on board their respective sliips, at one-third freight upon our 
account, and license all others to ship for their own account on 
the terms above-mentioned ; you taking care to agree for the 
freight on the like terms, which we will answer and make good. 

A sulficient quantity of spirits is delivered to Mr. Goodwin, 
to make the experiment, in order to know the true ‘archell, who 
has also rlirections how to make use of the same.” 

It will uo doubt appear surprising, after the knowledge of so 
valuable an article of commerce being a spontaneous production, 
that it should have, to this day, remained wholly unnoticed and 
disregarded.- I cannot ascribe the supineness and negligence of 
the inhabitants to any other causes, than the scanty means of 
labour which they have always' complained of, and to the terms 
proposed in 1743 not having been sufficiently encouraging to 
withdraw them from other pursuits, which yield, without mucli 
trouble, a certain and quick return. The sale of their farm pro- 
duce to the sliipping was a plain and uncomplicated concern ; 
but to collect, and select the pro|»er lichens at the very low price 
which was offered,* the payment of freight, and the subtraction 
of duty, together with the necessity of correspondence, and of 
agents in London, required a new sort of management, to which 
a St. Helena planter had never been accustomed. 

Conceiving, however, that the increased value of this dye, of 
late years, and the augmentation of the labouring population, by 
the introduction of Chinese, may hereafter hold out stronger in- 
citements to exertion, I resolved in the mean while, to use every 
means in my power, to obtain the fullest information concerning 
a natural production which may ultimately prove of considerable 

♦ In it seems that Orclicl sold in London for 2/60. or a ton. In later 
it has arisen to nearly four or five times that price. 
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value to the Honourable East India Company. Captain John 
Barnes, the military surveyor, undertook to explore all those 
places where the lichens are to be found, and to collect specimens 
for the purpose of being sent to England. In his researches he 
discovered seven different sorts : upon which he made the follow- 
ing report. 

“ Having read that the Lichen rocella (which for the purposes of 
dyeing affords a very beautiful and valuable tincture called Archill) 
is imported into England, from the Canary and Cape de Verd 
Islands, and considering that St. Helena, from its .similar .<:ituation, 
might also produce it, I have with the approbation of the Hon. 
the Governor, made a collection of lichens, &.c. in the hope that 
amongst them it may be found ; esj)ecially as it appears from tlie 
records of the island in the year 1743, that the true archill had 
been sent from hence to England, and was highly approved of. I 
cannot take upon me to assert that iny search has been perfectly 
successful, but from every information I (;an obtain, 1 am induced 
to believe (hat it has not been entirely the contrary. 1 have not 
had time to make experiments on the lichens collected, nor indeed 
could I have satisfactorily depended upon the result of any, had 
they been made so as to have determined which was archill, 
curried on as they must necessarily have been with considerable 
difficulty, both for the want of proper apparatus, and scientific 
skill and experience on my part. It will afford me the highest 
possible satisfaction, if any of the present collection may prove at 
all conducive to the interests of the Honourable Company. 

The package and box. No. 1, ‘contains a lichen which is con- 
ceived to be a species of rocella : this conjecture is strengthened 
by the information of a gentleman, a native of this island, who 
points it out as the same sort which was approved of at home : it 
grows in abundance on the rocks near the sea, and especially at 
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Gregory’s, Hold-fast Tom, Pro.sperous Bay, and on the windward 
coast of the island, considerable quantities of it might be collected 
very readily and at a trifling expense. 

No. 2. is a lichen which grows upon the gum-wood trees all 
over the island, but particularly on those in the Honourable 
Company’s plantation at Long Wood, where it is abundant. 
From this lichen, it is presumed, a beautiful colour may be ex- 
tracted ; it might also be found valuable as a suhstitute for gum, 
if used according to the process in Lord Dundonald’s patent. 
That nobleman’s report states “ that lib. of dry (prepared) lichen 
“ will do as much work in calico printing as l^lb. of gum 

Senegal, and the diff'erence of price makes a saving of <£46. on 
” each table or press, in war time, and half that in peace.” The 
lichens his Lord.ship .specifies’ are “ those which grow on trees 
“ and shrubs.” It may not be held unreasonable to suppose that 
the liclien of this number may possess superior mucilaginous 
qualities, growing on the bark of a tree which itself yields a very 
pure and excellent gum. 

No. is another lichen, found as No. 2. 

No. 4. a whitish cru.staceous lichen; found in abundance all 
over the island. 

No. 6. is a box containing a specimen of a yellow lichen : this 
is found in many parts of the island, both in the interior and 
towards the sea ; it grows on trees, rocks, and arid soils ; it is 
not so plentiful as the other kinds. 

No. 6. is a lichen growing on rocks, intermixed with No. 1. and 
is in great plenty. 

No. 7. a small fibrous lichen ; found generally, and in abun- 
dance on rocks, walls, &c. 

There is no doubt but this island produces other, and perhaps 
infinitely more valuable lichens than any of those collected ; spe- 
t;imens of which with' all care shall be made. 
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Should it appear to the Honourable Court ot Directors as 
deserving their consideration to obtain from St. Helena the true 
Archill, and it be not found in any of the lichens already 
gathered, if an accurate description of it, with a specimen of the 
plant from Canary or the Cape de Verd, together with instruc- 
tions and tests for experiments could be sent out, it might at once 
be determined whether it is to be found on this island. 

I cannot offer any calculation of the quantity which may at 
present be procured of any of the lichens ; certainly many tons of 
each,' particularly of No. 1. and 2. No. 5. appears to be in the 
least abundance.” Si. Helena, \iHh July, 1809. 

Lieutenant Phillips, of the artillery, also procured five samples 
from the windward rocks of High Knoll. — “ The whole,” says 
he, “ are so very brittle and dry, that in gathering and bringing 
“ them, they were almost reduced to a powder, excepting one 
“ sort, which grows in places more shelteied than the others.” 
After minutely examining them, he inferred that sample No. 1. 
was in the first stage ; No. 2. in the second ; and No. 3. in the 
third ; and that No. 4. and 5. were of two distinct sorts : conse- 
quently High Knoll appears to produce only three diff'erent 
species. They are all to be found in great abundance, except- 
ing No. 2. 

That sort which corresponded, as far as I could judge, with the 
description given of the true Archill moss, was reduced to a fine 
powder, and moistened with strong lime water, urine, and alka^ 
line salt. It soon gave out a pale red : after remaining a few 
days it became of a deeper tint: and the liquid squeezed from 
those ingredients exactly resembled the finest coloured red wines. 

This experiment, made without any skill on my part, when 
added to the observations of Captain Barnes and Lieutenant 
Phillips, and to the information communicated in the official 
letter from the Court of Directors, in 1743, afford a positive 
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demonstration, that the island of St. Helena abounds with 
“ Archill.” 

I have thus pointed out two valuable articles of commerce that 
might be supplied from St. Helena. There are several otliers of 
minor importance, \Vhic!i might l)^ obtained at a very trifling 
expense: amongst which may be reckoned the Somtrine Aloe ; 
the Palma Christi, and the Capsicum. The scientific reader may 
possibly discover, in Doctor Roxburgh’s List of Plants, seve ral 
others deserving attention. 

Of the socotrine aloe, or A loe per foliata, there are two or three 
vai ietfes. They all grow exuberantly ; and consequently might 
he cultivated to any extent. 

I’In* palina christi,* or Jlicinus communis, wliich produces the 
finest sort of castor oil, although a valuable plant, is totally 
neglected. Its inq)ortance, the facility of its culture, and the 
various uses to which it might be em])loyed, are so well explained 
in Captain Rarnes’s official report, that it would be superfluous 
to add more upon this sulqect. 

“ T l)eg leave to ofler to vonr notice the following ol)servations 
on a sultject which 1 humbly conceive would, if properly attended 
to, materially contribute to the Honourable Company’s interests 
on this island, by affording a revenue of some magnitude, from 
a neglected, yef very valuable source, with little com[)arative 
trouble, risk, labour, or expense. 

Some time ago, I had the honour to present ‘you with a small 
specimen of castor oil, I had extracted from the fruit of the 

* The palina christi, of wliicli tlie vernacular name ou St. Helena is physlv, nuts, did 
not escape the notice of Governor Roberts ; for it appears by the consultation, dated the 
30th August, 1709, that he ordered them to be planted. 


1 
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Ricinus communis, of which you was pleased to express your 
approbation ; since that period, 1 have at every leisure moment, 
collected all tlie information I possibly could respecting this 
plant ; and have ascertained by the incontrovertible fact of expe- 
riments, the produce of oil, which on an average may be extracted 
from its fruit ; and I now trespass on your time and patience, in 
laying the resnlls before you. 

As it regaids the |)lant itself, it never has been cultivated on 
St. Helena, but in its wild state grows in great abundance in most 
parts of the island, with vigour and luxuriance equal, if not 
superior to any shrub we have ; it bears a prodigious (|nantity ol 
fruit, which by attention may be obtained all the year round : 
the plants yielding at the same time berries fit for gathering, and 
unripe ones in various stages of growth. 

The situations most favourable to the palina christi, appear to 
be those which are humid and sheltered : there are waste lands of 
this description belonging to the IJonourable Company, on 
which, if plantations of it were formed, immense <aops would 
be produced ; for, it is to be presumed, that if the little care 
necessary was bestowed on its cultivation, its increase would 
be in vast proportion : the vallies in 8t. Helena, wdiieh are for 
the most part well watered, are peculiarly adapted for this pur- 
pose, and so ready is it to vegetate, that by only dropping the 
bean on the ground, and occasionally affording it water, it will 
.speedily grow in- any soil, and at any season of the year. 

The expense ofcidtivatitig this sliruh, even if many plantations 
of it were formed, would be inconsiderable ; little, ifany, prepar- 
ation of the soil is required for it ; neither cattle, sheep, goats, 
rats, or mice (so destructive to most other plants and Imiis) will 
touch it ; fences are not therefore necessary to its preservation ; 
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and from the time the seed i.s phieed in tlie earth to the period of 
gathering its produce, one man is fully conipetent to the manage- 
ment and care, of at least, 1000 plants. 

As a .slirub, it might also he rendered very useful. Where 
inclosures are made by sunken fences, or sod walls, on these, as 
an additional security, it might be advantageously pl^anted, being 
of <pji(;k growth, tliick and strong. Considerable quantities of 
fuel would also be obtained from it, which might be used in pre- 
paring tlie castor oil. 

It would doubtless be foniul serviceable in oilier respects, as 
lime and ex[)erience would afford opportunilies to demonstriite. 

In eolicctiiig the fruit, neither much lime nor labour would be 
consumed, and con.se(|uently little expense incurred. Children 
(who for the most part are lirought up in habits of idleness on 
this island) might be beneficially eiiqiloyed for this purpose, and 
their reward made commensurate to their diligence. 

I’he process I adopted in extracting the oil, and which has 
pioveil successful, 1 need no.t in this report detail ; not that I 
have the least objection so to do to any one, [larticularly to you, 
who have always been good enough to honour with your ap- 
proval the humble attempts I have made to afford satisfiiction 
to my honourable employers ; but it may lie necessary to state, 
that it is an expeditious method, sure, and attended with .small 
cost. 

The fruit being gathered at a proper ago, I cah safely assert, 

that in the several extracts 1 have made, the produce of pure 

*■0 *• • ^ 
castor oil has never been less than in the proportion of one-third 

of the weight of the bean ; generally approaching nearer to half 

the weight, and that the average which may be fairly e.stimated 

is fufl forty per cent. 

The refuse of the bean after the oil is obtained, I understand 
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to be a very nutritious and wholesome food for cattle, hogs, 
and of which they are particularly fond. 

The modes which Avould be proper to ado}»t in the cultivation 
of the Ricinus, is not for me to attempt an arrangement of; but 
I take the liberty to state, that sujiposing an acre of land to be 
occupied with full grown, bearing shrubs, the best distance they 
should be from each other would perhaj)s be ten feet, which would 
allow c 3(>0 plants on an acre, including room ibr watei' trenches, 
&.C. : upon a moderate calculation each tree would yield 50 pounds 
weight of beans per annum ; this would amount to 18,000 [)Ounds 
weight per acre: the produce in oil, taking it only iit one-(liird, 
wo\dd be 0,000 |)ounds, or 750 gallons : suj.'posing this (|nantity 
sold at 12.V. per gallon (whicfi 1 am told is far niulei' the market 
price), would bring ,£450. .sterling. The expense of cnltivation, 
manufacture, and freight to England, say X'50. ; so that a |)ro- 
bable profit of 4)400. per ame would arise to the Honourable 
Company. Twenty-eight acres, containing 10,000 trees, would 
at this rate produce an annual revenue of XI 1,200. 

As the seasons in tlic ccjuable climate of tins island would luit 
little aflect plantations of this valuable shrub, calculations may 
be formed concerning them with some degree of certainty ; and 1 
have no hesitation in saying, that the loregoing one is likely to 
be much within w hat may be justly expected to accrue from the 
culture of the palma christi, and the preparation of castor oil 
from its fruit. • 

It must, however, be understood, tliat some time would neces- 
sarily elapse (perhaps a year or two) before any considerable 
advantage could lie experienced ; and even should not what I 
have suggested prove to answer in every point, the trial may be so 
easily made on an inferior scale, and at so little hazard, trouble, 
and expense, that, with submission, I conceive it would not be 
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impolitic to attempt it, especially as the oil which may be so had, 
would more than repay the cost of obtainintjf it, l)y permitting it 
to be used foi‘ burning in lamps ; for which [nirpose 1 know none 
better, giving a clear, steady, and brilliant light, and oflending 
neither in smoke nor smell. 

It these thoughts shonhl induce any experiments to be made 
on this subject, I am, uiuler your approval, not only ready to 
siipei intend the plantation of the shrub, and the manufacture of 
the oil, but I am sanguine enough to state, that in case of tin lure, 
1 will endure; iny trouble as my compensation ” 

Ot, the Capsicum, Doctor Hoxburgh mentions three sorts ; the 
cerasiformc, or cherry-|)epper ; the or bell-pej)|)er, and 

the /f7//^‘.vcc«.v, or shruijhy pepper. J’here may possibly be others 
which have escaped liis nati<‘t; ; for amongst them is tliat kind 
which yiehls the l)est sort of Cayan-pep|)(:r. They all thrive 
luxuriantly in the low vallies near the sea, producing two, some- 
times three, crops in the year. In tliose places, tlie ydants raised 
from tlie seed, bear fruit in nine months ; and at Plantation- 
house, where it is cooler, 'in eleven; shewing, on the same ])lant, 
blossom, unripe ami ripe fruit, all the year round. 

Those who are experienced in the culture of capsicum, recom- 
mend an (iniiual succession ot plants, because they tiegenerate, 
or become unproductive, after three years. By ^ h is means there 
can l)e no doubt that immense <|uantities might be raised, and at 
a trilling ex|)ense. In short, Irom all that has- been stated con- 
cerning the mineral and vegetable productions of St. Helena, and 
its fertile soil and tine climate, it mnsv be evident (as Hovernor 
Byfield observed in the year 1730) that “ if the inhabitants were 
a diligent, industrious, laborious |)eopIe, such as you want, 
•“ and they ought, and this place requires, they might raise many 
' ‘ things for the supply of shipping, xvhich would turn to a very 
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“ good account ; for the island is really capable of considerable 
" improvement. We have set them a good example, and hear- 
‘‘tily wish tliey had discretion enough to follow it.”* 

Notwiihsbinding this complaint oi a want of diligence, industry, 
and iliscretion amongst the inhabitants, T observe by the Records, f 
thal Mr. livfield’s unremitting exertions had brought the island 
into a higher state of improvement than at any period of its history. 
During his administration, the inhabitants were so abundantly 
supj)lied w ith island productions, that there w as no demand what- 
ever for salted beef and pork from the ]>ublic stores. I’he small 
quantifies that remained in .store, Mr. Byfield requested permis- 
sion to have sent to Bencoolen : in order “ that it should .sell for 
“ a little, rather than be all lost, w hich mu.st be the case if it 
“ remain here ; for we have not any demand or occasion for it.”l; 
This retro.spect to the Records clearly shew s, that if St. Helena 
were properly managed, and agriculture carried on to the extrait of 
which the island is capable, the demand for imj)orted [U'ovisions 
might be reduee<l to a mere trifle. 

It is well known that St. Helena, sinc«' the [leriod of its dis- 
covery. has been successively, and exclusively appropriated by the 
Portuguese, Dutch, and English, as a place of rendezvous and 
refreshment for .ships returning from India. No expense has 
been sjjared to render it suitable to this imj)ortant purpose. Many 
judicious orders and regulations have been from time to time sent 
from Eiigland : and it w as particularly enjoined “ to render every 
“ acre of grotind capable of cultivation, as productive as the 
“ nature of the soil would admit.” So earlv as 1675, the govern- 
incut was told l>y the Directors of tlie East India Company, 
that “ We find there is wanting industry and pains-taking iu 

* Extract from official It ttcr, dated the 24\\\ June, 1730. 

I Letter, 2()th May, 17 ^ 0 . I Governor ByfieUrs Ixutor, 2r)th May 1730, 
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many of the inhubitants ; which vve will not permit to con- 
“ tinue amongst you : for they that will not plant, ami take care 
“ for provisions of their own, we will not supply them ; rather 
“ send them home under the title of drones.” 

This threat was aetnally (‘arried into execution by Oovernor 
lloberts in the year 1708; and had a temporal^ ellect. Hut, 
notwithstamling those orders and menaces, and all that had been 
done during more than a century to excite a proper spirit of 
industry amongst the landholders, 1 found on my arrival in 1808, 
tliat 88 acres; in gardens and potatoe groimds, was the total 
(piantity of cultivation. This indeed was barely sufficient fora 
scanty su|)f)ly to the sliipping ; and the produce was sold at the 
most exorbitant rates. Under such circumstances, it may readily 
Ite imagined, that little, if any, of the island produce was coii- 
siimerl by the inhabitants. The fact is, that in 1808, there was 
a population ofdOOO living almost wholly upon Iffie public stores, 
obtaining most of the neces.saries of life in profusion, at prices 
not exceeding one-third of the prime cost in England.* 

Nothing could [>ossibly l>e more adverse to im|)rovement.s than 
so strange and iinprc<'edented a system. The feeding of a popu- 
lation was not only banefid in its ellect upon industry and cul- 
tivation, blit the scanty produce which .so small a portion of the 
lands alfordcd, aided by a combination fo keep up the prices, had 
enhanced every article of farm pnaluce to such a degree, that the. 
object of mainlaining the island, at so great* an ex[>en,se, was 
almost entirely defeated. The commanders of shiirs could not 
purcha.^e refreshments for the seamen at the rates which were 
extorted : acconlingly, they took no more than what they re- 
fpiired for themselves and passengers ; and the consequence 
was, that the quantities exported, of island products greatly 

♦ See juige 207. 
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dimiiuslied.^ It will scarcely be credited that so determined was 
the spirit of conibinatioil to keep up the [)rices, that rather than 


^ Ahstrari <{f the jyrhidpal Articles of Fanning Stock exported 1810; shewbig 
the increase of Prices, and the decrease in the means of Refreshment to Shipping , . 


1 

AnTlCI,E>. 

Prices in 1 810. 

COMPARATIVE 

EXPORTS. 


1810. 

1780. 

I’riccs in 1789. 

Unllockx killed, 

Is, 2d, per lb. 

Viiinber. 

17<: 

Number. 

,340 

Of/, per 11). 

Unslu'ls of Potatoes, 

10s. to 12.V. 

3288 

340S 

O.v. per bushel. 

Umudic.N of Vegetables, 

not ascertained. 

37 r, 

not ascert''. 

llaskcts of A[)pl(*s, Peaches, 

j* ditto 

88 

ditto 

, 

Oranges, J^gs, Sec. 




1 

1 

> 

si 

10,v. or 12 a‘. 

139 

181 

Gs, per evvt. 

Porn pious, - - • 

- v. Gd. to 5 a‘, each 

1118 

2032 

l.s. Of/, each. 

Turkics, - - - 

d2,s\ to 42.V. do. 

278 

725 

5s, to 8.s‘. each. 

Geese, - - • 

2 I s. to 25.V. do! 

5)5 

28 

O.v. each. 

Ducks and Fowls, - 

7^. bV/. to 12.S*. do. 

1810 

5101 

1 .V. Of/, to 2s, 

Hogs and Pigs killed, - 

1 v, 3d* per lb. 

170 

M7 

Gd, per Ih. 

wSlu'cp, - - - 

lOv. to 60.s‘. each. 

25 

' 20 1 

2 l.s. each. 


This Abstract clearly shews that tlie refreshments to shipping in the year 1/80, and 
particulurty in beef, liogs, slieep, and poultry, wlicn the sale of rice and paddy to the 
inhabitants from tlie Company’s stores amounted to no more than L327» per annum, 
were far more abundant tliaii they have been of late years, notwithstanding the annual 
sale of rice and paddy, had augmented to per annum, in ISOJ). 

From this ten-fold augmentation of the issues (>f jjaddt/^ which is the graii^ used for 
feeding stock, it might have been expected thattlic quant Uies of stock raised, would have 
been proportionally increased; but effects directly contrary liavc been produced; for, not 
only have the quaniliics greatly diminished, but the prices have been raised in a triple, 
or quintuple, pr()])ortion. The theory of markets finding their own level, can never be 
applied to 8t. Helena. Tlu^ markets there are always deranged by the arrival of fleets. 
To these alfhuc the islacders kjok for a sale of their prodvurts ; and from th.e captains and 
passengc’s they demand whatever prices they chouse. Nothing can prevent exorbitant 
prices being demanded, hut tiic interposition of Government. If the prices were regulated 
5ind kept within moderate hounds, a greater degree of industry would be ex eitcd,^a greater 
quantity of stock would he raised, and the islanders, l)y a more extensive sale, would 
derive a greater profit, or return, during the year.* In 181 1, the Government did inter- 
j)ose, aiul ])rohibiied any person demanding, or receiving, more than five shillings for a 
fowl ; the other sorts of poultry were reduced in the same proportion ; and potatoes fell 
in price, by the effect of the Coinjiany’s farms. 

* See Section XIII. p. 85. 
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lower potatoes from 10 or 12 shillings a bushel, and rather than 
feed slaves and servants, and (iir less live stock, with s»» fminuble 
a coininodity, the crops were actually snH'ered to rot at the larius, 
and lujHiy cart loads were thrown into the sea. The price of 
every other article was in the same proj)ortion. 

In regard to raising the pri<;es of t.h<‘ island produce, no reason- 
able grounds have ever existed. From taxes the inhabitants an* 
vvhrdly exempted. They are snl)ject -neither to j)oor rates nor 
tvthes ; anri they hold their lands at an extremely motletatir rtait, 
that is, from l.v.'.tV/. b* 5.v. or (>.v. per acre. Tlie war taxes in 
Kngianfl have not extended to this place ; and which can only 
be I'elt, and that in a very trilling degree, n])on woollen manu- 
facture, and a few other European articles. Tlie necessaries of 
life (beef and pork, Hour and rice) had remained at the same 
prices since the year 1772 ! ! l"rom this period to 1808 the beef 
and pork, supplied from the Company’s stores, had invariably 
been sold to tlie inhabitants, both white and black, at id. per 
pound ; Hour at 2yr/, ; rice at. a little more than id., and paddif* 
at fd. ]>er jiound. Hetween the years 1800 ami 1808, there being- 
no restriction on the issues of those articles from the [lublic stores,! 
the conseipience was, that in this short period, the annual charges 
of the island had incriiased from ,T()0,000. in 1800, to .£1 -'>7,000. 
in 1808.! But, aftei- having most clearly ascertained, by referring 
to the Company’s orders, that neither the low prices at which 
provisions wer<‘ sold, nor the profuse issues from the public stores 

* J’adJi/ is rl< i' iu tin- lmsl<, witli wliitli poultry .'nid liorses, he., are fed. 

t In justice to th(‘ late Colonel llrookc* J must observe, that during the vvhoI<‘ of his 
iricriiorious administration, the demands on the publir stores for lm[)()ned provisions were 
very* trilling; and tlu‘ rcfieshnienls supplied to the slii|)ping were sold at extremely 
moderate rates. See Comparative PriecM, 1/89 and J810, page Ixlv 

I See page U 08 . 


k 
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had ever been sanctioned by tlie Court of Directors, a reform 
was adopted, which, by its {gradual operation, produced a reduc- 
tion in the charges of the island, from in 1808, to 

£104,880. in 1812.* 

Another cause of tlie increase of the island charges, was a total 
neglect of the orders of the Company to extend cultivation. This 
would have uiidoubtedly been the best means of lessening the 
demands on the public stores, and of augmenting the stock of 
cattle : but, instead of obeying those orders, the farmers grailually 
became graziers. Their cattle and sheep were left to themselves 
on the pastures; and no provision of fodder of any kind was ever 
thought of, to meet a season of drought. Lands forrneily in 
cultivation were abandoned and overgrown with weeds; and few 
traces of industry were to be seen. Under such circumstances, 
the increase of population, that is, of planters and their slaves, 
had been of no advantage to the island ; for in the year 1717, 
when the total of those inhabitants was only 833, there were 
17fk> cattle on the island ; and in 1812, when the same class of 
inhabitants had increased to 1732, tlieir stock of cattle was no 
more than 1494. 

Such were the real causes of all the existing evils. Had the 
same energies which are so conspicuous during the governments 
of Me.ssrs. Roberts, Pyke, Bytiehl, and Dunbar, f (between the 


^ Sue Note, [iRgu .20H, 

t “ (iovernor Hobcrts^ ailiirinistration (I70S-1 1 ) may juslly be said to form a new a-ra 
in the Instorv ol' St. l b Icim. Tiie freneral disorder into wliicli tlie island had fidlen, and 
tno acmnnilated defeels whieli bail arisi'M and multiplied under his predeees.sors. were al 
oiKe eoria'ctinl hy his able eondnct. Attention to business, ref;iilarify, and economy 
nere established in ^•\ ery de|.artim-nt ; whilst strict justice, and a conscientious reoard to 
the (ompany s interests, distinguished the measures of tliis excellent Governor.” 

“ Hy a vigorous exeeution of laws, whieh had long been di.sregarded, Cajrtain Roberts 
)i.udeied JnmseJl obnoxious to those wlio were desuous of accommodating Uicir private 
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years 1708 to 1746) been followed up, St. Helena, at the present 
time, would have been in the most tluurishin^ condition. Its 


view^ Rt tlio ovpuiisc' of tin* Compain’s Inlcrost ; and, as truth and justice eouJd Idrni no 
basis tor open nanonstranci*, si‘cret niisreprt sentation and detraction were the only va’a> 
pons that could Ik* employed* against him Tliese, togtther uith a ])laimi])l(‘ stattaneni 
delnered to the Court of Directors by (ieor^e lIoskinMin, a wealth\ planter, of inhunous 
character, at length suect‘(‘di‘d in etfecting the reinoxal oi' Captain Robert. The ground- 
less charges which had b(‘eu prefeired against linn, wert* soon detected; and tin* unjust 
ireatnuait of tht* man whost' merits had btvn so conspicuous, justly excited tiu* slrongt*si 
indigniation 

(iovi rnor Pf/h( was twice m chargt* of tlie CfO\einnu‘nt ; first, in 1 7ld-l5), and after- 
wards in Ills attention was principally direct(‘d to agricultural impnnemeiit. 

Although he had manv olisiaclv^ to t‘ncounter, yet, in li\e years, he restored (he island 
from a most ruinous condituui, to as flourishing a state as (‘ould be* expec ted, considering 
the* difficulties Ik* had to o\ercome. He has vcTy justly lu'cii accusc*d of ‘ arliitrary con- 
duct ; but upai the whole*, (he Court of Directors were satisfic‘d w'ith Ins first adminis- 
tration, and re-appointed him (iovcTiior m 

During fi\e yc*ars tliat Mt. ///y/n/c/ filled the Chair, from 1727 17 *^ 2 , his savings 

Icir till* Com]un\ were ealeulat(‘d at TIu*ir sense of his merits w’as manifested 

))\ an addition to his salary, and oIIht marks of l)i\our. The inhahitaiits also, al tout 


fi\e nioiitlis afli'i llu'ir llheration froin«tlie galling yoke* of Captain Smytirs tyranny, 
tc*stifii‘d tlieir iU'kiiow Ic'dgments m an address to Mr. Ry field, for his equitable adminis- 
li alion , and, in the following yeai*, again tcx>k occasion to express their high sense of his 
just and indulgent diijxisition. Rut, when the recollection of former sufferings wod 
oppression had worn off, present blessings were undervalued, and discontents fomeilte4 
against the man, who, by general confession, had every diaim to esteem and affection. A 
}X)yv(*rfu) party was formed against him, and a deputation of two of its tnemibers Wife tStti 


home to lay their pretended grievances before the Court of Directcns.’’ ^ 

“ Ryficid, indignant at lliis ungrateful treatment, retired ftoni his gi^tioiti^ 
but whilst his enemies succeeded in driving him from the isknd^ thtiy vr&fe little 
tlu* punishgfient they had been jireparing for themselves. Captain Pyko was 
to succeed, and arrived in March 1732. During his second adminjbtiildjo^i ^ w 
justified the cliargc of arbitrary conduct, of which he was accused. iPlie iroa 
tants were ignominiously whipped and imprisoned for trivial offences ; the military offlo 
fined* and suspended without courts-martial,’' &c. &c.* The day on which Mr, 


* Mr. Brooke’s History of St. Helena. 
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inhabitants, by being compelled to industrious habits, would 
have been afflueuf ; and its fertile lands, by yielding more than 
two crops a year, would have supplied, in al)undanc<-, almost 
every necessary of life. 

St. Helena has generally been represented as a barre}i rock ; 
but this is not the fact. There are two or three; thousand acres, 
(as already ob.served) covered with excellent soil of unusual depth, 
and capable of cullivalion. Comparing it w ith Malta, every 
part of which I have explored, I consider it infinitely superior 
in capabilities. In Malta thei'c is scarcely any natural soil, and 
yet that island abounds in corn, cotton, silla, and Iruit ot all 
kinds ; and the prices of provisions ar<- moderate. Its fields, 
formed at a great expense, by bringing soil from Sicily, contri- 
bute to support a large population, and its cotton-thread is a 
valuable export. 

Rut, at Malta, every man depends on his own industry : at St. 
Helena, on the contrary, it is remarkable that all, with very few 
exceptions, are under no such dejiendence. If a soldier be 
employed in labour, it matters not to him whether he l)e idle or 
active ; he knows he is clothed, f<;d, and paid, at the Company’s 
expense. It is the same with the .slave ; for he, poor man, 
has no stimulus to exertion ; he is also fed and clotheil by his 
master, but not paid. And in respect to some others, and the 

embarked for Faigland, be gives a very snnmuiry \ lew of llu* state tlie island : " We 

have bad,*’ says be, ‘ a fine .eason again; and this jilaet* plentiihlly abounds with /janiy 
^ and heef^ and /f/Ze /<7/D7eA. Letter to the Court of Directors, iMlh March, 

Governor Dunbar was unwearied in hi.^ exertions (17^13-7) to watch over the* re- 
sources and fertility ot the island. He inlrodLec‘d llu' plough ; and his c'Xjierinients in 
the cultivation of oats, barlt'y, and wheat, at Long Wood, gave rise to sucli hopes ol‘ sue- 
cess, tliala liarn Avas erected there;’’' Init his successor had no tasti* tor irnprovenients, and 
those promusing beginnings were totally forgotten, and no longer llioiight ol', until the year 
1808 * 
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free blacks, they contrive, by extorting bigli wages, to provide 
their maintenance by tw'o or three days labour in the week, 
w'hicii enables them to purchase from the public stores, at a 
cheap rate, a sulliciency of imported procisious for themselves and 
families. 

Such w as the state of St. Helena, in t he year 1808. It is there- 
fore by m» means surprising that clamours aro,sc, aifd that repre- 
sentations were made, coneerning the very inadecpiate refrcsliment 
which the islaiul ati’orded. 

lint, sime tlml time considerable changes have taken place; 
the Company’s farms have l)een establislierl ; Chinese labourers 
have been ilitrodueed ; and a much larger (plant ity of land brought 
into c'lbivation, both by the government and individuals. The 
olvjects I had in view' by establishing those farms were to place, 
beyond all contradiction, the capabilities of the soil and climate ; 
to set gotnl examples of English husbandry ; to defeat the com- 
binati<ms already mentimied ; and to rt^gulate, or keep within 
reasonalde bounds, the market jirices. All th<“se intentions had 
been fnltilled in 1812. Potatoes liad fallen in jirice, from I2.v. to 
4.S'. a bns|i(,‘l deliviM’ed at the iarm.s, and to b.v. m •James’.s IViwn. 
Some of the planters, liaving superabundant crops, publicly 
advertised to sell at d.s‘..(i</. ; but this was rather discouraged until 
cultivation shall have been more extended, |)arti( ularly as the 
commanders of the Company’s sliips declared they were perfectly 
satisfied with tlie reduced prices. 

Many of those coirmianders, as w ell as captains of II, M. ships, 
very liTindsomely acknowledgcfr the great benetits their crews had 
derived from the ample sii[)plies of vegetable produce ;* and it 

^ VViieii H. M, slii]) Illustrious arrived at St. Helena on the IDtli July, 1813 , Captain 
Skene represented the deplorable state, of hi.s crew; being worn out by long residence in 
India, and many of them severely tainted with scurvy. One hundred and lifty-four men 
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seemed very generally to be admitted, that whilst St. Helena can 
furnish large (juantities of potatoes and vegetables at luotlerate 
rates, it could seldom be necessary to make ajiy demam! ioc 
beef at tlie island price, which is fourteen pence per j:>ound ; for 
in all disorders incidental to seamen after .long voyages, (except 
in cases of great debility,) it is probable that a vegetable regimen, 
combined with ships provisions and wholesome beer, may be 
nearly, if not wholly as efficacious in promoting a recovery as a 
change from salt to fresli meat. The question seems to be, whether 
sixteen pounds of potatoes (which cost fourteen pence) l»e equiva- 
lent to one pound of fre.sh meat. The experiment is worthy a 
trial, if not already made. 

From these recent facts, it will readily be ])erceived how very 
easily St, Helena might be rendered the most perfect and com- 
plete place of refreshment for .ships in the world. All that is 
wanting is to promote and encourage the culture of the lands. If 
the present scale of cultivation w^ere enlarged, and plantations 
of trees extended to many of those parts that are unfit for other 
purposes, there cannot be a doidjt, that every nece.ssary refresh- 
ment for fleets, and food for the inhabitants, as well as useful 
timber and fuel, might be produced in the greatest abnndance. 

The laudable sj)irit for improvement, which at present exists 
among some of the landholders, aflfords a fair prospect of' attaining 
all the.se objects. “ Plantations of trees,” .says Governor Wilks,* 
“ are l)econie a favourite object with most of the landholders, 
“ since the destruction of the goats, has begun to shew that trees 

M erc upon the sick list, iiieapablu of duty : but on the Ist of September, when he sailed 
for England, most of them w^ere restored to health ; and the sick list was reduced to 
thirty. Their recovery was chiefly ascribed to the abundant use of vegetables, and whohw 
some beer. 

♦ Governor Wilks’s Agricultural Report, dated 10th March, 1815. 
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can really be preserved:* and also, since plants have been 
“ procurable. According’ fo pre.sent appearances, penal obliga- 
“ tions wdl be superllnons. At present, my chief* doubt arises 
"■ from the ap]>?’ehension that 1 .shall not be able to supply the 
whole of the demaiids for the present year.” 

Jt has been already stateil, that the climate of St. Helena is 
remarkal)ly pure and salubriou.s, and wholly exempted from 
gales and tempests. There is abnndaliee of fine w ater, and a safe 
and commodious anchorage all along the leeward coast, where 
ships are not only sheltered by the high land, ))nt are most pow- 
eitully protected by the fire of the batteries. And as Ht. Helena 
is in itself a place of great strength, .situated in the direct tract of 
''hips leturning from India, it ..eeins in.possiltle to imagine a port 
mole [leenliarly adapted for the ])urposes tow'hich it has been so 
Ion g a p p r o I > r i a ted . 

I he ( ape of (mod Hope, since it has become a British colony, 
appears, however, to have been considered as a more suitable 
rendezvous, hresh meat, /lour, and wines, can undoubtedly be 
procured there upon more moderate terms than at St. Helena. I 
know of no other su,,eriority that the Cape possesses ; and 1 am 
firmly persuaded, if the circa in .stances of both climates, more 
especrally the uniform ami moderate breezes of St . Helena, were 
compared ami contrasted with tlie tremendous gales to which the 
latitmleof the Cape is subject, at all .sea.son.s of the year,t that 


J he iidvavil.-ij^es tliat. were expocied to result from the extermination of tlie goats 
have bee,* re.slised ; (lu'y are point, d out Tn the first Section of tl, is Work: nd.ieh is 
;dmo.,t rerbattm my ollieial minute upon this subject, dated the 20th of September, JSIO. 
Althougli thi.s nna.nre .net vvitit .some opposition in the first instance, there i.s not, now, 
one person on tiie i.slatid wl.o entertains a doubt of its expediency. 

t lu the montl. of November, I/!.;), which is a summer mont!., H.M. sl.ip Sceptre’ 
and eveiy vessel m fable Bay, was driven on shore. Had there been u valuahle India 
licet il.erc at the time, it is highly probable that tlie whole would have shared the same 
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such a cornpfirison would lead to a conclusion, that the Cape of 
Good IJoj)e is not only inferior to St. Helena as a rendezvous, 
but is o| all |)la<;es llie most unsafe, and the most improper for 
the rc'^ort orvaluablr' fleets. 

In onler, however, that the rea<ler may form his own judgment 
on this (juestion, I shall here [iresent him with an account of 
the elnnate ot the Cajie, us given in a recent pidilication.* 

‘‘ For nearly hall'tlie year the south-east wind prevails, and at 
thnes rages witli the most des[)erate violence. I’he inliabitants 
of (^ape 'Fown are ajiprised of its approach, by observing at first 
a small white cloud, or mist, rising between the mountains called 
the Devil’s head and the 'J’able mountain ; soon alter the Table 
mountain itself liecomes enveloped in thick cloud or mist, and 
the storm almost instantly liegins, and roars in the most terrific 
manner, without ceasing, many days together. At its height 
nothing can scarcely stand against it. Waggons drawn liy 
twelve or fourteen oxen are fre<juently blown out of the road.” 

“ Those dreadful storms continue, for different periods, from 
three or four, to nine or ten days ; and between the periods the 
heat is very intense. The spring opens about the end of Augusf, 
and the two hottest days I ever remember, were the Christinas 
days ot the years 1811 and 1812 ; on the former of which, l»y a 
thermometer in Cape Town, the degree of heat was, at half-past 
nine in the morning, at 120 degrees, and was thought to be 
still mori! in the advance of the day.” 

“ During the prevalence of those hurricanes, not only the 
sensations of invalids are acute to an extreme, but even the 
robust and the liealthy feel its dreadful eflects. The frequent and 
almost momentary transitions from heat to cold are extremely 
unpleasant and dangerous to an English or Eurojiean constitu- 
* 1 lie Importance of the Cape of Good Hope, published in 1S14, by R. B. Fisher, Esq. 
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tion, until it is inured 1o it. I’lie fine.st part of tlie year is termed 
the winter, cormnencinj* about March or April, to the latter end 
ofAni»nst. or beifinnirii? of September. This is the rainy seas^m, 
when it frequently rains in torrents for many days, and the houses 
and whole town are’delntfed w'ith water. But in the intervals of 
rain the temperature of the air is remarkably mild and [)leasat»t, 
and tlie atmosphere most uncommonly clear. It is seldom or 
ever very cohl, except that .sort of e<dd which arises from damp. 
The tops of the mountains are at this season covered with snow ; 
but r scarce ever remember to have seen snow on the plains.” 

“ 111 Table liay, which is known to be excessively deep and 
rocky, an'd as it were the surrounding <*onntry reversed, for many 
months in the year no sliips can land, or even enter; and, if any, 
being before in the Bay, continue there during those months, 
which is sometimes unavoidable, they ride with very great diffi- 
culty, and in considerable danger, with head and liow anchors, 
which are frequently obliged to be shifted at the turn of tide. 
Even in the finest season, and often in the calmest weather, there 
is an immense surge which there is nothing to break. There 
are no liarbours, docks, or quays ; a complete open road-sted, 
and nothing but a long projecting jetty about 300 yards, on 
which if you cannot safely land, you must be content to go stern 
foremost with the surge, and be left on the sand.” 

“ There are only .six months in the year in which .ships ever 
venture into Table Bay ; and during the winter season, the 
Admiral on the station, and the men of war, constantly go round 
to Fahie Bay, and take shelfer'in Simon’s Bay. The number of 
vessels said to have been lost in ’J’able Bay is almost incredible. 
I myself saw two shijis^^iat, in the same night, broke from their 
anchors, run aground, and were totally lost, and when the 
weather was not very tempestuous.” 

I 
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This account of the dangers of Table Bay, and the frequency 
of long continued and violent tempestuous gales, must satisfy 
every disinterested person, that St. Helena is, from its local cir- 
cumstances, infinitely superior, in every respect, as a place of 
rendezvous and refreshment. At the Cape, “ the number of 
“ vessels said to be lost is almost incredible.” At St. Helena, 
there is not, on record, a single instance (nor can there ever be) 
of a vessel being lo.st by bad weather. How great then must have 
been the value and importance of this small island to the commer- 
cial interests of the East India Company ! If their ships, dur- 
ing the last century and a half, had heen compelled to resort to 
the Cape instead of St. Helena, it may readily be imagined that, 
in such a climate, immense losses of ships, and property, and 
lives, would have been sustained ; and that the Company, at 
the present time, (as they never insure) must have been minus 
several millions sterling ! 

It is said that False Bay and Saldanha Bay afford some degree 
of security against storms : but admitting this to be fact, still 
those bays are objectionable, because they are situated in a bois- 
terous region ; consequently, neither of them could ever be made 
.so perfectly secure against the eleinents> (and I may add, against 
an enemy) as the port of St. Helena is at the present moment. 

To erect fortifications and public buildings, in short, to make 
new settlements at Saldanha, or False Bay, would necessarily be 
attended with prodigious expen.?es ; after all, no public benefit 
could possibly arise : at least in the refreshment of ships. Indeed 
from all I have heard, I have great reason to believe, tliat few 
commanders, on their returning voyage.s, would optionally, for 
the sake of refreshment, run the risk of their own property by 
remaining in those latitudes a longer time than is nece.ssaiy : 
from which indeed they seem at all times glad to escape as soon 
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as possible, and to make for St. Helena, a safer port, vvliere they 
can have every article they stand in need of ; although, of late 
years, at rather a greater expense, 

I have already noticed that fresh meat, flour, and wine, are the 
orily articles which are procurable at the Cape in greater plenty, 
and at a cheaper rate, than at St. Helena. The first, I have en- 
deavoured to shew, is not very es.sential to the refreshment of 
seamen, where vegetables are in abundance. The second is never 
required by the India ships, because they are so well provided 
for the voyage^ that tl ey frequently dispose of the surplus to the 
inhabitants, and sometimes to the Government of the island. 
In respect to Cape wine, by the late arrangements, there has 
always been (since the withdrawing of spirits from the island) a 
provision for the garrison iit the public stores: consequently, 
some could at any time be spared for the ships if it should be 
wanted. 

Hence it must be obvious there can be no want of refresh- 
ments : and as all those scenes of riot and intemperance, which 
had for many years disgraced this settlement, are happily at an 
end, l»y a prohibition on the import of spirits, and by the intro- 
duction of breweries and beer-houses, I will venture to say, 
there is no sea-port, or garrison, in the world, where sailors and 
soldiers can be permitted to land witli so little risk of committing 
excesses. This, indeed, was clearly ascertained, in August, 1813. 
Captain Halliday, commanding His Majesty's, ship Tigre, per- 
mitted 300 of his men to go on shore in one day. They went 
into il>e town and country, coftducting themselves in the most 
orderly manner, and retired quietly on board in the evening, 
withotit a single instance of intoxication. 

When this fact is contrasted with the following account of the 
exhibitions in garrison, a few years before, some idea may be 
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formed of the manifold advantages which have resulted from the 
abolition of spirit houses, and the intiodiiction of breweries.* 

* The house's for rotailin^* spirits were alx»Iished on the lf>th of May, 1809. The 
garrison ir\ lliat tinn' consisted of about 1250; ol‘ whom 1:52 were sick in liospi^ii!. 
Four inontlis aiier that al)olition, the patients Avere reduced to 4h: but, as it was ibund 
inipriicticable to |)ut down iiit(*mperance, whilst chmj) sjnrHs were on llie island, the 
Government adopted jneasures to prevent any being landed : which have completely had 
the desirt'd elfect. 

Soon alter the total abolition ol‘ spirits, in 1810, tlie patients in hospital gTadually de- 
clined to between 30 and 10 ; wbich, (c()nsideniig then' were, at that time, about 100 
non-eflectivi's, and others tar advanciul in life) weri‘ as few as could well be t‘xj)ecte(I. 
Tills snr|)rising rc'duction is to be ascrilied solely to a change oi’diet, arising from a more 
abundant sujijily of \egetabl(‘s, and from substituting wliolesonu' beer h)r an abominable 
deleterious sjiirit, such as nc‘\\ llcngal rum or an-ack ; oI‘ wbicb, for many years Ixdbre, 
more than 30(^ leagers Avere anmially eonsinned on tlli^ small island ! 

‘‘ It will hardly be credited,^’ said the late I)<K tor Adam llaildon, in his oflicial r(‘port, 
24tli NoA'ember, 1808, ‘‘ that soldiers and others are frecpiently brought to the liospital 
as far advanced in real scurvy, as if they had just landed after a long voyage : and many 
who arc brought for other complaints, are eonsiderablv tainted Avitli this disease. 

This is to be ascribed to the great prevalence of’ drunkenness, Avhlch is a siihject, in 
my opinion, deserving tiie most sei’ious attention. The health and comtbrt of tlic soldic'rs, 
and coiisetjuentiv the strength of the garrison, are so Aery materially affected by it, tlial 
to find some method by Avhich it Avould be efiectually prevented, becomes a consideration 
of no small irnpirtance. 

On iny arrival I was iniicb surprised at the great number of patients attacked with 
liver comiilaints. The mildness of the climate led me to suppose that such complaints 
ought not to be common Ihmx', and I very soon discoAXTcd, that the cause of tliose com- 
plaints, and of toil r-fi fills ot'tlie diseases in the hosjiital, originate AvhoIIy in the excessive 
use of sjiirituous liquors* In the colder cliniate of Britain, liviT cornjilaints are rarely 
met with, and an* general I \ ct>rlineii to hard drinkers; and more esjiecially dram-drinkers. 
It is in this way that most of the spirits here a.v consumed. Indeed, the use of all in- 
toxicating liijuors jiroduces a craving for a repetition; and the stimulus given to the 
stomjK*h is so sudden and so pow-erful, and the degrex* of exhaustion that follow s so great, 
that this eraviiig in those accustomed to sjiirits, often bec'omes more powc'Hul than hunger 
or thirst ; so tliat tlu' soldiers in this slate, though perfectly certain of punishment, will 
c'ominit almost any crime rather than forego their dnmis. It is well known to every officer 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


Ixxvii 


Upon iny arrival, in 1808, I was forcilily stni<3k witlj the dis- 
orderly conduct of the soldiers. Scenes of the grossest intem- 
perance were daily exhibited at the spirit houses. Crowds of 

soldiers and sailors were in constant attendance, rioting aud 

€ 

in garrison, lliat in dninkonncss alono, originate 19 in 20 oftlu' crimes f!)r winch the sol- 
diers are hrouglit to punishment.'''' 

In a subse(|uent report, Doctor Baildon notices more particularly flu' appearances oi' 
St. Helena scurvy. T«Jj)on these a])j)earance.s, and upon the anti-scorhutic (juaiities of 
nojial, he rejiorted as I'ollows. 

21.v^ August, 1809.^ 

I coysider Doctor Andersoirs discovery of the anti-scoi hutic and nutritious (jualitie.s 
of the nopal, tx) he of the greatest importance to this island. \'egt‘tal«les art' heiv \ ery 
M'arce ; wherellaT, if the opuntia had no other recommendation tli in that of heing a 
pleasant vegetable, it must lie considered as a great ac(iui.sition lo llie inhaliil.mts in gene- 
ral, I have formerly stated to you, that the men of this garrison, from tluir living 
prineijially on salted provisions, and being seldom able tt) jirocurt' \t*gi‘tal)Ies (joined to 
the abuse of spirits,) are gt*iierally alllieted with die scorbutic diathesis ; which appears by 
their sfiongy gums, purple spots, anil by scratches, often degenerating into livid, trouble- 
some sores, &c. Some I li/uc seen admitted into the liospital as had witli scurvy as if 
just lauded from a long voyage. As (m addition to our hospital diet, the opuntia will, 
therefore, he a most valuable article. 1 trust, indeed, that if cultivated in sufficient 
quantity, it will soon he the means of altogether preventing the soldiers from aeijuiring 
the scorbutic taint; lioMcver this may be, it will certainly add greatly to their comlort as 
an article of common diet. It must aj)pear from all 1 liavc stated, tlial the several sjxv 
cies of opuntia will he extremely useful on this island, for the follow ng purposes, 

1. As a pleasant vi'getahle for common use. 

2. As a most inijiortant addition tf> the hospital diet in general. 

S. As an article of fixxl for tin* sijldiers, adding to tlieir comfort and preserving Uicir 
health. 

4. As an anti-scorhutic, used raw^ or otherwises for seamen landed here. 

5. tor the sujiply of sfiips while liere, as an article of diet, and as an anti-scorl)utic to 

cany to sea. 

f). As fena's. 

As an ornament to the kills of JainG8''s Valley.^ 

Doctor Baildon^s Ldier^ 21 ft I 8 O 9 . 
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boxing in the public streets. The roads leading to the country 
were often strewed with drunken men, laying insensible, both 
white and black. When the means of purchasing spirits were 
exhausted, some of those abandoned wretches had no other re- 
source than in theft and burglary. Of their nightly depredations 
I had numerous complaints: but so cunning and dexterous were 
the band of thieves, at that time in garrison, that I could never 
obtain sufficient evidence to convict them. At -length, in addi- 
tion to restrictions, and afterwards the abolition of the spirit 
houses, 1 determined, as the only expedient of rooting out such 
licentiousness, to get rid of the most notorious cha,racters. 
Officers commanding corps were directed to furnish list^ of all 
who had been tried by courts martial for “ irregular behaviour 
connected with suspicions of theft and house-breaking. The 
number was 42, of whom 23 were selected and sent to Hengal, 
enlisted for five years : this had the tlesired effect, ami depreda- 
tions on the Company’s store rooms, and on the dwellings of 
individuals, ceased. 

St. Helena, f)esides being valuable for refresliment to the East 
India Company’s fieet.s, might become of considerable utility as 
a place of seasoning for their troops destined for India. Its 
appropriation to this purpose was suggested by Governor Brooke, 
about the year 1796, after he had, at different periods, forwarded 
drafts to 31adras to the number of 1210. These disciplined sol- 
diers, prepared for a warm climate, by a few years residence on 
St. Helena, were found far less liable to diseases (as might natu- 
rally be supposed), than those who were sent direct from Eng- 
land. The havoc that was made amongst some of His Majesty’s 
i-egiments, about the year 1781-2, when they took the field, 
immediately on their arrival, compared with the healthiness of 
the St. Helena detachments, affords a striking proof of the good 
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effects of having troops previously seasoned before they are sent 
to India. 

It is therefore obvious, if the recruits enlisted for India were 
to be sent to St. Helena, and exchanged for an equal number of 
seasoned soldiers, it would be a means of saving many lives that 
otherwise would fall a sacrifice to the disorders incidental to 
warm climates. The India recruits might .remain ‘from two to 
five years, in the option of the Gov.ej iior ; or proceed, at any 
time within that period, to their destination : or return to Eng- 
land, after the expiration of their term of service. If this plan 
were ca<*ried into eflect, it would moreover check that spirit of 
insubordination, combination, and discontent, to which some 
men are lialde, when too long kept in one place. 

Knowing from experience,* that many al)andoned characters 
still remained in garrison, in 1812, after the mutiny, and knowing 
their unceasing thirst for spirituous liquors, and the improbabi- 
lity of some incorrigible drunkards among them ever being con- 
tented without spirits, after having been so long habituated to 
intemperance, I suggested to the Court of Directors, that all 
those who were in the disposition to serve in India should be 
immediately relieved. This would enable the Governor to weed 
the garrison, by selecting for India the worst subjects (who 
could do no mischief there) ; and by such means there would be 
an end to all discontents and clamours ; and the St. Helena corps 
in a short time would be composed of a peacgable and sober 
class of men, on whose fidelity and zeal a perfect reliance might 
be placed. 

With a garrison composed of such men, placed in the exterior 
posts, and forming three reserves, with field-pieces, in the inte- 
rior, so distributed as speedily to reinforce the points attacked, I 
should feel a perfect confidence, that no external attack, however 
formidable, could possibly succeed . 
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In order to illustrate this opinion, it will be necessary to offer 
a few aeneral remarks upon the natural strength of the island ; 
and upon the means it possesses of giving perfect security to 
ships at the anchorage, as well as of opposing the most vigorous 
resisiaiice to an enemy’s attack. 

1 he natural strength of St. Helena consists in its compact 
fortn and sij^,e, and in its inaccessible coasts, formed by an almost 
uiiiiiterrnpted chain of rocks, or mountains, rising in nearly a 
perpemlicniar direction, to the height of from 600 or 600, to 
more than 1200 feet. 

It is well known that vessels bound to St. Helena, take care 
to be considerably to windward ; so that by steering after- 
wa'ds a westerly course, tliey can hardly fail of falling in with 
it. After gaining sight of the land, they steer towards the north- 
east end, in order to fetch the road, by keeping close to the Barn 
and Sugar-Loaf Point ; for when they attempt to come round 
by the south-west |)oint, they generally find themselves so much 
bafHed by Hurries of wind, issuing in all directions from the 
Tallies, that they cannot proceed without standing off to a con- 
siderable distance, in order to get the trade wind. But, even 
then, they find it extremely difficult to work into the road ; be- 
cause the wind to leeward of the island seldom blows for five 
minutes together in the same direction. In addition to those dif- 
ficulties, an enemy’s fleet w ould have to work in, in the face of a 
great number of guns ; which would not fail to rake them ; and 
after coming on the bank, perhaps within less than a mile of the 
.shore, they might attempt to warp in, which would bt* wholly 
impracticable, on account of the constant and excessive fire from 
the batteries on shore. The nearer the .ships approached, the 
greater would be the risk ; particularly from the fire of the ele- 
vated batteries, which would penetrate the upper decks, and 
pa.ss through the hull under water, and even into their magazines ; 
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so that there would be imminent danger of losing the ships, both 
by sinking and blowing up. 

It must nevertheless be observed, that allhough such a wind as 
would enable vessels to come into the road by South-west Point, 
be very rare in this latitude, yet westerly winds have been known 
to prevail for a week togetl er. These, however, seldom occur 
oftenerthan once in five or six months, and as theii^ duration is 
often inoinentary and always precarious, it wouhl be too great 
an uncertainty for an enemy, after a long voyage, to wait here 
in the expectation of so very precarious an event. 

Froiif those observations it will appear tliat there is no certainty 
of arriving at James’s Town without coming round the north- 
east end of the island. And even then, if ships, after doubling 
Sugar-loaf Point, where the trade wind generally leaves them, 
and the ed«Hes commence, do not keep close under the shore all 
the way between that and the road, they run great risk of being 
blown entirely ofll" the bank ; or of being compelled to come to an 
anchor at no great distance from the batteries. 

Ships thus obliged to hug the shore between Sugar-loaf Point 
and the road, gives the island a prodigious advantage over an 
enemy who might attempt this route ; because he would he ex- 
posed to such a continued and multiplied fire from the batteries 
between Butter-milk Point, and James’s Town, as scarcely any 
number of ships would be able to overcome. 

Rupert’s Bay, James’s Town, and Lemon Valley, are the prin- 
cipal landing places on the leeward coast. All these are well 
fortified by fleur d’eau batteries, provide*! with furnaces for heat- 
ing shot, and flanked by cannon placed upon the cliffs fiir above 
the reach of ships’ guns. Mortars and howitzers for showering 
grape upon .ships’ decks, or upon boats attempting to land, are also 
provided. In short, it seems wholly impossible to force a descent 
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at any of those points. Even admitting that the enemy’s troops 
got on shore and succeeded in carrying the fleur d’ean batteries, 
they would then be exposed to inevitable destruction, from the 
tremendous fire from the heights, and above all from the immense 
quantities of grape (or even stones) that might be thrown (with 
very small charges of powder) ^froin howitzers and carronades of 
large calibre placed upon the heights, against which it would be 
wholly impossible to find shelter. 

Besides the principal landing places above mentioned, there 
are seveial ravines, or vallies, interspersed throughout the coast, 
where an enemy might undoubtedly land, if he were not o)f>posed : 
but, most of these are also protected by batteries ; or are so 
easily defended by rolling stones from the heights, that no body 
of troops attempting to gain the interior by these ravines could 
have the smallest chance of success. 

Ot those ravines, Captain Mitchell, an able engineer, who was 
sent to the island in 1765, gave the following description. 

“ ’Pile ravines, or vallies (as they are improperly called) are 
extremely narrow, and remarkably rugged. They seem formed 
by nature for carrying off' the torrents which precipitate them- 
selves trom the interior of the island ; and they all terminate 
towards the coa.st in beaches, where an enemy, if not opposed, 
might disembark without much difficulty. But the a.scent being 
extremely steep and rugged, and terminating at a great distance 
from the coast,' it would be impossible for an enemy to get into 
the comitry, if ever .so inconsiderably opposed. I will venture to 
say that 500 men would be much more than a match for ten times 
that number in this situation.” 

I not only concur in this opinion, but I trust I shall make it 
appear that two or three men .stationed on the heights just above 
the entrance of any of those ravines, would render it utterly 
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impossible for any number of troops, however great, to ap- 
proach ten yards within the landing places. This opinion is 
founded upon repeated trials made at Goat-pound Ridge, which 
is situated close to the landing place at Young’s Valley, and 729 
feet above the sea, 

A single stone, which weighed about 80 pounds, being set oft* 
from the rop of this ridge very .soon acrpiired arolafory luotioii, 
and, at first, rebounded gently upon the declining sin face. As 
the velocity of the stone was accelerated, the force with which it 
rebounded and struck the loose and brittle rocks increased ; and 
at each* rebound numerous stones and fiagiueuts of rock were 
detached. The.se, following in confinued succession, tisd .;pread- 
ing to right and left operated [wecisely as the first flone ; so that 
by the time it had reached the bottom of the hill, myriads were 
in its train, which covered a space of at least 100 yards, and 
flew with such prodigious force across the ravine, that many of 
the large.st stones ascended to the height of 60 or 80 feet upon 
the opposite hill. Such was the astonishing eft'ecl produced 
])y a single stone, that it seemed to me, if a whole hattalion 
had been drawn up in the ravine, that not a man could have 
escaped alive. 

This expeilment, will .serve to shew the mode of defence that 
is applicable to all the narrow ravines which have not been for- 
tified. Indeed, it must ajipear, that nothing can be necessary at 
such places, but a good look-out, a few iron erodes, a collection 
of stones, together with some blue lights, or fire-balls, to roll 
down tile hills at night, for the purpose of shewing the position 
of the enemy if he should actually have entered. 

In aid of this simple, but most destructive kind of defence, I 
must further observe, that in conformity to existing orders, and 
regulations, one of the reserves, with field pieces, would in.stantly 
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move towards the point of attack ; both for the purpose of rein- 
forcing it, and of occupying the most commanding positions with 
guns. From those positions, by ricochet firing of round and 
grape, any of the ravines attacked, might be enfiladed, or raked, 
almost from one end to the other : so that to gain the interior of 
tlie island along the ravines must appear too hazardous, and too 
hopeless, for an enemy to attempt. 

The only place remaining to be noticed, on the leeward side of 
the island, is Thompson’s Vallejo, which is well protected by guns 
on the heights in tlie rear of the landing place, and upon the 
Castle rock. This ravine is also sufficiently narrow to admit of 
being defended by rolling down stones, and may therefore be 
considered as perfectly secure against an enemy. 

From Thompson’s Valley to South-west Point, the coast extends 
about a mile, which is every where inaccessible to troops, as is 
the rocky shore from South-west Point to Sandy-bay Peach, a 
farther distance of about six miles. There are, J believe, one or 
two fishermen’s paths in tliat extent of coast ; but these are, in 
all [daces, so steeji, rugged, and diflicult, that no invading troops 
could ascend them ; particularly if ojiposed by the reserve at 
Thompson’s Hill, to which are attached field pieces for the 
pnrj)ose of repelling an enemy, at whatever point he might 
attempt to ascend in that cpiarter. 

“ The windward side of tlu; island,” says Captain Mitchell, 
“ comprehends all the eastward coast lying between the rocks 
called the Needlcft and Sugar-loaf Point : a distance of 10 miles : 
for, although the south-east wind does not blow directly on 
every j)arl, yet the whole is very considerably affected by it : and 
this line of coast, comprehending nearly two- thirds of the whole, 
is seldom without .such a surf as would deter an enemy from any 
attempt to land. In fact, tliere are no vallies, or bays, here. 
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(except Sandy Bay which is well fortified) that can properly he 
called practicable : for, although some of them have beaches, 
where, in smooth weather, troops might land, yet the difiicnlties 
to be surmounted before an enemy could get into tlie country 
are so very great, that I apprehend nothing less than absolute 
negligence, and supinei ess in the garrison, could ever endanger 
the island from an attempt in this <juarter.” * 

If this was the opinion of a skilful engineer fifty years ago, 
how infinitely more secure must be the island of St. Helena at 
the present moment, improved as it has })(!en by the zealous and 
indefatigable exertions of Governors Brooke and I^atton, who, 
during a perio<l r»f twenty years devoted their attention to the 
grand object of placing this im{>ortanr island in a condition to 
repel the most formidable a'ttacks. 

But, nothing has so essentially contributed to the security of 
St. Helena against external attack, or stratagem, as the introduc- 
tion of telegraphs.*' These are erected on the most commanding 
heights, some of which are two thousand feet above the level of 
the sea ; and are so connected one with anoth<;r, and so spread 
all over the island, that no vessel can aj)proach, in any direction, 
without being descried at the distance of sixty miles. The vast 
utility of such an establishment, in a mountainous cotintiy, where 
any other mode of conveying intelligence must necessarily be 
slow, may reinlily be conceived. The elegraphs have, in fact, 

^ The telegraphs were first established by Governor Patton in the year 1803. Th(‘y 
are his own invention, and of a very simple and cheap construction ; and liavc hecn found 
fully to answer every purpose for which they were intended. 

The East India Company’s and Sir Home Popham’s numerary signals are also made 
use of. By these, His Majesty's and the Company’s ships are all known by their numbers 
k)ilg before they reach tlie island : and as no ships whatever are permitted to pass Banks’s 
Battery, without sending a boat on shore, it must be evident there is no possibility ot 
taking the island by surprise. 
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placed the whole island under the eye of the Governor ; for he 
i.s instantly apprised of every material occurrence in any part, or 
even within sight : and, with equal celerity, he can convey his 
orders wherever they may be necessary, both during the day and 
night. In short, the troops can be under arms at a inoment’s 
warniiig ; reinforcements can be .sent to the points of attack, or 
po.sts occupied, or any other military operation directed, simply 
by a code of signals. 

With such means of receiving information, and of sending 
orders, a Governor of St. Helena is as fully prepared to oppose a 
vigorous resistance, at every point of his extended line of defence, 
as if he commanded within a small fortre.ss. 

In order to illustrate all tliat has been stated, I shall suppose 
an enemy’s fleet in sight. The moment this is ascertained the 
general alarm is fired ; which is the signal for the troops to get 
under arms ; to reinforce the batteries, and to send detachments 
to the tliree reserves in the interior. Thus, all the troops, and 
every eflective man on the island (for they are all scddiers*) are 

• Extract of a Letter from, the Governor and Company of Merchants of London 

trading to the East Indies, 

VMh December^ 1673. 

‘‘ That all the planters be by the Governor listed under either of ibe aforesaid com- 
manders, or such other officers as the Governor and Council shall think fit, that may 
exercise and train them up in arms *'^1 o«ce in two months, to tjualify tl em for the 
defence of the island. And that particular places, or posts, be assigned by the Gttvernor, 
vvhereunto all and every one of tlie said planters may repair, and have a rendezvous when 
thereunto required by the Governor ; for though we do not lierehy require the planters 
to keep constant watch, as soldiers, during the time we shall continue soldiers hi pay, 
yet we do hereby strictly require, in ease of the approach of any shipping, and especially 
upon discovery of any enemy, or any gmieral alarm, that they do repair to their respective 
jx)sts, apd observe such orders in a way of military discipline, according as tlu ir respective 
officers shall be directed by the Governor and Council, for the safety and defence of our 
aforesaid Island ; it being one of the conditions on which we have granted them their 
la id and other accommodations 
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placed in the most advantafireous positions. Should the enemy 
make demonstrations of landing at one or more points, infuraia- 
tion would instantly be communicated by tlie telegraphs ; upon 
which the Governor would order such movements, or dispositions 
of the reserves, as he. may judge proper. 

From this conci.se view of the mode of defending the island, 
and from all that has been related concerning its ’great natural 
strength, its batteries, and the facility of defending every prac- 
ticable landing place, by rolling stones from the heights, it 
must be evident that, with .such dispositions of the troops, St. 
HeleiKi is absolutely impregnable by an open and regular attack. 
I have had opportunities of examining Gibraltar and Malta, 
and 1 must confess, tliat the impression left on my mind is, 
that neither of these places* are to be compared in strength 
with St. Helena. This superiority arises from its high and com- 
manding coasts ; from there being no unfortified landing places 
that do not admit of being defended by stones : and from several 
other circumstances already explained. Nature, indeed, has 
been so wonderfully profuse in giving strength to this place, 
and has left so little for art to perform, that out of twenty-eight 
miles of coast, the fortified lines of defence, collectively, do not 
exceed eight hundred and fifty yards. In short, it appears to 
me, under all the circumstances above-mentioned, that St. 
Helena is not only perfectly secure against surprise, and ex- 
ternal stratagem, but capable (even with a moderate garrison) 
of repelling the most formidable attacks that can be made 
upon lit. 
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SECTION I. 

St. Helena, once a woody Island — came of its Denudation — Plans proposed 
for restoring Wood, and extending Cultivation — the Jmtitution of Goat 
ranges injurious — Extermination of the Goats recommended: 

In the year 1602, wlien St. Helena was first discovered, its inte- 
rior was one entire forest — even some of tlie precipices, overhang- 
ing the sea, were covered with gum-wood trees. 

Goats, unhappily (as it has proved) for the island, were first 
introduced in the year 1613, and from this period to 1588, so 
greatly had they multiplied, that Captain Cavendish relates “there 
were thousands, and that they were seen one or two hundred 
together, and sometimes in a flock almost a mile long. 

Those early accounts, in respect to wood, are fully corrobo- 
rated by the records, by the testimony of persons now living, and 
by the fragments of trees which are occasionally* tbund on those 
hills that are now the most desolate and barren. 

Withhi the last fifty years many gum-wood trees grew on the 
hills between Rupert’s and Dead-wood. — This name, indeed, 
evidently implies there was a forest there. On the Barn-Hill, 
and ‘near Lot’s Wife, pieces of ebony are still remaining; and 
there is a tradition that a thick wood occupied Half-tree'-hollow, 
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2 TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 

between High Knoll and Ladder Hill ; and that some persons, 
who had advanced therein, lost their way and perished. 

But the most remarkable and positive testimony of the exist- 
ence of “ huge forests” on the Island of St. Helena, is recorded 
on the consultation dated the 12th of July,1709, in the following 
words : 

“ Our necessity is so great for want of coals, that we thought it 
would have put a full stop to our work, but do find that ebony 
wood will burn lime, and being informed that there are huge 
quantities of that wood which lie dead on the hills near Sandy 
Bay, the Governor and Captain Mashborne went there to view 
it, and found the report true, for that there is abundance indeed, 
and just by that place where the wood lies, are mountains of 
extraordinary lime stone ; and it will be much cheaper to our 
honourable masters to bring lime from thence, ready burnt, (being 
light) than to fetch that sort of wood (which is very heavy), and 
bring it to the castle in James’s Valley.” 

We have thus a series of clear and satisfactory evidence that 
St. Helena, when first discovered, and for many years afterwards, 
abounded with trees ; but of those “ huge forests” how few ves- 
tiges are now to bf seen ! 

The cause of this sad reverse, in the aspect of the island, is 
readily ascertained by what is daily passing before us. Ebony, 
red-wood, white cedar (or gum-wood tree), are all indigenous. 
They shed great quantities of seed ; and numerous plants are 
seen annually to spring up, where the trees are secured from the 
trespass of goats, and black cattle. Such is the case At Long- 
wood : in some places there are absolutely impervious thickets. — 
Does not this prove what would naturally take place if the young 
trees remain undisturbed ; and that many parts of the island 
would, in the course of a few years, be again covered with wood? 
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Those young plants are preferred, by the goats, to the finest pas- 
tures : they are consequently, when exposed to their depredations, 
greedily devoured.* — Even the leaves of the old trees, when within 
reach, do not escape their ravages. The young trees having 
been in this manner cut off, and the parent trees having perished 
through age, it is no wonder there should be no succession ; and 
this is the obvious cause that, since the period of the* introduction 
of goats, this formerly woody island has been wholly denuded. 
Some of the peaks and highest lands, owing to their steep and 
abrupt acclivities, are the only places which have withstood their 
unceasitig depredations. 

To the goats, therefore, is solely to be ascribed the total ruin 
of the forests, an evil which is now severely felt by every indivi- 
dual, and which would undoiibtedly become much more serious, 
if the Company should add the freight and charges to the price 


* The following extract of a letter from the Government of St. Helena to the Court of 
Directors^ dated 9th of July, 17^5? affords a positive proof tliat the disappearance of the 
forests of St. Helena is entirely to be ascribed to the goats — and not to any pliysical 
cause, or change, which is supposed by a late writer to liave produced a similar effect upon 
some hills in Ireland — that, in funner times, were covered with trees. 

“ Finding,*’ say the Governor and Council, that great quantities of ebony trees, which 
grew in and about Peak Gut, in their tender growth, were barked and destroyed by the 
goats that ranged there, we thought it for your Honors* interest, for the preservation of 
the wood, and the welfare of the island, to order the goats there to he killed.” — To this 
representation the Court replied, The goats are not to be destroyed, being more useful 
than ebony.*’ 

Such is the aptness of the seeds of the indigenous ’:rees of St. Helena to take root, that 
I have oftln observed myriads of seedlings spring up, amongst the grass, immediately 
after tlie setting in of the rains : but these were of course nipt off by the cattle. All that 
is here stated, and many other circumstances which have come to my knowledge, impress 
me \yith a strong conviction that if St. Helena were again uninhabited, and if cattle of 
every description were removed, for a period of twenty years, tlie island would again be 
covered with wood . — May 1813. 

B2 
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of coals. The mischief occasioned by the goats, added to the 
neglect of fencing, and planting trees, has greatly encreased the 
demand for imported fuel ; and the loss to the Company upon 
the article of coals, in 1808 , amounted to no less a sum than 
£• 2729 .. 7 .. 8 . 

To obviate, as much as possible, a further increase of this ex- 
pense, it is become absolutely neces.sary that the utmost attention 
should immediately be given to those ordinances that regard 
fencing and planting. It is indeed fortunate there are here some 
trees or shrubs, of a very rapid growth, peculiarly adapted to the 
purpose of fences, as well as fuel. Of those, the most valuable 
for both purposes, is that hitherto despised plant the Palma 
Christi. It intrudes itself every where, and is turned out of every 
garden and plantation, being considered in no other light than 
a troublesome weed. — But having remarked how rapidly it 
becomes a tree, I naturally concluded it might be useful in the 
formation of fences ; and accordingly I commenced an experi- 
ment in September, 180 f). The seeds were sown and intermixed 
with some wild brinjal (a .species of solanum), upon an elevated 
bank four feet high, and about six feet in breadth. In the short 
period of twelve months I have now a beautiful and impenetrable 
fence about five feet in height. The steins of the Palma Christi 
are already about two inches in diameter, and the branches are 
covered with nuts. I’he success of this trial has determined me 
to improve the pid fences, and to form new ones at Plantation- 
house-farm, of the above description, about eight or nine feet in 
thickness. The addition of the blackberry, entwined among the 
strong stems of the Palma Christi, would undoubtedly make a 
fence not inferior to the best hedges in England. 

What an advantage it would be to the land-holders, and what 
an improvement in the aspect of the island, to substitute this 
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cheap sort offence for their stone walls! Besides, if the Palma 
Christi were extensively cultivated, which might easily be done 
by making the hedge-rows 20 feet or more in thickness, the 
people of this island may not only s[)eedily raise fuel, but may also 
participate in a lucrdtive l»ranch of commerce, which they have 
hitherto left to others. It is well known, that considerable <|uan- 
tities of the oil of palma christi are annually sent from India to 
England, where it fetches a very high price : in no f>art of the 
world can it thrive better than at St. Helena. 

If the above sort of fences were generally introduced, they 
would ‘both .secure and shelter the lands. — Cultivation might 
then be carried on with facility, and without interruption, and 
the Planting Law might be easily complied with ; for the lands, 
at first brought into cultivation, might be converted into planta- 
tions of trees for useful timber, in the proportions required by the 
original tenures. Other lands might afterwards be inclosed atid 
cultivated with corn, potatoes, mangel wurzel, lucerne, guinea 
grass, &c. These valuable artificial grasses might indeed be 
raised among the trees as crops are in Italy : but it is much to 
be apprehended, that unless the goats, as well as sheep, could be 
confined, they will defeat every plan of improvement, and will 
occasion constant vexation from their incessant depredations. 
Wherefore, as it is morally impo.s.sible to restrain those animals 
without incurring an enormous expense in fencing the lands, 
there seems to be no other possible mode of checking the further 
progress of the vast ruin and waste they have committed, nor any 
prospe<?t whatever of restoring wood to the island, than by their 
total extermination, retaining only a very limited number of 
sheep to each land-holder, on condition, however, that they are 
tended, or confined, entirely to his own lands. 

The measure of extermination was resorted to by the planters 
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in the year 1731, and was completely successful. — Indigenous 
trees sprang up spontaneously, and many parts soon became well 
wooded, where no trees had been suffered to grow for many 'ais. 

It is therefore evident that the exterinination of goats, aii l 
reduction in the number of sheep, cannot fail of being \ most 
important benefit to the whole island : and that, w fho hi. 
previous step, there can be no ho[)e of ever rendering it a valu 
able property to the Company: and uith it, there cannot l>e > 
doubt, from the success of trials upon a small scale, in various 
parts of tlie island, that every species of inn)rovement in agri- 
culture and planting, might be carried on successfully and'exten- 
sively, and with infinite advantage to all |>arties concerned. 

I am perfectly aware of the arguments adduced in favour of 
the goats — I have weighed them maturely, and I am thoroughly 
convinced the whole are nugatory; for it must be admitted that 
a few sheep, imported by this Government from the Cape, would 
lessen, or, perhaps, render unnecessary, any demands on the 
planters for supplying the Hospital ; and that a large stock of 
hogs, upon every farm, with the limited number of sheep before- 
mentioned, would be no bad substitutes for the want of goat- 
flesh. Hogs are also preferable to goats, on account of the great 
quantities of valuable manure they would produce for meliorating 
the lands. 

There is, indeed, no species of husbandry so well adapted to 
St. Helena as that of hoggeries. — By their means, the most ex- 
tensive produce in yams, potatoes, mangel wnrzel, &c. might be 
consumed on the farms; which it would be impossible, *in this 
mountainous country, to carry to market, even if it were in de- 
mand. For hogs there would also be a ready sale to the Company 
(at the Lng'lish price of pork), for the use of the garrison ; and 
in supplying the other inhabitants : and the planters might feed 
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themselves and families at lioiiie without purchasing and sending 
for every sort of meat from James’s Valley. Moreover, if the 
island price were lowered, there would be a very considerable 
sale to the shipping. 

What a vast field for improvement in the condition of the 
p^'tnters, and what an incitement to industry does this hold out, 
compared with their narrow views, in having hitherto no other 
object or vent for the produ<;e of the lands than what may arise 
from the shipping that touch here ! — ^^Vhen disappointments in 
their arrival or detention occur, it is not suprising there should be 
complaints of “ no cash being in circulation.” These would un- 
doubtedly be removed, if industry and agriculture were extended ; 
which are, in every country, the most efficacious means of pro- 
moting the prosperity of the people. 

In respect to the goats, it would be very unreasonable to ex- 
pect that any considerations of a selfish nature, or the mistaken 
prejudices of a few, should counteract what is obviously for the 
good of the whole. That the exercise of the right or j)rivilege 
of tlie goat-ranges has ever been, anti still continnes, a most into- 
lerable abuse, W'll no* be denied. Those ranges were limited to 
certain spots : but wlu-l has been the result ? ’Ihe proprietors of 
goats never 'trouble their heads about where they browse, and as 
they are of course never looked after but on pounding days, they 
are seen daily to range every where ; and thus a limited privilege, 
to a few persons, has absolutely given them the range of the whole 
island ! 

To attempt to confine them,’as originally intended when that 
privilege was granted, would be an endless labour : and, without 
the most vigorous enforcement of this condition, the evils which 
haVe happened were naturally to be expected. Wherefore, the 
institution of goat-ranges must appear to every unbiassed person 
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to have been injudicious ; and by no means calculated to produce 
any advantage that could compensate, even in the smallest degree, 
the manifold evils and vexations that have resulted from it. It is 
indeed surprising that a privilege so extraordinary, so grossly 
abused, and so ruinous in its consequences, .should have been 
(piietly borne by the inhabitants at large for so many years. 

By the measure of extermination all vrould benefit. — The 
owners of goats and sheep would not be losers — if they were 
to receive from the Company a fair and reasonalde price for their 
goats and sheep. These might speedily be consumed by issuing 
them to the garrison, without any extra loss being incurred by the 
Company in thus giving rations of fresh instead of salt meat. 

The owners might also be repaid the hona Jide price they gave 
for the goat-ranges, which would indeed be the only charge to 
the Company attending the arrangement I have suggested ; and 
if it were carried into effect, those ranges, and many other places, 
might be sown with the seeds of all sorts of indigenous ami other 
trees ; for where trees formerly grew, it may be presumed they 
would grow again. 'I'his was indeed proved, as already noticed, 
after the destruction of the sheep and goats in 1731. — Should this 
measure, therefore, lie again carried into effect, and the improve- 
ments of planting and fencing carried on with spirit, there would 
soon be no want of fuel, nor any impediment to agriculture ; and 
after a few years, the inhabitants might again have restored to 
them a privilege °of cutting wood on the goat-ranges, similar to 
that which they enjoyed of cutting fuel from the Great-wood. 
Whatever trees are thus planted, should be for the bene^t and 
use of all the inhabitants. 

If the goats and sheep were removed, many valuable orchards 
and gardens might easily be established in those well watered 
ravines or vallies which, on account of their depredations, have 
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hitherto been unproductive. Fruit trees of every sort, vines, 
sugar canes, coffee, and cotton, would all thrive luxuriantly in 
those warm and well sheltered situations. Fences would almost 
be unnecessary, since the steep declivities on either side, would 
sufficiently protect the plantations from the trespass of black 
cattle. 

Although there were, according to the returns in December 
1809, 1811 sheep and 2887 goats on the island, in all 4698, none 
have, for many years past, been brought to market ; and the 
export to shipping has very much diminished, owing to the prices 
having Visen about three-fold during the last twenty years. In 
1789, 109 goats, and 201 sheep were sold to the ships.: whereas, 
in 1809, the total numbers were only 6 goats and 22 sheep ; and 
these last were imported from the Cape. What then is the use 
of maintaining such large docks, since they neither contribute to 
the refreshment of ships, nor to the comforts of the community ? 
A few individuals may indeed prefer them to hogs ; and derive 
convenience from their mode of keeping them, because it is nei- 
ther attended with labour nor expense. But whether this tri- 
lling advantage to a few, attended with an intolerable nuisance 
to the whole, should supersede the infinite and important benefits 
which would* result to the island, to the Company, and even to 
the proprietors of goats and sheep, by their extermination, is a 
question which the preceding inquiry may possibly determine. 

20/A September, 1810. 


C 
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SECTION II. 

E vperiments in the Culture of Potatoes — Comparisons of Manures — extra- 
ordinary Potrer of Ouana, or Sea-fowl Dung, as a Top-dressing — Hints 
to Proprietors of Islands and Rocks in Scotland. 

In a place which has, for many years, been almost wholly depen- 
dent on foreign imports for the common necessaries of life, and 
where neither commerce nor manufacture finds employment for 
industry or exertion, there can be no duty more incumbent on 
persons entrusted with its management, than a due attention to 
those means that are the most likely to augment its internal 
resources. 

From the earliest period of its establishment (in 1673) to the 
present time, the most positive orders to favour and encourage 
agriculture have been sent by the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors. It is, therefore, in obedience to those repeated orders, fhat 
1 have endeavoured to discover the capabilities of the soil, and 
the modes of cultivation the best suited to the circumstances of 
this island. I have accordingly, in the Abstract of the Laws and 
Ordinances, and in the papers relating to the goats, embraced 
every Occasion that oflTered of stating the results, and of introduc- 
ing my opinions. I have also, 1 trust, proved, that immense 
advantages would arise to the land-holders if they were to allot 
a certain selected portion of their pasture lands to the culture of 
corn and artificial grasses, to the planting of trees, and to the 
introduction of hedge-rows. 

Those opinions being founded on a variety of experiments, and 
the results having been most carefully ascertained, under my own 
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inspection, I can vouch for their accuracy. I feel a confidence, 
therefore, that whoever may hereafter make similar trials will 
not be disappointed. But I must here apprise experimenters, 
that a first crop, from land newly brought into cultivation, is 
generally much inferior to the succeeding ones. — I found an acre 
of land, which, upon breal ing up, produced only 324 bushels of 
potatoes, yielded a succeeding crop, planted immedfately after, of 
622. I ascribe this improvement to the repeated stirring of the 
soil, by which the fertilizing influence of the rains and atmos- 
phere were admitted. Upon these two crops no nianure was 
used ; and as potatoes are known to exhaust fertility, it might 
have been expected the second crop miglit have been less instead 
of greater. Hence, it seems probable, the deterioration of the 
soil does not take place until some time after the land is brought 
into cultivation. 

Mr. Tull, an Oxfordshire gentleman, who published a Trea- 
tise on Husbandry, about forty years ago, speaking of the great 
advantages of frequently stirring and pulverising the soil, relates 
that a little farmer, having prepared his field for sowing, could 
not raise money to purchase the seed until he had lost the season ; 
he therefore kept on ploughing, at proper intervals, until the next 
season arrived, when he compassed to plant his field. At harvest, 
his crop was so abundant, that its value was more than sufficient 
to pay the fee simple cost of his field. The etfects, from frequent 
stirring of the soil might readily be determine’d, by comparing 
the produce of a square rod of ground, planted with potatoes after 
being stirred four or five times in as many months, with that of 
an adjoining space, of the same extent, planted at the time of 
breaking up. 

On my arrival, in 1808, I was desirous of obtaining infor- 
mation upon the modes used here in the culture of potatoes : 

C 2 
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but I soon perceived, from the vague method of estimating 
the produce by the returns from the seed sown, without any 
account being taken of the quantity of land occupied by the 
crop, that no useful deductions could be drawn, nor any com- 
parison made between the potatoe lands here and those in 
England. 

I learnt, however, that two crops (or more) annually were ob- 
tained from the same land ; and that these were had, in a conti- 
nued succession, during a period of 12 or 14 years, without the 
application of any sort of manure. This, I confess, surprised me. 
I heard also of “ self-sown crops,” that is, of leaving in the ground, 
at the time of digging, a certain portion of the potatoes for a suc- 
ceeding crop. 

This unusual course of husbandry led me to infer that a much 
better mode might be adopted (which is indeed practised by some 
of the gentlemen-planters) : and, in order to satisfy myself on this 
point, I resolved to commence a series of experiments, which 
should embrace the following essential points in the culture of 
potatoes; the proper depth of planting — the best sort of seed — 
the advantage of the row culture— and the improvement by 
manuring. 

The returns of 10 or 15 bushels for one sown, were, in general, 
deemed good crops ; but my experiments have proved that these 
are very inferior to what can be obtained under a different course 
of management. 

Supposing 13 bushels to be the usual quantity of seed required 
to plant an acre, the returns above stated would be no more than 
180, or 270 bushels per acre. According to the following table 
it will be seen, that by the new culture, and the aid of manure, 
the acreable produce of the potatoe lands may be augmented, 
upon an average, to nearly three times those quantities. What 
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an advantage is this, in a place where the scanty means of labour 
are generally complained of! 

It will be observed, by the table of experiments, that the great- 
est produce was at the rate of C48 bushels per acre. This was 
from No. 6, in the division manured with horse dung : but even a 
greater rate of produce was had from a portion of the unmanured 
acre, which yielded the 522 bushels before mentioned. I ascer- 
tained that 30 teet of the rows of this acre, twice repeated, and 
taken indiscriminately, produced of fine large potatoes 52 pounds: 
or, as will be hereafter explained, at the rate of 674 bushels per 
acre.* 

This was also greatly surpassed by an experiment upon one 
kidney potatoe. It was cut in eleven pieces, which* were planted 
in a single row, at one foot asunder, on the 5th of April, 1810, 
upon ground very highly manured with hog’s dung. Nine 
of the sets only came up, and these occupied one row that 
measured nine feet. On the 8th of August, 1810, when the 
haulm had fallen, the potatoes were taken up, and weighed 21| 
pounds averdupois ; which is in the proportion of 929 bushels 
per acre. 

These well ascertained facts will, I hope, draw the attention of 
the planter to the row culture ; and to establishing farm-yards, 
and hoggeries, for the purpose of manuring their lands. They 
might then make experiments for themselves, which I am confi- 
dent would soon induce them, to change thqir present modes of 
husbandry ; because these are evidently far less profitable, and 
mu^, in the course of tim&, infallibly exhaust, and ruin their 
plantations. 

The spot selected for experiments is in the front garden at 
Plantation-house. It was exactly a square chain, or the tenth 
part of an acre ; and was, at first, divided into four equal parts 
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for the manures, according to the black lines in the following 
diagram : 

Class 1. Class 2. Class 3. Class 4. 



Seed the size 
of Walnuts 
planted whole. 

Large seed 
cut in pieces. 

Eyes, middle 
sized Potatoes. 

Depths 

12 9 6 3 

12 9 6 3 

12 9 6 3 


Small Fotatoe!^ 
planted whole. I 


No. of the 


Horse Dung Litter ^ 35 loads per acre. 

1 2 3 4 I 5 6‘ 7 8 I 9 10 11 12 I 13 14 15 16 


12 9 6 8| of planting 
experiments 


No. of the 


No. of the 


No. of the 


a; 


Hog's Dung Litter y 35 loads per acre. 

|l7 18 19 20 I 21 22 23 24 \ 25 26 2? 28 | 29 30 31 32| experiments 

Guana; or^ Sea-fowl Dungy 35 bushels per acre. 

[33 34 35 36 J 87 38 39 40 I 41 42 43 44 | 45 46 47 48j experiments 

No Manure- 

|49 50 61 52 1 53 54 55 56 | 57 58 59 60 | 61 62 63 64j experiments 
' 66 feet. 


The figures 12. 9. 6. 3 . represent the depths of planting in 
inches, and the positions of each two rows which traversed the 
manured and unmanured parts. The numbers 1 to 64 shew the 
situations of the experiments. The three narrow paths which 
separated the manured divisions reduced the cultivated space 
from lOj to 15 feet ; each experiment upon the two rows con- 
sisted therefore of 15 feet in length, or of 30 feet of rows ; which, 
as will be hereafter explained, is the 726th part of an acre. 

The manures were evenly spread over the beds in the orders 
and quantities specified uj the diagram ; they were then trenched 
one spit deep into the soil. The transverse lines mark the spaces 
for each class of seed, and by crossing the manure divisions 
they formed 16 squares, containing each four distinct experi- 
ments ; so that the total number was 64. The soil was rather 
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stiff, being composed of blackish mould intermixed with friable 
fat clay. 

The whole being thus prepared, the seeds were dibbled in at 
their respective depths, on the 9th of August, 1809, and the 
produce was taken up on the 30th of November, that is, 113 days 
after planting. 

The following table of the results, exhibits the produce of each 
experiment, or 30 feet of rows, in pounds ; the weight of the six 
largest potatoes ; and the computed acreable produce in pounds, 
and in bushels. 
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TABLE of the Restdti of the Essperimentt, etehibiting the tvurnbtrofpoande 
that each 30 feet of rows yielded, the weight of the six largest Potatoes 
from each experiment, the computed acreable produce, in pounds and 
bushels, and the total quantities produced from each sort of seed, at the 
several depths, throughout the manured and unmamred parts, in the extent 
of 120 feet of rows. 

Note. — 30/ef< of rows are the 726<A, and 120 feet the 181,5 of an acre. 


Class 1. — Seed the size of Walnuts planted whole. 

Twelve Inches deep. 


s 

B 


MANURES. 





1 

Horse dung 

17 

Hog's ditto 

33 

Sea-fbwl ditto 

49 

None 


Total 

2 

Horse dung 

18 

Hog's ditto 

34 

Sea-fowl ditto 

50 

None 


Total 

3 

Horse dung 

19 

35 

Hog's ditto 
Sea-fowl ditto 

51 

None 


Total 

4 

Horse dung 

20 ; 

Hog’s ditto 

36 1 

Sea-fowl ditto 

52 ] 

None 



lbs. J Ibsiiivbz. ^ 
^588 
31f 1 14 22869 

88i 2 4 27951 

26 1 8 18876 


Nine Inches deep. 

S5f 1 8 25773 

33 1 12 23968 

36 2 2 26136 

29 1 6 21054 


Six Inches deep. 

45 1 2 8 32670 

34i I 1 2 25347 

42 I 2 2 30492 

30f 2 . 2 22143 


Three Inches deep. 

37 2 0 26862 

32 2 4 23232 

41 1 14 29766 

24 2 2 17424 




134 X 181.5 equal to 24321 lbs. 
per acre. 

460 

427 

466 

375 very stiff black clay soil, 

lbs. j 

133| X 181.6 equaIto24239lbs. 
per acre, 

583 

447 

544 

395 very stiff black clay, 
lbs. 

152 X 181.5 equal to 275881bs. 
per acre. 


134 X 181.5 equal to 24321 lbs. 
per acre. 
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Class 2, — Large Seed cut in pieces. 


Twelve Indies deep. 


Number. 

MANURES. 

Produce of 
SO feet of 
rows. 

Weight of 
the six 
largest. 

Produce 
per acre 
in lbs. 

Produce 
per acre in 
bush. 5Glbs. 

REMARKS. 



lbs. 

lb. 

oz. 




5 

Horse dung 

50 

3 

2 

36300 

648 

very line. 

21 

Hog^s ditto • 

28i 

2 

8 

20(>91 

369 


37 

Sea- fowl ditto 

39 

2 

2 

28314 

505 


53 

None 

22 

2 

2 

15972 

285 



‘ 






lbs. 


Total 

139| 





139 j X 181.5e(]Hial to 25319lbs« 



Nine Inches deep. 


per acre. 

6 

Horse dung 

451 

3 

0 

33033 

589 


22 

Hog’s ditto 

331 

2 

6 

24321 

434 


38 

Sea-fowl ditto 

43 

3 

0 

31218 

557 


54 

None 

29i 

1 

6 

21417 

382 









lbs. 


Total 

151i 





1511 X 181.5 equaUo274971bs. 


1 


Six Inches deep. 


per acre. 

7 

Horse dung 

411 

4 

2 

29766 

.531 


23 

H og’s ditto 

36| 

2 

2 

26136 

466 


39 

Sea-fowl ditto 

45f 

2 

10 

330S3 

589 


55 

None 

3H 

1 

14 

22869 

408 









lbs. 


Total 

154 





154 X 181.5 equal to 27951 lbs. 



Three Inches deep 

» 

per acre. 

8 

Horse dung 

S9| 

3 

0 

28677 

511 


24 

Hog’s ditto 

29 

1 

12 

21054 

375 


40 

Sea-fowl ditto 

43 

3 

12 

31218 

557 

• 

56 

None 

32 

2 

14 

23232 

414 








1 

lbs. • 


• Total 

143i 





143| X 181.6 equal to 260451bs. 








per acre. 


D 
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Class 3, — Eyes of middle-sized Potatoes scooped out. 


Twelve Inches deep. 


Number. 

MANURES. 

Produce of j 
30 feet of • 
rows. 



® M 

£•3 S 

Produce 
per acre 
in lbs. 

Produce 
per acre in 
buth.56lbs. 

REMARKS. 



lbs. 

lbs. oz. 




\) 

Hors*' (lung 

37 

8 4 

26862 

479 


25 

ditto 

23 

1 10 

16698 

298 


41 

St a-fowl ditto 

29| 

3 10 

21417 

382 


57 

None 

I2| 

2 2 

9256 

165 








lbs. 


Toti.1 

102i 




102* X 181.5 c(]ual to 185581bs. 




Nine Inches deep. 


per acre. 

10 

Horse dung 

37 

3 4 

26862 1 

479 


26 

Hog’s ditto 

23 

3 2 

16698 

298 


42 

St a-fowl ditto 

29 

2 12 

21054 

375 


58 

None 

16i 

2 6 

11737 

210 








lbs. 


Total 

105i 




105i X 181.5 equal to 19102lbs. 




Six Inches deep. 


per acre- 

11 

Horse dung 

43f 

3 10 

31.581 

1 563 

best sort 

27 

Hog’s ditto 

37{ 

3 14 

27225 

485 


43 

Sea-fowl ditto 

44i 

3 8 

32307 

576 


59 

None 

26 

2 0 

18876 

337 








lbs. 


• Total 

151i 




151f X181.5 equal to 274971bs. 




Three Inches deep 

• 

per acre. 

12 

Horse dung 

291 

4 10 

21417 

382 


28 

Hog’s ditto 

qW I 
% 

2 14 

27225 

485 

numerous small excrescences on 

44 

Sea-fowl ditto 

.35 

2 14 

25410 

4.53 

the haulm. 

60 

None 

26f 

2 10 

19239 

343 




* 




lbs. 


Total 

128^ 




128|x 181.5 equal to 23923lbs. 







per acre. 
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Class 4. — Small Potatoes planted whole. 


Twelve Inclicx deep. 


Number. 

MANURES. 

Produce of 
30 feet of 
rowg. 

U* 

0 

. . 2 V. 

•sll 

Produce 
per acre 
in lbs 

W “ pO 

-5 

fc. WJ 

X 1. 3 
* 

KI^MAKKS. 



lbs. 

lbs ()/. 




13 

Horse (lung 

31 

1 12 

225(bi 

401 


29 

Hog’s ditto 

3Si 

1 6 

2795 1 

199 


45 

S(K(-fowl ditto 

38 

1 0 

2758- 

A\)2 


61 

None 

28i 

I 12 

21 '691 

3.9 








lbs. • 

1 

Total 

136 




136 X 181*5 equal to 24684lbs. 




Nine Inchfi^ deep. 

per acre. 

14 

Horse dung 

m 

1 8 

28677 

512 


30 

Hogs ditto 

40i 

1 12 

29403 

525 


46 

Sea-fowl ditto 

43 

2 0 

31218 

557 


62 

None 

34 

1 12 

24684 

440 








lbs. 


Total 

157 




157 X 181.6 equal to 28495lbs. 




Su Inches deep. 


per acre. 

15 

Horse dung 

45 

1 12 

32670 

583 


31 

Hog’s ditto 

42 

1 10 

30492 

544 


47 

Sea-fowl ditto 

48| 

2 0 

35211 

628 

nearly a heaped bushel remark- 

63 

None 

44 

2 6 

31944 

570 

ably fine potatoes. 







lbs. 


Total 

179| 




179^x181.5 equal to 32579lbs. 



Three Inches deep 

• 

per acre. 

16 

Horse dung 

32 

1 12 

23232 

414 


32 

Hog’s ditto 

34 

2 2 

24684 

440 


48 

Sea-fowl ditto 

43 

2 0 

31218 

557 


64 

None 

34 

2 (1 

24684 

440 






• 


lbs. 


• Total 

143 




143 X 181.5 equal to 25954lbs. 







per acre. 
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The following is an abstract from the preceding table, and is a 
comparative view of the effects of the several classes of seed, 
shewing the total produce in pounds. 

Pounds. 

Class 1 . Seed the size of walnuts planted whole, yielded 553^ 

2 . Large seed cut in pieces - _ - 588|- 

3. Eyes of middle sized potatoes - - 487-| 

4. Small potatoes planted whole - - 615^ 

Total pounds - 2245 

These results will be pleasing to the planters, since they have 
clearly ascertained that small potatoes planted whole, which 
would not fetch so good a price in the market as the largest sort, 
are the best for seed. 

The following is a comparative view of the effects of different 
depths of planting, shewing the total produce in pounds. 

Pounds. 


1 st. Six inches deep, yielded - - 637 

2 d. Three ditto, ditto - - _ 549 , 

3d. Nine ditto, ditto - - - _ 547;^ 

4th. Twelve ditto, ditto - - 511| 

Total pounds • - 2245 


By these results, it is proved, that planting at the depth of six 
inches on stiffish land is the most productive : but if the soil be 
of a lighter and freer sort, it is probable nine inches, or more, 
would yield best, because the moisture necessary for vegetation 
lays deeper in that sort than in a more retentive soil. 

The following is a comparative view of the effects of the ma- 
nures ; shewing the total produce in pounds. 
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Pounds. 

1st. The guana :* or, sea-fowl dung at 35 bushels per 

acre, yielded - - 639 

2d. Horse dung litter at 35 cart loads or 420 bushels 

per acre, yielded _ - _ 626 

3d. Hog’s dung litter, at 35 cart loads, or 420 bushels 

per acre, yielded _ _ 534 

4th. No manure - - - - 446 

Total pounds - 2245 

* The guana or sea-fowl dung, which is found in considerable quantities upon Egg 
Island, was first recommended to my notice by the Right Honourable Sir Joseph Banks, 
President of the Royal Society. It furnishes/* says he, the loading of an immense 
number of vessels that are constantly employed in bringing it from small islands, to the 
main land on the western coast of South America, where it is sold and distributed for 
the purpose of manure ; which it answers, in a degree, infinitely superior to any other 
article we have the knowledge of. — A handful is considered as sufficient for several 
square yards of land, the produce of which is exuberant, in consequence of the force of 
this application.” 

The accuracy of this valuable communication has been most amply confirmed by my 
experimciits in the culture of potatoes, as well as upon grass lands. Thirty-five bushels 
of the guana, or three cart load.s per acre, appear to me, equivalent in effect, to seventy 
loads of good rot-dung. I should imagine that abundance of this most valuable manure 
might be had froiA many of the rocks and islands on the coasts of Scotland. 

The effect of the guana upon grass land is comparatively greater than in tlie potatoe 
experiments. — From what cause this proceeds it may be difficult to explain : but as Dr. 
Priestley found, by experiment, that vegetables throve best when they were made to grow 
in air made putrid by the decomposition of animal and vegetable substances, it may be 
inferred that the very strong effluvia which issues from the sea-fowl dung, or guana, toge- 
ther with its being readily washed among the roots of vegetables by the first falls of rain, 
are circumstances that may possibly render its effects, as a top dressing, greatly superior 
to those it produces when it is mixed with the soil. By this mixture its powers may be 
weakened, and a great portion of effluvia, which by some is supposed the proper food of 
plants, being retained underground, cannot escape and unite with the atmosphere. 

On the 29th of July, 1808, 1 marked out a space, on the lawn in front of Plantation- 
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Tliese results decisively prove the great advantage of manuring 
the lands, which would evidently repay the additional expense, 

I) use, vvhich mejisured one rod in breadth, and twelve rods in length. This was divided 
into twelve cquiil parts, or square rods, and numbered progressively from 1 to 12. The 
guana was reduced to a powder, and sifted ; and upon Number 1 a quart of this powder 
was evenly strewed by the hand; this is at the rate of five Winchester bushels per acre ; 
because IGO square rods, or an acre, would i ave required that number of quarts, or 
txactly five bushels. In the same manner Number 2 had two quarts, Number 3 three 
(jiiarts, and so on to Number 12, wbieh had twelve quarts, or at the rate of GO bushels 
per acre. 

From the 29th of July there were, daily, drizzling rains until the 5th of August, when 
the cH'cct of this invaluable manure began to appear. On the following day the whole ex- 
tent of the 12 rods became highly verdant, and exhibited sucli a contrast to the unmauured 
part of the lawn, that it had the appearance of having been newly turfed with a finer kind 
of sod. The effect gradually increased ; and in the first week of October, that is, in little 
more than two months, the higher numbers, from 6 to 12, (having from 30 to 60 bushels 
per acre), excited the surprise of every person who saw them, being covered with the most 
exuberant grass that can be imagined, and having more the resemblance of a crop of 
young wheat, very thickly sown, than of any grass I ever beheld. 

This is tlie more remarkable, as at that time, the copious rains which fell in August, 
and the spring season had made no visible effect on the adjoining part of the lawn. 

It was from a frequent and careful inspection of the above experiments that I have 
estimated 35 bushels of guana per acre to be equivalent in effect, upon grass lands, to 
70 loads of good rot-dung. 

I have been informed that guana is sold at Lima, and at other towns on the coast of 
Peru, for a dollar a bag, of 50 pounds weight, and that it is much in use there for manuring 
fruit tre» and gardens. 

It is certainly one of the most powerful of manures ; and therefore it is necessary to be 
cautious in using it. I have observed, when too much is laid upon grass, that it burns 
and destroys it. — I would therefore recommend, to those who may try it on fruit trees, to 
begin with not more tlinn three quarters of a |)int to each tree, and to trench* it, about a 
foot deep, all round the roots. If the first application be found insufficient, a second, or 
third, may be given at intervals of two or three months; or, a better mode, prrhaps, of 
determining the quantity of guana proper for each fruit tree, would be to select about a 
dozen trees of the same kind and size, and to vary the quantities, by an easy progression, 
from three quarters of a pint, to one or two quarts, or more, to each tree. 


A. B. 
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and would maintain tlie potanx* grounds in good heart. These 
might, no doubt, be further improved by rotations of corn and 
green crops, which would prevent those disappointments that 
arise^ after perpetual croppings of potatoes for 12 or 14 years 
without manure. By such a practice, labour becomes useless, its 
expenses are thrown away; and the lands, originally productive, 
are, in the end, completely exhausted. This is a fact well known 
to the planters. 

It has already been mentioned that the greatest produce was 
from experiment No. 6 ; which was large seed cut in pieces, 
planted *12 inches deep, and manured with horse dung litter. 
Thirty feet of the rows yielded 50 pounds of very fine ‘potatoes, 
which is at the rate of 648 bushels per acre. 

To those who are unaccustomed to such calculations, it may 
be proper to explain in what manner the results in the Table are 
coinpuJed, from the length of 30 feet of rows. 

An English statute acre consists of 10 square chains. This may 
be more readily comprehended by imagining a space one chain 
in brcodth, and ten in length. As a chain measures 66 feet, it is 
evitlent an acre of the above form will be 66 feet broad, and 660 
feet long — and consequently the contents of an acre are 43560 
square feet. 

If this acre be planted in rows, 2 feet asunder, there may be 
placed 33 rows in its breadth — and this number of rows, multi- 
plied by 660 feet, will give 21780 feet for the total length of the 
rows. Then, if this sum be divided by 30 feet, it will be found 
that this length of rows is exactly the 726th part of an acre — con- 
sequently, the produce, in pounds, of any one of my experiments, 
multiplied by 726, will give the acreable produce in pounds. To 
find this produce in bushels, divide by 36 pounds, the weight of 
a St. Helena bushel. 
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For example, experiment No. 5, yielded 50 pounds ; multiply- 
ing this by 726, gives 36300 pounds, and dividing by 56, gives 
648 bushels, as entered in the Table. 

1 was, however, accidentally led into this mode of computation 
— because, as I have already stated, the rows had been reduced 
from 16^ to 15 feet. The readiest way, of determining the acre- 
able produce of a crop of potatoes, or of com — is first to ascertain 
the quantity yielded from one rod (that is 16^ feet square), mea- 
sured upon any part of the field, and then to multiply that quan- 
tity by 160 (which is the number of square rods in an acre), the 
product will be the computed quantity per acre. 

January 1811. 
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SECTION III. 

Easy Mode of Thrashing, Cleaning, and Preserving all Sorts of Grain, as 
practised in India, and various Paris of Europe ; recommended in the 
Infancy of St. Helena Farming. 

Xhr OUGHOUT India, the manner of reaping and preserving 
corn, is nearly the same. It is cut down within four inches of the 
ground ; and when dried in the son, it is, without binding it in 
sheaves, put in small stacks about ten or twelve feet high. The 
stalks are placed outward, and the ears inward. After remain- 
ing in the stacks a week or ten days, it is spread evenly on a 
thrashing-floor, made hard, level, and smooth ; and coated with 
a mixture of cow-dung, clay, and water. The grain is then 
trodden, l>y driving a number of cattle over it. When the thrash- 
ing is completed, the straw is separated from the grain and chaff*; 
and these being projected in the air, by means of wooden shovels, 
the corn becomes perfectly winnowed, by this simple process, 
which is performed entirely in the open field. 

The native's of India have various ways of preserving grain. 
Some put it in large earthen jars, and keep it in their houses ; 
others use pits, about fifteen or twenty feet deep. These are 
excavated, in a dry and compact soil, by digging* a narrow shaft, 
two or three feet in diameter, whjch is gradually widened towards 
the bottom, and forms a spacious cave under ground, leaving 
only a small opening at top. Through this opening, after the 
cave has been lined with straw rope, the grain is deposited ; and 
the <»pening is then closed by a few sticks or boards, over which 
soil is laid, and made level with the surface of the field. These 

E 
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under-ground granarie!5 exclude all air and moisture, and grain 
is preserved in them for several years.— I think it is probable that 
potatoes on this island might be preserved in the same manner 
for several months. 

In some parts of India, small store-rooms are erected, which 
are strongly floored with [flanks, to keep out the bandicoots, a 
species of destructive rat, much larger than tho.se at St. Helena. 
In the store-rooms, no opening is left for air : but there are small 
doors, one above another, for the convenience of taking out the 
grain as it is wanted. 

In some of the northern countries of Europe, the flail is not 
used in thrashing. A large circle is cleared, and levelled, upon 
an open and elevated place. After the stones, or gravel, have 
been carefully removed, water is sprinkled — and the space is 
covered with short straw. A post is then fixed in the centre of 
the circle, and as soon as the soil is somewhat dry, it is trodden 
by horses, fastened by means of a rope, to the central post. — As 
the horses are driven round, the rope gradually shortens ; and 
the animals, when they have approached the centre, are made to 
move in a contrary direction. After repeatedly pursuing this 
alternate career, towards and from the centre, the floor is at 
length prepared. The sheaves are now untied, and disposed in 
successive circles from the post to the circumference, in order to 
be trodden. The thrashing is performed exactly in the same 
manner as in preparing the floor, by driving two or three horses 
found the post until all the ears are separated. The straw, which 
is reduced to very short pieces, is separated, and used as fodder 
during the winter ; and the grain and chatF are then collected 
into a heap, and the winnowing performed in the same manner 
as is practised in India. 

It is remarkable that the winnowing of corn in Egypt and 
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in several parts of the Mediterranean, are the same as above- 
mentioned. The mode of thrashing in Egypt is, however, dif- 
ferent ; for small carts are there made use of, which, by being 
driyen repeatedly over the corn, separates the grain from the 
straw, in a manner equally etFectual as the other two modes I 
have described. 

24th January, 181 1 . 
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SECTION IV. 

Emperinients illustrating the beneficial Effect of frequently stirring the 

Soil. 

Mr. Cnrwen’s discoveries and improvements, in the culture of 
vegetables, are curious and interesting ; and are deserving the 
attention of all who are engaged in this species of husbandiy. 
They seem to me peculiarly applicable to the circumstances of 
this island.; they point out modes of rendering lands more pro- 
ductive, without any risk of being exhausted, even by continual 
cropping for a series of years. I conceive, therefore, that the 
whole of Mr. Curwen's valuable communication, on those impor- 
tant subjects, must be highly gratifying and acceptable to many 
of your readers.* 

It is my intention to follow Mr. Ciirwen in some of his expe- 
riments. I feel a confidence of success, even from the present 
state of a small comparative experiment, which I have now in 
process. — It was begun about four months ago, with a view of 
ascertaining the etfect of frequently stirring the soil, -and exposing 
it to the influence of the rains and atmosphere. I selected, for 
this purpose, a very unpromising s{)ot of land, the soil a pale 
brown friable clay, which, in some parts, was bare, and in others 
producing nothing but the coarsest sort of tufted grass. The 
.space for the experiments (measuring two rods in length 'and one 
in breadth) was divided into two equal parts. Number 1, was 
broken up on the 11th of December last, by trenching with the 

• Mr. Curwen’s communication to the Society of Arts, dated 9tli June, 1808, was 
printed in the St. Helena Register, for the information of the landholders. 
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spade to the depth of 10 or 12 inches. From that day until the 
time of dibbling in the seed, on the 23d of February, it had 
been, at equal intervals, five times stirred or turned. One-half 
of Number 1 was then dibbled with potatoes, and the other 
with barley; and, at* the same time, the adjoining square rod, 
Number 2, was broken up, and dibbled, in every respect, in the 
same manner. 

It is deserving remark, that the soil of Number I, by frequent 
stirring, had become, and still continues, of a much darker hue 
than Number 2-; and the potatoes and barley upon the former 
are infinitely superior to those on the latter; in so much, that the 
tufts of i'oung barley are now, at least, five or six (imes more 
bulky than those upon Number 2. 

For the information of those engaged in cvdtivation, I commu- 
nicate these facts ; because they are clearly decisive of the advan- 
tages from repeatedly stirring the soil. At a future period, 1 may 
give the result of the above experiments ; in the mean time, I can 
assert with confidence, from the experience I have already had, 
that the cheapest and be.st mode of bringing old grass land into 
cultivation, is to pare off the turf to the depth of about two inches, 
and, when dry, to burn it ; and immediately after to spread the 
ashes over the surface. The first ploughing should then be given, 
but not too deep ; by this the labour of the cattle will be lessened, 
and the .slags, or clods, will be smaller. The two or three after 
ploughings should go gradually deeper. Care should be taken, 
by harrowing, to clear the land entirely of roots, and of every 
sort of*vegetable substance. Tf these operations are performed 
at proper seasons, .so as to be completed just before the setting in 
of the rains either in January or July, that destructive insect the 
grdb may be starved, and the land brought into the very highest 
state of preparation for receiving the seed. I will venture to .say. 
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if any one will but try the above process of cultivation, even upon 
a small scale, with the spade, and common garden rake, he will 
not be disappointed ; an4 will find just reason to infer, that it is 
very possible to obtain abundant crops of vegetables, or corn, 
from many parts of this island, that are, in their present state, 
totally desolate and barren. 

'22d April, 1811 . 
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SECTION V. 

Feeding Chickens — an Exposition of the nnreasonahle and exorbitant Prices 
of Poultry at St. Helena, in 1811. 

It is stated by Mr. Jackson, in the sixth volume of the Com- 
mercial, Agricultural, and Manufacturer’s Magazine, that he has 
found that three poiiuds of meal, flour, or grain, of such a sort 
as does not cost more than one penny a pound, or to the farmer 
and cottager not even so much, with water, and what otlier fare 
the little creature can find for itself, will feed and fatten a chicken 
sufficiently from the time of its bursting the shell, until that of its 
being of a growth, an<l in a condition, suitable for its being car- 
ried to market. And that the allowance of another penny is 
sufficient for the attention and labour which its rearing requires. 
The prime cost of the egg may be one halfpenny. Thus he con- 
ceives that even in the vicinity of any great town, a chicken that 
shall bring ninepence, or rather one shilling, in the market, and 
is, in comparison with other things, worth as much for the use of 
your own table, whether you be a rich or poor man, may be pro- 
duced and reared at the expense of fourpence halfpenny.” 

The above is an Extract from Mr. Dickson’s Complete Body 
of Agriculture, page 1209, and may be deserving the attention of 
those who are in the habits of rearing poultry in this island. — It 
will also serve to shew that 15 to 20 shillings for a middle sized 
fowl, and 25 shillings for a duck, where grain is about twopence 
per pound, must be a pretty profitable trade. 

27th Jtine, mi. 
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SECTION VI. 

On Planting Trees — Growth of Pineasters — remarkable Change in the Quality 
of Fir Tiinlicr in St. Helena — extensive Plantations of Pineasters recom- 
mended— Myrtifolia (or Botany Bay Willow'), its rapid Growth 
-—^yields inmimerable Pods, containing a sort of Pulse Jit for feeding 
Poultry — its Culture recommended. 

By viewing nature, nature's handmaid, art, 

Makes iniglity things from small beginnings grow.” Dryden. 

Thkre are no trees that succeed so well on this island the 
pineaster and a mimosa, which is usually called the Botany Bay 
willow. They grow on the poorest lands, withstand the south- 
east wind, and thrive in the most exposed situations. 

Most of the pineasters at Plantation-house are from seed, 
brought here by Mr. Henry Porteous, and sown on tlie 1st of 
July, 1787. I have lately measured the girt of several of the 
largest trees ; one is 5 feet and 7 inches ; others are from 5 to 3 
feet, and even less, ditlering in size according to the soil in 
which they are planted. These girts were taken at 4 feet above 
the ground. 

One of those trees was blown down in February last. It has 
since been used for various purposes. The first 7 feet above 
ground squared to 13 inches ; the whole of the stem measured 
146 superficial feet, and the large branches contained 47 ; Inaking 
the total from t»ne single tree, 193 feet superficial. The smaller 
branches yielde<l a consi<leraide qs^antity of fuel. 

The timber is o. a very superior quality : it ditTers materially 
from either the Memel, or the American fir, being of a closer 
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grain, beautifully veined, and resembling in some degree, a pale 
mahogany. 

It appears, by the printed laws and ordinances, that the im- 
portance of planting trees has been often, ilnringthe last century, 
strongly pressed upori the landholders by the Court of Directors: 
but leaving what is past, end looking foivvard to the next five 
and twenty years, it may l)e useful to take a view of the invalu- 
able benefits which might be conferred on this denuded island, by 
ft due attention to the orders of the Company ; and above all by 
forming plantations of pineasters, particularly on the leeward 
sides of the mountains, ami other parts in the interior of the 
islaml, w'llere, on account of a greater moisture, and a cooler 
atmosphere, it may be expected they would produce even larger 
timber than in the vicinity of’Plantation-house. 

As Governor Roberts’s directions on tlie 31st May, 17(H), (which 
require the distance from one tree to another not to exceed seven 
feet, or at the rate of 888 trees to an acre) are difi’erent froju the 
practice of the present time: it may be proper in Ibis' place, to 
say a few words upon the number of trees that should be planted 
on an acre. 

In the Transactions of the Society of Arts,Vol. XXVI. there is 
an account of Dr. A. Rain’s plantations in Dorsetsliire, of 338,199 
forest trees, upon 250 acres of poor land. He allotted 2000 to 
each acre. His plantations are of a mixed sort, consisting of 
289,556 Scotch firs ; 4362 oaks ; 12,290 larch ; S[)anish chestnut 
5647 ; spruce 3450 ; ash 1 1 ,050 ; pineaster 1900 ; sycamore 4050 ; 
birch 1 TOO ; and hazel 4195. The Scotch firs and pineasters 
succeed far better than any of the other trees. 

The same number of trees to an acre has been also allotted 
in tbe Duke of Portland’s plantations in England ; where trees 
of various sizes are placed in an irregular manner. And Mr. 

F 
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Nicol remarks, in his Treatise on Planting, that “ he who plants 
“ too tliin, with the idea of saving trouble in thinning, deviates 
“ as widely from the right path, as he who thins none at all.” 

Relying, therefore, upon established practice, and such good 
autliority it seems advisable to plant trees at the rate of 2000 to 
an acre ; which is something less than five feet asunder. Tlie 
thinning of the plantations would, in a few years, well repay the 
trouble, by the ample supplies of fuel they would produce ; and 
by leaving the choicest trees to attain their full growth, they would, 
in the course of 20 or 2o years, be of very great value in affording 
e\celh*nt timber mion the farms, either for sale, or for the purpose 
of erecting buildings. 

Let us now suppose the possibility of forming plantations of 
pincasters, upon 600 acres of the St. Helena mountains ; and that 
20(H> trees are planted ujion each acre, and of which 600 timber 
trees shall be produced, (four or five and twenty years hence) 
from each acre, or in all 600,000 timber trees. 

Suppose also that the average superficial feet in each of those 
timber trees, to be no more than 160 feet, which, from 600,000 
trees, would be 46,000,000 superficial feet ; and rated at 4d. (the 
recent price of imported American timber) would be, in value, 
seven hundred and fifty thousand pounds. This is, at the rate of 
no more than 60 shillings for each timber tree, exclusive of vast 
quantities of fuel from the thinning of the plantations, and from 
the lopping of the timber trees at the time they are cut down. 

In regard to the Mimosa Myrtifolia, or Botany-bay willow, 
there are at Plantation-house several young trees that wt*re raised 
from seed sown on the 20th January, 1810, and afterwards trans- 
planted. The largest is 0 or 10 feet high, a beautiful shrub now 
in blossom, and covering a space of about 8 feet in diameter. This 
sort ol Mimosa attains the height of 20 to 26 feet. 
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It produces annually an iininense number of lonj? pods full of 
seed ; so that it might not only be propagated to any extent, but 
as the seed is greedily devoured by rats, it may be presumed that 
its general culture would be highly beneficial, both in speedily 
raising fuel, as in corttributing to tlie support of poultry, hogs, 
and other live stock. I ha\e tried it with poultry who seem to 
relish it equally as other grain. 

I hope that these hints will be duly considered, and (hat they 
may tend to excite a spirit of emulation in planting trees, which 
no doubt might be greatly promoted if piemi urns were offered 
by the Court of Directors, to every landholder, who shall have 
growing, in a thriving state, 20 or 25,000 trees. 

22dJuhf, 1811 
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SECTION VIJ. 

On Potatoes — two Crops in the Year — extensive Culture recommended — 
solid Nourishment of, compared with Flour — Culture of Corn recom- 
mended as a green or dry Fodder for Cattle— former heavy Losses in 
Cattle ascribed to improvident management — Notices of dry Seasons, 
and Losses in Cattle, from the year 1724 to 1792 — Seasons of Drought 
produced by the Operation of some general Cause — severe Drought at 
St. Helena in 1791-2 pervaded the Peninsula, of India ; and felt ' at Mont- 
serrat in fhe West Indus. 

“ Lkek to tlie Welsh, to Dutchmen liuTrER’s dear. 

Of Irish swains Potatok is the cheer.” Gay- 

Doctor Adam Smith, in \\\sWealth of Nations, observes, that, 
“ the chairmen, porters, and coal-lieavers in London, and those 
“ tinlbrtunate women who live by prostitdtion, the strongest 
“ men, and the most beautifid women perhaps in the llritisli 
“ dominions, are said to be, the greater part of them, from the 
“ lowest rank of people in Ireland, who are generally fed with 
“ Potatoes. No food can afford a more decisive proof of its non- 
“ rishing quality, or of its being peculiarly suitable, to the health 
“ of the human constitution.” 

If this a])le writer had visited St. Helena, or had been aware 
of the practice of raising two crops a year from the same land, or 
of producing J1(>,0()0 pounds of Potatoes annually from an acre, 
without manure, which Colonel Broughton has found to be the 
average of his crops at Long Wood, which is liy no means, the 
riche.st land here, it would have afforded him even a much greater 
contrast, and a more forcible comparison than he has drawn 
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between the produce of an acre of Potatoes and an acre of Wheat 
in England. The former he rates at only twelve thousand pounds 
weight; the latter at two thousand, and allowing “ half the 
“ weight of Potatoes, to go to water, (a very large allowance),” 
he infers that “ one acre oi Potatoes ])roducing 60()0 weight of 
“ solid nourishment, is equal to three times the quantity pro- 
“ duced from an acre of Wheat." * 

It is evident therefore, that the same train of argument applied 
to this island, would make the annual produce of one acre of 
Potatoes, in solid nourishment, equal to nine acres of Wheat in 
England. 

From fhe })eculiar advantages which St. Helena enjoys in tlie 
extraordinary j»roduce, as well as in the excellent quality of this 
invaluable root, it is evident that the extensive culture of Potatoes, 
is deserving the utmost attention, not merely as a food for man 
but for cattle and live stock of all kinds. The imports of flour, 
rice and paddy, and of salted meat, might thus be diminished, 
the island might easily be made to abound with every necessary 
of life, w hich is assuredly the be.st inode of depre.ssing the present 
exorbitant prices ; and the diminution of those wants which are 
obtained from other countries, would no doubt, have the effect 
of retaining, amongst the cultivators of the soil, a very great pro- 
portion of the sums that are annually paid for foreign supplies. 

The annual consumption of flour is about 1600 barrels, which 
would cost in England, including the barrels, according to the 
invoice per IValmer Castle in 1807, ^£8674. If freight and 
cliarg(?s be added at £b. per ton, and rating six barrels to a ton, 
this would be 260 tons, or i)1330, making the total cost of 1600 
barrels of flour, when landed here, <£10,004. 

Now from what has been said, and following Doctor Adam 
Smith’s deductions, I will proceed to shew that an equal quantity 
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of the “ solid nourishment” contained in 1600 barrels of flour 
mi£i;;ht be obtained in Potatoes, from thirty-three acres of this 
island, and admitting the rent, and the labour in cultivating the 
two crops annually, at even 30 pounds per acre, which is a very 
large sum, and particularly when the plough management is 
introduced, that for nine hundred and ninety pounds sterling, 
there might be raised of w'holesome nourishing food, a substitute 
or equivalent, for what eosts when brought to this island, more 
than ten thousand pounds sterling ! Sixteen hundred casks of 
flour, at 370 pounds each, contain 592,000 pounds, and thirty- 
three acres of Potatoes at 36,000 pounds per annum, would be 
1,188,000, the half of which being 594,000 pounds, is “ the solid 
nourisliment,” according to Doctor Adam Smith : which is even 
more than that contained in the above number of casks of flour. 

Mr. Parmentier found, from a number of experiments, that 
good bread might be made from equal quantities of flour and 
potatoes. No doubt, two thirds of flour to one third of potatoes 
would be better: and some of this sort made here by a neighbour 
who well understands the comforts and good things of this life, 
was superior to any bread I ever tasted on this island. I would 
recommend a trial to the St. Helena bakers ; they would find by 
this mixture that the bread has a fresher taste, and that it has 
the property of keeping better than that which is made of the 
flour imported from England : besides, by making flour go farther, 
they could aflbrd to dispose of bread at a cheaper rate than that 
made wholly from flour. 

I trust that these remarks will stimulate our landholders to their 
own interests, and that we shall soon have at least an hundred 
acres of potatoes added to the present cultivation. J3y this I do not 
mean to exclude the use of flour, but I am fully persuaded, that 
die advantage and convenience arising even from this addition in 
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feeding man and livestock, would soon lead to a more extensive 
culture. Tn a year or two the inliabitants would thus become far 
less dependent on foreign imports ; and the potatoe culture upon 
an enlarged scale, would also enable the landholders to givt; a 
poftion to their cattltj, at those times when they are much reduced 
by the impoverished state of the pastures ; by this the lives of 
many might be saved during an unfavourable seai^on. ]3ut the 
more eflectually to guard against the fatal <‘onsequences that may 
justly be apprehended from a dry season, under the present 
management of cattle, I (;annot too strongly recommend the 
cxpedi/iiicy of alternate crops of potatoes and corn : the latter 
might be raised as at the Cape of Cood Hope, either as a dry or 
green fodder ; and of which there might always be a certain 
supply particularly when the rains have only partially failed : 
this was most clearly proved in February and November, 1810, 
as will appear from what is stated in page 28* of the printed 
Laws and Ordinances, and in pages 51 1 and 7()J of the Goat 
y)apers. 

Further advantages would result fiom the alternate crops of 
potatoes and corn, since they would preserve the lands in good 
heart; and if some attention were paid to manuring, it would 
prevent them being exhausted, and becoming unprofitable, 
which they often have been by continually repeating the potatoe 
crops. It is, moreover, the opinion of eminent agriculturists 

* February 28tb, 1810. The Wukat sown on the 9th of November is now in full 
ear; the prass at jiresent is much burnt up. Fodder of Whkat, Barley, or Oats, 
would Be very serviceable, ’ 

t “ The Guinea Grass is likely to do wonders here : some looked green and beau- 
tiful during some very dry weather, which liurnt up all the grass around it.” 

On the 29th of November 1810, it wtis ascertained, that one acre of Grkkn Oats, 

‘‘ yielded at this season of the year more nourishment for Cattle, than any one 
HUNDRED acres of the Long Wood pastures.” 
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that such a rotation would, in a great measure, secure potatoes 
against the ravages of the caterpillar. 

What eminent advantages does the whole of this easy system 
of management hold out ! I am firmly resolved to pursue it ; for 
I have often seriously reflected on the greatjosses that have bfeen 
sustained here by the planters. I have endeavoured to discover 
the causes, which I cannot but ascribe, almost entirely, to impro- 
vident management. No care whatever is taken to guard against 
evils similar to what have frequently visited this remote spot on 
the globe. In 1738 the planters lost 555 head of cattle, and the 
CompaTiy'132. The total number that perished at that time, 
from the extreme dryness of the weather, was 687. Tliis is a 
dreadful warning. What a blow would such a season give to the 
landholders of the present day ! For there is absolutely not the 
smallest precaution taken to avert it. I cannot behold this pic- 
ture without apprehension ; for the value of tlie number of cattle 
that died in 1738, (and a far greater number in 1791 and 1792) 
at the present market price, may be fairly rated at 6 to 8000 
pounds, sterling. 

To excite a serious attention in the minds of the landholders, 
who have almost the whole of their property in cattle, and more 
strongly to impress them with the dreadful consequences of trust- 
ing wholly to pasture lands, and in the hope also they will pay 
some attention to the facts and hints I now set before them, I 
shaH'conclude these remarks with a brief statement of every notice 
T can find on record, that relates to the visitations of unfavourable 
seasons, and to the calamities which have been experiei?.ced by 
preceding generations. 



TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


41 


Notices regarding bad Seasons and Losses in Cattle^ extracted 

from, the Consultations, and from Letters from the Court of 

Directors. 

In the year 1724, Februtiry 12. — Bad seasons for 4 or 5 years 
past : in dread of a famine. 

1738, June 13.— Losses sustained in cattle, by tl>e late dryness 
in the weather. 

Cattle. 

Loss to the inhabitants - - 555 

Ditto Company _ _ _ 132 

Total 687 

1739, May 4lb. — Rainy seasons had failed for the last 4 or 5 
years. 

1747, March 9th. — Rains failed last season. 

April 11. — Unusual drought for several months past. 

May 26.— On account of the grass lands being burnt up by the 
continuation of dry weather, cattle were fed, during six weeks 
with plantain trees. 

1748, May 10th. — Yams so scarce, that only 32 soldiers can be 
supplied weekly. 

1752, August 3.— A failure of rain for some time past. 

February 22. — Heavy rains fell on the 20th instant 

1759, December 7th. — For want of rain, the island and cattle 
in bad condition. The Court of Directors recommend promoting 
the increase of stock of all kinds. 

1772^January 8. — Long contihuance of dry weather occasioned 
great diminution in the number of cattle. 

1774, December 23.— The island restored to a flourishing state. 

1779, May 17. — The island in a distressed situation from the 
present drought — and from the loss and poverty of cattle. 

G 



12 TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 

July 19. — Great mortality among the cattle. 

1780, April 17. — The Company’s flock of sheep in bad condi- 
tion “ from the long drought and present failure of our summer 
rains.” 

June 5. — The island in a distressed state, 

1781, March 1. — ^Torrents damaged Sandy Bay fortifications. 

June 2. — The island had sustained severe drought for three 

years, 

1791, April 13. — Colonel Brooke informs Doctor Anderson at 
Madras, that while the grass is burnt up, his Guinea grass, at 
High Knoll, looked “ green and beautiful.” 

May 30, — Thirty-two of the Company’s cattle (including calves) 
died during six months. The Company’s stock on Jnly 11, was 
340 cattle. 

October 21. — :The season continued alarmingly dry — the crops 
of potatoes failed — the yam grounds grown very unprofitable — 
and numbers of the cattle have died. 

1792, April 9. — Company’s cattle, December 31 - 369 

Dead - - - - 91 

Here it appears that one fourth of the Company’s .stock died. 

1792, August 17. — The planters petition to Government, repre- 
senting that they “ have, by the late drought, lost one half of 
their stock of cattle.” 

Philosophers of all ages have built a hope of being able to 
discover by repeated observations, some rules concerning the 
variations of seasons, and changes in the weather, convinced 
that such discoveries would be o*f the highe.st utility, especially in 
agriculture ; because by foreseeing, even in part, the circum- 
stances of the seasons, we should have it in our power to prevent, 
at least in some degree, the losses arising from them. But'from 
the imperfection of our present knowledge of this subject, it is 
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impossible to account for the uncertainty in the fall of rain. 
Most countries whether mountainous or flat are subject to it : 
and it would seem from experience and comparisons, that the 
variations which have taken place, have sometimes been eflected 
by the operation of some general cause. The severe drought 
felt here in 1791 and 1792 was far more calamitous in India. 
Doctor Anderson states, in a letter to Colonel Ky^, dated the 
9th of August, 1792, that owing to a failure of rain, during the 
above two years, one half of the inhabitants in the northern cir- 
cars had perished by famine ; ** and the remainder were so feeble 
“ and weak, that on the report of rice coming from the Malabar 
" coast, 5000 poor people left Rajamundry, and ve?y fow of them 
“ reached the sea-side, although the distance is only 50 miles." 
The Doctor further observes ‘^that betwixt the latitudes 16* and 
“ 18° on the coast of Coromandel, there was so little rain during 
“ the years 1764, 1765, and 1766, that the country was desolated 
" by famine." It appears by Mr. Bryan Edwards’s History of 
the West Indies, that the season of 1791-2 were unusually dry at 
the island of Montserrat. 

It will be observed, by the extracts I have given, that no 
notice is taken of dry seasons at those periods ; and that the 
greatest continuance of seasons uncomplained of, was betwixt 
the years 1724 and 1738. This interval was fourteen years. 
Now as there has been no serious drought since 1792, it should 
be kept in mind that the present interval of favourable seasons, 
being nineteen years, already exceeds any other on record. 
We know not how soon another visitation may take place. Let 
us then be wise and prudent, from dear bought experience, and 
use every means in our power to be prepared for it. 

\bth Augutt, 1811. 
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SECTION VIII. 


diodes proposed to the Landholders for averting the Evils incident to 

Seasons of Drought. 

Although I have frequently endeavoured to draw the attention 
of breeders of cattle here to their own interests, and have strongly 
urged them to imitate the practice of the most enlightened agri- 
culturists, by raising green crops of corn, mangel wurzel, turnips, 
potatoes, &c. for the purpose of preserving the lives of poor half- 
starved beasts, at the time the grass lands are burned up, or when 
the rains set in — ^yet, in case some of them, who have never wit- 
nessed any other management than that which has ever prevailed 
here, should consider such things as mere etfusions of imagina- 
tion or fancy, I must therefore request their attention to the fol- 
lowing extract from the New Fanner’s Calendar.* 

The testimony of an experienced “ farmer and breeder,” as 
well as an able writer upon these subjects, will shew that my 
sentiments are not singular ; and that the practice I recommend 
has long been adopted, with complete success, both on the Con- 
tinent of Europe, and in the United Kingdoms. I should hope 
that such testimony, added to the facts and proofs I have adduced 
(“ that crops of corn are infinitely heavier, and far more certain, 
“ than the produce of even the best grass lands”) will afford to 
every unprejudiced mind the most unerring conviction*' that the 
proposed new system would be extremely advantageous ; and 
that it is even more peculiarly suited to the circumstances of 

* On the green and root crops, for “ the support of cattle-” — See New Farmer’s Ca- 
lendar, page 382. 
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Saint Helena than perhaps of any other establishment of the 
British empire. 

I therefore entertain a sanguine hope that the breeders of 
cattle may look to their own interests, and that they may at length 
listen to the voice of reason and experience, and immediately set 
about guarding themselves and families from inevitable ruin, to 
which they are every season exposed, merely through improvident 
inanageraent. 

But, if neither facts nor arguments will awaken them to a sense 
of the evils incident to an entire dependence on pasture lands, 
let them then duly reflect on the dreadful eflects they will un- 
doubtedly feel, if no precautions are taken, whenever it shall 
please the Almighty disposer of all things to revisit Saint Helena 
with another calamitous seaso'n similar to those which have been 
sometimes experienced here : and particularly in the years 1791 
and 1792. Alas! under our present circumstances, what would 
be the con.sequence of such a visitation : Our stock of cattle may 
be estimated at 20,000 pounds sterling. — Half this sum might be 
irrecoverably lost : and as the elTect of a diminution in the breed- 
ing stock would long be felt by the proprietors, it is not too much 
to say that the loss, consequent to so great a calamity, to them- 
selves and families, would not be less than the full value of the 
present stock of cattle. 

In page 76 of the Goat papers, it is proved that in four months 
from the period of sowing oats, 36,320 pounds of green fodder 
were obtained at Long Wood from an acre. Suppose 50 pounds 
of this* nutritious sustenance were allotted to each beast — one 
acre would feed two throughout the year — four for six months — 
or eight for three months. 

Let the proprietors also consider the vast importance of having 
their stock of working oxen maintained at all times in full 
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strength and vigour, and compare the work they would perform 
with that of animals so much exhausted that it is sometimes with 
difficulty they can crawl up the long ascents of this island. Let 
them compare also the weight and value of a well-fed beast for 
slaughter, with those miserable creatures that are sometimes sold 
to the shipping [perhaps to save a natural death;) and they can- 
not fail to be 'convinced of the superior advantages of the pro- 
posed, over the present system of feeding cattle. 

August \bthy 1811. 
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SECTION IX. 


On* Pineaster Trees, communicated in Letters to Sir Joseph Banks and 

Sir John Sinclair. 


To the Right Hon, Sir John Sinclair, Bart. President of the Board of 


Sir, 


Agriculture. 


I BEG leave to present you with a specimen of fir timber, the 
produce of pineaster trees raised on this island. The transmuta- 
tion which has been effected, by some natural cause* or causes, 
in the texture and appearance of fir timber, seemed to me so 
very curious and extraordinary that I could not deny myself the 
gratification of submitting it to the inspection of yourself, and of 
the Honourable Members of the Board of Agriculture. 

The inclosed is a copy of my letter to the Right Honourable 
Sir Joseph Banks ; which, with the St. Helena iiegister of July 
last, will afford you full information concerning those pineaster 
trees ; the latter also contains my sentiments upon the vast 
benefits that would undoubtedly, in a very short period, result to 
this denuded islaifil, if a due regard were paid to the propagation 
of treelf that produce so beautiful and valuable a timber. 


I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 


SU Helena, IBth September, 1811 . 


ALEXANDER BEATSON. 
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To the Right Honourable Sir Joseph Banks, K. B. President of the Royal 
Sir, 

Having lately discovered that pineaster trees raised at St. Helena, 
from English seed, yield a timber far superior to any of the 
pine species 1 have ever seen or heard of, and conceiving that 
their rapid growth, and the very extraordinary change which has 
been effected in the appearance and texture of fir timber, are 
circumstances deserving the attention of those who are accus- 
tomed to contemplate the cau.ses and effects in nature, I beg 
leave to present you with a specimen of the fir timber, of this 
island. 

Of the tree from which this specimen was taken, I have pub- 
lished a .short account in page 17 of the inclosed St. Helena 
Register : but after I had sent it to the press, I perceived I had 
been led into a mistake in naming it “ Scotch fir for upon 
examination, and comparing its branches, leaves, cones, and 
seed, with the descriptions of the various species of pine, they 
seem to me in every respect, to accord with those of the pineaster. 
Pimis foliis geniinis crasciusculus glabris, conis pyramidatus 
acutis. 

In order, however, to be further satisfied^ on this matter, I 
have sent by the present conveyance, to Sir Hugh Inglis, a twig 
and cones of the trees in question, together with some seeds of 
the very tree from which the specimen of wood was taken. It 
is of consequence to be certain upon this point, that I may 
receive the proper seed from England ; for it is ray intention to 
establish seed-beds and nurseries, sufficient to plant on this 
island several hundred acres of this most valuable timber. 

Many trees of different sorts have been already tried here ; 
there are none, however, so peculiarly adapted to the climate and 
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soil, nor that stand the almost unceasing south-easterly wind, 
so well as the pineaster. In the higher and cooler parts they 
thrive surprisingly ; but in those less elevated, and towards the 
north and south extremities of the island, the summer heats are 
too powerful for the propagation of trees that are indigenous to 
the colder climates. 

I have been lately informed by Doctor Roxburgh, that his 
attempts to raise the oak in the vicinity of Calcutta have failed. 
Here it is seen covered with beautiful foliage for about nine 
months in the year, and its girt attains a considerable size ; yet the 
main stems seldom rise above 8 or 10 feet : whereas the pineaster, 
when sheltered under the leeward sides of the hills, againstthe pre- 
vailing south-east wind, grows straight and beautiful, and arrives 
at the height of 50 to 60 feet in the space of twenty-four years. 

The following are the dimensions of a pineaster tree (trans- 
planted from a seed bed, sown on the 1st of July, 1787) which 
grows upon the leeward side of a hill about 300 yards west from 
Plantation-house. It is therefore well sheltered, and having 
been drawn up perfectly erect and straight, by the surrounding 
oaks, it is fit for a small mast of 35 or 40 feet in length. 

feet in. 

Lower girt, at 1 foot above ground, - - 4 8 

Girt, 26 feet ditto, - - - - 3 7 

Of serviceable timber, the length is 40 0 

Total height to the sumniit of the highest branches 58 0 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

ALEXANDER BEATSON. 

St. Helena, i9th September, 1811. 

H 
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SECTION X. 


On Guana or Sea-fowl Dung — and Experiments on the Culture of Mangel 
Wurzel. Communicated in a Letter to (Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph Banks , K. B. President of the Royal Society. 
Sir, 

Reing much indebted to you for a Communication on the 
subject of Guana, or Sea-fowl Dung, which first led to its being 
noticed as ? manure on this island, I beg leave to present you 
with the accompanying “ Remarks on the Culture of Mangel 
Wurzel;” in which you will have' the gratification of observing 
the very powerful effect of the Guana, when contrasted with hog’s 
DUNG and ashes, or with land unmanured. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

ALEXANDER BEATSON. 

St * Helena ^ \bth October , 1811 , 


Remarks on the Culture of Mangel Wurzel in the Island of 

St. Helena. 

My attention was .accidentally directed to the culture of 
mangel wurzel, which is the white or sugar beet, lately so 
celebrated in Prussia, by observing the rapid vegetation of its 
leaves, and the frequent cuttings obtained from sonn plants that 
were set out on the 6th February from a seed-bed sown on the 
3d January, 1809 : but it was not until the 21st of June following 
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tiiat I resolved to try the effects of manures ; and, accordingly, a 
portion of the transplanted mangel wurzel, being 130 plants, 
was left without manure: 81 plants had a top dressing of hog’s 
dong and ashes, at the rate of about 30 loads, or 360 bushels per 
acre, and (he remaining portion, containing 48 plants, was 
treated in the same manner with Guana, or sea-fowl dung, in 
the proportion of only 35 bushels per acre. * 

If I had predetermined to report on these experiments, I 
should have made them in a more regular form ; that is, I should 
have allowed an equal number of plants to each ; but under the 
circum?«;tances which have led to them, the result shall be given, 
exactly as they were recorded at the periods of cutting the leaves, 
and when the experiments were completed. 

The three first cuttings ndt having at the time attracted my 
notice, were not weighed ; I have therefore taken them in the 
following Table, at the proportions of the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
cuttings, which is a fair presumption, as they are in general, 
most productive in the early stages of their growth. 
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TABLE 1. — Exh^iting the Produce in Leaves of 259 IHants of Mangel 
Wurzel at Plantation-house Garden, from Seed sown on the 3d January, 
transplanted on the 6th February, and manured on die IXst June 1809. 


Dates of 
Cuttings 

No Manure. 

Hog’g Dung. 

Guana, or Sea- 
fowl Dung 


130 Plants 

81 Plants. 

48 Plant. s. 

1809. 

lb. oz. 

lb. oz. 

lb. oz. 


Feb. 24 

37 0 

107 0 

106 0 

1st Cutting*^ 

April 8 

45 0 

123 0 

72 0 

2d Ditto > Estimated 

June 21 

62 0 

117 0 

58 0 

3d Ditto J 

Aug. 22 

36 8 

107 4 

106 6 

4th Ditto 

Oct. 22 

45 0 

123 0 

72 0 

5th Ditto 

Dec, 2? 

62 0 

117 8 

58 8 

Gtli Ditto 

1810. 





March 23 

38 0 

62 0 

37 3 

7th Ditto 

May 23 

81 0 

126 0 

114 0 

8th Ditto 

July 24 

29 0 

72 0 

37 0 

9th Ditto 

Sept. 22 

36 0 

79 0 

65 0 

loth Ditto 

Nov. 22 

36 0 

59 0 

32 0 

1 1 th Ditto 


507 8 

1092 12 

758 1 

Totals 


—167th 

— 2C9th 

—454th 

Prnpoi’tions of an Acre 


GO 


344160 I 

Acrea'>lr Produce in Ihs. 


38 


153 

Ditto in Tons, 


The plants were placed in rows, two feet asunder, in a blackish 
stiff soil ; and at the distance of one foot in the rows. An acre 
planted in this manner would contain 21780 plants , 48 plants 
are therefore very nearly (as entered in the Table) the 454th part 
of an acre ; because 48 x 451 = 21792. In the same manner the 
other proportions are deduced. 

Oh'^erving the produce in leaves had diminished at tlie last 
three cuttings, and that they had also been much infested with 
caterpillars since they began to decline, I had the roots taken 
up on the 17th January 1811 From the 22d November to that 
time the growth of the leaves was inconsiderable; they were. 
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however, cut off riose to the (.Mowns, aiui the whole, after Being 
pruned of the small fibres, weighed 1196 pounds. 

As the roots of the experiment lots were not separately weighed, 
I deduce their respective produce in the following manner. 

As the total weight of the leaves, 

Is to the total weight of the roots ; 

So is the weight of the leaves from each experiment, 

To its proportion of the roots. Then, 

lbs. lbs. lbs. lbs. 

2358 1196. :: 607 : 257 no manure. 

2358 1196 :: 1093 ; 554j Hog’s dung and ashes 

2358 1196 :: 753 : 384^ Guana, or sea-fowl dung. 

These results being reduced to acreable produce, in the same 
manner as the leaves in the preceding Table, will be as follows ; 

No manure, 257lbs. x 167th =4291 91bs. or 19^ tons of roots 
per a. re. 

Hog’s dung and ashes, 554jlbs. x 269th = 1491601bs. or 66^ 
tons of roots per acre. 

Guana, or sea-fowl dung, 384jlbs. x 454th = ]745631bs. or 77^ 
tons of roots per acre. 

Now. the acrealde produce in leaves and roots from each ex- 
periment will stand thus ; 



Leaves 

Moots 

Total acreable 


Acreable 

Produce. 

Acreable 

Produce. 

Lrmluve of the 
leaves ^ roots. 

No manure 

38 lons4-19ir tons 

1 = 574 tons 

Hog’s dung and ashes 

131 


=197i 

Guana, or sea-fowl dung 

153i 


=231 


These results are manifest proofs of the great benefit of ma- 
nuring the lands. They likewise shew the surprising etl’ect of the 
Guana, from which it may be inferred, that 35 bushels of this 
manure are equivalent to 35 /oad« of hog’s dung and ashes; or. 
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or in other words, that one bushel of the former is, in effect, 
equal to twelve bushels of the latter. 

The fluctuations that were found, at the periods of tting the 
leaves, in the efiects of these two manures, are rather r . '> kal le, 
and not easily to be accounted for. The general effect of tin 
Guana, during the whole period from the 21st June 1809, wu. 
superior to the hog’s dung. Yet this last, on six occasions, ex- 
ceeded the others : but as this and other (Comparisons, may be 
made, and a variety of deductions may occur, upon inspecting 
the following Table, it would be superfluous to add any particu- 
lar observations. 


TABLE 11 ! — Shewing the Produce, of Forty-eight Plants of each Experi- 
ment, and the Ftucluations ,n the Produce of Leaves, at the Periods of 

C 

Cutting 


Oatc<i of Cutting. 


Leaves Leaves of Leaves of 
48 plants. 48 plants. B plants. 


No manure 



1 80y. 

February 24 

April S 

June • 21 

August 22 

October 22 

December 22 
1810. 

March 23 

May - 23 

July - 24 

Sept. - 22 

Nov, - 22 


Produce 

Multiply by the 7 
proportion of j 



1st Cutting 
2d Ditto 
3d Ditto 
4ih Ditto 
5th Ditto 
Gth Ditto 


>Esti 


Estimated 


454th. 


454th 


37i Jill Dittos months growth. 

114 8th Ditto 

37 !Mh Ditto 

65 lOth Ditto 

32 11th Ditto 


758 J ill 22 months and 19 days • 
454th 48 plants to an acre. 


proportion ot j 


1 Pounds. 184671 1294305 1344160 lacreable produce of leaves. 1 

As these products correspond as nearly as could be expected, 
>vith those computed from three difierent proportions of an acre, 
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in Table I.- -it i« a proof there can be no material errors in the 
<!;alc«lations, 

the roots were taken up, on the 17th of January last, 
vny »ew of them were in a decayed state; some had rotted in 
U e centre : but, in general, they were sound and good ; not- 
withstanding they had remained above two years in the soil ; that 
is, from the period of sowing the seed. The four fargest roots 
weighed as follows : 

No. 1 - -- -- -28 pounds. 

2 ------ 11 ditto. 

*3 19 ditto. 

4 - -- -- -20 ditto. 

Having thus detailed these experiments, I shall now proceed 
to offer a few remarks, which will shew the important benefits 
that might soon be derived from a general, and extensive culture 
of this excellent vegetable. 

It certainly possesses advantages over every other plant hitherto 
introduced in field culture. — Its produce is immense, and I have 
found it to grow, with considerable luxuriance, upon land where 
no other vegetation was ever seen.* It has also the singular 

♦ This was determined by an experiment I made soon after my arrival here. I selected 
a barren ridge, between two deep ravines, on the north-west side of High Knoll. From 
its situation and declining surface, no moisture could be retained. On the 27 \\\ August 
1808 it was trenched, and on the following day sown with sixteen different sorts of seed, 
so that it had not the advantage of the meliorating effects that might have been derived 
from exposure to the air and atmosphere. For a long time there was no appearance of vege- 
tation ; at l^^ngth, in the beginning of April,*1800, seven months after sowing, and when 
it had bel li soaked by the rains, I observed the drill of mangel wurzel one connected line 
of fine thriving plants : the fifteen rows of other seeds, excepting a few of the rape, had not 
vegetated. This is a positive proof that mangel wurzel would grow in almost any soil or 
situation. Tlie seeds which were sown at the same time as the mangel wurzel, were 
coffee, cotton, wheat, barley, oats, peas, buck wheat, spring tares, lucerne, burnet, sanfoin, 
silla, chicory, rape, and sunflower. — Not a plant of any of these, except the rape, which 
soon after died, ever appeared. 
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property of being unmolested by an insect (I believe the dolphin 
fly) which is here extremely destructive to cabbages, turnips, and 
radishes. I have very often observed, where alternate plants of 
cabbage and mangel wurzel were growing in the same rows, and 
touching each other, that whilst the foriner were absolutely anni- 
hilated by that destructive insect ; not one was to be seen on the 
mangel wuizel leaves. This extraordinary circumstance seems 
to favour Lord Bacon’s notions (however much they have been 
exploded) that some insects “ breedetli of dew and leaves in 
“ spring ; and commonly when the East winds have much 
“ blown — the cause whereof is, the dryness of that wind ; for, to 
“ all vinification upon putrefaction, it is requisite the matter be 

not too moist.” 

But, whatever may be the origin of those insects, it is of little 
consequence to the present subject. I have merely stated a fact, 
which may possibly attract notice, and may be of some use to those 
who are engaged in the contemplation of matters of this nature. 

The mangel wurzel, when fairly established in the soil (which, 
like every other crop upon an extensive scale, ought to be just 
before the expected rains in January and February, or in July 
and Augu.st), will soon acquire such vigour as to become almost 
independent of rain : for having a tap root, penetrating 12 to 18 
inches, or more, into the soil, it will always find sufficient mois- 
ture, at that depth, for carrying on the process of vegetation. In 
the course of five or six months, from the seed, if sown or planted 
in good soil, three cuttings of the leaves may be obtained, which 
may average about three pounds from each plant; and* the roots 
will then have attained the weight of five to ten pounds each. 
Wherefore it seems to me, after every attention I have given this 
subioct that the most profitable culture would be to take' three 
cuttings of the leaves, and at the third cutting, to dig up the 
roots : — these, as well as the leaves, afford a nutritious food for 
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cattle, sheep, hogs, &c. — ^The leaves are also an excellent substi- 
tute for spillage. 

It is very probable that a more abundant produce from mangel 
wurzel than appears in my experiments, might at all times be 
secured, if the lands were manured, and carefully prepared for 
its reception, and the proper seasons of sowing and planting at- 
tended to. In a piece of strong land, at P]antation-*house, newly 
broken np, without being manured, some of the plants from seeds 
.sown on the 3d of January, were set out on the (5th of February, 
180f>. — On the .11th of October following, I sent on board His 
Majesty's ship Lion, fifty of tho.se plants, which were the finest I 
had ever seen. The following were the weights and circumfe- 
rences of the five large.st : 


of the whole pi ant* 
lb. oz. 

Circumference of the roots 
ft. ill. 

No. 1 

41 3 

2 1 

2 

39 1 

1 9 

3 

39 (5 

1 10 

4 

38 0 

2 0 

5 

37 14 

1 11 


At Long Wood, Colonel Broughton has lately taken up some 
very fine specimens from land that was not manured : they were 
of six montlis growth from the seed — ^the leaves had been cut 
twice. Many of the roots weighed from six to ten pounds each : 
but admitting even the lowest of these rates, and allowing one 
pound of leaves at ea(;h cutting, the produce would be eight 
pounds from each plant ; which, at 20,000 plants to an acre, 
would be 100,000 pounds, or about 70 tons per acre, of nutritious 
food for cattle, in the short period of five or six months from the 
time of sowing the seed. Can any thing place the importance of 
the culture of mangel wurzel in a more obvious point of view 
than this deduction ? 

I 
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But the largest plant that has yet been produced here, is one I 
sent to England, with several others, in July, 1810.— -It was raised 
from seed, put in the ground on the dd of March, and transplanted 
to land newly broken up, on the first of May, 1809 ; when it was 

9 

taken up in July (that is, at sixteen months from the period of 
sowing) the circumference of the crown of tlie root measured 87 
inches. It had about twenty strong horizontal branches, two or 
three inches in diameter. — The leaves and small ends of those 
branches were cut off, and weighed 52 pounds. The root aftd 
remaining parts of the brunches on it, in the state it was .sent to 
England, weighed 63 pounds. — In all, the weight of this one 
plant, from unmanured land, was 115 pounds. I have been 
since informed it was by far the largest of the kind ever seen in 
England. 


15^/f October, 1811. 
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SECTION XI. 

• 

On naked Barley, or Barley Wheat — Report and Opinions of Warren 
HasUnys Esq . , and of Sir Hugh Inglis, on the Utility and Importance 
of this valuable Com — Singular Account of its Introduction at St. Helena. 

I N this island, where the intemperate use of spirits had raged for 
more tlian a century, and where now the breweries are successfully 
established, and a change introduced, from which the most salu- 
tary effects have already resulted, upon the character and conduct 
of the garrison, the blacks, and others, by the substitution of 
wholesome beer for an abominable and deleterious Indian spirit, 
that had cost the Company more in the lives of their soldiers than 
all the revenue supposed to have been derived from it — it is 
undoubtedly of much importance, in the present pursuits in 
agriculture, to be informed of the very best sort of barley for 
malting. 

In the sixth volume, part 2, of the Communications to the 
Board of Agriculture, that distinguished character, Warren Hast- 
ings Esqi. writes to the President of the Board, “ that he has 
cultivated naked barley, about twelve years ; having received 
the 6rst seeds of it from Mr, Pacey, an eminent farmer in Glou- 
cestersliire, under the name of black barley ; though, from its 
resemblance to wheat, be would rather have called it barley 
wheai", but he adopted liie ndme of the head of the communica- 
tion, out of deference to the Board of Agriculture. The original 
stock was 53 grains, which were sown in the fruit garden^ and 
the first record of its produce was 10^ bushels in 1799^ which 
had increased to bushels in the following year, since which 

12 
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time it has been sown instead of common barley. The quality of 
the grain is asserted not to have degenerated, but the assertion is 
made in 1809, witli a confidence something abated from that of 
the preceding year ; and the only change of soil has been from 
the liigher to the lower lands, and vice versa, on the domain at 
Dayeisford. It was sown at the .same seasons with other barley, 
but no trial to'ascertain the relative quantity of produce has been 
made with any satisfactory result ; but in 1805 it was believed to 
be rather superior. The straw is said to be as good, if not better, 
for cattle, than that of common barley, and the weight of an 
equal measure to exceed in the proportion of 5 to 4 ; ainras an 
exhausting plant it is not deemed worse than common barley ; 
and all the grasses are found to tlirive well under it. Naked 
barley has not found a purchaser wlien offered in market, but 
Mr. Hastings cultivates it for the sole piirpose of converting 
it into malt, for which he considers it particularly adapted, as he 
has seldom known one grain to be defective in vegetation at the 
malt-house. 

The writer concludes by expre.ssing his decided conviction of 
the great utility and importance of the grain, and declares his 
intention of extending his culture of it beyond the quantity re- 
quired for his own use, that the surplus may be for sale at the 
disposal of the Hoard. Me considers it to be the corn, which, 
next to rice, gives the greate.st weight of flour per acre, and it 
may be eaten with no other preparation than that of boiling, and 
requires little or no dressing at the mill, having no husk, and 
consequently producing no bran” ' 

The su|ieriority of this kind of barley has been further extolled 
in some oliservations that follow the preceding communication. 
— “ When barley wheat is more widely cultivated, it will be better 
“ known, and we have no hesitation in pronouncing that the 
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“ desire of extending the cnltivntion of it will be beyond the 
“ power of Mr. Hiistings to supply the seed." 

The wheat barky now grov'ing here, is from Mr. Hastings’s 
stock. I received it from Sir Hugh Inglis, who has lieen inde- 
fatigable in every thing that relates to our iinjuovenienfs. At 
the time he sent it, he informed me that a gentleinan in Devon- 
shire having occasion to plongli up four acres nf a la*wn, they were 
first sown with turnips; and he had a very poor crop. Early in 
April he again sowed the four acres, with four bushels ot’ barley 
wlieat, which came up very thin, but at the end td' June, uhen 
Sir Hugh Tnglis saw it, it was the wonder of the country, and at 
harvest the four acres yielded two hundred and forty bushels, or 
00 luishels per acre. 

Some experiments I have lately made with this valuable corn, 
will 1 »e found to coincide with the statements given l)y these 
respectable authorities. 1’hey will likewise shew that both hex- 
agonal barley, and barley wheat, are rather improved in this soil 
and climate, because from comparative weights of one hundred 
grains, (the produce of the island crops,) I have invariably found 
them much heavier than the English seed. 

Ot the two casks <d’ barley wheat I received from Sir Hugh 
Ingl is, in 1810 and 1811, unfortunately not !i grain would vege- 
tate: the whole was <laniaged. Relying on the casks, 1 gave 
ten pounds of .seed, w hich were contained in a bag that accom- 
panied the cask in 1810 to Colonel Rrougliton. This seed was 
perfectly good It was sown at,Long Wood, and had a fine a|)[)ear- 
ance, Imt as it ap|)roached to iiiaturity, it was attacked by Canary 
birds, and none was saved. Fortunately, however, I reserved a 
few grains, taken out of the bag, for one of the numbers of an 
experiment bed in the front garden at Plantation-hou.se. The.se 
were sown in a square, rather less than three feet, and of 81 dit- 
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ferent kinds of seeds^ the barley wheat was the 6rst that sprouted. 
The progress will be seen by the following Table. 


Table of Experiment in Barley Wheat. 


1810, July 31st. — Sowed a few grains in a bed about 3 feet 
square. 

August lltb. — Young plants appeared. The time of sowing 
was a month too late, the weather cold, and only one heavy 
shower, since the seed was sown. 

Sep. 35th. — From the ground to the top of the leaves 2 feet. 
Oct. 14tlv — Strong: but not in ear. 

20th. — Ears appearing. 

Nov. loth.— Handsome round years — counted 96 grains in an 
ear. 

29th. — Approaching to ripeness — Canary birds so greedily de- 
vour it, that we are obliged to cover the bed with nets. 

Dec. 28th. — The ears were collected, some were bearded, and 
others were without beards — I concluded at this time they were 
of different species — and accordingly separated the plain from the 
bearded grains. 

Two ears of the bearded sort yielded 138 barley ] 
corns, which weighed 

Two ears plain, containing 109 barley corns, 
weighed . _ > 


>48^Aps. weight, 
jsil-dil 


ditto. 


Total weight of the produce of 4 ears 100 

Average weight of 100 barley corns - 40^ grains. 

I’lie total quantity saved of both kinds, was 2850 barley corns, 
which I have since ascertained would fill three common siaied 
wine glasses. 
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From this fresh seed I hoped to establish a suilicient quantity 
for extensive cultivation : and I have not been disappointed. I 
accordingly prepared a spot in the garden, measuring 108 links 
by 37, or about the 25th part of an acre. It was marked out in 
rows 12 inches asunder, and the seed dibbled three inches deep 
at 9 inches apart in the row. The number of dibble holes was 
2280 ; but as 570 holes had two seeds in each, the number of 
grains dibbled was 2850 : the following is the result. 

1811. March 16th. — Dibbled 2850 grains of barley wheat 
in 2280 holes, of which 570 had two seeds. 

21st.-*— Plants appeared. 

31st.~Promising crop. 

May 15th. — Remarkably exuberant. 

26th. — Some in ear. 

June 4th. — Many in ear. 

9th. — Almost all in ear, a very fine crop. 

July 25th. — Nearly ripe. 

28th. — No difference between the produce of the plain and 
bearded seed. In each there are some with beards and some 
plain. The beards fall off as the crop ripens. 

29lh. — Cut the crop. Produce 135 pounds from the 25th part 
of an acre, is at the rate of 56^ bushels, at GO pounds per acre. 

On the 3d of August this small quantity was spread over about 
four acres and ploughed in. It is now a .strong and exuberant 
crop, full in ear, and promises a very abundant produce, even 
more tlian sufficient to sow all tl\e cultivated lands at present on 
this islaitd. 

Justice indeed has not been done to any of these experiments ; 
they have ail been too late in sowing. If the first had been sown 
aboni the end of June, 1810, the second about the end of 
December, and the last, now in the ground, in the end of June, 



64 


TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


they would all have had the fall benefit of the rainy seasons, 
and a better produce might have been expected. To these seed 
times r sliall, in future, pay the strictest attention ; having seen 
numerous instances of the bad effects of being too late in putting 
plants, or seeds, in the ground. 

Barley wheat is of a darker hue than wheat in general : the 
grains are smaller; and its relative weight with other corn appears 
by the following comparison : 


1 Weight, of 100 Grains of 
j English Seed. 

Weight of 100 Grains of 

St. Helena produce. 

Wheat - 6*5 grains Apoth. weight 

Hexagonal Barley 1 62 ditto 

Barley Wheat j 47i ditto 

Hexagonal Barley j - - • - 

71 1 at Plantatioii-liouse 
*50 1 second crop 

7‘'^r ot Long Wood 


I have already stated, that the produce from 2280 dibble holes 
weighed 135 pounds (or 2160 ounces) ; this being the part 
of an ounce, is very nearly one ounce from one seed. 

Very different from this was the result of Mr. Arthur Young’s 
experiment in the year 1791, with common barley ; he found that 

seed grains produced no more than an ounce, whereas in my 
second experiment 9^ seed grains of l)arley wheat must have 
given 7,^0 ounces, or about seven times the weight yielded from 
common barley. 

An acre dibbled in rows, in the same manner as my second 
experiment, would contain 58,080 holes ; wherefore, if 2280 
holes yiehled 2160 ounces, an acre would have produced 55,900 
ounces ; or 3494 pounds avoirdupoise. 

Let us now compare this produce with Mr. Young’s experiment 
above alluded to. 

On the 25th of April, 1791, he dibbled 198 grains of four rowed 

* 100 grains of the first crop weighed only 401. 
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barley, one seed in each hole. On the 29th of September “ lie 
reaped them ; and, clipping off the ears," weighed them ; the 
produce was 20^ ounces. He does not state whether this be ihc 
weight of the ears, or of the clean grain : but, afterwards, he 
infers that 9^^ grains of seed produced one ounce of corn. 

Hence, it follows, ifl9S seed grains gave 20^ ounces, 58,089 
would produce 6013 ounces, or 376 pounds. — Thus \ve find that 
the weig-ht of iny produce, from an acre of barley wheat at St. 
Helena (being at the rate of 3494 pounds) ; is about nine times 
the iveight of that of common barley, according to Mr. Young. 

But, quitting these minutiaj, I will take a more enlarged view 
of these comparisons, and proceed by a different mode* of inves- 
tigation. 

The average acreable produce of common barley in England, 
according to Mr. Donaldson, is about 30 bushels : but rating it 
40, and tlie medium weight of a bushel, at 48 pounds ; this 
average produce will be no more than 1920 pounds; or 1574 pounds 
less, in weight, than from the second barley wheat experiment. 

In short, whether we consider the comparatively small quantity 
of barley wheat seed required to sow an acre, its more weighty 
produce than common barley, its naked, instead of husky grains, 
and its equably with other barley, in the produce of straw ; and, 
if these circumstances are combined with Mr. Hastings’s opinions 
on the various uses to which barley wheat may be ajiplied ; it 
seems to be, in every respect, infinitely superior to the common 
sorts of barley. It is probable too, from its near resemblance to 
wheat, that it may yield a flour superior to that from common 
barley ; and although this is a point which has hitherto not 
been ascertained ; yet from what is already known of the barley 
whegft, it certainly bids fair to become an invaluable com on 
this island. 


K 
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By the comparisons of the weights of English seed, with 
that produced from the first and second St. Helena crops, it has 
been seen that the second crop yielded heavier and larger corn 
than the English, in the proportion of 47y to 50^, and that the 
first crop, gave only 40^ grains weight to the 100 barley-corns. 
Further trials may determine in what respects the barley wheat 
may l)e affected here by the climate and soil ; for having beheld 
so extraordinary a change, as has taken place in the quality of 
fir timber, (to a resemblance of pale mahogany) from pineaster 
trees raised from English seed, who can tell but other vegetable 
productions may likewise undergo (though less perceptibly) a 
.similar change ? In the weight of common barley, I have stated 
that the St. Helena produce has been found more weighty than 
the seed from which it was raised-; and the following notes will 
prove that it maintains this superiority. 

1809. March 14th. — 100 English barley-corns weighed 62 grs. 

100 St. Helena ditto - 71^ 

Difference - 9j 

The above were kept in a dry place, and again weighed nine- 
teen months afterwards. 

1810. Nov. 1st. — KM) English barley corns weighed 61 grs. 

100 St. Helena, ditto - _ (J9 

Difference - 8 

Barley wheat is therefore in every point of view, a grain that 
merits the attention of all our cultivators; for by common 
industry it might be raised in sufficient quantity to sfipply the 
island breweries, Ky which, those sums that are now remitted to 
England (from .£6000. to £8000. annually for malt,) might be 
retained here and participated among the landholders. Surely 
persons who duly reflect on these important facts, and who com- 
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pare the magnitude of the prospects that the extension of agri- 
culture holds Out, with the small supplies annually furnished to 
the shipping, must be convinced, that the present system of 
limited cultivation is a bad one ; and that the profits that are 
received from the lands of St. Helena, are trivial indeed in com- 
parison with those that are attainable. 

November, 1811 . 
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SECTION XII. 

On charing Lands of Grubs — Detail of a Set of Experiments^ by wh ich is 
ascertained^ an effectual Mode of clearing Lands of those deslruclivv 
Insects. 

The suggestions of an anon 3 'mous writer for clearing land of 
grubs, wliich ap[»eared in the Register for February last, have 
induced me to try tlie effect of what is recommended, by a set of 
experiments ; and as the result has been completely successful, 
the following account will, I conceive, be gratifying to every 
agriculturist. 

The ol)jects of my experiments were to imitate a clean summer 
fallow; and to contrast it with land newly broken up, and having 
upon it young crops, for the sustenance and nourishment of that 
destructive insect. 

With this view, I prepared four large boxes, with ledges of 
wood overlapping the insides of the uj)per edges, in such a 
manner that the grubs could not escape. Tht se boxes, placed in 
the open air, were nearly filled with soil, taken from a field lately 
broken up, where those insects abounded, and had totally 
destroyed a fine crop of oats after it had grown to the height of 
6 to 8 inches. 

The soil was carefully sifted, and every grub taken out, before 
it was put in the boxes. Two dozen grubs, of different sizes 
ffrom about an inch and a half in length, to half an inch) were 
then allotted to each box. Those in No. 1, were fed daily with 
fresh leaves of mangel wurzel ; No. 2, with potatoes and pdtatoe 
haulm ; No. 3 and 4, represented a clean fallow, without a 
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particle of vegetable substance remaining; the only ditferer' 
was, that No. 4 was occasionally watered. 

It was on the lOth of September last, that twenty-four grubs 

were put into each of the boxes; on the I4th, I examined them 

» 

as follows : 

No. 1. — Grubs fat and lively. 

No. 2. — Ditto ditto 

No. 3.— Some grubs dead, others of a blackish colour ; thin and 
sickly. 

No. 4. — The same as No. 3. 

• On the I7th, I again examined them. 

No. 1 — Some as healthy and vigorous as at the time they were 
put in the box. 

No. 2. — Some healthy ; but in general fallen olf. 

No. 3. — Some dead ; the rest miserably thin and shrivelled ; 
and of a darker colour. 

No. 4. — Some dead ; but in general better than No. 3. 

On the 23d of September, observing in No. 1 a ball of clay, 
about the size and shape of a small walnut, and not knou ing 
what it was, I broke it, and accidentally destroyed a chrysalis, 
the inside of which was filled with a liquid resembling cream. I 
afterwards found that it is in this manner the grubs surround 
themselves with soil when they begin to perceive the approaches 
of transformation. 

On the 1st of October, the grubs fed in boxe,s, No» 1, and 2, 
were still fat and thriving ; but in the starvation boxes very few 
remainod alive. 

Oil the 13th of October, a chrysalis had been formed in box 
No. 2 : there might have been more ; fori did not, until the 23d, 
empty the boxes, in order to ascertain the state of the grubs. On 
that day it was as follows: 
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No 1, contained 18 lively chrysalids, and 12 healthy grubs: 
these are six more than were put in the box. This increase I con- 
ceive to have been occasioned, either from some extremely small 
grubs in the soil having escaped notice, or from eggs having 
been hatched after the experiments were begun. 

No. 2, contained 16 chrysalids and 6 strong fat grubs ; two 
must have died. 

No. 3, contained a single chrysalis. — This possibly proceeded 
from one of the grubs, at the time it was put in, being in readi- 
iie.ss for transformation ; and consequently it escaped the fate of 
every other that was put in that box. 

No. 4. Jn this box not a grub or chrysalis was to be found, all 
had perished ; not even their remains were to be discerned. I 
think it therefore probable that the' wood-lice (oniscus armadilla), 
which were found in great numbers, particularly in No. 3 and 4, 
had devoured the bodies of the dead grubs. 

After the examination on the 23d of October, the grubs and 
chrysalids belonging to No. 1 and 2 were replaced in their 
respective boxes, and four young mangel wnrzel plants were set 
in each, and watered. On the morning of the following day the 
plants in No. 1 and 2 were all de.stroyed : whilst those in No. 3 
and 4 are still in a thriving condition. 

On the 30th of October, one of the chrysalids taken from box 
No. 1, and put into a glass, covered with thin gauze, produced a 
grey moth. 

I have been induced to give this minute detail of the experi- 
ments, as I think it may convey some useful information ‘^upon a 
subject that is interesting to agriculturists ; for I remark, in a late 
publication, wherein several modes for the extirpation of the grub 
are pointed out, that the author concludes with this observation. 

'' But notwithstanding these judicious remarks, much still 
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“ remains to be done, in order to perfect our knowledge of the 

nature and modes of destroying these very destructive insects.” 
— Farmer's Dictionary y see Grub. 

The preceding detail undoubtedly aflbrds a striking proof of a 
clean fallow being one of the most effectual modes of clearing 
lands of the grub. It was, indeed, reasonable to suppose it would 
be so ; because, if no vegetable substance remain in the soil, 
for the sustenance of so voracious a creature— whether he be 
newly hatched by the summer heats, or arrived at full growth, it 
seemed, at least probable, that he must infallibly perish. Every 
one ca,n judge whether or not this fact has not now been clearly 
esfablislied. 

In the first stage of these experiments I was, for a short time, 
apprehensive that the plan recommended by the anonymous wri- 
ter jnight not succeed ; because I observed that some of the 
grul>s, that were put up in paper, had discharged a considerable 
quantity of earthy substance. It seems therefore probable, that 
(like worms) the grubs, in some degree, subsist upon earth ; but 
the results have shewn that they cannot possibly exist, even for a 
few weeks, without vegetable food. 

A prolonged, or a repeated fallow would, no doubt, be more 
efficacious than the short period of my experiments. This should 
be given in warm and dry weather ; for it is then the eggs, depo- 
sited by moths, bring forth the young grubs. — Upon these too, 
in their tender state, the effect would be more speedy than upon 
grubs that are arrived at full growth. In this stage they are ex- 
tremely tenacious of life. I have seen them survive, for half a 
minute, upon ashes so hot that my fingers were burnt in a few 
seconds. I have kept some in a strong solution of tobacco — others 
in a solution of alkali, and found them alive, after being twelve 
hours in these steeps. The common roller has no effect upon 
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them ; yet I think the spiky roller would be a means of destroy- 
ing them. 

The grubs, on which my experiments were made, are, when 
full grown, about an inch and half long, and a quarter of an inch 
in diameter. — They are of a bluish colour, and of tlie moth tribe. 
This was ascertained by laying their chrysalids upon soil, in a 
glass covered 'with thin gause. I have already stated, that on 
the 30th of October, the second and final transformation took 
place: the grey moth that was produced measured seven-eighths 
of an inch in length. — It had two large dim eyes, very near to its 
mouth, and a feathered like top on its head, resembling a-n owl. 
One of thes^ months lived in the glass seven days without food. 

It is said, that “ all caterpillars of the phahense tribe after hav- 
“ ing several times cast their slough, spin their cod, in which 
“ they are transformed into chrysalids but the cod of the St. 
Helena grub is substituted by a crust formed of soil, and the ex- 
cretions of the insect. Heat, or cold, evidently contributes to 
forward, or retard, the final metamorphosis. It has been shewn 
that the two changes were effected in seven weeks — that is, be- 
tween the 10th of September and 30th of October. In colder 
climates, however, they are said to require a much longer time ; 
and that the greater part do not come forth until the ensuing 
year. 

The phalaena*, or insects, sprung from those chrysalids, do not 
possess the brilliance of butterflies ; but what I imagine to be the 
male moth is more brilliant and active than tlie female. There 
is, indeed, a great difference in their form and colour. The wings 
of the one are wrapped up or folded round the body ; and those 
of the other are more spread, and in shape resemble a delta. 
Some authors have given the moth the name of “ night butter- 
flies — and there seems to be a sort of analogy similar to that 
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between birds of day and of night. Moths are known to be fond 
of light, and get into rooms when attracted by it. 1 have observed 
many of the species that produces the grub, fluttering around 
candles, and destroying themselves. It may, tlierefore, be inferred 
that great numbers’ of the parent of grubs might be annihilated, 
by placing fires of dry furze, or straw, or torches, in the fieltls 
during the night, at the times they are observed lo have under- 
gone this final transformation. 

There seems to be also another method of destroying the grub, 
and preventing its propagation. It has l)een usually remarked 
that, ‘at certain times, and more especially at night, it remains 
upon, or near the surface. I therefore conceive tlvat, by means 
of a red-hot roller, or a perforated hollow cylinder filled with 
burning charcoal, and move’d slowly along a field, many of them 
miglit be destroyed. 

Mr. Hale, in page 478, vol. iii. observes, that “ the grub is the 
‘'worm produced hy the egg of the beetle. There is one parti- 
“ cular kind more destructive than the rest, and when the grub 
“ is mentioned, without any distinction, this kind is meant. It 
“ is a thick, short, whitish worm, with a hard red head, and six 
“ short legs. It is found among the roots of corn, and does pro- 
“ digious mischief; it feeds on the sweet matter of corn, which 
“ is, at that time, a kind of pap, like cream.” 

However correct this may be in the United Kingdoms, it does 
not apply to St. Helena. “ This creature,” says Mr. Hale, “ is 
“ the produce of the cockchaff’er — but certainly the most de- 
structive grub here is what is called “ the black grub,” which 
is the same as I have described ; and its parent is undoubtedly a 
moth. 

*Mr. Hale’s description corresponds, however, in some degree, 
to a white maggot (“ hog-worm,” as it is here named, from hogs 

L 
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being extremely fond of it) which is found in great numbers in 
old grass lands, when newly broken up. These have not hitherto 
been injurious to potatoes, or crops of corn : yet they are very 
destructive to pasture lands. I knew not, until lately, the cause 
of the barren appearance I had observed in many parts of the 
pastures. I had been told it proceeded from shallowness of soil, 
or from barren clays under the soil: — but, upon breaking up 
some old lays, it was discovered that, under these apparently 
barren spots, this “ large white grub, with a red head, six short 
“ legs, and nine breathing holes in each side, and measuring 
“ from an inch to an inch and a half in length,” had been 
at work, and had absolutely separated the sward, for an inch or 
more, from the sub-soil. I have examined many spots, where 
the verdure had disappeared, and invariably have found this de- 
structive maggot. I have seen some taken out at 12 or 15 inches 
under the surface ; and, at other times, have caught them de- 
structively employed within a few inches of the grass, feeding on 
its roots, and occa.sioning the mischief. It seems to me, unless 
the lands, on which they have taken up their abode, are dug up, 
or ploughed, that the most serious consequences may be appre- 
hended. Mr. Thomas Greentree, the other day, informed me 
that, on his lands, this species of insect did not appear until last 
year. — Already it has spread over several acres ; and unless it is 
checked, it is impossible to foresee to what extent those depre- 
dations may be committed. It is not merely at Mr. Greentree’ s, 
but on Church-ground, at Mrs. Harper’s, and to the southward 
of Mr. Defountain’s, and many other places, that the ravages of 
this insect may be discovered. In the year 1751 an insect of the 
same description, but seemingly of a different species (for at St. 
Helena 1 believe the maggot becomes a brown cricket,) made its 
appearance in the county of Norfolk. So much did it multiply. 
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that not only the verdure of the pastures was destroyed, but the 
roots of all sorts of vegetables were attacked — and their devasta- 
tions were so great, that they had nearly ruined many of the far- 
mers in one of the most fertile counties in England. 

It was the want of potatoe seed that led to the experiment of 
oats, upon newly broken up land. I was aware of the hazard to 
which the crop might be exposed : but as the adjoining field, 
treated in the same manner, and planted with potatoes, has 
yielded a good crop, it proves clearly that there is little or no 
risk in beginning, newly broken up land, with potatoes. The 
mode of planting here, is also favourable — for by using the small 
whole potatoe as seed, there are many shoots : where/ore if even 
a few escape the grub, the crop will succeed : and this is the rea- 
son why potatoe crops are seldom seriously aflected by the depre- 
dations of that insect. Repeated cropping and stirring the land, 
I have also found an effectual remedy ; for in some that was at 
first greatly infested, there is not now a grub to be seen. 

“ Grubs feed on the sweet matter of com, which is a kind of 
“ pap, like cream." This property it evidently possesses at the 
time the plants are very joung an# tender—but, when they attain 
size and strength, the juices lose that sweetness, and are therefore, 
much less adapted to the nourishment of the young grubs; which 
are, indeed, the most to be apprehended. 

The crop of oats that was destroyed, was sown, perhaps, too 
early — that is, on the 4th of June ; and consequently about four 
weeks before the expected rains. — These, however, this year, in 

t 

a greaf degree, failed — and the few showers that did fall, were 
immediately evaporated by the sun’s heat. It was during this 
dry weather that the eggs of the grub were hatched ; and that 
the’young grubs came forth just in time to feed on the tender 
corn, that had been considerably retarded by the dry weather. 
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To guard, as much as possible, against such formidable attacks, 
it seems advisable to sow corn towards the end of June or Decem- 
ber ; at which times, the rainy seasons may be supposed to be 
near at hand — for, whilst the rains continue, the grub cannot be 
hatched — and if accidentally they should come forth when the 
corn has been well advanced in growth (a circumstance also unfa- 
vourable to thhir generation, owing to the natural moisture in the 
corn, and the shade it affords the land) the young grubs would 
be in a manner deprived of their natural food; for, if the corn 
have attained strength, and have lost that sweetness it possesses 
when young, numbers would die for want of nourishment*; and 
the corn, by setting forth numerous shoots, would be placed 
beyond the reach of the feeble attempts of young insects, and be 
less liable to injury from those that are full grown. 


\6th December, 1811. 
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SECTION XIII. 

Soles of Experiments in the Culture of Wheat, Barley, and Oats — green 
Crops of Fodder recommended — Suggestions for the Impr<\vernent of the 
Pasture Lauds — Evil Effects of Feeding a Population — Comparison of 
Exports from the Farms in 1789 and 1809. — Plans suggested for im- 
proving the Island."^ 

Experfments at Plantation-house Farm, and at Long Wood, 
liave not merely decided the practicability of raising aU kinds of 
corn at St. Helena ; but have proved that the introduction of 
agriculture would be highly advantageous to the land-holders. 
I’heir wheat and barley would be in constant demand for baking 
and brc!wing ; their oats for feeding horses, poultry, &c. ; and 
whilst their lands are producing these necessary supplies, the 
large quantities of straw from the first crops, as well as from 
after-cuttings, M'ould be an acceptable and nutritious fodder for 
cattle, especially at those times when the grass is low — or when 
a disappointment in rain has happened. It is therefore evident 
that the idea which has been long entertained by many person.s. 
“ that agriculture in St. Helena would diminish the sustenance 
for cattle,” is very erroneous. So far from decreasing, it will be 
found that it would be the very best means of augmenting 

that sustenance — and, consequently, this island might be made 

• 

to support a much greater number of cattle than has ever been 
upon it — for experiments have proved, that a single acre of wheat, 
barley, or oats, throughout the year, if used as a green fodder, 

• This paper was printed for the information of the landholders, in the month ot 
November 1810 . 
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yields as much sustenance as any ten or twelve acres of the best 
of the grass lands ; and at the time the grass is low, an acre of 
green com is worth at least fifty acres of such grass. 

The following experiments will illustrate these observations. 

3arley Experiment , 1808-9. 

Septemb^ 13th, 1808 — Sown. 

November 22d — Ears appearing. 

January 19th, 1809 — First cutting yielded 55^ bushels per 
acre — the grain full and better than the English seed ; for on 
the 14th March, when perfectly dried, 100 St. Helena barley- 
corns weighed 71 1 grains. Apothecary’s weight ; and a hundred 
of the English seed barley-corns weighed no more than 62 grains. 

March 1st— Again in ear. 

March 13th — Second cutting, green in ear for fodder. 

May 8th— A third time in ear. 

May 9th —Third cutting, green in ear for fodder. 

Hence, one crop of corn, and three crops of straw or fodder, 
were produced from the same seed, and roots, in less than eight 
months from the day on which the seed was sown. It may there- 
fore be inferred, that one crop of com, and three or four crops of 
fodder (which I understand have been obtained) may be produced 
from the same seed in twelve months.* 

Barley Experiments, 1810. 

March 15th, 1810— Sowed an acre with a bushel and half of 
Cape barley. 

March 20th — Already come up, 1| to 2 inches long. ' 

May 16th— The crop is very luxuriant, a good many ears 
appeared. 

• This was two-headefl barley.— The hexagonal bailey does not reproduce in the same 
manner. 
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July 19th— A good deal is now ripe: a few fine days would 
ripen the whole. 

August 14th— Ripe part (on the poorest land,) cut ; yielded, 
when well dried, at the rate of 90cwt. Iqr. 131b. per acre of straw 
and ears. 

August 15— The remainder of the acre cut down. It was in 
a mixed state, of ripe and unripe com : at this rainy and unfa- 
vourable season of the year, there could be no hope of ripening. 

September 1st— That part of the crop which was ripe, consist- 
ing of 52 sheaves) was this day threshed. It was the produce of 
5286 square links, weighed 162 pounds of clean corn : this is at 
the rate of 63| bushels (of 48 pounds) per acre. 

The straw, after threshing, weighed 278 pounds ; or at the 
rate of 5259 pounds ; but as a good deal was wasted in carrying 
it several times from the field under cover, on account of the 
rains, the produce may be very fairly taken at 65 bushels, and 
the straw at 2| tons per acre. The land was good ; but the 
above experiments are wholly without manure. 

Wheat Experiment^ 1810. 

March 15th — Sown. 

March 20th — Already come up, \\ to 2 inches long. 

May 31st — ^Although not yet in ear, the crop has a very lux- 
uriant appearance. 

June 14th — A few ears appear — remarkably promising crop. 

July 19th— Still green. — Ears long, but not filled. 

August 14th— Cut two square’ rods as green fodder ; produce 
weighed 294 pounds, say 300, including gleanings, would be 
24,000 pounds, or more than 10 tons per acre. 

TT/is wheat and the preceding barley experiment were sown at 
the most unfavourable season of the year : for there could be little 
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hope of its arrivina^ at maturity ; but in making experiments with 
a view of acquiring knowledge, all seasons should be tried. The 
proper season, however, for sowing is about July or the middle 
of August, as tlie crop would arrive at maturity in December, 
when the weather is usually dry and warm ; but if intended to 
he cut as a green fodder, to meet the low state of the grass lands 
in the month of March, I should prefer sowing ahout the begin- 
ning of Novemher, and cutting it whilst green, which would 
secure the after crops ; because if cut in the dry season of the 
vear, when in a perfect state of ripeness, the sap in the stems, 
being wholly evaporated, it would require a considerable deal of 
rain to carry on the process of further vegetation. 

The following extract from my journal was written at the 
moment I was under this inqMession ; it relates to another 
experiment. 

February 28th, 1810 — “ The wheat sown on the Oth of Novem- 
ber is now in full ear, both in the seed-bed and in the adjoining- 
plot, to which some had been transplanted on the 20th of Decem- 
l)er. This experiment is very satisfactory ; it proves how very 
advantageous, at this dry season, it would be to have green crops 
of wheat, liarlcy, and oats, with a view of averting the fatal con- 
sequences of a dry season. The grass at present is much burnt 
up ; and the cattle begin to feel the effect of the drought. Fodder 
of wheat, barley, or oats, would be very serviceable ; and might 
be had in succession, by sowing the seed during the months of 
October and November." 

In the course of my observations upon the opinions of the land- 
holders respecting the extermination of the goats, as well as in 
a minute, and some notes published in the Laws and Ordinances, 
I have given such hints for the improvement of the island as I 
can with confidence recominend, because they are the result of 
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more than two years experience in the culture of corn of all sorts, 
of esculents, and a variety of trees, slirubs, &c. &c. 

It is indeed not to be wondered at if some of my notions upon 
improvements, may be by some considered as chimerical, parti- 
cularly by persons who have never in their lives seen a field of 
corn, and who have not even had the curiosity to look at the 
luxuriant crops which have been already raised on thfe Plantation- 
house and Long Wood farms. Such persons assert that the best 
modes of cultivation must be those which their own experience 
and that of their forefathers have taught them ; and they add, 
that what may do well in England, cannot succeed in this island, 
on account of dry seasons, a want of labouring population, and 
such like excuses, for adhering to a system of management, 
which has been, and ever will be, if continued, most ruinous, 
both to themselves and to the Honourable Company. 

If what I have recorded in the above-mentioned papers had been 
merely matter of opinion and judgment, there might have then 
been some plea for opposing new plans. Is it wise, or reasonable, 
pertinaciously to persist in their old modes of husbandry, when 
it has been incontcstibly proved, from facts, that an entire change 
of system would not only be of the most important benefit to this 
place, but would also save the planters, in future, such losses in 
cattle, as they have hitherto sustained in seasons of drought, as 
well, as at those times when the rains have only in a partial 
degree failed ? 

Being extremely anxious to, impress on the minds of the 
planter,^, the infinite advantage which would proceed from a 
spirit of exertion and industry being once excited, I have already 
taken a general view of the effects that might be expected to 
result, in pages 30, 31, and 32 of the Laws and Ordinances. I 
shall, therefore, confine my present observations to a subject which 

M 
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they themselves have always considered equally important to 
their own interests, as it is to the original intention of maintaining 
this establishment. 

At the present moment the summer heats have burnt up all 
the pastures to the eastward of the island.* I went yesterday and 
inspected those at Long Wood, and was astonished to find them 
so exhausted and bare. It is, however, by no means ditlicult to 
explain the causes ; for those grasses are as old as the island ; 
where they are eaten down there is no appejirance, at present, of 
re-production ; and where cattle have for many months been 
excluded, the old wire-grass is become tufted, and as. dry as 
thatch, with naked intervals between ; moreover many places are 
mossy ; and the whole extent of the pastures is hide-bound. 

In some part of what is called the Gut^ (where the ground had 
been loosened and stirred) even, at this dry time of the year, are 
most luxuriant patches of fine, young and tender grass. — The 
same may be seen at Plantation-house. Thus nature points out 
a very simple process for improving any of the pasture lands in 
this island. 

The best writers on agriculture have most clearly demonstrated 
the fertilizing effect which is produced by the atmosphere, upon 
lands prepared to admit its influence. The earth in its natural and 
compact state can receive no benefit of this kind ; for if the rains 
are copious, particularly on the declining surfaces of St. Helena, 
they run off as fast as they fall, and if not, the compactness of the 
.surface prevents their sinking more than an inch deep ; so that 
they are exhaled by the first hot sun — and consequently they can 
leave little or no improvement. If, however, the soil were 
loosened to the depth of nine or ten inches by the plough, it is 

* November 29, 1810. 

t The low ground which formed the lower garden at Long Wood. 
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evident that the rains, or moisture, from the atmosphere, would 
generally penetrate beyond the reach of the powerful heats. Thus 
a sufficiency of moisture would be secured for the purposes of 
vegetation ; and when young grass, or any other crop, shall 
have covered this surface of the soil, it would be a further security 
and protection in retaining the moisture. 

It is evident therefore, that ploughing the old pastures, and 
raking out the old roots, or tufted grass, and burning them, and 
then harrowing the lands, will be a vast improvement, particularly 
in those parts of the island which are the soonest affected by the 
absence of rains. 

This mode of improvement, which could not be coStly, after a 
little practice in ploughing, would evidently be the best means 
of securing good crops of grass, and thereby averting the effects 
of seasons of drought. 

In confirmation of what I have already stated, in pages 24 to 
28 of the Laws and Ordinances, upon the advantages of raising 
green corn crops for feeding cattle, I will here relate the com- 
plete success which has attended Colonel Broughton’s experiment 
at Long Wood. 

About ten acres of oats were sown on the 1st of August, 1810, 
and although there has been very little rain since that time, the 
crop is green and beautiful ; whilst all the pastures have been 
severely afflicted by the heats. The com is now about three or 
four feet high, very thick and just coming into ear. Colonel 
Broughton, Mr. Porteous, and* myself, had yesterday in our 
presence cut down a square rod (that is, a square 16^ feet). This 
produce of exceeding fine fodder weighed 227 pounds, which 
multiplied by 160 (the number of square rods in an acre), gives 
36,320 pounds, or 16 tons and a quarter per acre. The whole 
of the crop in its present green state, is immediately to be cut 



SI 


TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


down, hayed and stacked, and given to the cattle ; and I have 
every reason to believe, from several experiments I have made, 
that in six or eight weeks there may be a second crop, not much 
inferior to the first : but supposing it to be a half, tliis would 
be, in six months from the day the seed was sown, not less than 
twenty-four tons of fodder from one acre ! and let any planter 
compare this with the produce of his grass lands, and duly 
consider all I have already stated on this important subject, and 
he cannot fail to admit, if he will allow his reason to operate, 
that eminent and great advantages would infallibly result from 
the introduction of agriculture on this island. It is the' unani- 
mous opinion of Colonel Broughton, Mr. Porteous, and myself, 

that an acre of this green fodder will yield in nourishment for 

€ 

cattle, more than any hundred acres of the Long Wood pastures 
in their present contlition. 

It must be evident, from the foregoing experiments and obser- 
vations, that agriculture at St. Helena would be eminently suc- 
cessful. Its importance was early foreseen by the Court of 
Directors ; but the obstacles which long opposed its general 
introduction (I mean the want of proper enclosures and the per- 
petual trespasses of goats and sheep) have been sutfered to 
remain, and no extensive encouragement has ever yet been held 
out to the cultivators. They were told to feed themselves and 
not to depend upon England for provisions ; and, whilst they 
were strongly urged upon these points, their efforts soon relaxed 
in proportion as they were afforded an easy means of purchasing 
every necessary of life from the Company’s stores, at prices much 
under those at which they could raise them. 

The Planters are not aware that a want of industry, and this 
mode of supply are the very causes that exhaust their substance ; 
and that the import of any sorts of provisions, however low in 
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price, which can be raised on the farms, is an evil which operates 
against their best interests. The labour of their slaves and 
servants is never fully exerted ; much of their time is squandered 
between the farms and James’s Valley, where they acquire habits 
of vice and idleness t and the attention of the master has been, 
from the causes above stated, unwarily withdrawn from those 
pursuits which could alone improve his condition : and particularly 
in a place where there is neither commerce nor manufacture. 

The extent of cultivation has hitherto been barely sufficient for 
a scanty supply of refreshments to the shipping ; and this has 
been far less than in former times. In 1789, the quantity of 
fresli provisions and vegetables furnished to the .shipping, was 
about three times more than in 1809, because the prices were 
moderate, and not more thali about one-third of those of the 
present time.* The total value of exported produce to the ship- 
ping, in 1789,was i:(>5(>9..1..11. and in 1809, £6346..10..6. Hence 
it is proved that the Planters receive less than they did twenty 
years ago ; whilst the rest of the community and the shipping are 
exposed to great inconvenience and expence, proceeding from 
this limited scale of cultivation, and from the decline of industry 
at the farms. 

It is not in the nature of things, that if the value of the annual 
produce of the farms be less than that of provisions purchased by 

Comparative Prices of the following Articles, sold from the Farms in 1789, 
i/wMSlI. 1789. 1811. 
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the planters, that there can be any balance at the end of the 
year in favour of the farms. That this must be the fact, appears 
from a view of the annual purchase of provisions from the stores. 
In 1809, £0540. was paid for beef and pork ; about £5000. for 
flour ; and £3000. for rice and paddy ; in all, £11,540. (exclusive 
of spirits and other articles.) I have before stated that the ex- 
ported produce of the lands was only £6346. 

Now, if the above sum of £11,540. could be diverted into the 
hands of the planters, (and that it is possible, by means of com- 
mon industry, cannot be questioned) what an improvement would 
it make in their condition, as well as that of other individuals 
on this isla.nd ? But even much more than this might be done, 
by favouring and encouraging agriculture. Every one admits 
that the soil in many places, is excellent ; and the climate is 
such, that the powers of vegetation seem never at rest. What 
then is wanting to make the lands productive but industry and a 
skilful direction of the labour of the island ? One hundred and 
twenty acres would furnish the island breweries with about 700 
quarters of malt, which, according to an estimate in my posses- 
sion from one of the brewers, would cost, if imported from 
England, about 6 or £7000. One hundred and thirty acres of 
wheat, rating the produce at 35 bushels per acre,. would yield 
4550 bushels, equivalent to 204,750 pounds of flower, and 68,250 
pounds of pollards. The value of these at the English prices of 
what are sent here, may be fairly rated at £4000. ; and, supposing 
that no more than 120,000 pounds of fre.sh pork were to be annually 
supplied to the garrison from the farms, this, at one shilling a 
pound for the dead weight, would be £6000. and the whole of 
these sums would create an addition of £28,040. to the present 
exported produce ; making a total of about £34,000. a year, for 
products that might be in constant demand from the farms of St. 
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Helena whenever tliey shall be able to supply the articles above 
enumerated. 

Moreover, the quantity of straw produced from 250 acres of 
corn may be rated at 500 tons, which would not only be a valuable 
acquisition of fodder, but would also afford large quantities of 
manure for the improvement of the lands. For botli^ these pur- 
poses it would be extremely valuable, where the pr/ce of hay has 
been from ^[^10. to £12. a ton. 

Here, I have supposed no more than 250 acres annually in 
the cultivation of corn. This is only one acre in twenty-four of 
the 6000 acres of free and lease lands, and could be no very 
arduous task to cultivate, if a proper spirit of industry were once 
excited amongst the Planters, and if the labour of their slaves 
and servants were properly directed. 

If lucerne, Guinea grass, silla, mangel wurzel, were added to 
the above supplies of corn, together with a more extensive culture 
of yarns and potatoes, it must be evident that the greatest improve- 
ment might be expected, and that the whole together would 
soon render St. Helena abundantly productive of those neces- 
saries of life for which the inhabitants have been, during the last 
60 or 70 years, almost wholly dependant on other countries, a 
dependence .which has cost the Honourable Company many 
hundred thousand pounds ; whilst the planters, so far from having 
derived the smallest benefit, have lost .sight of their real interests ; 
and by relying upon the certainty of provision, they naturally 
became less industrious, because the necessity of labour no 
longer existed. 


20ih September, 1810. 
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SECTION XIV. 

Observations npon the Rainy Seasons, from the year 1711 to 1811 — Notices 
on the FaU of heavy Rains, fine Shotcers, and drizzling Rain, from the 
Is/ of January, 1806, to the 31s/ December, 1811 — erroneous Notions 
upon the Eff ects of heavy Rains at St. Helena ; sometimes damage the 
low Grounds, but always favourable to cultivated and pasture Lands. 
Abstract of the Fall of Rain from February 1811 to February 1812. 

It is generally believed by the oldest inhabitants of St. Helena, 
that rain of late years, has fallen in less quantity than in former 
times ; and the cause is imputed to the diminution in the number 
of trees. This is no doubt a plausible conjecture ; since it is 
admitted that trees have a power of attracting clouds, as well as 
moisture from the atmosphere; but whether any change has 
actually taken place is a point that cannot now be ascertained ; 
because there is no record whatever of the fall of rain. 

There are, however, upon the consultations, and in letters from 
the Governments of St. Helena to the Court of Directors, several 
passages that tend to throw some light on the periods at which 
the rainy seasons formerly set in, as well as some notices of 
unusual falls of heavy rain ; both during the seasons of rain, as 
well as in the dryest months of the year. 

The following are the passages and notices I have selected. 
1711. January 23d. — “ This is deemed the proper season for 
planting.” 

1714. November 12th. — “ On the 3d February, 1713, the 
floods carried away part of the west curtain, and damaged other 
places.” 
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1719. May 5th. — “ Great floods descended from the hills ; 
supposed to have been occasioned by a water spout.” 

1734. April 3d. — “ At this time the rains have ceased.” 

1735. March 29th. — “ We have had a good season : the rains 
set in on the 1st February.” 

1736. January 29th. — “ The weather still continues very 
dry.” 

1737. January 27th. — “ Our summer rains began on Christ- 
mas day.” 

1743. February 1st. — “ The late rains have damaged the 
store tiouse.” 

1747. April 11th. — “ Unusuar drought for several months 
l)ast.” 

1753. August 27t.h. — “ Great damage has been done by the 
late heavy rains.” 

1754. February 11th. — “ Rupert’s and Banks’s fortifications 
have received damage by the late heavy rains.” 

1756. June 20th. — “ A heavy fall of rain on the 19th instant 
did great damage.” 

1763. June 6th. — “ Great damage to the fortifications, by the 
late violent rains. 

1774. June 25th. — “ The rains have done great damage to 
the fortifications at Sandy Bay.” 

1781. March 5th. — “ The fortifications at Sandy Baysiistained 
great damage by the late rains. 

1787. March 28th.~‘* The leeward defences suffered greatly 
bv the'floods.” 

1789. March 24th. — “ The late flood has damaged the forti- 
fications at Sandy Bay.” 

1797. April 27th. — “ Great damage was done to the fortifi- 
cations by the floods.” 

N 
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1809. March 4th. — Heavy rains that fell in the short space 
of one hour, damaged the road upon Ladder hill, overflowed the 
water course in James’s Town, and damaged several houses. 

1811. February 22d. — “ Heavy rains overflowed the water 
couise in James’s Town, and damaged some hou.ses ; as well as 
some plantations in Sandy Bay.” 

These j)assages will shew that the rainy seasons were expected, 
and usually set in much about the same periods as in later times ; 
that is in January, or February ; whicli are called “ the summer 
mins,” and in June and July “ the winter rains.” 

So far, therefore, as relates to the times of the rains setting in, 
there seem's to have been no diflerence : but the floods that 
happened on the 5th of May, 1719, and on the 6th of June, 1763, 
are rather remarkable ; for the first was entirely out of season, 
and the latter was much earlier than the rains usually set in. 

In the preceding extracts I have given every record I can find 
of damages sustained by the heavy rains ; and by those it appears, 
that the fortifications of James's Town, Rupert’s Valley, Banks’s, 
and Sandy Bay, and some plantations in the low grounds, have 
all occ asionally been subject to great damage. 

It seemed to me, before I left England, that some vague accounts 
of these floods, and of the great damage done by them, had gone 
abroad, and had led to very inaccurate conclusions; for it was 
a generally received opinion that there would be much risk in 
loosening the soil of St. Helena, for the purposes of agriculture : 
as it would be liable to be washed away by such violent torrents 
of rain as had frequently happened. 

But those who entertained such erroneous notions could never 
have been informed of the real cau.ses of the damages they had 
heard of; nor could they have known that the.se damages had 
been partial, confined merely to the bottoms of valleys or ravines, 
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and particularly to the months of the vallies, where the torrents 
descending from naked and steep sides of the mountains, had 
accumulated, and were forcing a passage into the sea. This was 
evidently the case at all the four places above-mentioned. 

At each of those places during those severe floods, the rains 
that fell upon the upper surface of the ravines, which extend halt 
a mile and upward across, and penetrate from two’ to four miles 
inland (and to which many small branches communicate) must 
have been immense ; and the force of the accumulated waters 
when confined in narrow channels in the low grounds, must have 
been irresistible. It is to these circumstances that may be justly 
ascribed' the devastations that have taken place: bu,t such evils 
can never occur upon lands laying upon a gentle declivity, anti 
so situated, as to receive onlythose rains that fall perpendicularly 
upon them. Even three or four inches of' rain, falling in one day 
upon fields of this description, (and particularly if they are 
ploughed) so far from doing injury, would undoubtedly be of the 
greatest advantage — because the loose .soil by readily absorbing 
every drop of rain, would long retain the moisture — and conse- 
quently promote vegetation. 

There are betwixt two and three thousand acres of the above 
description o.n this island ; which I have no hesitation in declar- 
ing might be broken up with the greatest safety — and made to 
yield excellent crops of potatoes, mangel wurzel and corn— from 
which the supplies of vegetable and animal food, would become 
abundant— and the inhabitants might very soon be relieved from 
their present dependence on foreign imports. 



Tins Abstract is formed from 1806, — to the 4th July 1808— and continued from that date, according to my own observation?. 
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Upon an average, the number of days, throughout the year, on 
which rain falls, is 135. The wettest months are usually January, 
February, and March ; and July and August. 

As wet or dry seasons depend on heavy rains and fine showers, 
the following is a comparison of the six years : 


1806, heavy 

rains 

and fine showers. 

92 days. 

1807, 

ditto 

ditto 

7.9 days. 

1808, 

ditto 

ditto 

58 days. 

1809, 

ditto 

ditto 

71 days. 

1810, 

ditto 

ditto 

78 days. 

1811, 

ditto 

ditto 

60 days. 


Now, ns my measurement of the fall of rain, from the 22d 
February 1811, to the 21st of February 1812, inclusive, gave 
22,4 inches, and this in one of the driest seasons in the above com- 
parison, it may be presumed that in wetter years the fall of rain 
at St. Helena exceeds that in London, and in several other places 
in England. 

“ Rain falls— At London, being the average of the following 
years, 1774, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 80 ; 178.9, 90, 91, 92 Inches 21.25 


“ Upmin.ster _ _ _ _ 19.125 

“ Lincolnshire, in medium season - - 18 

“ Ditto, extreme wet - - - 24 

“ Liverpool - _ _ _ 34.5 

“ Townley, in Lancashire - - - 42.5 

“ Kendal, in Westmoreland - - 61.25 

Dumfries, in Scotland - - - 36.25 

“ Glasgow, ditto - - - - 31”* 


In India, there is a remarkably striking difierence between the 
seasons of rain, and at St. Helena According to an exact mea- 
surement, taken at Madras, by the late Benjamin Roebuck, Esq. 
* Vide Philosophical Magazine, p, 79, VoL XV, 
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from tlie year 1791 to 1803, it appears that the fall of rain from 
the beginning of January to the end of May, is so trifling, as 
scarcely to atfect the rain-gage. Indeed, daring the month 
of March, not a drop of rain fell in the period of thirteen years. 
There were moderate showers during June, July, August, stud 
September ; and heavy rains fell in October, November, and 
December. Put at St. Helena, excepting in very dry seasons, 
there are usually some heavy rain, fine showers, or drizzling rain 
in every month of the year. 

The natives of India provide for their dry months, by retaining 
the monsoon rains in tanks or reservoirs, several miles in length : 

which serve for their crops until the rainy season returns. 

< 

Abstract of Mr. Roebuck's account of Rain which fell at Madras, 

1791 to 1803, inclusive. 

Average fall of Rain in each Month during Tliirtcen years. 



Inches. 


Inches. 

January 

0.7 

July 

2.6 

February 

0.5 

August 

2.5 

March 

0.0 

September 

4.4 

April 

0.4 

October 

9.0 

May 

0.3 

November 

18.3 

June 

2.0 

December 

- 8.1 

The average fall of 

lain was 49.3 inches per 

annum. It 

sometimess happened in 

the month of November, 

after unceas- 

ingrains, that the quantity which fell during 24 hours, measured 


7 inches. 
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Abstract of the fall of Rain at Plantation-house, from 22d Feb. 

1811, to 2lst Feb. 1812. 


1811. 

In. lOths 


In. lOtiis 

February 

1 5 

August 

- 1:6 

March 

4:6 

September 

1:8 

April 

0:5 

October 

- 1:5 

May 

2:4 

November 

0:1 

June 

2:2 

December 

1 . 2 

July - 

1 :6 

January 

1812. 

- 0:8 


12:8 

9:6 

Feb. to 21 

2:6 

9:6 


Inches 22 : 4 Total fall of rain during 12 months. 
This is less than it actually was — because evaporation is very 
considerable here — and no allowance is made for what unavoid- 
ably took place upon an open surface, 9 inches in diameter. Being 
now provided with proper apparatus, which receives the rain 
through a small tube into a bottle, the pre.sent year’s measure- 
ment will be far more accurate. I consider, that if evaporation 
had been prevented, the last year’s measurement (even in what 
was reckoned a dry year) would have been about 24 inches-* 
instead of 22 : 4. 


2ith Feb. 1812. 
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SECTION XV. 

i. 

On the Cullure of Barley Wheat — Produce, per Acre — The tenth Part of 
an Acre, dibbled, yielded for 1 — Deductions which prove that from 
5t Ounces bf Seed, 9(X) Bushels of Corn might he produced in nine 
Months at St. Helena successful Experiment in Malting and Brewing 
from Island Barley Wheat. 

In the St. Helena Register for November, 1811,*! have gi.ven the 
progress, and result at that time, of two experiments in the (riil- 
ture of naked barley, or barley wheat ; and in that for Deeeinber 
(page 32), are added some further observations upon this ex- 
cellent corn. On the- 17th of December, I superintended the 
cutting of two square rods of the second crop ; the produce of 
which being 12 sheaves, is at the rate of 960 sheaves per acre. 

The remainder of this crop was reaped some days after, and 
the total number of sheaves was 1100. 

To simplify calculations, eleven only (being the 100th of the 
produce) were thrashed on the 4th January, 1812. They yielded 
of clean corn 46 pounds, and of straw 43 pounds : but as the 
operation of thrashing, for want of a barn, was performed in the 
open air, upon a temporary wooden floor : as a good deal was lost 
by getting over the thrashing-boards, among the grass ; and as 
the grain was not entirely separated from the straw, it may be 
fairly reckoned that not less than two pounds of grain were lost: 
wherefore the produce of clean corn and straw from eleven 
sheaves should stand thus : 

Of clean corn, - - - 48 pounds 

Of straw, - - - 45 ditto 


* Vide Section XI. 
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The total produce, at this rate, from IlUO sheaves, would there- 
fore be, 

Of clean corn, - - 4800 pounds 

Of straw, - - 4500 ditto 

9 

It will be found upon calculation, tliat this produce per acre is 
4189 pounds of corn,* and 3927 pounds of straw. 

This is no more than a return of 35 for one ; but it must be 
observed that this (;rop was sown broad cast ; a i^ood deal was 
destroyed by the grub, and by canary birds ; and many grains, 
laying on the surface, had not vegetated. 

The’value of the above cr(>p, rating the barley wheat at two- 
pence per pound, and tlie straw at £6. per ton, is ,£’4^1. .4.. 2. .per 
acre, which is inferior to a potatoe crop at 8s. per bushel ; because 
200 bushels atone croj) would be X80. : yet if potatoes be rated 
at 4 shillings, and if the advanfage of obtaining manure be con- 
sidered, the barley wheat crop will l>e found equivalent to that 
of potatoes. 

Ilie small experiment which preceded tliis crop was dibbled 
on the Kith of March, 1811 ; and gave a much greater return : 
five and one-third ounces was the quantity of seed. After the 
produce was reaped I insjiected the stubble, and it appeared 
that not a single grain of the seed had failed. The produce from 
those five and one-third ounces was 135 pounds, or 2100 ounces, 
which is 405 for one. If therefore tliese 2100 ounces had also 
been dibbled, and with the same success as in the first experi- 
ment, the result would have been 2100x405=874800 ounces, 
which divided by five one-third ounces (the first seed,) gives a 
return from the two crops of 164127 for one. Hence it is not 
impossible, under the circumstances of the first crop, from the 
five one-third ounces of seed dibbled on the 16th March 1811 : 

* Because if 1 1 sheaves yieltl 48 pounds of grain, 960 sheaves should yield 4 189 pounds. 
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supposing its produce had also been dibbled, instead of broad- 
cast, on the 3d August, that from the second crop about the 
middle of December, there might have been a return of 54675 
pounds, equivalent to about 900 bushels, from not more tlifiu 
three common sized wine glass full of seed grain : and this 
within the short period of nine months, that is, from sowing the 
first to the reaping of the second crop. 

Nothing can tend more to develope the capabilities of this 
soil and climate, than investigations of this nature. Let these 
deductions be carefully examined ; and every one may satisfy 
himself whether or not they are consonant to fair reasoning, and 
let it be considered that the first experiment, on which these 
deductions are founded, was on land unmannred, and the natural 
inference must be, that it is practicable at Si. Helena (although 
not in any country in Europe), by due care and attention, to 
efi’ect even a larger produce from barley wheat, than what has 
been deduced from the line of argument I have pursued. 

I have peculiar satisfaction in adding, that the barley wheat 
of the December crop has yielded an uncommonly sweet and 
high flavoured malt, from which Mr. John Onions (who wel' 
understands Shropshire brewing) has made some ale, equal in 
quality to the best I ever lasted in that country. His success is 
indeed the more surprising, as he laboured under the disadvan- 
tages of malting upon a very small scale, and with a temporary 
apparatus for drying. Wherefore from all that has been stated, 
I trust it has been distinctly proved, that by means of the com- 
mon practice of husbandry in England, the island breweries here 
might be supplied (I will venture to say) with island malt, of a 
fresher and superior quality, and at a much less expense, than 
that which is imported from England. 

23rf March, 1812. 
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SECTION XVI. 

General Observations on Green-fodder Crops — would prevent Losses of 
Cattle in Seasons of Drought — One Acre equivalent to Fourteen Acres of 
the best Pastures — Indian Corn, or Maize, cultivated in France, and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, as Cattle Fodder- -Its p'^oduce at St. Helena, in 
less than Four Months from the. Period of Sowing, was Thirty Tons per 
Acre.^ Remarks on the Culture of Kidney Beans — Green-fodder Crops 
of these recommended. 

rr"! 

1 HE introduction on tliis island of green crops of fodder, for the 
sustenance of cattle of all kinds, is a subject I have frequently 
adverted to in several papers that have been issued from the St. 
Helena press. I have there shewn the great advantages that 
would be derived from imitating a p**actice — which has been 
long and successfully established in almost all countries in the 
w.uld — but which, until lately, had never found its way to this 
island. 

I shall not recapitulate what may be found in those papers — 
it is indeed unnecessary : for the facts 1 am now to relate, with- 
out any reference whatever to my former statements, ought to be 
sufficient to impress on every unbiassed mind, the importance of 
green-fodder crops, which I trust every cattle breeder here will 
duly consider; their introduction upon an enlarged scale would 
undoubtedly be the very best means of securing his own interest 
and of promoting the general welfare of the island. 

By the introduction of cattle crops, I have formerly shewn how 
easily those evils which had frequently occurred, might have been 
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alleviated — if not wholly prevented. It is well known what 
heavy losses in cattle have been sometimes sustained in seasons 
of drought: but, as it has been ascertained, that corn, when 
once fairly established (even during unseasonable or scanty rains) 
soon covers and shades the soil from the sun’s heat, and from 
the drying winds— and that it advances to maturity, even in 
the driest weather ; it vvoidd be absurd to say that the common 
precautions used in other countries to provide food for cattle, 
and to avert calamities among them when the pastures fail, would 
not succeed equally here as elsewhere. Nay, I have no hesita- 
tion in declaring my opinion that this species of husbandry, as 
well as eve^y other would succeed ; and prove even more profit- 
able to St. Helena cultivators than it is to English fanners — 
who can have only one crop in the year : because, as vegetation 
here is never obstructed by frost and severe winters, two certain 
crops may be secured annually, if due attention be paid to the 
|)roper seasons of putting them in the ground. 

Confident as I feel in those opinions, which are founded upon 
the basis of the most accurate experiments, 1 have been not a 
little astonished at the pains which I find have been lately taken 
to impress on the minds of several gentlemen in the direction for 
the affairs of the East India Company, the total impossibility of 
introducing agriculture at St, Helena. I’hose who have declared 
such sentiments could have known but little of the ample returns, 
and unexampled profits, which have been derived here, from 
lands brought into cultivation. There are now in England two 
gentlemen (Lieutenant Colonel Greentree and Mr. Dunn), who 
can readily correct such erroneous assertions. They have both 
had considerable experience in Improving their lands— and they 
assured me, as 1 stated, in a letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated the 10th of October 1809 — “ that in bringing land info 
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Miltivati|j)n they have been always reimbursed the whole expense 
by the first year’s produce.” 

Is it possible to imagine, in any country, a greater incitement 
to industry, and to extensive agriculture ? — Or can there possibly 
be a stronger proof of the fertility of the soil, and of the certain 
advantages that are within the reach of every industrious land- 
holder ? It has long been iny belief that nothing but common 
exertion, aUd a proper system of farming, are wanting to make 
St. Helena productive of almost every necessary of life for its inha- 
bitants. There are at least two or three thousand acres of excel- 
lent land capable of the highest degree of improvement, which 
might be appropriatcd to this laudable purpose; and as I have 
already ol»servcd, that two cr(>ps a year are attainable from those 
lainls, they would be in fact -equivalent to almost double that 
extent in the northern climates. The following detail of experi- 
ments will tend to illustrate these observations. 

Green Fodder from Oats. 

On the 5th of February last, some oats of a long thin sort, 
received from the Cape of Good Hope, which weighed no more 
than Jll pounds per bushel, were ploughed in upon about two 
acres of some good land at Plantation-house, at the rate of two 
bushels j>er acre. 'I'hey were later in coming up than usual, on 
account of there having been very little rain — for it was not until 
the 2()th that a good many of the young plants appeared. Some 
fjne showers however, early in March, succeeded by heavy rains 
during i*he remainder of that month, speedily gave the crop a 
very exuberant appearance : — By the 6th of April a few ears were 
seen ; and on that day, after a laj)se of two months from putting 
the seed in the ground, we began to cut the crop for the purpos< 
<tf green fod<ler. Mr. Breaine, an experienced Norfolk farinei . 
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w ho manages the Company’s farms here, declares he never beheld 
in so short a time after sowing, so weighty a crop. It was my 
intention to have ascertained the weight at two months', but on 
ac<;oiint of drizzling rains, which would have added to the weight, 
I postponed it until the 9th of April ; when the crop was dry; 
and in presence of Doctor Baildon, Mr. Brearne, and some 
others, a square rod was accurately marked out — the produce of 
which weighed exactly 201) pounds avoirdnpoise ; this is at the 
rate of 32,000 pounds, or 14^ tons of fine green fodder per acre. 
This, in the short period of 64 days from sowing the seed, is a 
large produce ; although probably not so much as it may weigh 
when farther advanced. It is my intention to ascertain the weight 
of the produce of this crop of green fodder, at three and at four 
months growth, conceiving that such trials might lead to useful 
deductions. 

In order to form a comparison with the produce of grass land 
at the present time (and immediately after the most favourable 
rains since my arrival in 1808) I marked out a square rod on the 
lawn in front of the Plantation-house, wliich is as good as most 
of the be.st pastures, and had the grass mowed^ — the pnxlnce 
weighed only 12^ pounds — or at the rate of 20(K) pounds, or less 
than one ton per acre. Consequently one acre of green fodder 
corn in 04: days from the seed, is equal to the produce of 14 acres 
of the best pastures.* But this is not all — a crop of green fodder 
may be secured almost at any season ; whereafi, it sometimes 
happens, in the months of November and December, our driest 
and hottest season, that one hundred acres of pasture lands would 
not yield a single ton of grass. Compare also the short time 
required, for a beast to take his full feed of green corn, with the 

♦ Colonel Broughton’s Experiment at Long Wood, in November 1810, yielded 16|tons 
per acre. See Section XIII. 
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many liVirs necessary in vainly attempting to fill himself on 
parched at^d hare pasture lands. In the first case the animal would 
soon be satisfied, and might go to sleep : but in the second he 
must necessarily waste the whole day in wandering over many 
acres, until he is wearied — and after all he must laydown almost 
famished : this is the fate of many poor neglected animals on St. 
Helena ; who are left to provide for their own wants ; and of 
which but too many indeed often perish for want of assistance, and 
sufficient sustenance. 

Indian Corny or Maize. 

It appears by the Statistique gSnvrale et particulicre de la 
France, that this grain is cultivated in several of the de[)artments 
with a view to fodder the cattle— and, when ripened, it is u.sed for 
feeding poultry, &c. Lord Caledon informed me, when he visited, 
this i.sland in July 1811, that he always used it at the Cape of 
Good Hope for his (carriage horses, and had found it to be extremely 
nourishing. At that time I had a small patch, measuring 44 by 
33 fetft, which was then grown to the height of about eight feet — 
and in seed. It had been dibbled three inches de^p, and three 
seeds in each hole (as many of the seeds were bad) on the 6th of 
April 1811. 9n the 17th it had come up well, and afterwards 
grew luxuriantly. On the 30th of July I a.scertained the pro- 
duce of one square rod to be 425 pounds, which is 68,000 
pounds, or 30 tons per acre. The seed had been 115 days in 
the soil ; and although the lower parts of the stems were at this 
age rather hard, the whole was greedily devoured in the hog- 
gery But, as a green fodder for horses, or cattle, or for hogs, it 
would be better to cut it after two or three months from the time of 
sowing — when the stems will be soft, and more tender and juicy. 
In this state it would prove a very nutricious fodder — and I 
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should suppose the juoduce might then he betwixt 20 aiui 25 ton . 
per acre. 

Black speckled Kidney Beans. 

a 

St. Helena formerly abounded with “ bean grounds,” of which 
traces are still to be seen : but of laJe years they have occu[)ied 
only a place in the gardens. Their culture appears to me worthy 
of attention. Their growtli is rapid — they are not liable to be 
infested with vermin of any kind — they thrive in almost all soils. 
In their young state they yield a very thick foliage, but not 
exceeding 18 or 20 inches in height from the ground — and they 
have abundance of long pods, fit for table use, or for cattle, hogs, 
&c. When ripe the bean produce is very great — exceeding ninety 
bushels per acre. 

On the 31st of October last, observing that some black speckled 
beans, in the Plantation-house gar<len, (which the gardener had 
left for seed) had an extraordinary number of pods, I was in- 
duced to ascertain what might be tin; actual produce of an acre 
from such a crop, if sown in rows at one foot asunder. Accord- 
ingly on that day, 33 feet of rows were measured, and the bear s 
carefully gathered, and taken out of the pods. I kept them in a 
dry place until the 20th December ; when they were weighed ; 
the 33 feet of rows yielded sixfy six and one half ounces. 

Now as an acre plantxd in the above manner, would contain 
13560 feet of rows, the extent of 33 feet is the 1320th part — con- 
sequently this sum multiplied by ounces gives the produce 
87780 ounces, or 5486 pounds, per arae. 

Having found a jug, that held 30| ounces of wheat, to contain 
exa(!tly 30 ounces of beans, the weight of a bushel of those beans 
may be rated at 59 pounds ; by which dividing the 5486 pounds, 
the produce thus deduced is 93 bushels per acre. 
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This crop was sown on the 27th June 1811, and therefore had 
been la^fi days in the soil. The drills in which the seeds were 
planted were three feet asunder ; and the seeds were so close as 
to touch each other. This appeared to me injudicious — because 
the intervals between the rows exposed too much naked surface 
to the sun’s rays, and the young plants coming up too thick must 
rob each other of nourishment, and consecjuently retard their 
growth. 1 therefore directed the gardener to prepare a bed for 
a different mode of culture. 

I have found by experience that on this island, it is of much 
importance to make a crop cover the ground as speedily as pos- 
sible. 'When this is effected, as the soil is shaded, Jhe moisture 
cannot be easily exhaled — and every passing shower, as well as 
dews, are of great service ; because they descend to the roots, and 
promote vegetation. On the contrary, the dews or light rains 
falling upon a naked interval, produce no effect upon the crop ; 
for they are immediately taken up in the day by the sun’s heat, 
and by the drying winds. This is the case even on those days 
when occasionally several drizzling rains, or light showers have 
fallen : and that these are of no real benefit may be observed by 
the pastures, where no improvement is seen until they have been 
well soaked by heavy rains. 

In the bed, which was prepared, drills at 15 inches asunder 
were opened about three inches deep ; and the beans put in at 
three inches from each other ; they were then covered with the 
soil. 

This ‘experiment was begun on the 9th of January 1812. On 
the 19th the young plants were finely come up ; and on the 20th 
of February there were some in blossom. They were uncommonly 
exuberant and strong — and had much larger leaves, and were in 
every respect greatjy superior to an adjoining crop, sown nine 

P 
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days earlier — and treated according to the old practice hare of 
crowding the seeds in the rows, and having wider interval. 

This new mode succeeded beyond my expectation. The crop 
in 42 days after sowing completely covered the soil, and was in 
excellent condition as a fodder for cattle. Tiiat cattle and horses 
and hogs will eat it has been ascertained — and it may be inferred 
they are even' fond of it: for some cattle having lately broken 
into an inclosure, at Long Wood, devoured the whole of a small 
crop of this sort of bean. 

On the 13th of March it is noted in my Journal ‘‘ that many 
of the kidney beans sown on the 9th of January are now tit for 
gathering.” At this age (about two months) they resemble 
French beans in the state they are used at tables in England, but 
are much larger. On the 9th of April (that is three months after 
sowing) the leaves of a great part of the crop had fallen otf, the 
pods had withered, and the beans were full grown. This experi- 
ment proves that from black speckled kidney beans a weighty 
crop of green fodder might be obtained in six weeks from the 
period of sowing ; and that in two months the pods and leaves 
bad become an excellent and nutritious fodder; whilst the pods 
in their green state might supply abundantly the fleets that touch 
here with a vegetable at a moderate price, which would keep 
some time, and be highly conducive to the health of seamen after 
their long voyages. 

The following is a concise view of these two crops of beans, 
and of three others that are now in progress. 

EXPERIMENT, No. 1. 

1811, June 27. — Sowed black speckled kidney beans — rows 
3 feet asunder, nnd seeds very close in the drills. 

October 23— Cut 33 feet of rows — and collected the pods — their 
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conteMs wei.^hed ounces — this, if the rows be one foot asun- 

der, is^ the rate of 5486 pounds, or 93 bushels per acre. The 
beans in\his state appear to be proper food for horses, or for 
feeding hogs ; but being hard should be soaked in water or 
bruised. 

EXPERIMENT, No. 2. 

1811, Dec. 31. — Sowed several rows of beans very thick in the 
drills. 

1812, Feb. 1.9. — The crop about 15 inches high, and in blos- 
som, in 50 days. 

April 12.— Not .so well advanced at this time as No. 3, which 
was sown 9 days later: this proves the superiority of placing the 
.seeds at .some distance in the drills. 

EXPERIMENT, No. 3. 

1812, January 9. — Opened drills 15 inches asunder— beans 
sown 3 inches apart in the drills ; and 3 inches deep. 

January 19. — Finely come up. 

February 20.*— Blossoms appearing: this is 42 days after 
sowing. 

March 13. — Many pods in a green state— fit for gathering in 
64 days. 

April 9. — Leaves withered and falling off— many pods fully 
ripe and fit for gathering in three months after planting. 

EXPERIMENT, No. 4. 

1812, February 22. — Sowed six rows 4 feet asunder: 3 inches 
from bt an to bean in the drills. 

April 4. — In blossom — luxuriant crop — 18 inches high in 42 
days. 

April 10. — Observed a good many young pods in 48 days. 
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April 12. — Cut 33 feet of rows— Produce 26 pounds.^ This 
being the 1320th part of an acre (if rows be one foot asi;p4‘ider) is 
at the rate of 34320 pounds, or 15^ tons of excellent gre in-fodder 
per acre, in 50 days after sowing the seed. During the growth 
of this crop, the season was unusually favourable— 7 t^ inches of 
rain fell during the month of March. 


EXPERIMENT, No. 5. 

1812, March 3. — Sowed several rows of black speckled kidney, 
and several rows adjoining with the negro or black bean, 

April 12.— Some of the black spe<*kled are in blossom ; in 40 
day.s — the negro beans are not so strong nor so forward — season 
favourable — copious rains. 

Since I clo.sed the preceding statement of the /rce Experiments 
in the culture of kidney beans, 1 have this day (the 16th of April) 
ascertained the final result of No. 3, which was begun on the 0th 
of January last. 

The leaves having entirely fallen, the pods being dry, and in 
a state of ripeness, 33 feet of rows were measured. The produce 
in clean beans weighed 54 ounces ; which being from the 1320th 
of an acre, give the produce (rows one foot asunder) 71,280 ounces, 
or 4455 pounds, or very nearly two tons per acre. It will be per- 
ceived that the same length of rows in No. 1. produced, on the 
23d of October, 1811, 66^^ ounces: — but it must be observed that 
in No, 1. the quantity of seed sown was six or eight times greater 
than in No, 3. A Jug that contained 30 ounces of No. 1. crop, 
contained very nearly 32 ounces of No. 3. crop, weighed at the 
time it was gathered: but No. 1. was not weighed until two 
months after being gathered. It is therefore probable, when 
No. 3. is also dried, that the same measure of beans will be of the 
same weight as the other. 
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1 fcMiiid that 49 beans of No. 3. weighed one oxince — this is 
784 be^s to a pound : and, the produce of the 33 feet of rows 
being 64V>unces, must of course be 2736 beans. 

Now, as an acre planted in rows one foot asunder, will contain 
43,560 feet of rows, and as four beans are required to a foot (if 
placed in the rows three inches asunder), the number of beans 
required to plant an acre, in that manner, is 174,240, which 
divided by 784 beans in a pound is 222 pounds two-tenths, or 
very nearly four bushels. If a reference be made to the deduced 
produ(;e, 4455 fxounds, from No. 3, the return has been no more 
than 20 from 1 of seed beans. This indeed is greatly inferior to 
barley wheat, which, by dibbling, yielded a return of 405 for one ! 

From the preceding results it is clearly demonstrated that tlie 
most prolitable culture of kidney beans is in green fodder crops. 
On the 12th instant, experiment No. 4, gave 34,320 pounds per 
acre of nutricious fodder, from seed sown in the proportion of 222 
pounds two-tenths per acre ; which is a return, in tveight, of 
150 fold ; and this in the short period of 50 days, after putting 
the seed in the ground. 

Mr. .Jennings, the Company’s gardener at Plantation-hou.se, 
who ha.s, for several years, cultivated beans of various sorts, as- 
sures me that the black s[)eckled are svqxerior to any other ; they 
bear sooner, and yield a more weighty crop. At Lemon Valley, 
a warm and well sheltered place, not much above the level of the 
sea, he has obtained six crops in the course of one year, from the 
same spot of land. A reference to the preceding experiments 
will shew that this is very possible: but, supposing only four 
crops a year from the same land, and to be used as green fodder 
in the state of experiment No. 4, when it was cut on the 12th 
of April, and yielded 15^ tons per acre in 50 days, tlie total 
annual produce wpuld be 60 tons, or 134,400 pounds fioin one 
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acre of land. Now, if 50 pounds a day were allotted each 
beast, there would be 2688 rations, or sufficient to fet^l seven 
hearts during the year, from one acre of beans. f 

Deductions of this kind are so far useful that they point out 
capabilities’, and, in the present case, clearly shew what might 
be accomplished at St. Helena, whenever a proper spirit of in- 
dustry shall have been excited, and the practice of husbandry 
generally introduced. Many people here may possibly assert 
that such things are impossible, became they have never seen 
them:" but unbiassed minds, when they see facts opposed to bare 
assertion and opinion, can never be at a loss in deciding upon 
points of thjs nature. ' 

When to the preceding details, respecting green-fodder crops, 
are added all that may be seen in the Laws and Ordinances, 
Goat Papers, and St. Helena Registers, upon my experiments in 
the culture of corn, and particularly of barley wheat, a judgment 
can easily be formed, whether or not it be practicable to succeed 
in agriculture on this island. 

16M April, 1812. 
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SECTION XVII. 

On Adherence to Old Customs.* 

“ There unaccountable prejudice to projectors of all kinds ; far which reason, 
“ when I talk of practising to fly, silly peoj»Ie think me an owl for my pains.” 

Adpisok- 

Soon after I took up my country residence in England, I scraped 
acquaintance with some of the neighbouring farmers, w'ho now 
and then' called in, to take a pot of ale ; and I receivet|,them with 
civility. Our discourse naturally turned to agricultural subjects ; 
and, whilst 1 reasoned on new plans, my practical guests very 
soon betrayed they had not the smallest faith in “ book-farming/’ 
as they called it. 

“ Their own practice,” said they, “ must undoubtedly be the 
best, because it was that which had been handed down by their 
forefathers.” At one of our meetings, I very strongly deprecated 
this conclusion, and plainly told them they were all wrong. I 
had no doubt their practice was good ; but nevertheless, said I, 
from books many useful hints, and much valuable information, 
might be derived upon the better practice of other countries ; 
and which, in my opinion, would succeed equally in Sussex, as 
in other parts of England. 

* I hesitated some time before I determided to give a place to this and the succeeding 
paper : but as this paper was calculated to overturn old prejudices ; and “ Calculator’s 
confessions” convey a variety of accurate information upon points connected with the 
old and new husbandry of St. Helena, and as the sentiments of the supposed Norfolk 
fanner are precisely those which I entertain, in regard to the best modes of cultivating, 
and improving, the island, it is hoped that these considerations may appear sufficient 
reasons, for having mixed pkpers of a ludicrous nature with those of a graver description. 
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Nef tled at iny arrogance, Homespun, who was the most talk- 
ative at our meetings, the cock of the village club, and whseo 
face, at this time, glowed with my October, exclaimed, “ Pugh ! 

I care not a single barley-<;orn for your books ; give me practice ; 
give me example : (thumping his empty jiig on tlie table) these 
are the best rules for farmers.” “ True, friend,” said I, gently 
rebuking him for his indecorum, “ example has iiodoiTlit, a pre- 
vailing force on the actions of mankind; I admit it is more 
conclusive than the soundest reasoning ; and since I see it will be 
impossible to persuade you by argument, I will take another 
mode of bringing you to my way of thinking.” 

Homespun by no means relished my admonition, and grinning 
a sarcastic smile, he, and my other rustic guests rose, and left the 
room. 

It was not until some months afterwards that he paid me 
another visit, and this was during an unusually dry summer, 
when all the pastures were burnt up. He looked dejected, com- 
plained bitterly of the times, said he was almost ruined, that his 
cattle were starved, and his cows were dry, and he had been 
obliged to .send them to Romney Marsh. “ Mr. Homespun,” 
.said I, “ you shall now be convinced that this is entirely the con- 
sequence of your pertinacious adherence to old customs ; if you 
had listened to w*// advice, and to book-farming, all this mischief 
would have been prevented. Come with me, and behold the 
lucerne yon despised, 'i’he crop was put in a few days after our 
last debate ; and I have already had three cuttings. My pastures, 
you see, are equally bare as your own : but my cattle are still in 
good condition, and my cows yield twice the quantity of milk 
they had ever done before : and all this is the effect of the crop 
you treated with .so much contemjit.” 

Homespun looked grave, and as he approached a field of six 
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acres, he was struck with amazement ; he had never before wit- 
nessed snch a crop. His forefathers had none of the kind. It 
was indeed uncommonly fine ; he viewed it, and handled it, and 
exclaimed, “ Well, surely this is a lamentable fine thing : I will 
immediately set about five acres : Oh ! fool that I was ! but I 
really could never believe it wa.s possible to have so weighty a 
shew in so dry a season.” He added, scratching his head, “ I 
now perceive that you gentlemen fanners are not so much to be 
despised as we thought of.” I thanked him' for his compliment. 

Thus, by per.severance and example, I succeeded in removing 
from Homespun, and the rest of iny mulish guests, who were all 
attracted by my lucerne, the strong prejudice under which they 
laboured towards old custom,. and against book-farming. Their 
visits daily became more frequent ; my opinions were listened to, 
and received, with more respect and decorum than was nsiial at 
the coinmenccment ()f our acquaintance. There was an end of 
their sly jeering and jokes, which did not escape my penetration ; 
and I soon became a sort .of oracle among them, whom they 
eagerly consulted at those times when they came to see my “ new- 
fangled husbandry, ” as they called it, many |)arts of which they 
did not, how;ever, fail to imitate; but not till they saw it was 
their interest to do so. 

In turning the minds of men from ancient custom, or deep- 
rooted prejudice, we must naturally expect to encounter difticulties. 
'J'he most forcible arguments are of no avail : but once shew them 
a successful example ; prove to them, practically, the advantages 
they will derive, and self-interest will do the rest. 

By such means no one need despair of converting the most 
obstinate. Enlightened and liberal minds are, indeed, far more 
easy to persuade. Indubitable testimony of what has already 
been done, and even the opinions of men who have been distin- 

Q 
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giiislieji l)v their skill and knowledge in the matters of which 
they treat, ate received by those with scarcely less persuasive 
1‘orce than the evidence of facts. It is to this clas^ (»f men I 
submit the following extracts ; and whilst I recommend tliei.i tu 
their serions attention, I must remark that they will find the 
opinions of Sir John Sinclair, and the experience of Sir llenrv 
A'avasour liave most fidly corroborated those opinions 1 hav( 
offered in the St. Helena Registers, on the subject of increasing 
tlie food of cattle, by means of arable land. 

'27th Jult/, 1812. K 
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SECTION XVllJ. 


( Co)if(‘stn.o)i!i ; — ami hts Oiniiiom <m the veto Ihiiihandrij at 

St. Helena. 


To the Editor of the St. Helena Rer/ister. 

Sir, 

n A\«i: l)et!n amused, .md T liojie yon will find edilied, by your 
con'es|i!Mideid K’s ooinersion ol’Mr. S ?onies}!Uii, as ivkited in your 
last iiioutli’s Register. I (tonless to you tliat 1 liad long been a 
downright branch of the U’oniesinsn fandly : I luive had iny 
strong prejudices to <dd custom, and I* verily believe d it was 
totally iinpossil)le to snn)ass our home practice : but I have lately 
witnessed some things that have a<dually made my hair stand on 
end ; 1 see the ploughs, with two or three horses, managed by 
two men, doing more work* in one day, than any ten oi* my Ix^st 
slaves c<udd perl’orm in ten days; besides these tellows, Mr. 
Editor, cost me a deal of money, tor alter the tirst purchase (dear 
enough, to b<’ sure) I tnust teed and clothe tliein ; ainl after all, 
they are soimdimes very sain’y and idle. Now, thiidvs I, if I 
covdd only teach Ctesarahd Pomjxn , my two liestmen, to manage 
this new machine, and if I were to clap-to a (‘onple of my best 
«»\en, or horses, I should get iMore work fmm these two men, in 
one day, than 1 could otherwise get from the w hole of my^ gang ; 
and my (tattle would not be a hair the worse for it. 

I am a man of figures, Mr. Editor, and I can make calcidations ; 
1 can multiply pounds, shillings, and |)encc into each ot:h('i,wliich, 
i/ou will allow, is no small proof of my abilities ; atui, tln iefore, 
you will readily admit F am not igno;aul of the commrjn rules of 
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in the eourst of f lie diiy. Such tliini^s are truly surprising: but 
'when f eonsitleretl llie [lOwer of a claw hainmer in drawing a 
nail, I conciuded there must be sonietliing not less wonderlul, 
although unfathomable to me, in the jiower of the new machine 
we have had introduced here, because I well know, that it I and 
mv whole family, who are jn'etty numerous, were to try, with our 
lingers to draw a well-hit nail, we should nut succeed. 1 have 
no know ledge of what they call mechanics ; I know nothing ol 
the principles ; but. this 1 know', that a ( law-hammer will do the 
business with a small twist of the iiaud ; and so I take it to be 
with the piougli. 

Now, Ml. Editor, after seeing, (which you know is believing/ 
f set to work : 1 liought a jilough and a couple of hariow s ; and 
i succeeded far lieyond my expectation. 

I then began w'ith my calculations ; and I clearly (.•onvinced 
myself, and [hope I shall convince others, that by saving expense 
hi labour 1 should be a great gainer. [ ascertained I could 
bring into cultivation a wondrous deal more land ; that 1 could 
sell much more of my produce to tlie shipping; that by having 
plenty of potatiies I might not only Iced my family and .slaves 
without the expense of lauying, and the trouble of bringing iVom 
the valley ; and raise pigs, and assist my cattle when our seasons 
lail ; but that I should likewise kee|» more money in my pockets ; 
which have been lather empty of late ; anti il‘ I and my lellow 
planters could once ccutrive to furni.sh the breweries with barley 
for luahiug. we might get a deal of the money that is now sent to 
England, and this I understand amounts to eight or ten tliousand 
pounds a year: and as Mr. [jrabazon’s brewery is now getting 
up, tlieve w ill, no doubt, be a greater demand. 

tV'hat a great gain would all this be to us planters. Being a 
man of calculation (as 1 told you before) w ithout pretension to 
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inucli knowl< (lge, I can easily .satisfy niy.self, that a penny saved 
is a ])enny li’ot ; and I perceive als«> that if all nnr yieimies 
into the (Annpany’s stores, or into the hands of the shipjiing 
gentlemen, or are sent to England, onr jnirses must be very lank ; 
and this is, T verily believe (nay 1 am ])erfectly convinced), the 
reason we are not so ricli as vve might be. 1 never thonght of thi.s 
until T read Flomespinis storj' ; w hich made me think it was at 
least probable there was .something wrong or rotten at bottom. 

Now I see it plainly; and I will no longer be slack in trying 
to mend my ways, and my fortune ; l>y such means as are in my 
power. .And, now, to concbule. — From all J have said, I think 
1 have shewn yon clearly, that I am no longer of the mnlish 
tribe.” 1 heartily wi.sh my coviversion may open the eyes of my 
dear countrymen, whose welfare I have .sincerely at heart, in 
order that they may follow my good example. 

There is one thing I forgot to mention, and I hope it is not too 
late, that if we can raise barley for the breweries, w e can at the 
same time have ydenty of sjraw for our cattle, if a diy season 
should happen, and also we might have plenty of manure, which 
I see by tvvo m‘ three pajx'rs in your Register is reckoned a good 
way oi' making our lands yield better crops. Perhaps you may 
have heard that we have not much come into this practice yet, 
and that we do tolerably \»ell without manure, that is, we can 
have twenty or thirty successive crops of potatoes, w ithout ever 
once thinking of manure, and yet 1 find it is considered alisolutely 
necessary, and is very much the practice in the country you came 
from. 

But to tell ymi the truth, Mr. Editor, J have not found that my 
lands pay so well after so many crop|)ings. Something there- 
fore is wanting, and this something, I take to be manure. So 
very bad indeed are some of the lamls near me, that after 10 or 
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15 years of oiir Homespun management, we find, although the 
crops seem to grow well, they do not come to perfection ; they 
get what we call the rot. No doubt manure would act like a 
medicine, and might soon restore the lands to health and vigour. 

'Jlie diseased farm 1 allude to, is that near the High Peak, 
and as I have long had an eye to that farm, but that its case 
.seemed to me a desperate one, I thought it advisable to coiisult 
!VIr. Fish ; who, no doubt, we may reckon our best land doctor 
here ; for as to J^tream and Spring, tliey are as yet only young 
beginners, and cannot be expected to know much of these things. 

When I asked Fish, “ what he would do with that land?” In 
replied, “ Do with it ! why, I would make a mine ofit.” I did not 
immediately comprehend him, and he explained, he would make 
his fortune by it — “ How .so?” said I — “ Easy enough,” said 
he, “ for the land is good, and a great part ofit, lit for the plough. 
In front of the new hovise, both in the vale or ravine, as well us 
on the we.st side, there are many fine acres at pre.sent covered 
with coarse and usele.s.s grass. 

“ There is also a good large space inclosed around the premises, 
which I see it is needless to plant, unless it goes through a proper 
course. Land, you must know, is in a manner like your .stomach, 
which I fancy you woidd not like to have constantly crammed 
with the .same food ; and without any .sort of seasoning : in time, 
you would not relish it ; and disorders might follow. Now 1 
understand this land, or stomach, has ta.sted nothing for the last 
fifteen years but potatoes; consequently, it loaths that^food, or, 
as we English farmers say, “ it is tired of the crop.” I'his ex- 
pression is very common with us, for we say siKdi a field is 
“ tired of clover,” and the like ; although this is a mode of expres- 
sion, on which some of our best agriculturists have differed. Oiui 
thing, however, is certain, that if land, in its nature tolerably 
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good, lias been drained by repeated, or improperly managed crops, 
the best remedy for recovering such exhausted land, is by a few 
months faljowing ; and by frequently stirring’ it, and clearing it 
of every sort of vegetable substance. By Ibis plain and easy 
mo<le (a sort of abstinence, il’ 1 may so express myself,) not only 
will its tone lie recovered by the influence of air and moisture 
from the atmosphere, but weeds will be extirpated, dnd insects of 
every sort (and jiarticularly the grub) will be eflectually destroyed 
by being deprived of that food which is absolutely necessary for 
their subsistence, at the time the solar beats occasion a change 
from the oviparous state.” 

1 did not clearly understand the whole of those odd expres- 
sions ; but J liowever perceived, that Mr. Fish is, as I imagined, 
a very learned land doctor. I therefore candidly told him that I 
understood, only in a general way, all he had said, in which there 
seemed to lie no small portion of good sens<'. 1 therefore re- 
<|uested himtog<> on, and tell me particularly the ino<le he would 
pursue w ith that farm, if it were in his own occu[»ation. 

lie continued — “ If that* farm were mine, and I should be 
ghul it was, if I had not so many other tish to fry ,” (here he con- 
descendingly suited his expression to ray comprehension,) “ T 
would, in th^^ first place, clear the garden, comprising several 
acres, of all its rubbish, and lay the whole .mder a clean fallow, 
for at least six immths. I would frequently stir the soil, and 
would not in all this time allow a weed to rear its head. Whilst 
this operation is carrying on, l.would enclose 10 or 15 acres of 
the most level and best land, and pare ofl’ the sward and coarse 
grass, forming small heaps all over the field, and then set fire b> 
them. The ashes should, if possible, be ploughed in immediately.* 

♦ Wc observe by tlie Agricultural Report for 1812, a full confirmation of ibis practice. 
It is there stated, that the newly enclosed lauds in England, have in general proved 

li 
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I would endeavour to give it two or three ploughings and as many 
harrowings, so as to pulverise the soil perfectly before I put a 
crop ill it, I would then, just before the setting in of the rains 
(in January or June) open furrows, nearly level, and at the dis- 
tance ol' two feet asunder ; and drop [lotatoes in them, at one 
foot apart in the rows. These, 1 would cover with the plough ; 
and by such aieans 1 slioiild secure myself a good crop Irom this 
fresh land ; a cro|) which I am convinced would nearly repay all 
my expenses ; if I could sell it at the island price, which is eigld 
times what I got for potatoes in England. But as I might not be 
able to do this, I w ould take care to have a good breed ol [ligs to 
consume tht surplus produce at the farm ; I would give them and 
my sheep and cows a part ; and by keeping all those and my cattle, 
in what we call a farm yard, (and of which 1 have seen nothing 
of the kind in this i.slahd) I would soon have plenty ot manure) 
or muck ; from which T should tlerive great profit by its meliorat- 
ing effects on the lands when I am to prepare them for wheat ; 
or as they begin to fall off in the powers of vegetat ion. My [)igs 
would soon increase in number and size ; and for which 1 should 
never be at a loss for a ready sale ; which is a vast advantage to 
a farmer : and whilst taking two successive crops of potatoes from 
the garden, and the new land, I would prepare another new field 
of the same size as the first, and treat it in the manner I have 
described ; and so on, till 1 had all the best land in cultivation. 

fertile; and the iiiode of brealyin^T thcin up, in all improved districts, is by paring and 
burning. All the old objections to which having been proved futile and groundless, 
where subsequent good culture is persevered in ; namely — working the eradication of 
weeds, pulverising the soil, and giving these lands a fair portion of manure.” 

The good eflects of paring and burning have been frequently manifested here, by a 
comparison of crops, that have had the benefit of turf ashes, with those where no ashes 
were spread. The superiority of the former is so great, that few would believe it, if they 
had not seen it. 
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The first field and garden should next have a smothering crop of 
barley or oats, sown rather tliick, and which, in two months iVom 
the seed, would yield me 12 to lb tons per acre of green fodder. 
Tins would be a valuable acquisition to my stock; and by haying 
and stacking some, it would secure me against losses that I might 
otherwise sustain in my cattle, if a bad season should arrive. 

After these three crops, from each of these portions of land, 
I would again sow them with a crop of barley for malting ; and 
for which I should also have a ready sale to the breweries ; and 
gradually I would bring these lands by manuring, into a state, 
fit for bearing wheat ; for furnishing a portion at least of that 
flour, which is at present imported here from other countries. It 
is by such means only, Mr. Calculator,” said he, “ that you 
farmers can ever exj)ect to be wealthy, like some that I know in 
England. You have the same, nay better means ; you have a 
charming climate, and a fine soil, and your lands give you two 
crops a year. The sale prices are high ; and you have always a 
ready market. What more can a farmer desire } All you want, 
my friend, is a little industry; and I am happy to see that many 
of you begin to be sensible of these truths.” 

I was exceedingly pleased with Doctor Fish’s lecture. My 
mind had been prepared to receive every word he uttered ; I was 
however at times rather puzzled ; but I hope 1 shall hereafter 
convince you, by my next communication, that his care to instruct 
me, has not been thrown aw'ay. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, and constant reader. 


August Qthy 1812. 


CALCULATOR. 
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SECTION XTX. 

Oh the Importance of introducing Agriculture on the Island — Erroneous 
Notions regarding Rats; not more numerous at the Farms than in 
England— successful Method of destroying them. 

An earnest wish t«i promote the interest of this island, has 
indnced me to devote my leisure to various agricultural experi- 
ments, which have from lime to time ap[)eared in the St, Helena 
Register. ' 

The results of those experiments very soon satisfied my mind 
of the praetieahility of a change of system, from which the greatest 
imywovements might l»e expected. 1 was aware, however, of the 
difficulties 1 should have to encounter in overcoming strong pre- 
judices in favour of customs that had existed from the earliest 
period of the establishment. Thesamesortof[»rejudiceis, indeed, 
peculiar to farmers of all countries, and is, perhaps, equally 
strong in England as in any other part of the world. 1 could not, 
therefore, blame those who differed in opinion ; but I was by no 
means discouraged. I was fully persuaded that perseverance and 
successful examples, would ultimately succeed in turning the 
minds of even tlie most obstinate, to a cliange, which, 1 can easily 
demonstrate, is obvionsjy for their advantage. This change, 

indeed, appears to me the only possible means of ameliorating 

• • • ^ 

the condition of the landholders: and of extricating them from 
tlie difficulties they experience from the limited and narrow views 
they have long pursued ; by which they could hardly expect much 
more than a bare subsistence. 

There is, at length, a prospect of the objects I have long had in 
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view being fully accomplislied. My experiments have altracte<l 
notice. Much more land is in cultivation ; and several instances 
of the new Jiusbandry have already been manifested. 

The laudable examples of Messrs. Brooke and Defountain, in 
substituting the plough and liarrow for tlu* spade and pickaxe, 
and the exertions of M r. .Toliu Kay and Captain Sampson, deserve 
particularly to l»e noticed. IVieir success may prOve even far 
more convincing to the landholders in general, than thesoumlest 
reasoning or the clearest deductions ; althopgh they have been 
drawn from experiments, conducted with the greatest care and 
attention ; a mods, niu|uestionably the very best, and most cer- 
tain of increasing our knowledge in the agricultural, as well as in 
other arts. 

Tho.se gentlemen, 'therefore, have well e.stablished claims to 
commendation and to encouragement ; being the first who have 
led the way, and given their attention to the wise and judicious 
order of the Court of Directors, dated the 7th of March, 1794 ; 
“ to remler every acre of ground, capable of cultivation, as pro- 
ductive as the nature of the’ .soil w'ill ailmit.” 

Not doubting that .some others Avill soon imitate the.se begin- 
nings, (since they will find it their interest to do so) and that they 
will ado])t the plough and harrows, by which they may, u ithout 
am/ uddUion to the manual labour they now possess, greatly ex- 
tend cultivation, it would be superfluous to ofler any further 
arguments with a view of enforcing w hat has been already stated 
in my .‘ieveral commiinications.upon this most important subject : 
1 shall,’therefore, only recommend to all the landholders, tliat they 
direct their attention to the many acres of excellent land, at 
present in a .state of nature, lying, in a manner, waste and un- 
protitable ; that they duly reflect on the deteriorated state of the 
pastures in seasons of drought, and their former los.ses in cattle ; 



126 TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 

and compare the immense difference in produce between even 
the best pastures and a crop of green fodder of oats or barley, 
(Goat Papers, page 76. St. Helena Register for Aprijl, page 0) 
and then ask themselves this question — “ Have not our lands, in 
many places where they have been tried upon a small scale, 
yielded abundant crops of corn and esculents twice ayear The 
answer is toO obvious not to confound the most sceptical, or I 
should rather say, the most ol)stinate, who may yet persist in 
declaring, that “ agriculture here can never succeed.” Sucli 
assertions must appear most futile and unfounded, when contrasted 
with numerous facts that have been already so clearly and incon- 
trovertibly established. 

It is now four years tliatl have given my attention to this sub- 
ject ; and after distinctly proving the capabilities of the soil and 
climate, I have not the smallest hesitation in declaring my opinion, 
that if 6 or 700 acres, of tlie two or three thousand, that are 
capable of being brought under the plough |^management, were 
allotted to corn crojis, the present population might be supplied 
with bread corn in abundance, the stock of cattle and sheep 
augmented by means of straw and green fodder crops; avast 
number of hog’s reared ; the lands meliorated by manure ; ami 
the breweries ihrnished with a sufficiency of barley for all their 
demands. I will now proceed to examine the effects that would 
be produced from so laudable an appropriation of even thiat small 
portion of the pasture lands. 

According to an investigation <<letailed in my minute of the 
31st August 1810, (published in page 0 of the “ Laws ami Ordi- 
nances)” it will be found that the consumption of flour at St. 
Helena in the year 1808, was 878994 pounds. Doctor Adam 
Smith reckons 2000 pounds of wheat to be the produce of an 
acre : but I will take it at 1800 pounds of flour ; at which rate 
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about r>(K) acres of wheat annually, would suffice for the island 
consumption. 

The import of malt this year was 790 quarters (say 800) or 
0400 bushels. This quantity mii^ht be produced from the barley 
wheat, which is undoubtedly the very best for malting. (Register 
for March, 1812, page 4.) Supposing bushels to be the ave- 
rage produce from an acre, 100 acres would aimuaTIy supply the 
breweries. It may theiefore be inferred that 0 or 700 acres in 
the cultivation of corn, would render the i\nport of wheat and 
malt almost unnecessary, and the landholders might not ordy by 
this means retain among them the sums that are annually sent to 
England for flour and malt — but they might also derive ample 
sustenance for their cattle. The fodder of straw from the 700 
acres, may be rated at twelve’hundred tons. 'J’his added to occa- 
sional green crops of fodder, which, (after two months from sow- 
ing the seed), would yield from 12 to 14^ tons an acre, (Register* 
for April 1812, page 4) would place the proprietors of cattle be- 
yoiul all risk, when the grass lands are bare ami parched by the 
sun’s heat. 

Now supposing the wheat to be, at first, sold at Od. per pound, 
or 15 shillings a bushel, t and that 900,000 pounds is the annual 
quantity required, the value would amount to X'l 1,250 0 0 

C400 bushels of barley wheat when malted, if ) ^ 

sold at 12.V. a bushel, would be - - 3 ’ 

And, 1200 tons of straw, at - - 2,400 0 0 

XI 7490 0 0 

As the St. Helena beer is in high estimation at the Cape of 

* Tlie experiment referred to was witli Cape oats. 

t After the first three years of cultivation, the island price should keep pace witJi 'he 
London market. 
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Good Hope, it may l)e presumed the demands for it will yet in- 
crease. The farmer.s of St, Helena might therefore, by means of 
indnstrions Iiabits, and a propercour.se of husbandry, .obtain from 
these new .sources, a return equivalent to 17,000 pound.s sterling 
annually from one crop, exclusive of what they derive from their 
cattle, and potatoes, and other articles of farm produce, b^om 
this concise' view of our home consumption, and the prospect of 
export, it must be obvious, that no farmers in the world can pos- 
sibly have a stronger incitement to exertion, than those of St. 
Helena; for they are at all times, assured of a ready .sale, and 
even more than a rea.sonable price, for all their products. If then 
they would only strive to be purvej^ors to the [)opulation, instead 
of allowing the whole to be buyers, of flour, malt, pork, &c., 
imported here, it requires no uncommon degree of penetration to 
discover that a vast improvement would soon take place in their 
condition.* 

^J’o these objects I would therefore re< onimend the capital and 
industry of the island being employed. Some per.sons here may 
po.ssibly consider that the plans recominende<l are iqmn too grand 
a scale ; but 1 will ask them. What are 700 acres of cultivation 
in the hands of a. few English farmers ? — I^ord Karnes, in his 
“ Gentleman Fanner," has stated, (in page 202) “ I will venture 
to say that in most soils, fifty acres of corn may be commanded 
by a single plough ; provided the crops be distributed through 
the year, to aftbrd time for managing all of them with the same 
men and cattle." According to this estimate, which I believe is 
generally admitted to be correct, in England ami Scotland, the 

* It is true that flour and malt can be conveniently imported from other countries; 
but surely it is 'in object of the first importance to promote the prosperity of the land- 
holders. Tliis can never be effected whilst all their scanty earnings are expended on 
foreign produce. Such lias bcen^ and is, the practice at St. Helena. 
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whole proposed extent of cultivation on the island of St. Helena, 
and from which so many advantages might be obtained, could 
easily be managed by fourteen ploughs or fourteen petty far- 
mers; thaf is, if they confine themselves to one crop only in 
the* year. 

I would not however propose that any one should, at first, 
attempt the cultivation of 50 acres. I would have all to do a 
little — to feel their way — and to proceed gradually, according to 
the extent of their means. In this, there can be no hazardous 
speculation ; and as there are between 60 and 70 landholders, 
and above 200 blacks attached to the farms* — surely among these 
collectively, the 700 acres proposed would require no very extra- 
ordinary degree of exertion. 

For carrying into effect the plans I have here recommended, 
there is a sufficient number of horses, and -many cattle, that usu- 
ally remain idle on the pastures. These might so«>n be trained, 
as well as the slaves, to the several purposes of liusbandry. Those 
who liave only small patches of land might use the spade, or hire a 
plough, as suggested by Sir J.ohn Sinclair in bis paper on Cottages. 
Others who have a greater extent of land might begin with only 
8 or 10 acres of their choicest land. In both cases the new lands 
should be inclosed with good fences, the pro(;ess of paring and 
burning adopted, and after the soil has been well cleaned and pul- 
verized, there should be two or three successive crops of potatoes 
taken ; and, at the time the new lanris are under this manage- 
ment, I would recommend, that the present old potatoe grounds 

• 

should he ploughed, and sown with barley w heat, or Cape barley 
or oats, in the proportion of two bushels per acre for the first crop 
— this would yield a weighty produce of green fodder, which 

♦ In addition to these, (lie farmers can hire Chinese labourers from the Cornjmii)’ s 
( sUiblishment, at two shillings per day. 

s 
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would keep the working cattle in good condition, and furnish 
some portion of manure for those lands, that have been exhausted 
l)y a long succession of incessant cropping. 

The second barley wheat crop should be raised with a view to 
malt for the breweries : and finally, these old potatoe grounds 
might be brought into a condition fit for crops of wheat, provided 
attention be paid to making manure, by collecting all the cattle 
of the farms at night into an inclosure, and feeding them with 
the green-fodder crops. 

By such means the landholders might put into their own 
pockets those large sums that are now expended for the purchase 
of flour and grain ; and, in the course of a few years, they would 
undoubtedly become more affluent than they can ever expect to 
beif they c onfine themselves to the comparatively limited demands 
of the shipping. They would also derive an inward satisfaction 
in thus being obedient to the Honourable Company, and in con- 
tributing to the general good of the island, and to the comfort of 
all other classes of the community; they would, moreover, prove 
themselves deserving of the favours and indulgence of the lords 
proprietors ; which they and their families have invariably received 
at their hands. 

Although a due consideration of all those advantages (which I 
have no doubt are attainable from the extension of agriculture) 
will, I trust, excite a considerable degree of emulation and exer- 
tion, yet it is my intention to recommend that certain premiums, 
or prizes, should, be given to those who shall first distinguish 
themselves as able cultivators. And with a view of animating 
their exertions, 1 mean to propose that there be six classes of 
merit. The first prize to be given to him who shall have broken 
up tlie largest portion of uncultivated land, or delivered into the 
Company’s granary, in James’s Town, the greatest quantity of 
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barley wheat ; because this is a corn that can be most easily raised. 
The other prizes to be allotted in gradation according to the 
respective .proportions of newly cultivated land and of corn deli- 
vered : but no person should be entitled to any prize who shall not 
have broken up five acres of uncultivated land, and delivered not 
less than two hundred bushels of corn, the produce of his farm. 

1 shall further recommend that the first si.x candidates for 
prizes within the first twelve months from this date, in addition 
to honorary prizes, should receive a remuneration equivalent to 
the original cost of one plough and a pair of harrows. 

No expensive buildings would be required for the proposed 
improvements, because the corn could be received into the Com- 
pany’s granaries in James’s Town, or deposited Hi a small building 
appropriated, or erected for the purpose at each farm, imme- 
diately after it has been thrashed and cleaned. These operations 
might be performed in the open fields, a practice which is usual 
in India and in Egypt, and even in the colder regions in the 
North of Europe.* 

But the advantages whicfi the landholders would derive from 
the appropriation of 7(M) acres to the culture of corn, would very 
far exceed what has been stated. It must be recollected that the 
St. Helena lands produce ttvo crops a year, consequently, the 
wheat and barley grounds might yield, annually, a second croip, 
either of potatoes, mangel wurzel, cabbages, beans, or turnips, 
and the like ; or of green fodder from corn, or from maize ; or 
even, in some instances, a second crop of barley and oats, for 
grain ; so that it seems possible to supply the proposed quantities 
of flour and barley wheat by means of less than 700 acres — and, 
therefore, it may be reasonably supposed that between 4 and 500 
acres of corn land, would be found sufficient, and the other two 

■ * Vide, Section III. 



132 TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 

hundred acres would yield a sufficiency of potatoes and other 
esculents. After a spirit for cultivation has been once excited, I 
have no doubt it would rapidly increase, and be carried.far beyond 
the scale I have here suggested. 

1 must however remark that if two crops a year are taken from 
the proposed 700 acres of cultivation at St. Helena, they will 
require nearly double the number of ploughs and labour, that 
they would in England — that is 28 ploughs, instead of 14. 

Hence it seems, that if 700 acres were constantly cultivated 
with corn, they might produce, annually, more wheat and barley 
than would be immediately wanted for the island consumption. 
Part of the* second crops, or green crops, if given to cattle and 
sheep, would sodh augment the island flocks ;• and the number 
of hogs that might be reared by means of those crops, for sup- 
plying the garrison occasionally with fresh pork, would be im- 


Several pcrsonB, in England, appear to have entertained doubts as to the propriety 
of breaking up much land on this island, from an apprehension it would interfere with 
the grand object of raising stock for the supply and refreshment of the shipping : but so 
far from lessening the supplies, either of cattle or vegetables, I trust, I have distinctly 
proved that it would be the best possible means of increasing them. 

There is another erroneous notion regarding St» Helena: rats,” it is said, are so 
numerous and destructive that it would be wholly impossible to raise corn.” This mis- 
take has evidently originated in the fate of a few square rods of corn ; which had been 
the utmost extent of former triuLs, So small a quantity, growing near the abodes of these 
animals, would soon be devoured in any country : but where several acres of corn have been 
cultivated on this island, even the lirst crop did not suffer more than it would have done 
near the homestall of an English farmer. The succeeding crop sustained no injury wliat- 
ever: for, at the time of reaping the first crop, care was taken to destroy every rat that 
had burrowed — the number was one hundred and twenty — and tlie consequence was, that 
when the second crop was cut down, only three rats were found in a field of six acres. 
In the same manner the Plantation-house garden, of seven acres, has been effectually 
cleared of rats. Four years ago they were extremely troublesome; but during the last 
two years they have been wholly extirpated. 
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niense, compared with what it now is. The Company have 
agreed to purcliase it at the rate of one shilling per pound : so 
that for ponk, there would be no want of a ready sale. Besides, 
by the rearing of these useful animals, together with stall-feeding 
of cattle, large quantities of excellent manure would soon be ob- 
tained, by which, even the poorer lands might be brought into 
a state of improvement, fit for the purpose of raisiilg wheat. I 
liave, indeed, already had some exceeding fine specimens of this 
corn, cultivated in good land, without manure. In short, proofs 
are not wanting to establish, in the clearest manner, the certainty 
of success : but, a total change of husbandry, and a proper appli- 
cation of our manual labour, and of the muscular strength of ani- 
mals, are absolutely necessary. By such means, I am confident, 
that in the course of a few years, there would be effected a change 
in the value of this island, which would fee highly beneficial to 
the interests of the Company as well as individuals. It might 
lead to the most important consequences ; particularly if it should 
be deemed expedient to convert St. Helena into a depot, or mart, 
for Indian and China produce, a plan that has been more than 
once suggested. 


20th Auf^ust, 1812 . 
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SECTION XX. 


On Transplanting Whcat^further Remarks on Grubs — and on Barley 

iflieat. 


On the 7th' of July 1812, two acres at Plantation-house were 
sown broad cast with nine pecks of barley wheat, which were 
ploughed in, but not harrowed. Although this is the sixth crop 
from this land, since it was broken up, without using any ma- 
nure, the barley wheat became so extremely thick, in seven 
weeks after sowing, that it was apprehended, the crop might be 
lost unless it were thinned. Mr. Breame, an experienced farmer 
from Norfolk, and indeed every other person who has viewed it, 
declares he never beheld so exuberant a specimen of corn. All 
agree it ought to be thinned — and various modes have been 
proposed. 

That which I have preferred is one I can pursue with confi- 
dence, as it is the same I adopted in the year 1809, with some 
wheat that became too thick and exuberant in the spot where it 
was sown. As the process which was then used, differs, I believe, 
in some respects from the practice in Europe, and particularly in 
the age and size of the transplanted corn, T shall here transcribe 
the notices I have retained of the crop alluded to. 

1809, Nov. 9.— Sowed a small parcel of wheat received from 
Van Dieman’s land. 

1809, Dec. 20. — At this time it was grown 12 to 18 inches high, 
and so extremely thick and exuberant, that it becomes necessary 
to thin it. Two beds were this day prepared, each measuring 
two rods in length, and half a rod in breadth. In No. 1, whole 
tufts, the produce of one grain, as drawn from the seed bed, were 
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dibbled : the rows one foot asunder ; the plants 9 inches distant 
in the rows. In the same manner half tufts were dibbled in No, 2. 
The leaves of the plants of both were cut olF 3 or 4 inches above 
the roots, previously to their being dibbled in the beds. 

IS’lO, January 12th.— The half tufts in No. 2 have withered 
and died. The whole tufts in No. 1, as well as those in the seed 
bed, are in a most flourishing condition. 

January 25th. — In the seed bed a good many ears appear — 
the transplanted wheat a little backward, but very strong, not- 
withstanding a long absence of rain. 

February 5th.— Some of the transplanted wheat is now in ear 
— i. e. 89 days from the seed. 

February 11th. — In the seed bed all in ear — There are two 
sorts, one is short-headed, without beard, 33 inches high — the 
other sort with long ears, measures 44 inches high. In No. 1, 
only half a dozen ears have as yet appeared. 

February 28th. — The wheat in the transplanted bed and seed 
bed, is all in ear — this is 112 days from sowing the seed. 

March 6th. — The ears of both beds are now well filled. Trans- 
planted corn rather more backward than the seed bed. 

March 21st. — The transplanted bed still greenish. The corn 
in the seed bed was cut down two days ago, fully ripe : ears well 
filled : it has been 4 months and 10 days in the soil. 

April 1st. — Examined the transplanted bed. The short headed 
wheat without beard is the most exuberant. Taking 4 plants of 
this sort indiscriminately, the pumbei of ears produced fiom 
each seed were these : 

No. 1 - - 24 ears. 

2 - - 29 ditto. 

3 - - 32 ditto. 

4 - - 58 ditto. 
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April lltli. — Gathered some fine specimens from the trans- 
planted wheat, and sent them to England. Their growth was 
5 months and 2 days from the seed. 

I regret having omitted to notice tlie average number of grains 
produced from a single grain. I intended the transplanted bed 
should have determined the produce per acre— but having suf- 
fered a good, deal from Canary birds, this was prevented. I .shall 
therefore only add, that the transplanted specimen, before it was 
attacked by birds, had as fine an appearance as any crop of wheat 
I ever beheld. This success, although upon a suiall scale, mo.st 
unequivocally proves that St. Helena is capable of producing 
wheat of excellent quality. In several other printed papers I have 
akso shewn, that the culture of wheat, as well as of other corn, 
may be extended even to more than the present population can 
possibly consume. 

A paper I have seen on the subject of transplanting wheat, by 
Mr, John Ainsworth, of Glen, recommends the practice as one of 
the best means of providing against a scarcity of this necessary 
of life. The saving of seed is undoubtedly a considerable advan- 
tage, since it is stated that half a peck sown in a seed bed, would 
furnish plants for an acre. Besides this saving of seed, there are 
in England some other advantages pointed out ; but as they do 
not apply to the more temperate climate of St. Helena, it is unne- 
cessary to notice them. Upon the whole, however, it .seems that 
this excellent mode of culture is deserving more attention in 
England, than has hitlicrto been paid to it. 

In India and China, transplanting is the common practice. 
Seed beds of rice are thickly sown for the purpose of furnishing 
plants for the lands. The young plants are deemed sufficiently 
strong for transplanting in 30 days : even until 60 days they con- 
tinue fit to be removed. It will be seen by the foregoing wheat 
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experiment, that the plants removed from the seed bed, had been 
24 days in the j^round — they were strong, and from 12 to 18 inches 
high. This mode possesses several very material advantages, 
which appear to have escaped the observation of those who have 
treated on the subject'. 

J3y sowing the seed-bed at the proper season, which may be 
from a month to seven weeks before tlie period of traftsplanting, a 
farmer may crop many acres of land that otherwise he might not 
have had leisure to |)repare before the season for sowing had 
passed. 1 1 is transplanted crop would not be more than three w'eeks 
behind that which w'as sown. In new land too, where the grub 
might be destru<;tive to young and tender plants, whose sweet 
milky matter is their favourite food, a first crop of transplanted 
corn inigiit |je put in, without much risk ; because these older 
]>1ants liaving larger stems and roots, and harsher juices, are, I 
conceive, far less nourishing to the young grub ; and are also 
le.ss liable to the depredations of those of larger size. At all 
events, the labour of those in.sects, in destroying a croj) well 
advanced, would evidently b’e many fold greater than for one that 
is attacked at the time the corn begins to sprout. 

1'hese are matters that will soon be decided ; for I have at pre- 
sent, a crop of young barley wheat (now five inches high) ad- 
joining some that has been transplanted. If the former should 
sull'er, and tlie latter escape injury from the grub, it would e.s- 
tablish a very important point in farming : for by the transplant- 
ing mode, a first crop of barley, wheat (or other corn) might be 
taken from newly broken up land, which, if dibbled close, would 
give a large quantity of green fodder, or even of <‘orn, whilst its 
shading the land from the sun’s heat might prevent the hatching 
of eggs that may remain in the soil.* 

* At Long Wood the jjrubs lately commenced their depredations on tlie edge of a 
Ijarlcy wheat crop which was well grown, and cov’cred the field. But whether it is that 

T 
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The barley wheal, sown on tlie 7th oC July, was begun to be 
transjJantecI on the 25th of August : that is days alter sowing. 
The whole of the two acres was, at this time, so extremely thick, 
that plants for many acres might have been well spared ; whilst 
the thinning of this large seed bed will, no doubt, niake it more 
productive of corn. Alleys, in breadth al)out 15 inches, have 
been openedi in parallel lines six feet asnnder. These alleys admit 
air through the crop, and furnish numerous plants ; they also 
form the paths for tlie men to enter, and thin the intermediate 
beds ; which is thus done without trampling the corn. 

About four acres have been already transplanted.* The|)lants 
are remarkably fine, measuring J8 to 24 indies high, exclusive of 
the root: each plant is the produce of one seed. Some were cut 
at 6 inches aliove the root ; and others at 9 inches ; tliat is, just 
beyond the spindle; according to their size. I conceive tliat 
presenting in this manner open tubes to the atmospheric air and 
moisture and dews, will be advantageous, by admitting thes< 
internally to the roots, which might be |>revented in some mea- 
sure, if the entire plants were set. These, at the extremities, are 
apt to wither and dry, and consequently become less tit for 
imbibing moisture ; which, at any rate, could only be received 
externally on the leaves. The best of these two modes will also 
be soon ascertained, as several hundred plants have been set out 
in the state they were «lrawn from the seed bed ; this will afford 
a comparative experiment. 


the roots and stems, wlien strong, do not yield the proper nourisliment ; or tliat it is 
noxious to these insects to be deprived of the sun's warmth, and enveloped in damp and 
moisture at the roofs of green corn, the fact is, all that entered, only a few yards, were 
found dead. 

* 'I ransplantcd wheat, at St. Helena, will not sueeeed, unless the season be wet for 
fome time alter the plants arc set out; and long continuance of very dry weather proved 
(atal to this crop. 
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Another mode of cultivating corn has been suggested l)y the 
exuberance of iny pres^ crop of barley wheat. It seems to me, 
that it is possible, at St. Helena, to raise a double crop on the 
same field ; that is, one of green fodder, the other of corn. This 
may be accomplished by leaping (at six or seven weeks growth) 
the green crop in parallel alleys. If the.«e alleys are two feet wide, 
and six feet apart, and are <*rossed liy others at right angles 18 
feet asunder, they would form beds, 6 feet by 18 ; or of 108 
square feet. Thus a current of air would be admitted all around 
and through these beds, by which the growth of the corn might be 
promoted sufficiently without thinning. 7’he effect of this mode is 
to be aseertuiiied by the barley wheat sown on the 7th of July last. 

That hu rley wheat is a crop of great importance in St. Helena, 
I have clearly demonstrated in .several of the St. Helena Registers; 
and that it might be of infinite utility in 'the United Kingdoms, 
by keejiing down the high price of bread, appears to me very 
possible. It is as easy to grim! and make it into meal as wheat 
itself; and if this meal were mixed with one lialf, or a third of 
wlieateu Hour, it is likely it* would make a pleasant and whole- 
some bread. 

When, to these circumstances arc added, that 60 bushels can 
be obtained. from one bushel sown on an acre ; that it will grow 
on lands (without manure) of very inferior fertility to those re- 
quiied for wlieat crops ; and also that it yields the finest sort of 
malt, it seems truly surprising tliat a grain so valuable, in many 
respects, .should have been hitherto so very little noticed in 
England. 

'I'he only accounts I have as yet read of it, are by Warren 
Hastings, Esq. ;* by Mr. C. W. Paget ;t and by R. Flower, of 

* Retrospect of Discoveries, No. 25. 
t Agricultural Magazine, No. 31). Retrospect, No. 26‘. 
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Marsden, Herts.* All these agree in pointing it out as a corn 
most worthy of attention. I shall postm^ne offering any further 
observations until the experiments now in process are completed. 
These regard the different modes of culture : the making the 
meal into cakes, and loaves, and the sort of bread it may pro- 
duce, when mixed with certain proportions of wheaten flour. 

I4th September i 1812. 

• llclrospccl. No. SI . 
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SECTION XXI. 


On Tarracing hands, and preparing the Sides of Hills for Cultivation. 

The Chinese form the sides of their hills into terraces before 
they briiij;? them into cultivation. The same practice obtains in 
other countries. At the island of Madeiraj many of the vine- 
yards occupy terraces, of this sort, from the summit to the base 
of mountains, where the declivities are equally abrupt as the 
eastern side of Ladder Hill. 

Sir George Staunton, in his. Account of the Embassy to China, 
describes those terraces in the following words ; — 

“ Throughout this short land journey, and far from all great 
roads, not a mile was travelled without a village ; nor a spot 
observed, except mere rocks, or perpendicular heiglits, that was 
not under cultivation. Tl»p villages were not surrounded by 
walls, but were adorned with handsome gateways at their ex- 
tremities. The rocky places appear to have been denuded of the 
earth which had covered them formerly, in order to place it on 
a surface where it might become more conveniently a medium 
for the nutriment of plants. Where the face of the hill or moun_ 
tain is not nearly j)erpeudicular to the level surface of the earth, 
the .slope is converted into a number of terraces one above another, 
ea(di of which is supported by mounds of stone. By this manage- 
inent it is not uncommon to see the whole face of a mountain 
completely cultivated to the summit. These stages are not con- 
fined to the culture of any particular vegetable. Pulse, grain, 
yams, sweet potatoes, onions, carrots, turnips, and a variety oi 
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Ollier culinary plants, are produced upon them. A reservoir is 
sunk in the top ot the mountain. The rain water collected in 
il, is conviyed by channels successively to the different ti rraces 
placed upon the mountain’s sides. In spots too rugged, barren, 
steep, or high for raising other plants, the camellia sesanqlia, 
and divers firs, particularly the larch, are cultivated with 
success. 

“ I’lie collection of manure is an object of so much attention 
with the Chinese, that a prodigious number of old men and 
women, as w'ell as of children, incapable ot much other labour, 
are constantly employed about the streets, |)ublic roads, banks of 
canals and rivers, with baskets tied before them, and holding in 
their hands small wooden rakes to pick up the dung of animals, 
and offals of any kind that may answer the purpose of manure ; 
but above every otherj except the dung of fowls, the Chinese 
farmers, like the liomans, according to the testimony of Columella, 
prefer soil, or that matter which is collected by nightinen in 
London, in the vicinity of which, it is, in fact, applied to the same 
uses ; as has already been alluded to in describing a visit to the 
Lo-wang peasant, in a former part of this w ork. This manure is 
mixed sparingly with a portion of stiff loamy earth, and formed 
into cakes, dried afterwards in the sun. In this state it sometimes 
becomes an object of commerce, and is sold to farmers, who 
never emj>loy it in a compact state. Their first care is to con- 
struct large cisterns for eonfaining, besides those cakes and dung 
of every kind, all sorts vd vegetable matter, as leaves, or roots, or 
stems of [dants, mud from the canals, ami offals of animals, even 
to the shavings collected by the barbers. With all these they 
mix as much animal water as can be collected, or of common 
water, as will dilute the whole ; and in this state, generally in 
the act of putrid fermentation, they apply it to the ploughed or 
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broken earth. In various parts of a farm, anil near paths and 
roads, lar^e earthen vessels are buried to the edge, in the ground, 
for the accoininodation of the labourer or passenger who may 
have oceasion to use them. In small retiring hou.ses, built also 
upon llie brink of roads, and in the neighbourhood of villages, 
reservoirs are constructed of compact materials to prevent the 
absorption of whatever they receive, and straw is carefully tlirovvu 
over the surface from time to time to stop the evaporation. And 
such a value is set upon the principal ingredient for manure, 
that the oldest and most heljiless persons are not deemed wholly 
useless to the family by which they are supported.” 

The Chine.se mode of terracing is, however, attendeij with great 
labour. It seems to me that the object of retaining the rains 
and moisture on the sides of sloping grounds, might be nearly 
as well attained by easier means. If land have only a moderate 
descent,* it may be ploughed uninterruptedly from the lower to 
the higher parts ; and if double furrows, or channels, were made 
OH lepel lines, at distances of 12 to 24 feet, (varying accord- 
ing to the declivity) tlie water might be intercepted as etfectually 
as by the more expensive mode of terracing. 44ie steeper the 
side of the hill, the nearer to each other should these furrows 
be made. 

On very steep hills, I would advise, instead of terraces, that 
belts of the sward or G feet in breadth) should be left at the 
time of preparing them for cultivation. These belts might be 
accurately marked out by a njason’s level, in a level direction, 
leaving spaces between them 12 to IG feet broad : which alone 
should be ploughed or trenched. 

By this method of preparation, not only might all the rain 

* In St. Helena, tlierc arc above 2(X10 acres, that might be as easily ploughed as .my 
lands in England. 
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water which falls within an incloswre be retained, but the soil 
would be prevented from sliding down ; which it is apt to do in 
very s1ee|) ])laces, when it is fully saturated with water. 

Those belts would also yield occasional cuttings ot grass for 
cattle, &c. ; so that, although the wliole field would not be in 
cultivation, yet no parf would be useless. 

Whoever Iras attentively observed the tlifference between a crop 
at the upper and lower parts of a sloping field, must be convinceil 
of the advantage of retaining throughout an equable portion of 
inoistun>. The upper jiart is abvays poor; because it has been 
dejnived of moisture, by the natural tendency of water to de- 
si^ond : on the contrary, the lower part is the most exuberant, as 
it becomes the repository of almost all the rain that falls within 
the inclosure. This fact may be qierceived in several parts of 
this island : and it might be further exemplified by an easy 
experiment. 

Let any one cultivate a square rod on the natural slope of a 
hill, and let him take another square rod adjoining, and make it 
perfectly level, plant them both in the same manner with pota- 
toes, or corn : and it will be found the level spot will be infinitely 
superior in produce. 

In regard to manuring, a great deal might be done without too 
servile an imitation of the Chinese practices. Manure, indeed, is 
de.serving all possible attention : because it is the best means of 
ensuring good crojis ; and of obtaining, proportionally, a larger 
profit from the labour bestowed iii cultivation. ' 

I hope these observations maybe .serviceable to those at present 
engaged in breaking up the new lands. 1 cannot, however, con- 
clude! them without strongly recommending, that where the 
terracing mode is not adopted, furrows, or belts, should never be 
omitted : no field, upon a sloping surface, can. properly be culti- 
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vated without one or the other : but as I have before observed, 
they must be carefully made upon perfectly horizontal lines ; 
for if these furrows or belts, were to deviate from a true level, 
they would operate as drains and carry off the water : and thereby 
defeat the very purpose for which they are intended. 

24Lth September, 1812. 


U 



14C 


TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


SECTION XXII. 

Useful Notices on Husbandry at St. Helena — Crops liable to Attachs erf 
Caterpillars and Aphides — Crops not liable to Injury from those Insects 
— Lord Bacon's Idea of the Generation of Caterpillars apparently sub- 
stantiated — Method tried to prevent their Generation — the Haulm of 
Potatoes suggested as an auxiliary Food for ('attic — Experiments to 
determine the Produce of Cos Lettuce — yields, in three Months from 
the Period of Sowing, about l-”> Tons pter Acre — an excellent Food 
for Hogs. 

It is an essential part of husbandry, to make (choice of those 
crops that can be most advantageously raised in the country where 
it is practised. Almost every kind of esculent and grain may be 
cultivated here with facility and success ; and the returns, from 
the time of sowing the seed, are much more rapid than in coldci 
climates ; seldom exceeding from four to four months and a half. 
Some plants are, however, more liable than others to attacks of 
the caterpillar and aphides. Amongst these may be reckoned 
the potatoe, cabbage, turnip, mangel wurzel, and radish : but 
the potatoe rarely suffers so as materially to injure the crop ; yet 
the haulm, from this cause, and the present system of culture, is 
entirely lost to the fanner. 

Amongst the crops least liable to injury from those insects, are 
corn of all sorts ; kidney beans, carrots, and lettuces ; wherefore 
these are particularly deserving attention. 

In regard to the loss sustained in potatoe haulm, it seems to 
me, there is a very simple, and perhaps an advantageous mode 
of averting it. I have ob.served that caterpillars generally make 
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tlieir appearance at a certain stage of the growth of tlie plants, 
which seldom happens until they have been some time in blossom ; 
and probably the generation of those insects, as supposed by Lord 
Bacon,* may take place at the time when a certain, yet invisible, 
change has operated in the leaves of the haulm ; that is, when 
they begin to have a tendency to putrefaction. This opinion 
seems to be strengthened by recent observation ; for, accidentally, 
1 had a small patcli of potatoes in the Plantation-house garden, 
considerably more advanced in growth than a crop which closely 
surrounded it; afid I observed the haulm of this patch was swarm- 
ing with caterpillars, and the whole was soon after destroyed, 
whilst the adjoining younger plants were wholly untouched ; nor 
were these attacked until about a fortnight afterwards, when 
they had arrived at a more advanced state of growth. 

It seems to me that the generation of tlie caterpillar may be 
prevented by keeping the haulm in a young and tender state ; 
and this can readily be done by cutting it down after it has been 
some time in blossom. If this cutting were to commence at about 
.9 or 10 weeks growth,! and to continue for a fortnight, the 
[>otatoe farmer would secure about four or five tons per acre of 
green fodder for his cattle, which would well repay any small 
ditlerence there might be in the produce of the potatoes. I have, 
indeed, good reason to believe that this diflerence would be far 


♦ Lord Bacon observes, the caterpillar is one of the most general of worms, and 
hreedeth of dew and leaves : they breed in^the spring chiefly, because then there is both 
dew and leaf. And they breed commonly when tlie east winds have much blown ; the 
cause whereof is, the dryness of that wind ; for to all vivification upon putrilaetion, it is 
requisite the matter be not too moist. Caterpillars, both the greatest and the most, breed 
upon cabbage.s, which have a fat leaf, and apt to putrify.*' 

t A surer guide is to cut the haulm about ten days after it has blossomed : red blossoms 
appear in 10 or 12 weeks ; and the white in 7 or 8 weeks after planting. 
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less than in England ; owing to the almost unceasing powers of 
vegetation which are observable in this climate. It is probably 
from this cause, that the gooseberry, the currant, and some other 
shrubs become evergreens, and bear no fruit. If th«n, in these, 
we observe so great a change in the process of nature, it is at least 
probable that similar changes may take place, although not pfer- 
ceptibly, in other vegetable productions. 

I have not yet completed my experiments upon the effect of 
cutting potatoe haulm ; but so confident of success do I feel, from 
(he observations I have already made, that 1 mean to adopt tlie 
practice upon a crop of two acres allotted expressly for the pur- 
pose. My former trials were indeed imperfect, on account of 
cutting the haulm within a field of potatoes, so that when the 
uncut haulm w.'is attacked and devoured, the caterj)illars ualurally 
crawled to the young and tender sproutings of the cut haulm, and 
eat them off as fast as they appeared. 

That the cut haulm will reproduce leaves I have frecjueutly 
ascertained. The following are some notices I have retained of a 
small experiment : but, the comparative produce of potatoes from 
the uncut and cut haulm was accidentally omitted. 

On the 12th of February, 1809, the potatoes were planted. On 
the 4th of April, whilst in blossom, a square rod was mowed. It 
yielded 67^ pounds of fine tender haulm, which is at the rate of 
10,800 pounds, or 4~ tons per acre. The haulm of the ad joining 
crop was left uncut. 1 observed on the 28th of April, the uncut 
haulm li ad become lu oWnisb, and was much eaten by caterpillars, 
whilst the haulm that was cut, (having reproduced leaves) was of 
a fine green. The last notice I took of this experiment was on 
the 14th of May, when the cut continued in green leaf, that is, 
40 days after it had been mowed. This is sufficient to prove that 
the powers of vegetation do continue in this climate long after 
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llie haulm is cut : and if further trials should fully confirm what 
is here related, the discovery of a new mode of culture would be 
of infinite ^advantage, because the potatoe haulm, hitherto lost to 
th(i farmer, w'ould become valuable as a food for cattle and hogs ; 
and would consequently be of great service when the pastures are 
low ; and would also give him the means of enriching his lands 
with large quantities of valuable manure, which might be made 
by consuming the haulm either as food or litter (or both) in his 
farm yard.* 

Lettuce is an’ esculent which I have never observed here to be 
injured by the caterpillar or aphides. Its growth is quick, and it 
may, 1 believe, be raised at all seasons. 1 lately ascertained its 
produce per acre : which proves it might be a valuable acquisi- 
tion to the hoggery, and an auxiliary food for cattle. The cir- 
cumstances of the crop alluded to are as follows : 

On the Idth of August, last, a seed bed was sown with cos 
lettuce, received from the Cape of Good Hope. It was trans- 
, planted on the 28th of September, at the distance of 15 inches 
from jdant to plant. On the 13th of November, although well 
grown, the plants did not entirely cover the soil, wherefore, they 
might ailinit of being set nearer to each other, that is, at one foot 
asurnier. In this case an acre would contain 43,5(50 plants. 
Twenty plants cut close to the roots on the 13th of November, 
yielded 1(5 pounds of excellent fodder ; consequently an acre 
would produce 34,848 pounds, or about 15 tons. It is proliable 
it might even exceed this quantity, and that the average weight 
of full grown plants might be one pound in. three months from 


^ Rating the present potatou grounds at one hundud and fifty acres, and the produce 
of liaultn at I ions per acre, this would be 6‘()0 tons of green fodder from one crop, or 
1/JOO tons from tlie two crops in the year. The practice here suggested, will, I trust, 
attract the attention of the landholders. 
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sowing the seed : for two of the largest plants having been selected, 
one weighed one pound and six ounces, and tlie other one 
pound. 

In the annexed paper on the use of hay tea, the hog feeders 
will derive much valuable inforination ; and 1 very strongly re- 
eoinniend their attention to lettuce crops, as I am confident they 
will find (hern equal, if not superior, to any other in feeding sows 
and pigs, and jrartienlarly during the summer months. 

Mr. Arthur Young informs us, in his Calendar of Husbandry, 
that he first observed the sowing of lettuces for hogs, practised 
in a pretty regular system on the farm of a very intelligent cul- 
tival«»r (not 'at all a whimsical man) in Sussex. He had, every 
year, an acre or two, which aflorded a great quantity of very 
valuable food for his sows and pigs.” He adds, that “ it yields 
iirilk amply, and all fiorts of swine are fond of it.” And he thinks 
that“ the economical farmer, who keeps many hogs, should take 
care to have asucce.ssion of crops for these animals, that his carts 
may not be for ever on the road for purchased grains, or his 
granary open for corn, oftener than is llecessar 3 ^” These obser- 
vations may well be applied to this island, where grain is dear, 
and where the carriage to the interior is difticult, being upon an 
ascent of 5 or 600 yards from James’s Town. 

It gives me peculiar satisfaction to oKserve that my endeavours 
to promote tho prosperity of this .settlement, by publishing the 
results of cxperimenis, and by communicating every useful tract 
I find, on subjects (connected with- the important »)bjects I have 
had in view, have not been fruitless : at this moment a spirit of 
improvement in husbandry is clearly manifested in all parts of 
the island, and the happy consequences resulting from it are 
already felt in a degree that scarcely could have been credited 
by tlio.se who, not unnaturally, were averse -to new practices. 
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What has already been effected, merely by the extended culture 
of potatoes, and by some most exuberant specimens of corn, are 
sufficient to prove the surprising change that will soon be pro- 
duced in the value of this long neglected island ; a change which 
will be not less beneficial to the lord’s proprietors than to the 
landholders, and all other classes of the community. 

It is also with gratification 1 observe, at the Gape of Good Hope, 
the same energies, and the same pursuits, carrying on under the 
auspices of his Excellency Sir John Cradoqk. His observations 
upon the importance of agriculture, and upon its slow progress 
in that colony, are so truly applicable to St. Helena, that 1 shall 
conclude this jiaper with an Extract from a Government adver- 
tisement (in the Cape ’Town Gazette) dated the 17th of October, 
1812, This paj)er contains sentiments exactly similar to those 
that were cominuni<!ated in the St. Helena Register for October, 
1812, in an Extract entitled “ On the Cultivation of the Soil.” 
This coincidence, as to the time of publishing, is not less remark- 
,able, than the coincidence of the subjects ; that two neighbouring 
colonies, remote (ioui the rnotlier country, which have been so 
long occupied wiihout having made the smallest advances in the 
arts of husbandry, should, at the very same time, be roused from 
inactivity to’ useful and laudable exertion. 

In the advertisement referred to, Sir John Cradock makes the 
following observations. 

“ It is now established on the authority of the most eminent 
and enlightened men who have written upon the subject, that 
agriculture forms the true basis of the Wealth of Nations ; and 
that commerce and manufactures, although powerful auxiliaries, 
are considerations of secondary importance. Agriculture too, 
or the cultivation of soil, is naturally the primary object of all 
emigrations from civilized nations to foreign countries: and such 
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productions are most cultivated as experience may point out to 
be most congen al to the climate and soil. 

“ When it comes to lie considered, the number of years that 
this colony has been possessed by an enlightened and industrious 
nation, it is a matter of surprise that the progress in agricultural 
pursuits has not been more rapid. This ohservation is plain to 
every understanding capable of considering the inadequate pro- 
portion which the increase of cultivation bears to that of the 
population of the settlement. 

“ His Excellency, with a lively sense of this growing evil, 
and an ardent desire to lend his full support and countenance 
to the support of agriculture, as well as the improvement of 
cattle of every description — objects so highly essential to the 
permanent welfare of this valuable and growing Colony, judges 
it expedient to re-organize the Board of Agriculture ; and is 
pleased to accept the resignation of the gentlemen hereafter 
named, (members of the late board), who for the reasons they 
have severally assigned, cannot adbrd such portion of their time, 
as becomes necessary to give efficiency to the institution, and em- 
brace the various objects which must at least for some time, com- 
mand the attention of the board.” 

“ His Excellency has therefore taken upon himself, the Pre- 
sidency of the Board of yVgriculture.” 

These judicious sentiments ought to serve as a farther proof to 
our cultivators, and to convince them that the change which has 
happily been effected here, is conformable to what is universally 
admitted as the true basis of the Wealth of Nations. It has been 
well observed in an able Essay on the Spirit of Legislation, 
“ that without agriculture, which is the base of the prosperity 
and power of the state, there can be neither commerce nor 
manufacture. It is to agriculture that we ought ever to attend 



TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


158 


as the most important point. She furnishes nourishment, fuel, 
clothing, ami the first materials for every thing. Pojmlation 
is created by agriculture, which gives subsistence to all without 
exception — to the farmer and the workman, as well as to the 
merchant.” 

20th November, 1812. 


On the Use of Hay Tea in feeding Hogs. 

The use of hay-tea, in the feeding of hogs, has been, attempted 
by M r. Saunders, of Stroud, Gloucestershire, with much success, 
lie was led to the use of this liquid, from considering its effects 
in weaning calves. In his experiments, as stated in the Agricul- 
tural Magazine, the sorts ofhay made use of, were clover, sainfoin, 
and lucern ;* and he thickened the tea or wash indiscriminately, 
with eitlieV grains, or bran, or pollard, or any kind of meal, or 
boiled cabbages, or boiled potatoes (carrots, though excellent, he 
had none ;) sometimes adding two or more of these articles, as his 
stock of either most enabled him. And he had the greatest 
satisfaction tq find, that he made a single sack of boiled potatoes, 
when mixed with wash, and without any other ingredient, go as 
far as four or five sacks, (though boiled) when he gave them to 
the pigs alone ; and the expense of the wash thickened with 
potatoes, is considerably lower than yjotatoes alone. With the 
view of showing the practicability of prosecuting the plan indi- 
vidually upon a larger scale, he gradually increased his .stock to 
upwards of four hundred ; and in the course of his experiments, 

• The wire-grass has been used witli succes.s, at Long Wood, in rearing calves: and 
appears equal to any other grass for the purpose recommended. K. 

X 
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he used nearly fifteen hundred hogsheads of the wash, consuming 
when his stock was at the highest, about five hogsheads daily. 
And, incredible as it may appear, he maintained them,. collectively, 
at the very low rate of one penny a head per day ; and in ex- 
cellent store order, and many of them fit for the butcher. It 
deserves particular attention, he .says, that, in a week or fortnight 
after he had commenced his experiments, the [ugs which he had 
before been feeding with potatoes alone, improved in tlieir coats, 
which from looking, coarse, assumed a gloss, and became fine and 
short ; a proof, surely, of the great nutrition of the food, and of 
its perfectly agreeing with pigs. 

“ Norisdt, says he, le.ss remarkable, that this voracious animal, 
though fed with this food but twice a day (which he pretcrs to 
oftener) would lie down contented for the remainder, provided he 
was well-ringed, and had a warm and dry jdace to shelter him- 
self under. 

“ And this he attributes to the following causes, besi<les tin* 
nutritive properties of the w'ash ; 

“ He found it benefi<;ial to store the boiled |)Otatoes in large 
casks (in which he conceives they would keep good above a 
twelvemonth) ami when they had remained in tbern some time, 
freed from the water they were boiled in, (which' is considered 
noxious) they not only w ent furtlier, but they generated a spirit ; 
and the wash being also, as he apprehends ofconsiderable strength, 
they disposed the aniinal to betake himself to rest from their 
soporific and intoxicating qualities ; a circumstance evidently 
conducive to his quicker growth. Nor can an objection be raised 
to this food when applied to the flesh of the animal. So far from 
possessing any pernicious c|uality, it communicates, perhaps, a 
richer and more delicate flavour to the pork and bacon than they 
receive when fed after the common mode’; and the butchers. 
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and others, not only eagerly purchaseil his pigs, but commonly 
remarked that they rapidly improved when put up to lattcn.” 

“ And hence,” says he, “ arises another most important con- 
sideration. 

* 

“ He is confident he could make one sack of meal, of whatever 
description, go as far as two sacks in the common mode of fat- 
tening. For, by gradually thickening the wash with meal, it 
forms, he thinks, the best introduction to the higher and last 
stages of fattening, both for pork and bacon ; .indeed that method 
should be followed throughout the process, using the wash instead 
ot water. The increased cjuantity of a cheap and highly nutritious 
food, thus administered, will satisfy the voracious habits of" this 
animal, and yield, he says, the greatest profit; and this alone 
would cause an immense aniiual saving of corn, which would 
tend to ensure plenty and cliea[)ness ; the grand desiderata in all 
exj»eriments. For the price of a commodity, in a great degree, 
depends on the relative quantity [)roduced, and the regular con- 
jyimption ; to lessen the consumption, therefore, diminishes the 
demand, and has the same effect as increasing the supply, which 
must necessarily cheapen the article.” 

And his calculations of the daily expenses of this mode of 
feeding, are the following : 

He observes, that “ clover, or sainfoin hay, at i;4..1d..4. per ton, 
is 4.V. Sd. per hundred, or ^d. per pound ; and that twenty pounds 
of either, well boiled, will make with the addition of the incor- 
porating ingredients, suflicient wash or food to maintain, through- 
out the day, fifty store pigs, from three months old, to an indefinite 
age upwards. 
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Estimation of daily Expenses of feeding fifty Store Pigs. 

-/v* S» c/. 

To potatoes, two bushels, (1201b. at 5s. per sack,) - 0 2 6 

To clover, or sainfoin bay, 201bs. (which will give 10 

quarts, or 2} gallons of liquid food to each pig) - 0 0 10 

To coal, ^ bushel, (at 6d. per bushel, average value) 0 0 3 

To attendance, boiling food, serving, &c - - 0 0 6 

Total 0 4 1 

This is Id. short of If/, a head per day. 


Again : 

Potatoes, i bushel, (601 bs.) - - - - 0 1 3 

Grains, 2 bushels, at 6f/. per bushel, - -010 

Clover, &c. - - - - - 0 0 10 

Attendance, - - - - - - 0 0 6 

Coal - - - - - - 0 0 3 


Total 0 3 10 

This is 4f/. .short of If/, a head. 

Or, 


Potatoes, I bushel - - - - 0 13 

Meal of any description (particularly oat-meal, as being 

the clieapest) or pollard - - - - - 014 

Clover - - - - - 00 10 

Coal - - - - - - 0 0 3 

Attendance, - - *- - -00 6 

Total 0 4 2 

This is exactly Id. per head. 


It is remarked that “ carrots, either raw or boiled, are excel- 
lent ; and these, with oatmeal and grains, would make a cheap 
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and good addition. And that tin* liay when j)ut into the furnace 
to boil, should be [)ut into a net, or a basket with a li<l to it, or 
in a tin kettle and <‘over, tilled w ith large holes, and the [lolatoes, 
(or carrots, &(;.) should be steamed over the tea, while gently 
boiling or simmering. This may easily be done, by fitting to the 
furnace, a vessel having a numiter ot holes, of the size of a 
common auger, bored through the l.ottom of it, sb as to allow 
the steam to pass tlirough the potatoes, with which the lessel is 
filled; and having a little moist <day, or a wet Hannel or cloth 
put circularly round the bottom, where it rests on the mouth of 
the furnace, so as to secure the steam from escaping. By this 
mode of steaming the potatoes, a considerable saving will be 
made in the article of coal. The potatoes should be but slightly 
steamed or boiled, and not reduced to a ])ulp,* and whilst hot 
should be trod or rammed in casks for future use. The bay, after 
boiling, may be dried, and perhaps offered to store cattle ; or else 
thrown to the pigs as litter, or, to aild to the dung heap. The 
wash should be carefully given to the pigs in a lukewarm state, 
and if meal, or pollard be added, it should be thrown into the 
tub, or cooler, immediately alter boiling the w ash, and well mixed 
together ; but steaming the meal, or pollard, and even the grains 
might be a -further improvement. The water where there is a 
suflicent fall, may be led info the furnace without any trouble 
whatever, by means of a leaden pipe ; or may be conveyed into 
the (uniace by a spout from the pump ; and tlie tea may be rlrawn 
ofl‘, through a cock into a cooler, which should be placed by the 
side of the furnace. To convey the w ash to the pigs he used an 

* 'I'lic steaming operation would, no doubt, be much facilitated by previously slicing 
the potatoes, by means of the potatoc cutters ; of which a few were lately received at this 
place, from England. K. 
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open barrel or lioj^sliead, sus|)ended upon a pair of shafts with 
wheels to it, drawn by a single horse. 

It is added, that “ in the estimates of the expense of maintain- 
ing the j>igs, it should be observed, that he has taken no credit 
for tlie article of manure ; and thus his pigs will make the farmer 
a present of their dung, as well as pay him a good price for their 
keej). Fifty 'strong stores, with a sufficient quantity of stubble, 
(which is frequently and very improperly, ploughed into the land) 
or carpenters’ shavings and saw-dust, or virgin earth, or sand, 
especially sea-sand, (where obtainable) laid down in the yard, 
will make, he says, in the course of the year, from two to three 
hundred waggon-loads of excellent manure : the sea-sand will add 
saline [)arti<*les to the manure, and check evaporation.” And he 
thinks it “ necessary to remark, as a most favourable circumstance, 
that the hay-tea bimls the dung of swine, and renders it hard and 
black, like sheeps’ dung ; and if it does not produce this effect, 
it must assuredly be either bad in (piality, or not properly boiled, 
or not rendered sufficiently strong ; all wliich particulars should, 
be most carefully attended to; and the state of the dung is an 
admirable guide to go by. The hay should always be of an ex- 
cellent quality ; and that which heated best, and contains most 
of the saccharine juices should have the preference. Bad hay is 
certain destruction to tin* pigs. Clover stands first, next sainfoin, 
and lastly, meadow^ hay. Indeed, most of his experiments were 
made, he says, (thougli iiot by choice) with meadow hay.” 

I 

Exit acted from “ The Complete E'armer'' —by K. 
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SECTION XXIII. 


llomefoldimi of Sheep recommended. 


I HE siil)joine(l paper, addressed to the Editor of the Agrieiil- 
lural Magazine, seems deserving attention on this island ;* where 
the little regard ])aid to sheep is obvious to every observer. In 
general no care whatever is taken of tliein, and they are sutlered 
to wander every where, like wild animals, to the great annoyance 
of the industrious, wliose crops are often destroyed by their 
depredations. The laws which enjoin the tending of flocks are 
never heeded ; nor do the proprietors appear to be sensible of tlie 
real value, and imj>ortance of those animals, nor of the great 
improvement they are susceptible, when treated with dne care 
;jnd attention. 

The plan proposed by Old Snfl’olk might be introduced here, 
at a very small expense, and with few deviations: for instance, 
instead of the fold being made along the side of a l)arn, any 
stone fence wall, having a northern aspect, is equally well suited 
to the purpose. The covering of the fold might be of furze, or 
coarse grass, and the nightly provender for the sheep, instead of 
hay or turnips, miglit be at first (until straw is more generally 
introduced here) the refuse of potatoe cro[)s. Even a small allow- 
ance, placed within a dry, warm, and well sheltered retreat, 
during the rainy seasons particularly, would very soon tempt 
these naturally tame, quiet, and inoflensive animals, habitually 
to seek for their homely dwelling and food, after a very little 
* Dated 23d October, 1811, and signed Old SuHolk.’* 
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attention of the shepherds in traininu^ them to come to it at a 
certain hour in the evening, 1 am persuaded tliat whoever may 
try the experiment, will soon be satisfied that the expense and 
trouble inclined will be amply repaid, by the improvement of his 
sheep, and by the valuable manure they will produce: and if 
the experimenter should happen to have a real gout for good 
mutton, I have no doubt he will be very thankful to Old Suflblk 
for the good advice he has given. 

ISth December, 1812. K, 
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SECTION XXIV. 

Progress of Agrumltnral Improi:eittent in IS 10- 12 — henejiciol Iff eels i,f 
extending ( 'ultivntion — the G'o%-erunient coinnicnd the Exer/ions of some, 
and animndvert on the Ohsltnaeg and Idleness of others — /lonrishing 
Slate of St- Helena in the i ear 1075. 

The tracis coutained in the precediiii*- Sections are .selected from 
many of jiers wliicli were published in the St. Helena Register, 
between Novemlx r, 1810, and January, 1813 ; and as it was 
obser\able that they had jnoduced a considerable change in the 
sentiments of the landholder.s — by the plougli gradually coming 
into use, aud by the quantity of land in cnltivati<»n having been 
doubled during the above period, it was, therefore, deemed ex- 
pedient ofliicially to notify the progress of improvement — to com- 
mend tlie iudiistriou.s, and t<» animadvert on the conduct oftho.se 
who se< ined <d)stinately deteVmiiied to adhere to their old practice, 
and to withhold their aid from the grand object of general im- 
provement. This measure of the (loveniineut, it Mas hoped, 
might operate as a Anther stimulus to exertion ; and uith this 
view the following Proclamation was issued : 


Island of St. Ildcna^ I l//i Jamutry^ 1813. 

“ The Governor and Council have derived much gratitication in 
observing the laudable spirit of industry which has for some time 
past, been manife.sted amongst several respectable landhohlers ; 
and in contemplating the progress in agricultural improvement; 
by which a fair prospect is now held out of St. Helena becoming, 
in a short time, far •more abundant in its internal resources, and 

Y 
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in the means of refresliing fleets, than it has ever yet been since 
its first establishment. 

“ Coinj)aring the annnal Reports of the farms for 1810 and 
1812, tliere appear to have been added since November, 1810, 
ninety-one acres to the cultivated lands : of which 40^ acres have 
been thus improved by the exertions of individuals.* The bene- 
ficial effects lesultini^ from tliis increase of cultivation, have been 
felt by the garrison and the community at large ; by His Majesty s 
and the Honourable Company’s ships having l)ecn enabled to 
provide potatoes at moderate prices, in <iuantitie.s suflicient for 
their crews during a long passage ; and by a part of those sums 
formerly expended in the |nirchase of imported food, having 
become a saving to the island — proportionate (at the least) to the 
diminislied expenditure of flour and rice. 

“ Amongst those whose exertions have been conspicuous in 
producing this beneficial change, and whose merits are deserving 
particular notice on the present occasion, are Messrs. Brooke and 
Hetbuntain, Miss Mason, Captain Sampson, Mr. Samuel Knipe, 
Mr. John Kay, Mr. Bagiey, Mr. Hayward, Major Wright, Mr. 
Legg, Mr. George Leech, Mrs. Alexander, and Mr. Alesworth. 

“ It is to such examples (which evince a strong conviction in 
those persons of the importance and advantage of agriculture) 
that the Governor and Council look forward with confidence to 
its more general introduction ; which is undoubtedly the best 
possible means of promoting the prosperity of the island, the real 

* Although the.'^e beginnings may appear trifling to English farmers, there being only 

91 acres added to the cultivated lands since 1810;*' yet when it is considered that 
prior to that period 88 acres were the total in cultivation ; and that this statement is taken 
from the official return, dated in May last, which comprises but a small portion of the 
year 1812 (since which time many more acres have been added,) the whole improvement, 
under all the circuiustauces ol this place, is as much as could have been expected. 



TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. m 

interests of the Honourable East India Company, and those of 
individuals. 

“ The greatly enhanced pri(;es of beef, pork, and Hour from 
England, and of rice and paddy from India, during the last five 
years, together with the present state of affairs with America, are 
(urcumstances which should operate as a further stimulus to exer- 
tions ; for by still extending the culture of potatoes and corn, and 
raising crops suited to the feeding of live-stock, the demands 
for the above-mentioned articles of import might be greatly 
diminished ; and little inconvenience would be felt in this remote 
part of the globe, from those causes which unavoidably have led 
to the high price of provisions in England. , 

“ These observations will have due weight with those landholders 
who have already manifested a laudable disposition to promote 
the improvement of the island : but the' Governor and Council 
r-an entertain but little hopes of their making any impression on 
the minds of others, who occupy extensive farms, have large 
establishments of servants, and who still j>ersist in their tormer 
habits of inactivity, or abs<*lute idleness ; thus betraying e<jually 
a total disregard to their own interests as to the Company’s orders. 
It is therefore once more recommended to the landholders of this 
descri[)tion,. that they examine the ‘ Laws uihI Ordinances,’ in 
their possession, and inform themselves of the Orders of the Court 
of Directors, particularly those stated at length in the General 
Letter, dated 30th March, 1810, (page 80 to 00.) 

“ It is also proper to apprise the persons alluded to, that annual 
Reports of the farms, and lists of families and servants are regu- 
larly transmitted for the information of the Court of l)ire<*tors, 
by which will be seen the relative industry of indiviiluals ; and 
consequently the deserving and the undeserving tenants are J as 
brought to light. Wherefore, if the Court shall discover that 



101 


TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


neitlier their repeated orders, nor arguments, nor successful ex- 
amples, will rouse this class of landholders to exertion, it is indeed 
highly prol)al)le they will order them a fate similar to some of 
those ‘ drones’ who are noticed in the 13th page of the ‘ Laws 
and Ordinances not hy a removal from the island, hut from 
the lease lands, in order that these may be placed in the hands of 
persons who • are willing to contribute to the general w elfare of 
the community. 

“ By Order of the (Governor and Council, 

r. H. BROOKE, 

Secretary. 


* Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Council , 

dated 8/A March ^ 1675. 

W« arc pleased to licar from you that the island is in such a flourishing condition, 
and that all things thrive well with you. But yet we find there is wanting industry and 
pains taking in many of the inliabitants, which we will not permit to continue to he 
amongst you ; for they that will not plant and take care for jifvivisions of their own, we 
will not supply them; rather send them home undpr the title of drones.” On the 1 Ith 
of January, 17^9, the Court again ordered the drones to be sent aw^ay” — and in this 
letter it is added, We are plc»ased with the account Governor Roberts gives us, that he 
efiectually checked that lazy disposition of too many of the planters, to let :dl run to ruin ; 
and by removing some of the drones, and speaking well of the industrious, has mended 
the temper of the rest, that they are as busy as bees,” &e. &c. 
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SECTION XXV. 

Feeding Sheep tcith Potatoes^ and Soiling Cattle recommended. 

I HAVE selected two extracts tor insertion in the present mouth’s 
Register, upon subjects, which I think are deserving tlie atten- 
tion of every landholder. 

The first, “ Og Feeding' Sheep with Fotdtoes, ’ * shews that 
potatoes were particularly serviceable to ewes and lambs “ at a 
trying season;” that bullocks and sheep, although they had 
plenty of good hay within reach, jneferred the potatoes; which 
were given to the cattle raw, unwashed, and whole. These are 
valuable facts ; since they prove decisively -that the extension of 
the jiotatoe cidtnre is an excellent means of guarding against 
losses in cattle and sheep “ in trying seasons;” (as seasons of 
drought undoubtedly are) against which it has not been the prac- 
tice here, as in haigland, to make any [irovision. 

The paper on feeding sheep further teaches, that five bushels 
of potatoes, given every morning to 100 sheep, and afterwards 
turning them put to jiasture (instead of fresh straw twice a day) 
might be snfiicient to keep them in good condition ; but as 
English sheep are much larger than those td‘ this island, even 
Art//’ the above quantity might be a vast benefit : and in this case 
two Imshels and a half would sullice for a hundred shee[) ; being 
a daily allowance of about a pound and a half to each. At this 
rate, sup[)osing an acre to yield, from the two crops annually, 
400 bushels: these are equivalent to 16,000 daily rations; or 
sufficient for more than 40 shee[) throughout the year. 


1 Young’s Annals of Agriculture. 
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Surely tins apj Jication of one acre of j>otatoes on a farm would 
be profitable in many points of view ; the sheep would no doubt 
be improved l)y an increase in flesh ; the milk of the ewes would 
be more abundant ; the lambs would of course thrive better ; and 
the practice of home-feeding would soon tame the whole of the 
flocks; and particularly “the common sheep,” which are, at 
present, a 'great nuisance throughout the island; besides, by 
littering the feeding yard with coarse grass, or straw, &c. a con- 
siderable quantity of valuable manure woidd be obtained, that 
would amply repay tl»e trouble and expense ; and would be of 
great value in restoring exhausted lands. When all these circum- 
stances are considered, it must be admitted that the practice of 
feeding with potatoes would be extremely beneficial. If it were 
once introduced, it would soon convince the landholders, that 
however extensive the culture, there could never be any want of 
consumers, even should there be a disappointment in the sale, 
One of our potatoe farmers, some time ago, assured me he had lost 
five hundred bushels, wliich had rotted, as there was no demapd 
for them. I di<l not pity him ; because if he had been in the 
habit of feeding his .servants and cattle at that time, in the manner 
here proposed, or of lowering and suiting his prices to the market, 
such a loss could never have happened. 

The paper in (piestion further proves that potatoe grounds are 
an excellent preparation, as I have formerly noticed, for croj)s 
both of barley and wheat. 

The second Paper “ On Soiling’ Cattle, ” * is at present not so 
applicable to the state of this i.sland as the first: but it contains 

* Soiling is a phrase in Jiusbandry expressive of the pnictite of inovviug certain crops 
in a green state and giving them to horses, cattle, &c, in stable.s, stalls, and yards, Tliere 
are some judicious remarks, la page 311 of Mr. Arthur Young's Farmer’s Calendar^ 
relating to this mode of feeding, to which the reader is referred, 



TRACTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, &c. 


167 


much useful information, and may possibly induce our cultivators 
to turn their attention, when husbandry is a little more advanced, 
to clover, rye-grass, and lucerne, which iu England are esteemed 
valuable crops for this system of feeding. In the mean time, I 
again recommend the practice of green fodder crops from barley- 
wheat, oats, or common barley; for all these have already been 
found tliemost certain, and most rapid in growth in this climate. 
Their prodmaj is immense, being from 12 to 14 tons per acre in 
two months from putting the seed into the ground. It is indeed 
my opinion that these crops are preferable here to clover or rye- 
grass. Tlie lucerne, however, thrives well, and certainly deserves 
attention ; because, when once established, it will last, for many 
years without any other expense than harrowing and weeding; 
w hich are necessary for the purpose of keeping it clear of weeds, 
and opening the soil for the admission of aif and moisture. 

Mr. Curwen’s Paper* also contains some useful hints on the 
subject of soiling, that are equally applicable to the crops I re- 
coitimend as to those he made use of. 

February 24th, 1813. 

* Communications to the Board of Agriculture, A' ol. VI. Part 1. 
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SECTION XXVI. 

Doctor Berry s ojfficial hetter to Governor Beafson — suggests the Cnltnre oj 
Kew Nopal and Cactus Tuna, the Arabian Date, and Onmea Grass — 
Doctor Berry s fermenting Balls an excellent Substitute for 1 east — Captain 
Haig’s Report on Nopal — a nutritions and valuable Antiscorbutic. 


To the Honourable Colonel Beatson, Governor, c^’c. t^'C. St. Helena. 

HoNouRAiiLE Sir, 

Hav ING, whilst traversing the most interesting parts of this 
extraordinary volcanic island, seen, with much satislaction, the 
very beneficial consequences that have resulted from your zealous 
and unremitted endeavours to encrease the means of subsistence 
to the inhabitants, and to render tlie island thereby a less ex- 
pensive tenure to England, I trust, you will excuse the liberty J 
now take of enclosing a letter from Captain Haig, commainling 
the ship Regent, detailing the advantage he has received for 
his ship’s crew ; an<l of expressing rny confident hope of this 
public address being the means of also adding the culture of the 
Nopal to the list of your objects of public improvements. 

I’he leaves that Captain Haig has been able to obtain for his 

crew, are from a |)ri< Liy Cactus, supposed in India, to be a native 

» 

of the Mauritius, and there used only as a fence before the Tuna 
was generally known and distributed. If these leaves have been 
found as a vegetalile so much superior to the watery poor vegeta- 
bles procurable for sailors, and these even in inadequate quantity, 
and at a price too high to be furnished for any length of time, 
liow much superior would the leaves of the Kew Nopal, and of 
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the Cactus Tuna be found ; as the many publications of the late 
revered Doctor James Anderson, of Madras, have so amply 
shown. 

These publications extensively distributed, and the numerous 
supplies of Nopal and Tuna that were issued at Madras, always 
witli a view of part being landed at this island, as plants that 
would be of the greatest value to the crews of th*e large fleets 
that resort here, and are detained for often a long period of 
time, from their capability of thriving on tjie barren inhospita- 
ble looking exterior of this island, render it unnecessary for me 
to say much on this part of the subject, it having engaged so 
much the attention of the philanthropic Doctor Anderson ; and 
which must be well known here from his many publications 
received. 

Having stated thus much. Honourable Sir, it is impossible for 
me to avoid mentioning my disappointment at not being able 
to find one plant of the Cactus Tuna, and but a very few of the 
•Kew Nopal : so few as to be more an object of curiosity than 
utility 

The Kew Nopal being, however, the Cactus of most value, 
both as a plant for rearing the fine cochineal, and therefore called 
Cactus CocUinilifer, as well as its superiority as a vegetable for 
sea-stock, I hope the endeavour I made while at Madras to sup- 
port Dr. Anderson’s most anxious wish of establishing the culture 
of the Nopal and Tuna as a vegetable, principally for sea-stock, 
and as a vegetable for the poor, will be some apology for the 
the liberty I now take in pressing this subject on the attention of 
the government of St. Helena, and of recommending that a por- 
tion of the Botanical Garden, as it is called, in James’s Town, 
may be appropriated for this most useful purpose. I mention 
this garden as being public property, and from its being enclosed, 

Z 
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and thereby protected from any depredation by goats, and where 
nearly an adequate culture of Nopal plants may be made, at little 
or no expense to government, without much encroaching on the 
ground that may be thought necessary for the culture of vegetables 
for the family inhabiting the house there ; and if even a small 
sum was charged on the supplies of Nopal leaves furnished, to 
reimburse an'y expense incurred, and for transport, if necessary, 
to the shipping ; I should consider it proper, as attaching some 
value to the supply, which being furnished gratis, might tend to 
diminish ; — such being the general tendency of mankind to prize 
according to the ditllculty of obtaininent. I feel the less hesitation 
in recommending this principal culture in that garden, as its 
object as a Botanical Garden has been frustrated, and from its 
limited scale, and the little that is growing in it of a foreign and 
valuable nature: from the many seeds from many quarters, and 
particularly from India, that have been forwarded, it would seem 
badly calculated for the continuance of such an object. But for 
the culture of the Kew Nopal, it will answer well, the only 
thriving plants of this Cactus being there the very few at Plan- 
tation-house and Long Wood being of so stunted a growth, 
though long in the ground, as to show that either the ground 
or the elevation is not favourable to the luxuriant gtowth of this 
esculent plant. There is also another species of Cactus growing 
in the Botanical Garden of a large size, what Dr. Anderson 
called the China Nopal I wi.sh attention to be paid to this dis- 
tinction in making plantations, as the Kew Nopal is alone the 
object of culture as a vegetable ; the leaves of the Kew Nopal are 
more retuse, narrower, and less thick, with fewer and shorter 
thorns, and the full grown leaves, not too old, are of a dark green, 
while the other, or China Nopal leaves are of a lighter green, and 
with a less lucid surface : these distinctions' will prevent any 
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mistake. There being no Tuna plants on the island ; and the 
plant for the fortifications and for the enclosures against the 
depredations of goats, being what is denominated the Mjmritius 
Cactus, I will request some baskets of the Tuna leaves, and of 
l- una seed to be sent here by the first opportunity, in the ex- 
pectation that it may meet with attention, so as in a few years to 
form fences and enclosures in James’s Valley— the/eby aft'ording 
an equally formidable fence, while its leaves will be a more 
agreeable vegetable for .its more acid nature. 

Having now -stated. Honourable Sir, all that can be necessary 
for me to say on the subject of this address, which I trust will 
meet with your approbation ; I will take the liberty of trespassing 
a little longer on your time, by mentioning what appears to me 
of import, next in consequence to the increase of agriculture, 
which has so successfully engaged your attention ; the benefits 
resulting from it, I have heard acknowledged in the most honour- 
able and gratifying manner, by such of the old soldiery as I have 
,met in my excursions, who have uniformly stated, that in the 
reductions of the prices of ilrticles of food, and particularly in the 
abundant supply and reduced prices of potatoes, they have sub- 
sisted better since your government commenced, than they ever 
did before. • 

The government, by faking agriculture on an extensive scale 
into their own hands have done this general good : but from the 
wide field that is yet open, the whole of the interior of the island 
for six or eight miles in every direction, being capable of cul- 
tivation, a long perseverance must still be given to make this 
island what it should be, favoured as it is by situation in the 
tropic. I almost despair of its being effected, uidess there are 
some small divisions of land, and some villages established in 
situations where there is water, there being in the interior only 
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proprietors of land and slaves, from which there is little stimulus 
to industry. 

It must be evident that the apathy and difficulty of increasing 
agriculture — of there being no adequate supply ol milk, and 
much less of butter, where there are so many cattle and sheep — 
and the scanty supply of eggs, where there should be an abundant 
stock of poultry, can alone be under sncii circumstances, from 
there being no lower class of inliabitants dependant on their own 
industry, and no establishment or settlement for the slaves when 
grown up. 

There are no villages for them, or small spots of ground to 
cultivate, asjsthe case in the West Indies. 

The Chinese also who are here, are not so much eiuj)loyed in 
agriculture as in labour. I think an experiment may be made 
w itli prospect of future benefit, by establishing men in small com- 
munities in a few places on the island, and to insure their industry, 
by the ready sale of what they may rear, in a public market, 
giving them premiums at first, and land on perpetual lease, and 
such annual quit rent after a certain lapse of years, as may be 
agreed upon ; in this manner the governinent land may be sold 
with public and private benefit. 

But to ensure the moisture and rain, on which extensive agri- 
culture must depend, it will be necessary to clothe the summit of 
the mountainous ridges in the interior with trees, all the elevated 
ridges being naked, there being no trees higher than the ridges, 
by which, clouds are not attracted, nor vapours condensed : the 
rocky summits of mountains of the exterior, tending still further 
by their naked surface to keep vapour clouds elevated, by which 
they are blow'ii past, to fall in rain at sea. The few gum-wood 
trees which are said to be indigenous, seem to have so little hold 
of the ground on the sides of the ridges of Diana and High Peak, 
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os to be of little value either as a wood of utility, or for firewood. 
It sliould therefore be cleared away at Long Wood, where it inter- 
feres with agriculture, leaving only intermediate rows for shelter, 
for it occupies at present, ground capable of agriculture without 
being of the smallest use, and is not sufticiently elevated to answer 
tlie purpose I am recommending: the peaks that should be 
covered with wood, being elevated far above the leVel of Long 
Worn!. 

As it would be an undertaking of labour, and expense, more 
perhaps than would be given to cover the sides of the ridges towards 
the summits with wood, I have suggested to some gentlemen, 
and (larticnlarly to Major Hodson, as Araliian dates are sent here 
for sale (the seeds of which will grow), that if he would put some 
of these seeds in his pocket oh going to these peaks, and make 
his servants stick them into the rich soil on these elevated ridges, 
he might clothe them with trees in this easy, slow, but general 
manner, that would not be eaten by the goats, would take strong 
root, and from its luxuriant growth in Mysore, which in climate 
and elevation approaches that of these peaks, there can be little 
doubt of their thriving, and when any more useful trees can be 
reared these trees may be cut down or thinned. I have also sug- 
gested that the seed of the Guinea grass scattered on these 
summits would grow and distribute itself, and be the means of 
atfordi Mg the best of fodder to the tine English cattle reared on 
the island. 

'^rhe fir tree which yon have reared with the same view, and 
mean to distribute at low rates, Vvill be planted where they can 
be enclosed, and taken care of, but even some of these may be 
planted on these peaks, and if surrounded with a circular wall for 
a few feet, may be then left without further care, a few prickly 
pear leaves covering' the top of the enclosure. In India, where 
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there is more heat, yon must have seen considerable plantations 
made tJ)is way, and as on these peaks there cannot be any other 
attention required or for watering, a good deal may be done, by 
employing some of the Chinese in this way. Lower down there 
are springs, in which many of the forest trees of the Malabar 
mountains w ill grow. In furtherance of this object, I will transmit 
a copy of this letter for introduction in the public prints in India, 
with the view of soliciting seeds being sent here, and w ill make 
particular requests myself to be more- certain. I shall request 
them being directed to the Town Major of St. Helena, to be re- 
ported by him, and disposed of as government, or individuals may 
wish. 

It gives me pleasure to learn from you that the fermenting balls 
which I described in the Madras Gazette of the 22d February, 
1812, had been so useful as to afford excellent fermented bread 
to the fleet that sailed at that period for England. I have not 
been able to do any thing in the way you wish, of endeavouring 
to make a similar ferment to improve the bread at St. Helena-r- 
not having received the plants I requested, nor a bottle of the 
juice of the gum-wood tree : but from what I tasted of this juice, 
I think it will afford all that can be required in this way, it being 
a saccharine juice, which when allowed to approaOli the acetous 
fermentation, will so nearly approach the Cocoa nut or Palmira 
Toddy, as to be equally useful as a ferment. 

On speaking to ihe baker in James’s Town respecting the 
weakness of his ferment, and of ’his bread not being sufficiently 
rai.sed, he attributed the failure to the impurity and badness of 
the wheat flour : this may certainly be obviated by having grain 
sent instead of flour, to be ground at St. Helena, by which there 
would be little danger of its being spoiled or impure. I men- 
tion this to show that I have not been inattentive to your wish. 
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l)ut as you have taken the subject into consideration, I shall add 
no more to this already too much extended Letter. 


I have the honour to be, with respect, Honourable Sir, 
your very obedient Servant, 


Sf, Helma^ \2th March^ 1813. 


ANDREW BERRY. 


To Dr. Berry. 

Dear Sir, 

As you are well acquainted with the virtue of the Nopal, I send 
you some that has been gathered by my Lascars on this island ; 
on the arrival of the Regent, I incurred an expense of 18 to 20 
shillings per day for a supply of greens for iny ship’s company, 
which (consisting entirely of Lascars) was far from being agree- 
able to them, and having accidentally discovered the Nopal near 
Major Hodson’s house, my men have since constantly preferred 
using it. I have no doubt that from this preference a more 
beneficial effect must result to them than from the light waterish 
kind of greens usually supplied to the shipping ; as it is a plant 
that requires little care in rearing, and scarcely any soil, I think 
under the auspices of the present Governor, it might be raised in 
great abundance on the rocks of this island ; there are many 
ships that seldom give potatoes to their Lascars or Chinese ; and 
those nations of India who have once experienced the benefit of 
its antiscorbutic qualities, will* be able to continue it without 
expense, and when properly strung over a ship’s stern, it will 
afford a good nutriment long after potatoes are decayed. 

I am. Dear Sir, your’s obediently, 

JAMES HAIG. 


S/ii/i Itegenfy March btU^ 1813. 
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SECTION XXVII. 

Jioply to Doctor Berry's Letter — English Husbandry acknotcledged by 
St. Helena farmers superior to their Otvn — Soil and Climate peculiarly 
favourable to Cultivation — Accounts Received of the spreading Properly 
and Re-production of Potatoes upon Islands in the South Seas — Experi- 
ments to ascertain ilrese Points — Lead to d Singular and Advantageous 
Mode of Potatoe Culture in tropical Climates . — Potatoes a good Prepa- 
ration for Corn Crops. Fishery at St. Helena formerly Productive — 
Evils of the present System — Imjyrovemcnts suggested. E.stablishmcnt of 
Chinese at St. Helena — Differs from that generally adopted — Their Pay, 
Rations, and Occupations. Trees attract Moisture and Rain — Cultivated 
Land has a similar Tendency. Experiment in reaping Barley — Wheat 
— Yields per Acre 10^ Tons of green Fodder, in tiro Months from the 
Time of Sowing ~ Loss of Weight when hayed, 100 Pounds in 140. — 
Hints suggested for ascertaining the relative Moisture imbibed by culti- 
vated and uncultivated Land. — Nurseries of Trees established 'at 
St. Helena. — Pineasters preferable to Arabian Date fur Cloathing the 
Summit of the Hills. — Favourable Report of Doctor Berry s Fermenting 
Balls. 

To Andrew Berry, Esq. M. D. 

SIR, 

Your oftidal letter, dated the Tith of March, contains some 
judicious remarks and valuable •hints which are well deserving 
attention. These, and the testimony you have borne, in confir- 
mation of opinions I have long held and promulgated, in respect 
to the capabilities of this island, are highly gratifying to me ; for 
being thus sjmntaneously oftered by one whose long experience 
in pursuing olyects of improvement, similar, to those in which I 
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have been engaged for nearly five years past:, will, no doubt, 
have some weight with the remaining few ; whose minds have 
yet a bias to the absurd and erroneous idea “ that St. Helena is 
“ a barren rock, and can never l)e made productive.” 

ilow can such assertions stand against your declaration of the 
quantity of land capable of (udtivation ; against my own opinion 
(communicated officially) “ that between two and three thousand 
acres are fit for arable land and against all that has already 
been done in the extension of the Company’s farms ; as w ell as 
])y the recent laudable exertions of several individuals ? 

The present crops on Plantation-house farm were lately in- 
s])ected by one of our principal cultivators. He had long been 
adverse to a change of system, but he now acknowledgfes their 
superiority, and the advantage of using the plough, and ex- 
presses astonisliinent at seeing such exuberance on lands which 
he had predicted would never repay the expense of bringing into 
cultivation. 

This favourable change of sentiment has, indeed, for some time 
past, been pretty general : at length it is strengthened and con- 
firmed l)y incontestible proofs. There can, therefore, be no doubt 
that the English practice of husbandry will gradually establish 
itself in all parts of the Island: since it tends to reduce the ex- 
pense of labour, and to ameliorate the lands. Iliese cir<‘um- 
stances will prove highly beneficial to the landholders: particu- 
larly if they will seriously turn their minds to those sources of 
wealth which have been pointed out to them in a paper entitled 
“ On the importance of introducing agriculture on the island of 
“ St. Helena,” published in the St. Helena Register for Augii.st, 
1812 . * 

Every day produces some further proofs that this soil and cli- 

Vide, Section XIX. 

A a 
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mate are as favouralJe as any in the world for cultivation. I 
need not recajntnlate various successful experiments, which 1 
have already published in the St. Helena Registers, on potatoes, 
barley, oats, and wheat ; and on Indian corn, beans, &c. &c. ; 
nor have 1 leisure to arrange many others that liave been com- 
pleted, or are now in proce.'ss ; yet 1 cannot deny myself the 
gratification 'of relating some circumstances regarding a very 
cheap method of cultivating potatoes, Avhich originated in infor- 
mation I re(;eived from some captains of winding vessels (who 
bad landed on islands in the southern ocean), and in the present 
crops at the Plantation-house farm. 

Those cajjtains assured me, that they procure potatoes, in 
abundance, at some of those islands where a few were planted by 
that distinguished navigator Captain Cook. It may be supposed 
that in planting them they had not all the advantages of a well 
prepared and pulverised field : nevertheless they grew', and con- 
tinue to grow, and now spread over a considerable space of land. 
This fact of the re-production of potatoes, during a period of forty 
years, and their spreading property appeared to deserve notice. I 
accordingly established the following experiment, with a view of 
ascertaining the second point ; but which, however, was not so 
clearly and satisfactorily determined as the first ; .and this has 
given a result far exceeding what I expected. 

The deductions that may be formed from a successive re-pro- 
duction during so many years, are of such a nature as will leave 
no doubt of the possibility of simplifying the potatoe culture at 
St. Helena (and in all similar climates where vegetation is not 
checked by frost) ; and of lessening the charge of labour to a 
mere trifle in coiupari.son with what is required in the colder 
climates. 

The experiment alluded to was this ; on the 18th of June, 1812, 
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I marked oft’ two square rods in length, and one in breadth, ol 
potatoes that had been planted in rows on the 20th of January, 
1812 : the hatihn was completely fallen. Each row, in this oidoiig 
space, measured 3d feet in length ; ami there were ivvelve rows 
in' the breadth. With a view of ascertaining the spreading pro- 
perty of j)olatoes, I took up siv intermediate rows ; leaving the 
same number for re-production. The six rows taken up yielded 
78 pounds of small potatoes, or at the rate of 13 {)Ounds from 
each 33 feet of row, oi- 223 bushels per acre.* 

Five months afterwards, that is on the 2(lth of ISovember, and 
some weeks after the haulm had again completely fallen, the six 
rows which were left in the soil, were also taken up. These 
yielded, of very line laige potatoes, 2.02 pounds. Thus,. the in- 
crease, by leaving the crop in- the ground, was in the proportion 
of 78 to 202, or from 223 bushels to 834 per acre. This calcula- 
tion is on a supposition that if the six tirst rows had remained, 
their produce would have also increased to 202 pounds. 

llesides this large produce in potatoes, the preceding crop w'as 
plainly discovered l)y the seed being entire, and of a darkish hue, 
and in some degree shriveled. These seed potatoes were sepa- 
rated, and weighed 75 Y)Ounds ; and, although not mark, table, 
have been eaten by hogs. Wherefore, by retaining a crO| ju the 
ground, when not likely to be productive, or for which there is 
not a ready sale, it is proved that very little of it is lost, and a 
very great produce may be expected from the succeeding crop. 

From this statement it will be seen that the dilTerence between 
the produce of the six rows on the 18th of June, and the seed 
fjotatoes gathered from the remaining six rows on the 20th «»f 
November, was no more than three pounds : the former being 
78 pounds, and the latter 75. 

* A.St. Helena bushel is 56 pounds avoirdupois. 
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'I'lie experiment I have now detailed, led to another : whieh 
is, indeed, the old-established practice on this island; and which, 
on my arrival here, I was disposed to condemn, as being so very 
opposite to English husbandry. 

This practice is to leave in the ground, at the time of taking 
vip potatoes, a sulhciency of seed for the following crop, and this 
is calle<l “ aoelf-sown crop.” 

Comparing a crop of several acres ol'the Church fields, treated 
in this manner, there is at present every ap}>earance of its being 
even superior to a part of the same tield that was regularly 
planted in rows, and with seed from the same cro[) as that left in 
the ground.^ 'riiis selt-sown crop” is, indeed, much more for- 
ward : ^v’hich may be easily explained. It is evident that the 
seed, by remaining in the soil, had sufiered no eheck in vegeta- 
tion : whereas the othei seed, by being taken up and exposed to 
the air in a building, for several weeks previously to being 
planted, must have been drier, and therefore less susceptible of 
the powers of vegetation, at the time they come into action in the 
regular course of nature. 

Hence it is obvious that a succession of crops of potatoes may 
be obtained here, after a field has once been brought into culti- 
vation, without any other expense than taking them up, and then 
harrowing the field. All that is necessary is to leave the rerpii- 
site quantity of small seed [)otatoes in the ground at the tiitie of 
taking up ; and 1 w ould recommend that the gathering of the 
crops should be postponed as long- as possible, so that the pota- 
toes, to be left in the soil, may receive some check in vegetation, 
by which the new crops may more nearly meet the most favourable 
seasons for vegetation ; that is, in the rainy months. 

By this simple mode of cultivation, there would be no less than 
six expensive operations saved to the farmer ; the first is, the 
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taking up the seed ; the second, carrying it to the store-room ; 
the third, returning it to the field ; tlie i'ourth, opening the fur- 
rows ; the fifth, putting in the seed ; and the sixth, covering 

the seed. 

* 

*Wlien all these cifcuinstances are duly considered, it must be 
admitted that the saving of labour in the culture of ptoatoes on 
the island of St. Helena, would be immense ; and 'consequently 
that this essential article of food, for man and cattle, ought to he 
in the greatest abundance, and at very moderate prices ; particu- 
larly as St. Helena tenants are neither subjected to high rents, 
nor to poor-rates, nor to taxes of various descriptions, which bear 
hard oj)on English fanners. • 

These observations on potatoes will shew how little labour is 
required to bring the new hinds into cultivation for corn ; for 
after enclosing, and j)aring, and burning the sward, spreading 
the ashes, and twice ploughing and harrowing, the furrows are 
opened with the [)lough, the seed dropped in them, and then 
covered. These last operations are, in 1‘act, a third ploughing; 
which will bring the land into the finest state of pulverization ; 
and no further trouble, as I have already noticed, will be required 
for the two or three following crops, than to take them up with 
tlie plough about three weeks after the haulm has fallen ; leaving 
a sutticiency of small potatoes for seed. After the third or fourth 
crop is gathered, the land may be sown with barley-wheat, with- 
out danger from grub or other insects. This process has been 
successfully pursued at the Plantation-house farm : but if corn 
be attempted as a first crop, there is great risk of losing it by the 
ravages of the grub : this is the case in other countries as well as 
at St. Helena. 

You must have observed, from the printed papers I occasionally 
transmitted to you whilst at Madras, that the main objects of my 
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agricultural pursuits have been the extensive cultivation of corn, 
potatoes, and all sorts of esculents. The minute details I have 
given of many successful experiments on a variety of island pro- 
ducts, cannot fail in carrying conviction to the mind of every 
reasonable man, that iny views for the improvement of theislartd, 
are by no means speculative : being founded on the solid basis 
of facts incohtroveHibly established : and which is, unquestiona- 
bly, the snrest mode of guarding against error. 

There are, however, many other points that merit attention. 
Every thing that ternls to increase our internal resources for the 
support of the inhabitants, or for administering to their comforts, 
or for the r\;freshment of ship.s, is undoubtedly deserving a [dace 
in the system that is now carrying on ; and which, if pursued 
with ardour, will ultimately provfe of infinite advantage to the 
landholders, and will tend to relieve this island (in a great degree 
at least) from its present dependence on other countries. 

The virtues of the difierent species of Nopal, as an antidote 
for scorbutic disorders, have been .so well established by the pub- 
lications of your worthy relative, the philanthropic and much 
respected Doctor Anderson, and the advantages Captain Haig 
derived from the prickly Cactus, whicli abounds on Ladder Hill, 
and many other drt/ places here, afford the strongest arguments 
in favour of your suggestions on this subject. Due attention shall, 
therefore, be paid to the appropriation of a part of the Botanic 
Garden as a nurs(?rytbr the Kew Nopal ; from whence, after being 
naturalised to the climate, it might readily be transplanted to the 
sides of the hills on either side of James’ Town: which would 
serve for utility as well as ornament, and would also be conve- 
niently situated for the supply of .shipping. 

The prickly, or Mauritiu.s, Cactus, is apparently a hardy spe- 
cies. It grows well even upon the rocky surface, and the sides 
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'of Ladder Hill ; and thrives in a colder temperature, both to the 
northward and southward of Plantation-house, as well as at 
Long’ Wood, The hedges that have been already formed at those 
plajces, will soon become nurseries for its further propagation ; 
and as it possesses a triple advantage, by making the most im- 
pervious fences, by being useful as a vegetable, and by guarding 
itself against goats and other animals, 1 think thaf every means 
should be used to extend its culture. 

The plants already growing on Ladder Ilijl, cover several acres, 
I shall recommend that the leaves of tl>ese, at proper seasons, 
should planted all down the north-east point of the mountain : 
in order that ample supplies of this Cactus may be .at hand for 
the shipping. 

I acknowledge my obligations to you for your endeavours to 
send supplies of the Nopal and Tuna to this island : but of all 
you sent, I received no more than sixteen leaves. These arrived 
in the rainy season, and were immediately put in the soil, 'but 
most of them were destroyed by white maggots that had bred in 
them, which I think is a strong proof they do not delight in 
moisture. 

1 concur in your idea that the establishment of a few villages 
in the interior would be desirable ; but this plan cannot conve- 
niently be carried into etfect until husbandry is farther advanced ; 
for at present most of the necessaries of subsistence, excepting 
potatoes and vegetables, are brought from James’s Town; but 
when pork shall be raised at the farms, together with grain for 
feeding poultry and hogs, and wheat also raised, and ground in 
the interior into flour, the convenience of country habitations will 
be far greater than at present. 

It is certainly a most serious evil that we have scarcely any 
class of iidiabitants who are solely dependant on their own 
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industry. Almost all aro paid, olothed, and fed ; and it is to this 
evil may be traced the want of adequate supplies of milk and 
butter, of poultry and eggs, and T may well add of fish: for if 
there were persons here, whose existence solely depended on their 
exertions to provide those articles, they would be in the greatest 
plenty, and at reasonable prices. The fishery is, indeed, upon 
the most wretclied system. Tlie boats are private property. The 
fishermen, in general, are either soldiers or .slaves ; and as lioth 
are clothed and fed, and the former paidj what stimulus can they 
pos.sibly have to exertion ? They .set out in the evening, and have 
the option of lieing active, or of going to .sleep in the boats ; and 
if they return in the morning with a very scanty supply, they 
imagine they have done all that could be expected ; or if they 
have caught more than they bring to the landing place, the 
surplus is either sold on .shore for money, or to the .shipping at 
the anchorage for spirits. Thus the present St. Helena fishery is 
unproductive ; tends to promote idleness, di.sljonesty, and intem- 
perance : and it costs the annual labour of b‘iO able men : wha 
after a night’s fishing, or sleeping and drinking, in the boats, are 
little disposed to labour during the day. 

I am of opinion that thirty or forty expert fishermen, havimr 
an interest in their labour (upon an establishment similar to a 
South Sea whaler), farming the fishery at a very moderate rate, 
merely to give an exclusive privilege (as at Batavia, and I believe 
Columbo), would bring more fish to the inhabitants, and to the 
market, tlian the total number of men above-mentioned. This 
may be fairly presumed, from the comparatively great succe.ss of 
the gentlemen fishing parties when they return from a night’s 
amusement. 

From what has been .said, you may perceive that a plan might 
easily be formed for availing ourselves of' those innumerable 
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bounties of nature, which are so abundantly spread around this 
small island. It is said, that not less than seventy-six ditferent 
kinds of fish are in these seas,* some of which are large, and of 
exf;ellent quality : and if double or triple the quantity that is now 
supplied to individuals, could, by any means, be procured, it 
would evidently diminish the demand for imported beef and 
pork, t 

* Tlie fish most commonly taken and used, are mackarel, albacore, cavalloes, jacks, 
congers, soldiers, yellow tall, old wives, and bull’s eyes ; and of shell-fish, stumps and 
long legs. 

f During the active and meritorious administration of Governor Byficld, between the 
years 1727 and 1731, the quantity of fish caught was more than the blackj^ could consume. 
The consequences arc stated to have been very advantageous to the Company’*) interests, 
by reducing (or rather withdrawing) the demand for salt beef and pork: and it seems the 
liealth of those who had formerly subsisted on salted meat, was much improved by a 
change of diet to fish and potatoes. 

If we vsuppose a population of 3600 to consume 2400 pounds of fish per day, and the 
established average price to be two-pence per pound, instead of the present rates, the 
value would be 20/. per day, or more than 7000/. a year. This, exclusive of salting fish, 
would he a good speculation for a few professed fishermen from England ; having proper 
fishing-boats like those used at Brighton. In these they might anchor at the distant fish- 
ing banks, and daily send on shore the fish in the smaller boats 


Extracts from the General Letters to England regarding the Fisheri/^ \^2^ to 1731 . 

1727 . May 6th. Paragraph 36. We have taken care that your blacks have always 
had their belly full of provision. We still get fish in great plenty, and have done so the 
year round, and in the coldest weather ; i|nd don’t at all doubt of getting the like plenty 
this year ; for we don’t loiter our time and dream out our days, but attend to our duty 
and mind your interest. If the fish, in cold weather, go a great way out into deep water, 
where our yawls can’t lay, we get coarse salt on the mountains, fit out our long-boat, 
and go after them, and catch what we want, and salt them upon the spot; and it often 
happens that they return with a very great quantity of neat fish, after their guts are out 
And their heads oft*. Those who say otherwise deceive you : what we write is truth.” 

B b 
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In respect to the Chinese, tliey are a good deal employed in 
agriculture ; that is, in fencing the lands, in paring and burning, 

Para^nipli 27- No care is wanting to keep your blacks in heart, that they may be 
able to labour: and for this last twelvemonth, in which they h^ve been fed with fish, 
havt‘ been more healthy than in any one year.” 

Fehruvrif 22rf. Paragraph 7- Your Honours' slaves, of whom we had the 
misfortune to hiose five, together with the long-boat, as they were going for lime (as your 
Honours will see in our consultation of the 2S)th of October), have enjoyed their health 
sin(‘e they have been fed with fish remarkably better than they ever did, when, at a very 
gri at expense, they were allowed salt provisions : and we have had, and still have, such 
good fortune in our fisliery, that we weekly catch more than they can well consume, and 
doubt not but our faithful endeavours to secure your Honours from any charge upon this 
account, will lie attended with the like good success for the time to come: so that those 
who formerly told your Honours that fish were not to be had the year round, did it on 
purpose to deceive you : or knew not what they said — which latter seems most likely. 

March 30/A, Paragraph 21.‘ We have still such good luck in our fishery, that we 
often catch more tlian your Wacks can eat ; and we will be particularly careful to save 
your Honours tlic heavy charge of salt beef and pork." 

December IQth, Paragrapli G. Your slaves continue to thrive upon their diet 
of fish and potatoes. We hear very little now of fluxes, aching bones, or pains in tho 
belly, though when they were fed with salt provisions, it was common to have 20 or 30 of 
them laid up at a time. Their food is now wholesome and not expensive ; the great 
plenty of fish which we still continue to catch, having effectually secured you from the 
former heavy ctiarge of salt meat, and wc faithfully assure your Honours we have exerted 
ourselv es in such manner, that there is no likelihood you should again be at that expense ; 
it was what gave us great disturbance and uneasiness, and we could not rest till we had 
found means to remedy it." 

1730 , April UiM. Paragrapli 18 . Wc continue to catch fish in great plenty, with 
which your blacks are very well pleased." 

May 2Gt1u Paragraph 2. “ In our several letters this season we have been so full 
and particular in our account of matters of most consequence, that we have little material 
to lay before you now ; that of greatest moment is, to acquaint your Honours that having, 
with great pains and industry, supplied your blacks for these last three years with great 
plenty of fish, the greatest part of that superfluous chargeable cargo of salt provisions, 
sent for by Mr. Smith, at a great expense to your Honours, lies upon our hands 
unsold." 
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in driving carts, in planting and gathering potatoes, and many 
other offices ; and some are already become expert ploughmen. 
But the establishment here is necessarily different from that in 
any other place. At Java, at Prince of Wales’ Island, and other 
settlements, I am told, they are the leading persons in farming : 
and at Ceylon this was unsiic(;essfully attempted ; for they culti- 
vated nothing more than for their own immediate wants, and were, 
in consequence of little service to that colony. If provisions were 
cheap, the experiment might be worth a trial here : but, in the 
present state of St. Helena, it would certainly fail ; because, if 
Chinese had lands, they would do as their neighbours ; for it 
coubi not be expected they would sell at lower prices. It was 
these considerations that induced me to form them into a regular 
establisliinent. The Company pay the labourers a shilling a day, 
and find them in rations ; and by this mode, their military services 
may be at command, and very useful in aiding the corps of 
artillery, in dragging of cannon, and carriage of ammunition ; in 
short, in ernployinents similar to those of the artillery Lascars in 
India. As they are ail placed under the direction of European 
overseers, it cannot be doubted that much more labour is obtained 
from them than if they were left to themselves. This mode of 
management, the Rt. Honourable Lieutenant-General Maitland 
admitted was far better than that he had introduced on the island 
of Ceylon, by giving them lots of land. It is the mode I recom- 
mend, as the most advisable at first, in all places where Chinese 
may be introduced ; and where the prices of the products of the 

1731 , April 2d. Paragraph 17- We will dispose of the salt beef as well as we can ; 
the blacks will little want it, for we still continue to catch fish in great plenty, and that 
yearly saves your Honours a great sum. 

December 2Sth. Paragraph 6. We have still good luck in our fishery the year 
round j upon which, and beef and pork, your blacks are plentifully fed.'' 
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lands are higli ; and particularly if the object should be, through 
their means to reduce those prices. 

Your observations on the attraction of moisture and rain, 
appear to be judicious. Trees have usually been recommended 
for that purpose. 1 am of 0{)inion, however, that cultivation has 
also a tendency to produce the same effect ; and in proportion to 
the extension of arable fields, so will be the increase of moisture. 
This will readily be conceived by attention to the following facts. 

On the 5th of M£^y last, I cut down a square rod of barley 
wheat, that had been two months in the ground, from the time 
of sowing. The produce in a green state, was 146 pounds, or 
about lOj tons per acre. It was carefully collected and dried in 
the air, until the 26th of May, when it weiglied no more than 46 
pounds; consequently, 100 pounds of moisture had been evapo- 
rated ; and if only half this weight be supposed to have been, at 
the time of cutting, absorbed in the soil and roots, under the 
thick shade of an exuberant crop, the total quantity of moisture 
would be 150 pounds on a square rod, or above ten tons upon an. 
acre. These circumstances lead me to believe there is a more 
accurate mode of determining the comparative moisture, on 
ploughed and unploughed lands, tlian by the vapour glasses 
lately introduced in England. 

As the planting of trees, for useful timber and fuel, is an im- 
portant object here, I have always intended it should keep pace 
with cultivation. During the last four years several thousand 
pineasters and oaks have been set out, and there are still a good 
many in the nurseries. This year the nurseries are to be estab- 
lished on a larger scale. Every cone from the pineaster and 
cypress trees at Plantation-house has been collected, as well as 
the seeds of the Botany Bay willow. These trees, and the indi- 
genous red wood, together with the largest species of Morgossa 
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{Melia Azederach*) are, without exception, the finest trees for 
this island. Their growth is rapid; they are all evergreens; 
stand the trade wind in the most ex[>osed situations, afe extremely 
ornamental, and most of them are equally useful for timber as for 
fuel.' Under all these advantages, I should prefer them to the 
Arabian date for clothing the summits and sides of the highest 
ridges ; and as upon these there is a cooler teinperafure, and a 
greater degree of moisture, it may be expected they would grow 
with more luxuriance than those in the vicinity of Plantation- 
house. I do not, however, object to the Arabian date, since it 
would tend to the objects in view, and would be a valuable ac- 
quisition to the fruit trees of St. Helena. 

The fermenting balls which you described in the Madras 
Gazette, of the 22d of Februarj^, 1812, were found to surpass even 
your most sanguine expectations. Some of the passengers in a 
ship wliere they were daily used, assured me, that, during the 
voyage to St. Helena, they had the lightest and finest bread they 
ever tasted on board ship : they compared their breakfast rolls to 

♦ I have, at present, some beautiful specimens of the Melia^ from seed received from 
Dr. Roxburgh, which was sown on the 26th of February, 1812. The young trees wera 
transplanted on the 3d of October, 1812, and some are now three feet high, spreading out 
horizontal branches^ and forming a thick foliage about four feet in diameter. The young 
trees when transplanted at seven months growth, had tap-roots, like a small parsnip. These 
roots were as long as the stems above ground, and both together, of the largest plants, 
measured from 18 to 24 inches. They are, therefore, peculiarly suited to this climate ; and 
arc, by far, the best of all the Indian trees I have received. Neither the Teak nor Sissoo 
seed, nor any other of the many timber treeS, for which I am indebted to Dr. Roxburgh's 
kindness and attention have succeeded at Plantation-house ; notwithstanding they were 
sown and treated according to his directions. However, the trees 1 have enumerated 
would be sufficient for every purpose ; and if the planting system be followed up, St. 
Helena, in the course of even twenty years, would yield a considerable supply of useful 
timber, and abound with fuel. 
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the French rolls in London. I should hope that a similar ferment 
may be produced here, by following your directions, and using 
the juice of the gum-wood tree, as you recommend, as a substitute 
for the Palmira, or cocoa-nut toddy. 

Permit me to conclude, by expressing my best acknowledgments 
and thanks for your suggestions, and for the interest you take in 
the welfare, of this island. I have endeavoured to make some 
return, by conveying to you such information as I conceived 
might be acceptable. 

I am. Sir, 

your most obedient, humble Servant, 

ALEXANDER BEATSON. 

St, Helena, \*lth April, 1813. 
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SECTION XXVIII. 

jWr. 3fiUer’s Directions for rearing Scotch Pine are applicable to the Pino^ 
aster — St. Helena Pineaster Wood described — weightier than common 
Fir — thrives upon poor Soil — average Growth about two Feet in the Year 
— sometimes grows more than three Feet. Plantations of Firs at St. 
Helena more profitable than in Europe — Computation of their Value in 
twenty Years. Negligence and Inattention to the planting Law much to 
be regretted — The fittest Trees for St. Helena Plantations enumerated—^ 
Further Notices upon the Growth of Trees — and upon the 'necessity of 
extirpating Goats, and tending Sheep. 

Mr. Millrr’s directions for planting the Scotch pine are in 
general applicable to the Pineaster, which is the species of pine 
growing at Plantation-house, and at other places on this island. 
This is described in Miller’s Gardener’s Dictionary. “ IHne 
“ tree ivith two thick smooth leaves in each sheath, and pyramidal 
“ acute cones; the Wild Pine, or Pineaster*’ 

The wood of St. Helena pineaster of twenty-four years growth, 
which has the appearance of pale mahogany, is weightier than 
common fir, in the proportion of 6 to 5, and apparently surpasses 
in quality all the sorts that are usually imported here. It grows 
even upon poor, hard, clay soil, and consequently may be culti- 
vated with better success in many places : but particularly about 
the middle of the island, where tliere is better soil, more moisture, 
and a cooler temperature. 

According to personal observation and particular attention to 
pineasters of different ages, I have observed that, in general, their 
average growth is about two feet in the year. This is upon dry 
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land : upon better soil, the growth would no doubt be quicker ; 
for, in some cases, I have seen them shoot three feet in twelve 
months. A good many of these trees may be seen at the east side 
of the lawn at Plantation-house, which are already well grown. 
The seed-bed was sown in May, 1809, and the young trees trans- 
planted in May, 1810: one of which, in four years, already 
measures ten feet eleven inches higli. Even this small specimen 
of a pineaster plantation is sufficient to shew the advantages that 
would, in a few years, be derived from the establishment of large 
plantations. Judging from the size of some pineasters, planted 
by Colonel Patton, about eight or nine years ago, I am of opinion 
that the first thinning of St. Helena plantations might take place 
in nine years from the seed ; at which time, the stems would yield 
many pieces of small timber, fit for a variety of purposes ; and 
the branches would furnish abundance of excellent fuel ; an 
article at present so very scarce on this island. 

According to Mr. Miller, the first thinning, in the northern 
climates, takes place at sixteen or eighteen years growth ; because, 
he .says, they are four years old when transplanted : but here they 
are set out after being about ten months, or one year, in the seed- 
bed. I conceive their quick growth in this climate, may be 
ascribed to the powers of vegetation not being at any time sus- 
pended : which is not the case in cold and frosty regions. 

The advantages therefore of forming plantations of firs at St. 
Helena are much greater than in Europe ; the expen.ses will be 
much sooner reimbursed ; and the be.st trees, being left for growing 
timber, will be of great value ; and at this island would establish 
fortunes for the younger branches of even the present generation. 

It may not be unprofitable to take a view of the advantage that 
would accrue from the proposed plantations. The result will, I 
trust, operate as a powerful stimulus to exertidn, and will, I hope, 
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keep up that spirit for planting wliicli lias liappily this year shewn 
itself, hy many applications for trees from the Plantation-house 
garden. Seven thousand one hnndreel aiid eighty-four tine young 
plants have, within these tew tlays, been distributed in various 
parts of the island. These will very soon d<*terinine the best sites 
for the plantations. That number, and about four thousand 
transplanted during the years 1811 and 1812, makfe, collectively, 
an addition of above 11,000 [jineasters to this island: the value 
of tljese, in twenty years, according to the following computation, 
may be estimated at about ^12,500. sterling. 

1 will suppose a landholder to e.stab]isli a plantation of only 
two acres upon land at present useless : and accoj'ding to 3Ir. 
Miller’s directions, that lie places the trees at the distance of four 
feet. In this case, each acrd will contain 2722 trees, say 2500, or 
5(K)0 in the two acres. 

After nine years growth the thinning of the plantation 
would yield 2500 trees, about 18 feet high ; and worth 
' as timber and fuel 10#. each, or - - - ot’J»250 

2500 trees of standing timber, at twenty years growth, 

estimated at 40.s. each _ - - - 5,000 

.Total value of two acres at 20 years growtli £0,250 

Ibit ifwe take a more enlarged view of the pro[)Osed plantations, 
the advantages will appear immense. Suppo.sing then that the 
old planting law, requiring one acre in ten to be planted with 
trees, so often repeated, but never attended to, had been enforced; 
and that those trees had been pineasters, and planted twenty years 
ago. The quantity of land thus planted would have been COO 
acres, having 1250 trees of standing timber upon each acre, or 
750,000 trees upon the 000. These, at twenty years growth, are 
certainly undervalued at St. Helena, when reckoned at only 40 a’. 

C c 
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eacli ; consequenlly their value at the present time would have 
been at least ci’l,,o00,000. ; this is exclusive ot iniUKaise <piantities 
of fuel that would also have been furnished by thinning the jvlan- 
tations during' that period. 

How much then liave the present generation cause to lament 
the negligence and inattention of their fatheis ! If those planta- 
tionshad lu'cii established, fuel would have been, tim ing the last 
twenty years, in abundance ; and there would have been enough 
to supply the numerous shi[)s that annually touch heie ; whils! 
the aspect of the island would have been lieautiiied : and iii all 
probability an imjnovement in the climate effected, by the attraction 
of a greater degree of moisture from such extensive plantations. 

Surely these retlcctions are enough to rouse the attention of the 
present landholders ; and as every facility w ill, in future, be 
given to forward so laudable an obJe(‘t, l)y estal)lishing juoper 
nurseries in the Company’s gartlens at Plantation-house, from 
which all the fittest sort of trees for this climate will be supplied, 
at moderate rates, I therefore entertain a sanguine ho[)e that the 
present beginnings will be pursued with ardour. 

If, after what has been said, and I hope clearly demonstrated, 
there should be any occupier of land, who is not im|)ressed with 
a conviction of the infinite importance of plantations of pineaster 
and other useful trees, and who does not exert himself in rearing 
them, I should consider such a man as totally blind to his own 
interests; regardless or himself and family; and of little or no 
use to the community of which he is a member. 

I cannot quit this subject without again adverting to what has 
been stated in my letter to Dr. Berry, in pages 15 and Ki of the 
last month’s llegister.* Experience, during live years past, has 
clearly shewn that the pineaster, .stone pine, cypress, Botany Bay 


* Section XXVIl. 
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willow, the indigenous red wood, and the large species of Mor- 
gossa {Melia azedcrach), are without exception, the very In, si 
trees for tl.iis island. They are of quick growth, and all evergreens ; 
tl\ey stand the trade wind in the most exposed situations ; and 
mo.st of them are equally useful for timber as for fuel. To this 
list I may venture to add the Hois noir, or black wood. Of this 
tree 1 lately received .some seed from Governor Farquhar at the 
Isle of France, who is of opinion that the black wood might be a 
valuable acquisition to- the St. Helena plantations. So far as I 
can at present Judge, I have reason to believe it will succeed 
admirably- The young plants are already finely come up, and 
are much more forward than any other of the seeds that were 
sown at the same time. “ The Hois noir, at the Isle of France, 
“ is beautifnl during nine months of the year, grows surprisingly 
“ quick, and yields a timber that is excellent for ship-building, 
“ and other valuable purposes.” 

Of tlie trees I have here enumerated, there is, I believe, only 
one (tlie Alorg'ossn) which is fit for underwoods ; and as these 
would be extremely serviceable for fuel, because they re-produce 
after Iteing cut down, I would recommend extensive plantations 
of Morgossa, China peach, island peach, fig, guava, orange, and 
lemon trees’ all of which bear cutting, and, after being once es- 
tablished, would yield a succession of fuel for many years. 

Plantains, too, are <le.serving attention. If the low grounds, 
where there is a good supply of water, w’ere fille«l w ith groves of 
this excellent fruit, they would not only be a great accpiisition as 
food for man, but their stems would yield, after the fruit is ripe, 
abundance of nutritions fodder for cattle ; which w'onld secure 
the landholders from such ruinous losses in cattle as have, at times, 
occurred in seasons of drought ; and which I am fully convinced, 
from all I have read on this subject, and from the successful trials 
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r have made of jireeii-fodder crops from eorn, are entirely to lie 
ascribed to improvident management, and to depending solely on 
]>asture lands. 

T shall eonelude these observations with the following notices, 
regarding the growth of trees on the island of St. Helena, which 
are recorded in my journal. 

Febrttanf i)th, 1813. — At Long Wood there are some China 
peach trees, on the east side of the offices behind the house (a 
very exposed situation), raised from peach stones put in the soil 
by Colonel IJroughton about four years ago. These trees Idos- 
somed last year, but had no fruit. At present they are ten to 
twelve feet high, and have a good many peaches on them. This 
juoves that very valuable orchards of peaches might speedily be 
raised at St. Helena. A few acres, plante«l in sheltered and 
warm situations with peach stones at four feet asunder, would be 
much sooner yuoduetive of fruit; and when thinned, at four or 
five years growth from the seed, would yield jdenty of fuel : and 
the best trees being left, would continue for many years to pro- 
duce great abundance of fruit, which would be serviceable to the 
inhabitants and shipping, and what might be to spare would 
afford an admirable food for hogs ; as these animals are extremely 
fond of the fruit, and more so of the kernels, they might be suf- 
fered to range in the peach orchards as they do amongst oak trees 
in England. Thus they might be fed, during January, February, 
and March, without any expense to the yvroprietors. 

These observations apply equally to orchards of figs and guavas ; 
which come in season immediately after the peaches, and would 
give a further supply of food to those animals during the three 
following months. 

Some young piueasters which C<donel Broughton received from 
the seed-bed at l*lantation-house, sown in May, 1809, are now, 
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Hi tliree years and a lialf growth, feet high. Some red wood 
trees of the same age are from (> to 8 feet high, with tine straight 
stems now in red blossom. 

Mny !2()/A, 1813. — At Plantation-house there is amongst the 
pineasters sf>wn in May, 1809, and transplanted in May, 1810, a 
remaikable fine tree which this day, in four years, measures ten 
leet eleven inches. Some Morgossa trees (the seed of which was 
sown on the 26‘th of Fcliruary, 1812), transplanted the 3d of 
October, measure 3j feet high ; with horizontal bramdies wbii'h 
cover a space of 4j feet in diameter. This is a surprising growth 
in fifteen .months from the seed. I also this day measured a beau- 
tiful young cypress which was a .seed on llie 8th of A'pril, 1811, 
and transplanted on the 2d of July, 1812, and has now attained 
the height of four feet and live inches. 3’he.se few notices may 
lie of use hereafter to refer to ; and are, undoubtedly, sutiicient 
to convince all unbia,s,sed persons here, and elsewhere, of the 
facility with which plantations of useful timber, and of fruit trees, 
rilight b(! raised at St. Helena. It is, indeed, much to be lamented, 
tliat any ol)struction whatever should stand in the way of these 
extensive and valuable improvements. If the goats are not ex- 
terminated, and the sheep tamed and tended, there is but "too 
mucli reason to apprehend that those animals will be a (constant 
source of vexation and loss, to tho.se who have really a desire to 
contribute their efforts to the general good of the island, 


May mil, 1813. 
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SECTION XXIX. 

Means of collectinfj Wale e on the driest Parts of the Island, and Observations 
.on the Advantages resullinfj from this Praeiice. 

In the year 1809, 1 made an attempt to introduce the Indian 
mode of forming- tanks, or reservoirs, by means of a mound or 
embankment. It seemed very practicable ; but tlie soil not 
being- sutliciently t<'nacious for retaining water, the first trial did 
not succeed ; a second, however, was completely successful, and 
aflbrds a positive demonstration of the practicability of retaining 
water, collected during the rains, in evmi tlie most barren and 
driest parts of the island. 

'I’his had long been a desideratum at St. Helena ; and as 
nothing tends more to general irnprovementof a country than the 
introduction of water in those [daces, ca|)able of cultivation, 
which are destitute of natural supplies of this element, I shall 
here give an account of the successful method which has been 
carried into edect ; and which already has rendered a considera- 
ble [lortion of land fit for habitation and other useful [uirposes ; 
which, before the formation of the reseivoir, had always been 
consiilered as liarren ami unprofitable. 'This reservoir was origi- 
nally intended fin iii» supply of the soldiers composing the 
garrison of Ladder Hill; who, 'ever since a military post was 
established there, had been stinted in the su[»ply of water, on ac- 
count of the laborious task allotted them of bringing it in kegs 
from James’ Town. To relieve them from this fatigue, and to 
furnish an adequate siqiply, a tank has been formed on the south 
side of High Knoll, which, by means ol' suiall channels cut on 
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this bill, as well as on the adjoiiiing bill, called “ Meniinans,” 
will receive tbe wlnde of tbe rains lliat I’all on a space of several 
acres. As Ibose bills are mostly covei'c<l with grass, tlie rain 
water wbicb runs from tbeir declivities, is imicb cleaner tban that 
froin tbe mocc level surface of Ladder Hill ; where, for want of 
vegetation, tlic soil is readily loosened, ainl carried otf by tbe 
streams; wbi(;b are, at all times, extremely mmbly, 

Tbe tank, or reservoir, has been excavated in stiff clay, at tlie 
distance of 2800 yanls from the new rortifn atioiis on Larlder Mill. 
'Tbe prevailing sQ\itb-east wind, coming down a valley immedi- 
ately beyond it, keeps tbe water in constant agitation, and pre- 
vents it becoming stagnant or muddy. As tbe descent from tbe 
tank to tbe fortifications is one foot in ten, tbe stream moves 
quickly. A cut stone water covirse lias been laid tbe whole of tbe 
distance At those phn-es where tbe ground is tolerably <.‘ven, it 
is raised about six inches above tbe surface. Tbe small ravines, 
or gullies, are crossed by walls, having openings or gutters for 
tl>e free passage of tbe rain, under the water course, so as to pre- 
vent tlie muddy water from jjadder Hill, mixing with tbe purer 
stream from tbe tank. Tbe reservoir l onlains about 4000 tons ; 
and as it may be expected to be filled twice a year, (during tbe 
two rainy seasons) the total annual sujijily will be about 8000 
tons. Allowing 10 Ions a day for Ladder Hill, there would re- 
main J or -'lOOOtons for any intermediate gardens ; or t'or cottages 
that may hereafter be erected between High Knoll and I.adder 
Hill. Tbe whole of Ladder Hill, comprising about 300 acres, 
lias ever lieen devoid of water, and of no value whatever ; lint as 
a few small cisterns at proper distances can be established near tbe 
clioicest spots of land, they may po.ssibly invite persons to build 
and to cultivate. It seems to me that tbe culture of tbe melon, 
pumpkin, grape, and all sorts of esculents, might be carried on 
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extensively ; not by tlic costly mode of breaking up a great part 
of the land, and clearing it of rocks and stones, but merely by 
digging holes two or three feet in diameter, and filling them with 
good mould and manure. This method, with occasional water- 
ing, and particularly in situations sheltered from the south-east 
wind, would promote the growth of many sorts of vegetables ; 
and by thus having water, passing through this, at present desert 
tract, there might be 'uany places selected, suitable to the pur- 
poses of cultivation, and of rearing hogs, poultry, &c. 

To form some idea of the immense quantities .of pumpkins that 
might be raised in the manner I have suggested, and which would 
not only be a valuable acquisition to shipping, but a cheap food 
for hogs, it will be sufficient to state, that from a dry bank at 
Plantation-house, of iiglit soil, measuring f3C0 feet by 12,* in 
which lioles were dug, and a few seeds sown in October, 1810, 
there was, from the first crop, a return of 3583 pounds of excel- 
lent pumpkins: several of which weighed 70 pounds each. I 
have been informed that this produce is even inferior to that 
which has been obtained in other places of this island. 


* This being 4800 square { et, is about the tenth part of an acre ; the produce would 
then ore be about 85,000 pounds of pumpkins per acre. The seeds were .sown on the 
27 th of October, 1810, and the last of the crop was gathered on the 9th of July, 1811. 
Mr. Henry Alexander, Colonial .Secretary at the Cape of Good Hope, informed me that 
the Dutch farmers there sow pumpkin seed amongst their corn, and by this meansobtain a 
double crop. This practice is deserving attention on this islatid. 
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SECTION XXX. 


Further Observations on the Importance of planting Trees at St. Helena. 

k* 

I HE importance of introducing, on this island, extensive plan- 
tations of trees, for the purposes of timber and fuel, has been so 
frequently brought to the notice of the landholders, through the 
medium of the 8t. Helena Register, that it seemed scarcely requi- 
site to a<ld any thing mare iqmii this subject ; particularly as a 
spirit for planting has been evinced, which may lead to great 
im[)rovements, and prove highly beneficial to the present, as well 
as future generations. 

Lately, however, I met with a paper upon Mr. Curwen’s 
plantations. It is indeed truly applicable to the circumstances 
of this island ; and as it contains the result of experience, and the 
opinions of a respectable individual who has very largely engaged 
in the improvement of his estates by “ maldno- plantations on 
many indifferent mountain pasture lands,” lam inclined to think 
this communication will attract attention. 

The account of Mr.Ourwen’s plantations is peculiarly calculated 
to confirin that laudable spirit which has been awakened, to 
stimulate exertion, and to impress on the minds of those, who may 
entertain doubts as to the advantages of converting some of their 
hill lands into plantations, that “ no speculation can hold out a 
more flattering prospect.” 

But, the prospect here is far more promising than that inferred 
by Mr. Curwen. Let any one examine, and duly consider the 
deductions which have been given in the Register for July, 1811, 

D d 
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p. 17;* let him compare the facts on which those deductions are 
founded — let him look at those trees, the growth of which has 
been recorded — and he will, 1 trust, tind the reasoning incontro- 
vertihle : besides, in regard to the trees that have been noticed, 
of twenty-six years growth, it is proper here to observe, that there 
is not one that has been treated as it ought to have l)een : they 
have all been placed too much asunder, and thereby deprived of 
the advantage of sheltering eacli other, and of being drawn up 
into straight timber. I’heir stems have been denuded of their 
branches to the heiglit of 18 or 20 feet ; the soil in which the*y 
grow has been thereby too much exp<»sed to the sun’s rays, and 
from these causes there t'anuot lie a doid)l they have received a 
considerable check. Had they been planted and treated accord- 
ing to Mr. Miller, tlierc is good reason to believe they would 
succeed better ; but taking tliem as they are, they are now valuable, 
both for timlier and fuel. 

Mr. (birwen estimates' his trees at sixty years growth, and 
their value at three hundred pounds per acre, 'riie estimate 1 
have taken is at twenty years only ; and the value (at this island 
price of timber and fuel) exceeds ten times that sum. What a 
vast encouragement is this to a speculation which is generally 
admitted in England to be one of the most profitable, in which a 
landholder can engage ! 

When it is considered also that a single individual (Mr. .lohnes 
of riavod) lias formed the resolution of planting one million of 
trees annually, ought not this to stimulate the united efforts of 
the seventy landholders of St. Helena .> who might assuredly, with 
ease accomplish one tenth of this number every year. If such a 
resolution w ere adopted by them, it would, in the course of a few 
years render St. Helena abundant in fuel ; and in twenty years, 

* Section XXVllI. 
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or less, there would be a sufficient quantity of timber for all the 
various purposes required in buildings and at the farms. 

The object of plantations is indeed so important in every point 
of view, the certainty of success on this island, so clearly esta- 
blished on the basis of facts, and the advantageous consequences 
that would be felt by the Lords Proprietors, as well as individuals, 
so very great that it deserves the most serious attention, and in 
my opinion, ought to call forth every possible exertion, both 
j)ublic and private (for some years to come) in order to restore 
wood to this long neglected and denuded spot. 




PART II. 

NARRATIVE OF THE .MUTINY, 

IN DECEMBER, 1811. 
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PART II. 

NAlUiATIVE OF THE MUTINY, [N I)ECE\|BEK, 1811 

ColfHtel liealfsinus /{pporf to ihe IJoitnnrahle the (hnirt af Directors f or the 
y{l)airs (^f the Ihriled East Judia tAoerpaHy, 

[loNoiJUARLi: Sirs, 

« 

A MOST daring inntiny having broken. out in the 8 t. Helena 
intantry, on Ihe night of the 2 J{d ult. lor tlie avowed jHirpose of 
seizing iny person, and subverting this government, it l)ecomes 
iny duty to lay belore 3 on a general view of the eausesM hich led 
to these licentious, and hitdily criminal proceedings ; together 
with a <letail of every circumstance that occurred, as well as the 
measures 1 ado[ded, from the commencement of the mutiny, until 
the surrender of the mutineers; which happily led to the com- 
plete re-establishment of militaiy subordination. 

Your Honouralde Court is well aware of the state of St. Helena 
at the time you did me the honour to appoint me to this govern 
ment. On my arrival in JuU', 1808, I found a po[)ulation of 
3600 living almost n holly upon the public stores ; and obtaining 
most of the necessaries of life in profusion, at ]>rices not exceeding 
one third of the ynime cost. The conse(juences of so unyirecedented 
a .system (as might naturall 3 ’^ he expected) were the neglect of 
cultivation, — the decline of indu.stry, — and an immense augmenta- 
tion in the annual charges of the island. 



208 


NARRA.TIVE OF THE MUTINY, &c. 


This augmentation between the years 1800 and. 1808, had been 
gradually progressive from <£51,030. to ^114,961. per annum.* 

♦ The sums X5 1,030. and are tlie net charges.” Freight and contingent 

losses upon provisions, and stores, received annually from England, India, and China, 
being settled at the India-house, are not included in the island accounts. 

Rating freiglit from India at Jv30. per ton (which is less than the average in time of 
war) and adding Vhis rate, and tlie contingent expences, to 2/114,96*1. in 1808, 1 find the 
actual cliarges of that year amounted to 2/157,356. ; and if the same proportion of freight, 
&c. be added to 2^51,030. in 1800, the total is 2/69,000.; consequently the charges of 
this small island had risen from L69,000. in 1800, to 2/157,356. in 1808. 

Tliis augmentation of X88,356. in the annual charges, originated chiefly, in a new 
and very extraordinary system, which had gradually crept in, of feeding the population 
from the Comp^^ny’s stores. The cause of those additional expences being ascertained, 
it was easy to apply proper remedies ; but in doing so, I certainly could not expect to gain 
the good will of the St. Helenians : this will explain the general dissatisfaction” 
alluded to. 

It may be proper in this place to observe, that the effect of the measures introduced 
since 1808, has been to reduce the expences from 2.rl57>35G. per annum, to Ll04,88(). 
in 1812 — thus, producing a saving to the Honourable East India Company of 2/52,476. 
per annum. This observation will be illustrated by the following Statement whieli was 
laid before the Honourable East India Directors, i,u April, 1814. 

Comparaiwe View of St. Helena Charges, 1808 — 1812- 


i 

1 

Total Charge 
1808. 

- 

Total Charge' Diftereneo, or 
1812. 1 Saving 

Net Charges, per Island Accounts, 

L. 

I 

L. 

91,743 

L. 

23,218 

^ i r Deviation, in lieu of fi eight, to storc- 
o ^ a 1 ships from haigland, 

5,000 

3,000 

2,000 

S uJ Freiglit from India iiiid China, at 7/30. 
^ 1 *■ - - 

! 31,200 

7,560 

23,730 

5 'S "1 arrack Icagers, 

.S 2 LEoss upon beef, pork, and flour casks, 

! 951 

- 

951 

: 5,154 

i 

2,577 

2,577 

Total 

I 157,350 

104,880 

52,476 


This saving of L52,476. in the annual charges, was the cfTcct of regulations and re- 
strictions upon the issues and sale of provisions from the Company’s stores ; and of intro- 
ducijig the plough, and giving examples of English husbandry, which have led to a larger 
scale of cultivation. 


NARRATIVE OF THE MITTINY, &c. 209 

1 found a garrison, as well as many of the inhabitants, immersed 
in the grossest intemperance, from the facility of obtaining, and 
their excessive use of, spirituous liquors ; and I found that abuses 
obtained in some of the departments. The measures I resorted 
to, in correcting so many existing evils, (and which have been 
honoured by your entire approbation), must be in the recollec- 
tion of your Honourable Court. • 

Whilst I was carrying forward my official duties, upon princi- 
ples of strict justice between the Company and individuals, I 
was often assailed with reports of intended mutinies. These 
were sometimes conveyed in anonymous papers, and circulated, 
no doubt, with a view of intimidating me from persevering in a 
system of reform, which had become necessary, and which I was 
firmly resolved to pursue. Although these vile means, and some 
other circumstances, evinced a general dissatisfaction, yet, con- 
.scious of the uprightness of my conduct, I totally disregarded 
them, and those factious and discontented men, who took the lead 
.in these despicable and seditious attempts, finding that their mean 
and unbecoming artifice had not the desired effect, were apparently 
lulled foV* many months past. Very lately, however, when a 
temporary inconvenience was felt, arising from our reduced stock 
of floor, and the total want of rice in the public stores, this 
occasion was eagerly laid hold of, and became a plea for the 
revival of unreasonable demands, accompanied with menaces of 
mutiny and rebellion. 

The want of bread corn was the pretended cause of dissatis- 
faction : but circumstances have since clearly shewn that the 
sole object of the late violent measures, was to compel this govern- 
ment to give spirits to the garrison; an object in which every 
drunkard on the island felt a deep and warm interest. 

The first symptoms of discontent appeared on Sunday morning 

Ee 
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the 22d of December : the particulars will be found in the fol- 
lowing General Orders ; 

James's Town, 23d December, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

“ On Friday last, when it was reported to the Governor that 
no supplies -of potatoes had been sent to market, and that con- 
.siderable inconvenience was, in consequence, felt by the soldiers 
in garrison, he instantly adopted the only measure which was 
practicable for removing that inconvenience. Accordingly, a 
Proclamation * w«as issued, which, he has no doubt, will secure 
supplies of that necessary article of food, in suthcient quantity to 
meet the imports of flour and rice that are hourly expected. 

“ The Governor’s consideration for the comforts of the soldiers, 
was again manifested, by the orders that were immediately issued, 
for a Court of Inquiry to assemble, for the purpose of investigat- 
ing the real and true causes of the inconvenience complained of. 
On Saturday evening he was furnished with the proceedings of 
the Court ; by which he plainly perceived, that for want of pota- 
toes having been sent to market, and a premeditated design to 
make complaints, a temporary inconvenience was created. Never- 
theless, he felt every inclination to remove it ; for,- when it was 
reported on Sunday morning, that there was no bread in tire 
messes, he immediately oidered twenty bushels of potatoes from 
Plantation-house lajin to be sent to James’s Town. 

“ The Governor naturally hoped that such dispositions, to 
relieve as much as lay in his power, under present circumstances, 
the wants of the soldiers, would have been received as testimonies 
of his solicitude to promote their comforts. But how diff’erent 
was the reception ! Some of the men made purchases in the 

• Appendix, A. ■ 
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market, at the accustomed price of potatoes sent from Long Wood 
(and they of course, must have considered them reasonable) ; but 
soon after those purchasers returned the potatoes, and said they 
were dear, in which the whole garrison seemed to combine, 
lliis was, indeed, the first complaint that occurred against the 
late reduced price of potatoes. If the soldiers will but look back 
to the difficulty they formerly experienced, and to the exorbitant 
rates that were extorted from them in procuring that excellent 
substitute for bread (so. eagerly sought after, three years ago,) 
and compare the immense quantities that have l)een furnished 
them from Long Wood, during the last two years, they must be 
sensiljle they have derived peculiar advantages fr«m the late 
enlarged scale of cultivation. Those advantages are, ht least, 
equivalent to former indulgences, which it is, at present, impossible 
to grant, of purchasing rice and peas from tlie (Jom|>any’s stores. 

“ In all countries, and in all situations, temporary iiwonveni- 
ences of this kind will occasional!}^ arise ; and which no human 
ibresight can prevent. Disappointments in the arrival of Hour 
from England and America, and of rice from India, and other 
causes, have, unavoidably, occasioned a difierence in the supplies 
to the garrison. But, in the year 1795, when tlie corn crops in 
England had failed, what was the state of the United Kingdoms? 
The very first families there were glad, and contented, to use the 
only substitute for breail corn that was procurable, and this sub- 
stitute w as potatoes. Are soldiers then, of all men in the w orld, 
whose profession often leads them to the severest [uivafions 
and hardships, to depart from their character, by murmuring and 
complaining, merely because they cannot get an indnh^enee they 
were accustomed to ; and at a time too when there is no real 
w'ant of food, and when they receive their full rations of liread 
and meat ?--Ought they not rather to prove themselves worthy of 
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the name of soldiers ; and to shew they are capable, (and willing 
too,) of sustaining such privations as it may one day be their lot 
to suffer ? For shame ! What a striking contrast to the conduct 
of this stationary garrison, is that of those brave fellow's who are 
at present gallantly fighting in Spain and Portugal ! No murmurs 
are heard of there, although the armies are exposed to the rigour 
of the seasons, to many privations, and to long and harrassing 
inarches. 

“ The Governor is disposed to believe that this spirit of discon- 
tent, which was so strongly, and most improperly, manifested 
from PViday morning to Sunday evening, could not have been 
produced o;<^^herwise than by some few malicious persons, who 
have be'en but too successful in misleading others. This, indeed, 
may be justly inferred from some of the men having actually made 
purchases of potatoes, and afterwards returned them ; evidently 
because those advisers had persuaded them not to take them at 
the former price, of which there never before was the smallest 
complaint. — This led to an inconsiderate declaration that they, 
mmt have the potatoes lowered to four shillings. What could 
reasonably be expected from such conduct ? Could any set of 
men for a moment persuade themselves that this w’as a mode of 
obtaining their ends? Weak, indeed, must that man be who 
would yield to such combination. — If he did, he would need to 
hide his face, and despise himself for ever. 

“ Although the Governor has deemed it proper, on this occa- 
sion, to declare these as his most decided and unalterable senti- 
ments ; yet he must, at the same time, assure every person on 
this island, that he never has been, nor ever will be, inclined to 
commit a single act of oppression towards any individual. He will 
do the strictest justice to all. He will act most fairly and uprightly 
between them and his honourable employers.; he will pay the 
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utmost attention to every fair and reasonable representation of 
the soldiers thnmgli the medium of their officers ; and will be 
ready at all times to extend any necessary indulgence, as far as 
may be consistent with the established regulations, or compatible 
wilh his duty ; but it must not be expected that he will ever depart 
from these principles ; and of which no reasonable man can 
complain. « 

' “ With this view, he will issue immediate orders for assembling 
a special court of inquiry, in order to ascertain on what plea or 
pretext, the murmurs that began on Friday morning were occa- 
sioned ; and he will afterwards adopt such measures as he may 
deem proper. , 

“ The soldiers in this garrison should also be reminded that 
similar inconvenience to the present (if it may be so called) has 
not been unfrequent. In the year 1747 sO great was the distress 
for flour, rice, and meat on this island, that the rations were 
limited to half a pound of meat per day, and to five pounds of 
bread per week. In 1797, for similar reasons, the weekly rations 
were regulated at three pounds of bread, at two-pence per 
pound, and at eight pounds of potatoes, at a penny a pound. 
These facts appear on the records ; but at those periods, even 
although the. rations were reduced, no murmuring or dissatisfac- 
tion shewed itself ; all descriptions of persons submitted to the 
existing circumstances, because they were unavoidable. 

“ It gives the Governor sincere concern to be compelled to draw 
these comparisons, yet he trusts the future conduct of the soldiers 
(which he will do them the justice to say for these two years past, 
would have reflected credit on any garrison), may hereafter con- 
vince him, that the errors into which they have fallen, have only 
proceeded from the causes he has conjectured." 

C. R. G. HODSON, 
Town Major. 
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When I delivered these orders to the Town Major to be issued, 
I opened a sealed anonymous paper which during the night was 
slipped under Mr. Doveton’s door. I was, at the same time, in- 
formed by the Town Major that the regiment was prepared to 
mutiny, for the purpose of seizing my person, and sending me on 
board the Camperdown !* 

The following is a copy of the anonymous paper alluded to ; 
which was addressed “ To the Governor and Council/’ 

James's Forty Dccemv 22dy 1811. 

“ Gentlemen of the Councel, 

“ His it still your intension to percevere in your oppression and 
“ tyrannney to wards the troops in this garrison, has hitherto 
“ you have done ; if so, you can .expect nothing but an open 
“ rebellion. 

“ 1 am hereby autherized, by the troops id' this island, to in- 
“ form this Councel, if they do not imineudatly soply this garrison 
“ with liquor and provisions, in the same manner has Governor 
“ Brooks did (whose regulations you«have voilated) you shall be 
made answerable for what may follow, except you make your 
“ escape good from this settlement. 

“ It is in your power to prevent the impending' vengeance 
“ which now hangs over your head’s, and save the lives of many 
poor souls, which will inevitable fall a saerefiee.” 

Th is seditious paper was written in a feigned hand. The 
affectations of false orthography, afid of bad style, are evidently 
intended to conceal its author. 

The receipt of this letter, and the Town Major’s information, 

* The Camperdown cutter was hired by the Connpauy, and attached to the island in 

1809. Slie was occasionally sent to the Cape of Good Hope, and South Atnei'ica, on 

« 

the public service. 
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determined me not to lose a moment in preparing for the worst 
that could happen. I ordered the Camperdown to sail imme- 
diately ; the strong forts of Ladder Hill and High Knoll to be 
re-in foi’ced ; and I made the necessary arrangements for taking 
post at Plantation-house, wliich I resolved to defend in person 
against any attacks that might be made upon me. 

To Captain Benjamin Hodson, of tlie artillery, an excellent 
officer, in whose judgment and discretion I had the most perfect 
confidence, I directed the Town Major to address the following 
instructions. 

To Captain Benjamin Hodson, of the Artillery Corf)s. 

Sm, 

I AM directed by the (lovernor to inform you that yon are imme- 
diately to take charge of the post at Ladder Hill ; and to use 
your utmost vigilance in preventing any persons liaving commu- 
nication with the men under your command ; and if you should 
perceive any assemblies of men in garrison, or any appearance of 
commotion among the troops, yon will apprise them if they do 
not immediately disperse and return peaceably to their quarters, 
that you will instantly o]>en a fire upon them ; and which you are 
hereby ordered to do, in case of a non-compliance with the notice 
you shall have previously given. 

You will keep up a constant communication with the com- 
manding officer in garrison, who will be enabled to give you in- 
formation of what may be going on in the fort ; and of which you 
will make a signal to Plantation-house. 

Upon the smallest appearance of tumuli, you will immediately 
fire the general alarm ; the volunteers will then assemble at their 
usual station ; and with whom the Governor will proceed to 
reinforce your post, -or act according to circumstances. 
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The officers who are to act under your command, are. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Wilson. 

Lieutenant Dentaaffe. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

C. R. G. HODSON, 

Jamts's Fort, ‘i"id December, 1811 . Town Major. 

To Lieutenant Phillips, of the artillery, who has long been in 
the command of High Knoll, and in whom 1 also had an entire 
confidence, I sent the following instructions. 

To Lifiutenant George L. Phillips, Commanding High Knoll. 

«» 

Sir, 

You are hereby ordered and directed to be particularly attentive 
both during the day and night, in watching the motions of men, 
or parties of men, passing or re-passing in the vicinity of your 
post ; or upon the Side Path ; or upon the old road leading 
from James’s Valley to Half-tree-ho.Uow. 

If any party or parties of troops with arms, should pass in sight 
of High Knoll, and which you have good reason to believe are 
disaffected, you will open a cannonade upon them, and disperse 
them. And upon the first appearance of such parties, you will 
instantly fire the general alarm. 

Twenty select artillery men will reinforce your post this 
evening. 

' I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

C. R. G. HODSON, 

James's Fort, 23d December, 1811 . Town Major. 

After issuing these orders, I left the Castle, at four o’clock in 
the afternoon ; but, contrary to my usual custom of returning 
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home by what is called the Governor’s Path, T thoniiht it [)r«»per 
to shew, to such as mi jil»t be watchful, that the violeut anon vinous 
letter, tlie wrilinijon the church, “.1 hot divnerand a blood >f sup- 
per” and that on the castle gate, “ 77//’.v house to let on (Jhriyf mas- 
day the one alluding to the festival dinner, and the oilier lo 
my vacating the Castle by being sent off the island, had produced 
no apprehension in my mind. I therefore desiretl my horses to 
be brought to the Castle gate, where I mounted, passed slowly in 
front of the main guard, who were supposed to be concerned in 
the intended mutiny, and proceeded gently through thi! town, 
stopping occasionally, and conversing with several persons I met. 
Tt seems that one of the most forward in the inutinv (Herw ick, 
who has since lieen hanged) passed close to me. 1 tlid not 
observe him, but he was seen from a window, after 1 had 
proceeded a few yards beyoiul him, to turn round, and, in the 
most contemptuous manner, by his gestures, ami the action of 
his clenched fist and arm, fully to express liis desperate inten- 
tions. This information did not reach me until after he was 
hanged. 

About five o’clock in the evening, I arrived at l*lantation- 
house. I sent for Mr. Ford, ihe liead overseer, to emjuire re- 
garding the characters and disposition of the artillery and infantry 
stationed there as a working party. He assured me they were all 
good men, and that T might depend on tliem. Lieutenant David 
Pritchard, whom I had selected to take charge of this guard, 
soon after arrived. 1 desired him to inspect their arms, and to 
get the men immediately accoutred. I had previously ordered 
supplies of musket and ritle ammunition to be sent, which arrived 
before sun-set. 

The men of the guard, consisting of 32, were then ordered 
into Plantation-house ; and as Captain Benjamin Hodson had 

F f 
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been instructed to fire a general alarm, upon the first ap[>earance 
of commotion, (wliicli would soon bring llie volunteers to my 
post) I was certain, tlierefore, of lieing re-inforced long before the 
mutineers could reach me : and, under these circumstances, I had 
no doubt as to the issue, being firmly determined not to yield a 
single point, nor to suffer my person to fall into their hands. 

According: to information I have since received, the mutiny 
was not to have broken out until the morningof the 26th. It had 
been settleil by the mutineers, that when the troops paraded for 
relieving the guards' that the whole of the regiment, joined by 
the main guard on duty, after seizing tlieir officers, .should inarch 
to Plantatioii-hou.se and .seize me: but, jirovidentially, the mea- 
sures 1 .had adopted, made a change in their plan : and the ring- 
leaders .seeing I was [ireparing, considered that no time should 
lie lost, and therefore they commenced their o[)erations witliin 
five hours after I had left the castle. 

At half-past seven o’clock in the evening, I received a report, 
that the mutinous troops intended to proceed to Long VYood, for; 
the purpose of getting possession of some field-pieces and aminii- 
nition. Upon hearing this, although I did not know how far it 
might be depended on, I sent an express to the Lieutenant- 
(lovernor ; in which 1 sugge.sted the advance of some field-pieces 
to oppo.se the mutineers, if they should move in that direction. 
The Lieutenant-Cjiovernor lost no time in taking up an advanta- 
geous position with the field-pieces, manned by the guard at 
Long Wood ; 'but, at the moment the advanced gun was loading, 
the mutineers surrounded him and his party, and took them 
prisoners. 

The particulars of their trausactions at Long Wood, and after 
they had seized Colonel Broughton, will be seen in his narrative.* 

* Appendix, B. 
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It was three-quarters past nine at night, when the general 
alarm tired. By this time, some of the volunteer riflemen, and 
volunteer artillery, to whom secret orders had been sent, ha<l 
arrived ; and by midnight, the Plantation-house contained a 
garj’i’son of 130 men, which I considered sutticient to repel the 
most formidable attacks of mutinous troops. On the ground-floor, 
every window and door was guarded by three or four armed men. 
parties of rifle volunteers lay behind the parapet of the roof ; and 
the rooms on the upper floor, were prepared to have been occu- 
pied at the instant the mutineers a[)proached.‘ Mrs. Beatson and 
my children were placed in security against musketry, in one of 
the upper rooms. It had strongly been recommended to me to 
remove them from the Plan tation- house : but 1 foresaw, .if this 
were discovered by the mutineers, it might perplex me : and as I 
felt the strength of my j)Osition, my mind was perfectly at ease, 
although it might not have been so if they had been removed 
from my own immediate protection. 

After the alarm tired, a judicious movement was made from 
.Ja'mes’s 'i’ovvn, of parties ofartillery and infantry to reinforce me ; 
the former under the command of Major Kinnaird, and the latter 
under Captain Sampson, two excellent oflicers, who had both 
been extremely^ active in bringing back a number of the soldieis 
to a sen.se of duty. Captain Sampson halted at Red Hill, about 
a mile from Plantation-house ; and Major Kinnaird, about twelva* 
at night, had pas.sed Plantation-house, and took up commanding 
positions, in advance, with field-pieces, and Captain Barnes’s 
company, and some other artillerymen, upon the roads on which 
the mutineers must pass, in coining from Long VV^ood. Captain 
Desfountain, w'ith three guns and the volunteer artillery, occu- 
pied another position in the rear of Major Kinnaird. 

Although Captain Sampson had expressed a confidence in his 
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men, yet I could not but entertain the stronijest suspicions of tin 
whole of the infantry.* I therefore ju^iive positive orders, that if 
any trooj»s advance<l near my ]»ost, Mithout permission, they 
should l)e tired uj)on. 

About one in the morning’ of the 21th, tis no tiring had been 
heard in the ilirection of Long Wood, 1 liegan to entertain ap- 
prehensions for the safety of the Lieutenant-(iovernor ; and about 
the same time two lights and a number of men were discerned, 
moving slowly along the side of a liill, tw'o miles east from Hlan- 
tation-lnmse ; which were stjpposed to be the mutineers advaiu'- 
ing with cannon. Major Doveton, commandant of the v(dunteers, 
immediately <lispatched two active men of Ids cor|)s to gain intel- 
ligence. Messrs. John Hagley and Kennedy were sclectetl for 
that pnrjiose ; but very soon after, a black messenger brought 
intelligence that (.hjionel Broughton and his |>arty were taken 
prisoners. 

This information gave me at first some uneasiness, on account 
of the danger to which my friend and colleague would lie exposed 
in the intended attack ujum the nrutinous troojis: Init there w'as 
no alternative; for however much I value tlie life of Colonel 
Broughton, I could not permit considerations of a private nature 
to interfere with my publii- duties ; nor to deter nic from carrying 
into execution the jilans I had formed, which were imperiously 

* Tlie.se .suspicion;; Meu'iiol iudeed vvitlioiit ju.st cause ; (or, ^'inliihahLXiiiuiio, vvlio had 
been one of tlie most tlan.e; .'.nil .ictive In sedueinir the soldiers, and in administerlnjj; tlie 
oath, and ohlifr.itlon, /o v<, .rt/ir (In'minr, and scud /liin off' the isfand, liad tlie audacity 
to range hiin.sclf among the friends of the Governor, who came to reinforce I’hiiitalion- 
house. ilc had hoped by his Influence to have turned those friends into foes; and 
seemed, at one time, wlien tlie Long Wood mutineers approached, to be on tlie eve of 
niaking the nttcmyit ; hut jicreeiving he w;is suspected, and closely watehed, hy a non- 
eommissiotied ollieer, with a drawn sword, ■ immediately beliind Iiim, he was thus deterred 
from putting hi.s design in execution. 
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nect^ssury for restoring military subordination, and the peace and 
order of tliis setlleinent. 

At tlie same time I considered il proper to make an attempt to 
resoie his person from the impending danger. I therefore wrote 
a'pencil note to Captain Sampson, directing liim to advance with 
do < hosen men to form ai» ambuscade <»n the left Hank of the 
mutinous column, and to commence the attack, l>y giving one 
fire in such a manner as to avoid Colonel Hroughton, (who might 
be distincily seen by the lights the liiutineers had iaiprudently 
with them,) and immediately after to ruslr upon them with the 
bayonei. Major Kinnaird was to sup|>ort this attack. 

I had just given these oniers when Major Wd'ight arrived, and 
informed me the mutineers had halted w'ithin oO of (iO^yards ol’ 
Major Kinnair<i’s post; and .had sent forwmrd to oiler the condi- 
tions on which they would surrender. . I’lu' negociations wer<; 
intentionally protracted until day-light on the 21th ; wliich hav- 
ing te niinated in the unconditional surrender of the whole party, 
tin; attmnpt to lescue (^olom l Hroughton became unnecessary. 

d’he iirst pniposals sect by the mutineers, wi re, that griev- 
ances must be -redresssd, and a promise given, that the soldiers 
.should have regular issues ot spirits tVom the ston-s to which I 
sent woril i»y Major Wright, “ that I would grant no term.s ; 1 
could not treat with rebels ; and if they did not instantly sur- 
render, 1 would put every man to the sword.” 

Major Wright .soon alter returiu‘d and t<dd me the mutineers 
hoped I would grant terms : aiul it was oliserved by some per- 
sos.s around me, that the lite of Colonel liroughton would be in 
great ilanger if the attack were made. To this observation 1 re- 
plied, that the mutineers having posse.ssion of tlie Lieutenant- 
Governor would be no sermrity to tiiemselves ; and a sei.'ond 
message was returned, apprising them of this resolution ; and 
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that I would instantly order them to be fired upon, and the whole 
destroyed if they did not submit. Upon receiving this reply, they 
began to waver; and finally they proposed to Majors Wright 
and Hodson, that all they would now ask, was ray proraise pf 
pardon : but tliis I positively refused ; and, .^t the same time, in- 
formed them, if they did not yield unconditionally, that Major 
Kinnaird had received orders to put the whole of them to death. 
It was now day-light, and .seeing a superior force opposed to 
them, they at length surrendered, saying they would trust to my 
mercy. 

Of above two hundred men that sallied from James’s I’own, 
upon this mad and desperate enterprise, only 75 remained toge- 
ther in the morning ; all the others seem to have repented, and 
returned to their barracks. 

The prisoners were put in close confinement at High Knoll, 
and tlie following General Orders were issued. 

Head Quarters, St, Helena, 2Ath December, 181 1. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

“ The Governor had hoped that the communication of his sen- 
timents in the orders of yesterday, would have had the eflect of 
convincing the soldiers in garrison of his dispositions to render 
them the strictest justice on every occasion ; and of his readine.ss 
to aftbrd redress for any real grievances they may sustain. He 
could hardly have snp[)ose(l that so numerous a body of the corps 
of infantry, exceeding 200 men, could have been so misled by a 
few discontented and factious persons, as to commit acts of mutiny 
and rebellion in the manner they have done, by the .seizure of the 
liieutenaiit-Governor, and by avowing an intention of also seizing 
the person of the Governor himself. From the conversations Lieute- 
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nant-Colonel Broughton had with these deluded men, it evidently 
appears there has been too mueh pains taken, by souk; villains 
in this island, to misrepresent, or construe, every act of the Gover- 
noi’is as tyrannical and, oppressive. On the contrary, he will venture 
to say, that no former governor had ever been so attentive to the 
comforts, as well as to the improvement, of the moral character of 
the garrison. He has never cea.sed to do his utmost to augment 
the |)roduce of the lands, by which alone can the necessaries of 
life be reduced in price, and thereby come within the reach of a 
soldier’s pay. ft is true the issues of spirits have been disconti- 
nued ; and this is by order of the Court of Directors. It is his 
duty to obey ; and what the soldiers did demand, it i*s impossible 
to give. I’he garrison may recollect the shameful excesses that 
were committed lately, after the arrival of 12 casks of rum from 
the Cape, and the great increase of patients in the hospital, which 
immediately followed ; notwithstanding the soldiers were limited 
to half-daily rations of spirits. It was for these reasons that the 
Governor f/w/ recomiiiend to Mr. Pringle, at the Cape, not to send 
the remaining casks ; but, at the same time, he requested him to 
send Cape wine, which is hourly expected ; in order to give a 
trial and to ascertain if this substitute for spirits w'ould be accept- 
able : if so, it' w ould be provided in sufficient quantity to afford 
regular issues, at the rate of one pint per day to each man. It is 
also well known, when any soldier’s term of service is exj)ired, 
that the Governor has never, in any instance, refused his discharge. 
Wherefore, if any are dissatisfied with the changes that have 
taken place on this e.stablishment, they have it always in their 
power to quit it, when their term of service shall have been ex- 
pired. Nay, the Governor will even go further; for if there be 
any effective men here who dislike their situations, because they 
have not an opportlinity of committing excessive intem|)erance. 
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lie will readily aec(>miin»tlate tliein, liy eiileriaining tliem and 
making up the lenn of five years, for any of the I ndia establish- 
ments, where they M’ill have opportunities ot sati fjity iiig their 
propensities. 

“ II eanieto the knowledge of the Governor last night, that the 
infantry eonijdain of some hardships in tlie nature and amount of 
stop|)ages. 'The eiroumstanees that have been re|»resented to the 
Lieutenant (biveruor, as well as some partieulars in a written 
statement in his yiossession, are matters that will lie immediately 
attended to. In short every soldier may rest assured, that \{real 
grievances are properly re[>resenteil, there sliall never be cause 
to complain of want of redress — but at the same time the Governoi 
must apprise the soldiers, tliat no menaces, no intimidating anony- 
mous papers, like tliose that have been recently handed about, 
can ever [trodnce a change in his conduct. He will do his duty : 
but will iuw er yiermit a stain on Viis reputation and character, by 
yielding to mutinous clamour and unreasonable demands. 

c. ii. a. IlODSON. 

Tovit JIdjor. 

The discomliture of these rebels hail not subdued the mutinous 
spirit of their associates; and it having been reported that an 
attempt wonbl be made to rescue the |)risoners ; 1 sent instruc- 
tions to Colonel Smith to occupy two strong |)ositions wdiich 
commanded, w ith cannon, the barracks, and fhe roads leading to 
the iuteiiui. — At the amt time were issued further orders to the 
troops. 

INSTlilJOTlONS. 

To hieuti iirivt ('olonel Siiiilh ; or Ojfirrr coninuiiuUnf/ James’s Toivu. 
Slu, 

I AM directed by tlie Goveriior to inform yon tliat Captain 
Benjamin flodson has been instructed to advance from his post 
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at Lntkler Hill, two guns to tlie first turning of tlie rood ; where 
tliey ure to remain until further orders, ready Joadeel with grajie, 
for tlie purpose of firing upon any assenihlies or jiartie.s of troops 
that may attempt to quit the lainaeks. 

fmmediately upon reeeipt of this, you will give orders ('or 
oecupying Saddle-hill battery with a eaptain of the Vaduiiteei 
Corps, and the following detail: 

20 V'oliinteer Infantry (Ritles), 

20 ilitto' Artilh-ry. 

“ You will direct him to load all the gnus on that battery 
with grape ; and to depress them towards the l);irraek,s and Side- 
path ; and to open a fire upon any ]>arties of troops that may lie 
observed in the act of assendding or moving. In ease, however, 
this fire should not have the efl'eet of retiVining the men in bar- 
racks, and that they may attempt to move along the Sidi -jiath, 
or any w here within reach, the commanding officer of the Saddle 
Ijatlery is then to advance with the whole of his riflemen, and to 
hang upon, and harass, the flank of tlie troops in their march ; 
taking care not’ to fii’e except from [loinfs inimedialehf aborc 
the columns in motion ; which wall be a guide to tiie artillery at 
High Knoll, in the event of these operations t'.dsing place in the 
night. I’he officer commanding, lias been inst ructed to cannonade 
the path in the direction he may observe the musketry upon the 
summit of the opposite ridge. Y ou will furtlier direct the officer 
in <‘harge of Saddle battery to use every other means of olistriict- 
ing movements of troops on the path ; and which might readily 
be done by taking w ith him the Vidunteer artillery men, for the 
purpose of rolling dow'ii stones, &c. 

“ If, nevertheless, the troops in motion should be able to 
advance, the captain of volunteers and his party are then to keep 
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on their flunk and to Iiarass them in whatever direction they may 
proceed. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

e. R. G. HOBSON, 

Plmitdtion-house, 2F>(h December^ 1811 . T.OWII Major. 


2^th Deceinher,]H\\. 

GENERAL ORBERS. 

A considerable proportion of the St. Helena regiment havini;, 
been guilt}' of mutiny and rebellion on the night (»f the 23d 
iirstant, by outrageoirsly sidzing the Lieutenant Governor, and 
avowing their des|)eiate intention of attempting to seize the 
Governor ; it is therefore the Governor’s positive orders that the 
men keep in their barracks, and that the main guard shall not 
get under arms without the sanction of the coiiunanfling oflicer of 
Ladder Hill, who has been ordered to depress guns loaded with 
grape, and to fii e upon the main guard if it sliall presume to get 
under arms without his previous permi.ssion. 

“ Under the present state of aflairs, the Governor deems it 
expedient to notify to the troops, that if any non-commissioned 
officer or soldier shall be guilty of disobedience to his ofticers, or 
shall evince by words or actions the smallest symptom of mutinous 
spirit, he will instantly be seized, tried by a Brum-head Court 
Martial, and hanged. 

By Order of the Governor, 

C. R. G. HOBSON, 

Totm Major. 

Orders were also issued on tlie 25th, for assembling imme- 
diately a General Court Martial. Nine of the ring-leaders were 
brought to trial, all of whom received sentence of death. But six 
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only were exciited in the evening : and finding that even these 
awful, and necessary examples, had not produced the desired 
effect ; and that the St. Helena infantry still intended to proeee<l 
in, acts of mutiny and rebellion, by seizing their officers, in Ihe 
expectation that this step would compel me to yield to their 
demands, or rather demand (for the .v«/e object of the mutiny was 
to obtain issues of spirits) ; I deemed it expedient to undeceiv'e 
them by issuing further orders. 

■ Head Quarters, St, Helen a, 2Gth December, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

“ At a General Court Martial assembled yesterday, fhe fol- 
lowing prisoners were tried, upon a charge of mutiny, preferred 
against them by the Governor. 

Charge . — “ Henry Sisell, Tliomas Berwick, Archibald Nimmo, 

“ and Robert Anderson, privates, and Arthur Smith, Thomas 
“ Edgeworth, Peter Wilsey, and John Seager, corp(»rals in the 
“ St. Helena regiment, and Richard Kitchen, gunner, in the 
“ artillery, confined by order of the Governor, on a charge of 
*' mutiny.” 

Sentence . — “ The Court having deliberated on the evidence, 

“ are of opinion that the prisoners aie guilty of mutiny, the crime 
“ they are charged with, in breach of the Articles oi‘ War, do 
“ therefore sentence, that the prisoners Sisell, Berwick, Nimmo, 

“ Anderson, Smith, Edgeworth, Wilsey, Seager, and Kitchen, 
shall suffer death, in such manner and at .such lime ami place 
“ as the Governor and Commander in (Jhiet shall direct.” 

“ We, the Governor and Council, approve the sentences award -d 
“ against the whole of the prisoners, and order the iiniiieiiir.te 
“ execution of Sisell, Berwick, Nimmo, Anderson, Smith 
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“ Edgeworth, w'ho are to be hanged by the neck nntil they aif 
“ dead.” 

“ The sentences upon the other prisoners, M'ilsey, Seager, and 
“ Kitchen, are remitted.” 

Al.EX. liEAl’SON. 

E. S. BROUOEITON. 

AV . . DovjyroN. 

ROBER T LEE( n. 


“ Tt was tlu; intention of the (Jovernor that the execution, 
yesterday evening, of these nnhap|)y men, sli.onld liave taken 
place in presence (tf the \\ hole of the garrison, assembled upon 
the Side-path : bid as the trials lasted innch longer than was ex- 
pected, and as the state of aflairs reipiired tliat immeili.ite exam- 
ples should be made, they were accordingly hanged at sun-set, 
at High Knoll. I’he (Governor sincerely hopes that tliese awful 
examjdes will prove a salutary lesson and warning to tho.se who 
may still be inclined to persevere in the atrocious crimes of mu- 
tiny and rebellion; and that they may etfe<;tually put a stop to 
that spirit of disatfection and confi)inatiun which has, for some 
da^^s past, infatuated a nnmber of the soldiers of the St. Helena 
regiment. 

“ TheCovernor has been informed, there are reports prevalent 
of further attempts being in contem|)lation for the purpose of sub- 
verting authority, seizing his person, and releasing the |)ri.soner.s, 
he therefore thinks il again necessary, to apprize those who may 
entertain such illusive ho|)e.s, that any attempt will infallibly 
prove eipudly abortive, as that which was made on the night 
between the 2dd and 21th instant; for whilst he is supported in 
the manner lie has hujipily been, during the late coidlict, it will 
be totally impossible to make ajiy im[)ression on the post lie has 
occupied ; ami in regard to such hopes as were entertained by the 
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mutineers, at tlie time they had |)ossession of tiir Li<-at«’nant 
(jovermn ’s j»eisoii, he trnsfs, he has alr( ady evinced the most 
fixed deleriiiination, that no feelings or eonsideratioiis oj'a jirivate 
nature shall ever deter him from disehaiiiiii'.!; his pnhiift duty in 
tli'at manner which his King- and (’onntry exjject (Vom him. 
VVherdore, if any farther attempt shonhl lie made, lie shall, most 
assuredly, eari'y into ellect the same orders as he I'ient to Major 
Kinnaird on the mornini*' of the 21th ; which were, to advance 
upon the insurgents, and put the whole to the sword ; and which, 
undoul)t(‘dly, vyould have heen their fate, iftliey had not surren- 
dered at discretion. 

C. ll. G. IIODSON, 

$ 

'I'litvu Mi/jor. 

As it was reported to me on the evoning of the 2(>lh, that 
murmurs and discontents, and a sullenness amongst the mutinous 
troops still continued (notwithstanding their violence was evi- 
dently abated, by the examples that had been made), I deemed it 
expedient, tlierefore to explain to them, the dangers to w’hich 
they exposed themselves, the madness and folly of their jiroceed- 
ings, and the total imitossilMlity of attaining their oliject, even if 
they were successful in securing my person ; and which I would 
take care to prevent. These sentiments were conveyed in 
Eveniiii'’ (jieneral Orders. 

O 

i:vi:mng general orders. 

2(jIIi Decemher, 1 8 1 J . 

There is no soldier so ignorant of military law as not to know 
that the crime of mutinv, which strikes at the foundation of all 
military subordination, is the most flagrant ofience that he can 
jiossibly commit; it is, therefore, punishable with instant death. 
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But wlien this ureatost of military oriines arc added acts of 
open rebellion against a state or government, the union of both 
constitutes an offence far more heinous than any that military 
lavv has singly |)rovided for. The Oovernor, therefore, when, on 
the morning of the 24th, he compelled a body of rebels and 
inutineers, consisting of 75 men, to surrender at discretion, might 
have been fully justified if he had ordered the whole of them to 
be instantly lianged. But as he had received information that 
many had been seduced, or forced, by a few factious and incorri- 
gible drunkards, he refrained from punishment, liiid so dreadful 
an effusion of human blood. Nine only of the ring leaders were 
selected and tried according to the forms prescribed by'^ military 
law. The whole were found guilty ; but still to manifest his dis- 
position to mercy, only six were ordered for execution. 

“ It gave the Governor some degree of consolation, in the late 
unhappy state of affairs, and disorganization of the St. Helena 
infantry, to be informed, that these awful examples have been 
admitted as perfectly just and necessary. The unhappy sufferer s 
declared, that he did no more than his duty, and that they 
deserved their fate. The dispositions manifested since tliose ex- 
ecutions, being symptoms of returning obedience, he most ear- 
nestly hopes, that on duly reflecting upon the enormities that have 
been committed, even the disaflected of the regiment, which he 
believes to be few, will soorj be brought, to a sense of theii’ errors. 

“ The Governor has also reason to ho|>e that the measures he has 
adopted, must have )»y this time, convinced the minds of all con- 
cerned in the late dangerous proceedings, that any attempt to 
intimidate him to. swerve from his public duties, or to seize his 
person, can never avail ; and he thinlis it proper on this occasion, 
again to apprize those factious stud malicious persons who may 
yet remain, that, under such despicable leaders, in so bad a 
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cause, lie should feel, in the posts he has occupied, tlie fullest 
confidence and security. 

“ He trusts, therefore, that those leaders may perceive the folly 
and inadness of their conduct ; and that no soldier may hence- 
forward be misled by them, or seduced to return to such unlawful, 
dangerous, and <lesperate acts, so thattlie peace and order of this 
small community may soon be permanently established ; and the 
dreadfid ctmsecjuences that infallibly await tlie crimes of mutiny 
and reliellion maybe averted. 

The Governor will ask those deluded in.en what they could 
possil>ly expect; even from com{)lete success ? — W ould the seizure 
of his person be of the smallest advantage ? — Would his successor, 
whoever he might be, shrink from his duties? — Would he yield 
to the demands of the rebels ? — Wotdd he not carry info effect 
the orders and regulations of the Company ? — Would the accom- 
plishment of the avowed object of the late mutiny and rebellion 
secure the return of spirits to the island ? — Undoubtedly not : 
for spirits have been its bane for more than a century ; the primary 
fcause of all the disorders and mutinies that have taken place ; 
and therefore the reform that the Governor has felt it his duty to 
make, will undoubtedly be permanent. Yet if any persons con- 
tinue dissatified, because they are now deprived of the means of 
destroying their health by excesses, and of corrupting the minds 
and morals of all around them, and of the younger men who 
may from time to time, be sent to this island, they shall have the 
Governor’s free consent to change their situation, in the modes he 
has pointed out, in the orders *of the 24th instant.” 

C. R. G. HODSON, 

Town Major. 

The General Court Martial wdiich sat on the 25th, re-assembled 
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on lliP 2Gtli, for the trial of Ihree otlu r riiuileaders, wlio ^t'ere all 
capitallj' coiiviclc-d. Hewit alone was ordererl for execulion ; and 
the senleiiecs of the other two were remitted. J’his exerntion 
was condiiete<l with great solemnity. Tlie wliole of the gai ri.son 
were drawn up on the low<!r parade; the prisoners lerl along' the 
front ; the dead mareh was playe<l ; and immediately after tin* 
prisoner Ilev it was tnrin d ofl’ the Town Major read to the troops 
these orders. 


GENiaiAL ORDERS, bv the (GOVERNOR and (COUNCIL. 

27i?/t Dt’comber, 1811 

Parole , — P KACE. 

“ The Governor and Council most earnestly hope, that the 
necessary and awful examples which they have l)een compelled 
to make, from the madness and folly of a few malicious persons, 
who had artfully misled, or forced, a great numljer of the St. 
Helena regiment to join in acts of open mutiny and rebellion, 
will be sntficient to produce the liappy etlect of rest(»ring military 
subordination, and the |)eaee and tranquillity of the island. 

“ Tlie Governor and Council will soon take into consideration, 
the expediency of granting an amnesty to the remainder of the 
prisoners ; and will also adopt such nn asures as may teml to re- 
dress the grievances of which the inutifieers complained to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, whilst lie was their prisoner ; and which 
complaint, until the moi*ning of the 24th instant, had never before 
reached the ears of either the fiovernor or Lieutenant-fjiovernor, 
otherwi.se tliey would undoubtedly Inive long since been attended 
to ; but at the saiin* time it must be distinctly understood, that 
the existence of grievances, even of the greatest magnitude, could 
never justify such daring, unlawful, and desperate proceedings 
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as those to which too many misguided men had resorted, on the 
evening of the 23d instant. 

By order of the Governor and Council, 

T. H. BROOKE, 

Secretary. 

This awful scene made a strong impression; the mutinous spirit 
was humbled ; and subordination from that moment was eftec- 
tually restored. 

In order, however, to prevent a return of such disgraceful jiro- 
ceedings, I gave orders to seize ami confine every man who liad 
been active and forward in the late inufinv. Between 20 and 30 
have been put in close confinement, whom it is rny intention to 
send off the island by the first Ihvoiirable opp(n tunity. On the 
30th of December, I granted an ainnestyto the remainder of the 
prisoners who were taken in arms. They were paraded at Plan- 
tation-hou.se ; and after admonishing them uj)on their recent 
conduct, desiring them to behave in future like good soldiers, and 
telling them that I freely forgave them, although they had taken 
up arms against me, I ordered them to return to their <luty. 

On this occasion, after the order of peace, 1 deemed it proper 
to issue gene.ral orders. 

Head Quarters, Zi)th December, 1811, 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Governor having ascertained that many of fhe .«ohlier.s of 
the St. Helena infantry, who were taken in arms against him, on 
the 24th instant, had either been misled by seme faidions and dis- 
contented persons, or forced by a few desperate villains, to engage 
in the atrocious crimes of rnuthiy and rebellion, he is therefore 
pleased, in consideration of these circumstances, to grant an 

H h 
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amnesty to tlie remainder of all those who were eompelled to sur- 
render, with the exception of those only who have been notori- 
ously active and violent. These he has ordered into close con- 
finement, until a favourable opportunity olfers of sending them 
off the island, because, if sinb characters were permitted to 
remain, they might again endanger its trancpiillity. 

The Governor trusts that the instances of clemency which he 
has manifested towards the mutinous troops, on the late unhappy 
occasion, and the explanations he has gone into, in the several 
orders he has issued, will prove his dispositions to mercy, and his 
readiness to do justice to all men: and that henceforward they 
may prevent the possibility of unfavourable impressions being 
made oir the minds of the soldiers by sucli as may again attempt 
to mislead them. 

C. K. G. HODSON, 

Town Major. 


On the evening of the 31st December, 1 had received all the 
reports of the commanding officers .respecting the conduct of 
officers and men under tliem, from the commencement of the 
mutiny until it was subdued. I perused them with attention : 
anti being satisfied that great exertions were made in the first 
instance : that the officers in garrison were watchful : and that 
to tlieir continued t;fforts ; to the fidelity and loyalty of the artil- 
lery and volunteers, and to ail those who came to re-inforce 
Plantation-house to rc|iel the mutinous troops, who were then 
advancing from Long Wood, may be ascribed the happy termi- 
nation of the mutiny : I therefore issued the following orders : 
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Head Quarters, St. Helena, Jan. Ks7. 1812. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Governor embrace?^ the earliest moment that ciremn- 
stances have permitted of expressing to the officers of this garri- 
son, the high sense he entertains of their meritorious and active 
exertions on the night of the 23d of December, when the licen- 
tious spirit of u great portion of the St. Helena infantry was so 
strongly manifested ; and which, a short time afterwards, sud- 
denly burst forth into open acts of mutiny and rebellion. 

Although the utmost efforts of the officers were insullicient to 
restrain the outrageous conduct of the soldiers within the town; 
yet to their continued efforts, to their zeal in the cause of govern- 
ment, and their respect for its authority, are justly to be ascribed 
the surrender of the mutineers, the return of military subordina- 
* tion, and the maintenance and preservation of the constituted 
authorities of the island. 

The Governor, therefore, feels much satisfaction and plea- 
sure, in thus publicly expressing to the officers of St. Helena, his 
warmest approbation of their conduct : and he requests they will 
accept his best acknowledgments and thanks for the signal and 
important services they have rendered. 

The uniformly steady conduct of the corps of artillery, who, 
almost to a man, escaped the contagion that .spread around them, 
deserves the highest praise. Their unshaken fidelity in every 
post they occupied, and the assistance they gave in restoring the 
peace and order of this settlement, will best be seen by the reports 
of their officers. These reports shall be speedily promulgated, in 
order that it may be known how well the artillery corps of St- 
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Helena has maintained tlie eharacter of good and faithful soldiers, 
against a eause that threatened this (jioverninent, as well as the 
(jovernor’s person, with imminent danger. 

To all the non-eominissioned ofticers and, privates of this 
cellent corps, therefore, the (lovernor requests that these his sen- 
timents may be conveyed by Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, together 
with his warmest thanks for the essential aid he derived from 
their loyalty and zeal. 

The late occasion is the first that has occurred, by wliicli a 
judgment could be formed of the establishment of St. Helena 
volunteers. It has fully demonstrated how useful and necessary is 
such an institution. Their loyalty is the support of public autho- 
rity : their alacrity in re-inforcing the Governor ; their determined 
spirit to stand by him to the last extremity ; their eagerness to 
do their duty, and to guanl his person and family, for several 
nights after he himself considered the danger as past, will ever be 
renieiribered by him with sentiments of the wannest gratitude. 
He requests therefore, that these his sentiments and his best ‘ 
thanks may be conveyed to all the ofticers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the St. Helena volunteers, by their worthy 
commandant and leader, Major Doveton. 

The guard at Plantation-house, commanded l>y Lieutenant 
David Pritchard, (consisting of 32 artillery and infantry,) having 
been immediately iinder the Governor’s observation, he feels their 
full claim to particular notice ; and accordingly requests, that 
Lieutenant Pritchard and the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates of that guard, will accept his best thanks. 

Where all the officers are entitled to praise, it is scarcely 
necessary to discriminate ; but the zeal and unceasing attention 
displayed by Major David Kinnaird, throughout the whole of his 
arduous and various duties, during the late transactions, (as well 
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before as after they l>e_j^an ) have been so truly conspicnons, that 
no one can refuse him that tribute of praise, and parti«.‘nlar 
notice, to which he is so jnstiy entitled. T<» Major Kinnaird 
ther.elbre, to Linitenant-Colunel Smith, Major Wright C’.i|)tain 
Sampson, an<l Captain Henry Pritchard, and Lieutenant Hunter, 
and to all those olticers who exerted themselves among the muti- 
neers, to persuade them to return to their duty ; as well as to 
Captain Benjamin Ilotison, commanding the important post of 
Ladder Hill, an<l to Lieutenant Phillips in the conimand of High 
Knoll, the Governor feels particularly indebted, for their spirited 
exertions, and for the able manner in which they discharged their 
respective duties, from the commencement, until the happy termi- 
nation of the late mutiny and rebellion. 

The assistance he derived from Town Major Hodson, and Cap- 
tain Henry Pritchard, his personal staff, and from Captain T. H. 
Brooke of the volunteers, entitles them to his warmest acknow- 
ledgments, and he thus publicly conveys to them his warmest 
shanks, with an assurance, that he will not fail more fully to point 
out their merits, as well as that of other officers, to the notice of 
the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Captain Sampson is requested to communicate to the non- 
commissioned’ officers and privates of the infantry, who advanced 
under his command, to re-inforce Plantation-house ; and Major 
Wright, to those of that corps, who acted on the late occasion, as 
good and faithful soldiers, the Governor’s highest approbation ol' 
their conduct, and his .sincere lhanks. 

The Governor trusts that Lieutenant-Colonel Broughton, and 
Major Doveton, will readily admit of his thus publicly exjiressing 
the high sense he entertains of their cordial co-operation in over- 
<'oming the dangers with which this island was threatened. 
Colonel Broughton's seizure might be considered as a [irovidential 
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interference ; it gave hi in an opportunity of remonstrating with 
the mutineers, of knowing their sentiments, and of discover- 
ing how shamefully and fatally, those men have been misled by 
some wicked and designing villains. Although the Lieutenant- 
Oovernor was prevented opposing them in the first onset, yet this 
very circumstan(‘e proved fortunate, and the arguments he made 
use of whilst* a prisoner, no doubt contributed to avert the eft’usion 
of blood; and ultimately led to the suppression of those daring 
and dangerous acts, and to the perfect re-establishment of military 
subordination, in the space of four days, without the loss of a 
single innocent life. 

C. 11. G. HODSON, 

Town Major. 

Such are the sentiments I entertain of those ofticers and men 
who were officially employed in stipju’essing the mutiny. But 
there are still some others, whose merits and important services 1 
could not properly introduce in military orders, and which I am 
not less bound in duty than in gratiti'ide to bring to the [larticular 
notice of your Honourable Court. These are some valuable 
friends (Doctor Baildon, Messrs. Jones, Brabazon, Balcombe, 
and Hollis), who voluntarily came forward to support me in the 
hour of danger : and on whose zeal for the public service, as well 
as personal attachment, 1 had the most perfect reliance. 

Doctor Baildon had been on duty in the fort : and had oppor- 
tunities, some days before the mutiny broke out, of hearing what 
was going forward. He had, indeed, reason to imagine the 
danger to which my person was exposed, was greater than I 
apprehended, for 1 declined Captain Pritchard’s offer to accom- 
pany me, and left the fort, on the evening of the mutiny, unarmed, 
and attended singly by my groom : but the Doctor, suspecting 
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some of those desperate mutineers inii> lit attempt my life, armed, 
himself (although, for some days, he ha<l been extremely ill), 
and, nnkimwn to me, followed ; keeping at some rlistanee, ami 
carefully watehijig if any persons approached me. Nothing, 
honever, occurred ; and lie arrived at I*lan(alion-house about 
suii-set, on the 23d of December. 

From this moment, until the termination of the mittiny, he was 
constantly with me, employed in aiding in preparations for de- 
fence, in communicating, my orders, in colle(;ting information, 
and, in short, in. discliarging, in the most able inanma-, all the 
duties of a zealous friend, and an a(.‘tive stati-oilicer. For such 
distinguished services I feel greal j>leasure in tlius re<;ortling my 
best acknowledgments and thanks; and whilst I discharge this 
puldic duty, it is<lue to Doctor Baildon, that T should recommend 
him, in the strongest manner to the favour ami notice of your 
Honourable Court. 

The Rev. Samuel Jones, Mr. Rrabazon, Mr. Balcombe, ami 
Mr. JIolli,s, have also remlered e.ssential service ; for as my 
person was the object of the mutineers, and suspecting, as I 
liave before stated, even some of those who came to assist me, I 
deemed it juudent not to run the hazard of seizure, by placing 
myself betwee.n suspecled troops and the mu(im?ers, who were 
advancing : nor to trust the communication of orilers excepting 
to confidential persons. 3'hese genth-men eagerly and anxiously 
assisted in conveying, in the most punctual manner, the orders 
I had occasion to give on the. night of the 23d: and were also, 
from that time, a strong acquisition to my guard, <luring; the 
whole period of the mutiny ; being well armed, and always rea<ly 
to support me to the last c.\tremity. They have accordingly 
re-established their claims to my public acknowledgments and 
thanks, as well as to the favourable consideration of your 
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Honourable Court, for their distinguished loyalty and zeal in 
the cause of this government. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

Honorable Sirs, 

your most faithful and obedient humble Servant, 

ALEX. HEATSON. 

fSt. Helena^ January 1812 . 


Extract from Colonel Beatson's second Letter to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors, upon the Subject of the Mutiny. 

“ St. Helena, \4th January, 1812 . 

“ Par. 1. On the first instant, I had the honour of forwarding 
by ri. M. Sloop Acteon, a Narrative of Proceedings from the com- 
mencement of the late mutiny until the surrender of the ninlineers 
on the morning of the 24th nit. I was prevented at that lime 
from saying more, as the Acteon was under orders not to anch‘)r 
at St. Helena, and had lain to for only a few hours ; but alter I 
had sent oft’ my letters, Captain Cator, hearing of the late occur- 
rences, obligingly came to Plantation-house, and I ha<l thus an 
opportunity of adding to my disjiatch a copy of the General 
Orders of the 1st of January, by which your Honourable Court 
would have the gratification of observing that I have been com- 
pletely successful ill restoring military subordination and the 
tranquillity of the island. 

“ Par. 2. I have now the honour to forward a detailed account 
of every circumstance connected with the late mutiny. This 
document, dated the 4th instant, I deemed proper to have printed ; 
for the purpose of counteracting misrepresentations from discon- 
tented persons who would gladly obstruct,* by every means in 
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thfcir power, .oil .sorts of improvement uikI reforms ; ami would be 
happy to see the old .system revived of feeding themselves and 
the inhabitaids from tlie Comjjany’s stores ; as well as llie return 
of .^spirits to the island.. 

“ l^ar. 4. Your Honourable Uourt will |)ereeive that the 
measures T |Mirsued, during the late mutinous combination, were 
calculated to give time to reason wit h the troops upon the impro- 
priety of their condm’t ; by which 1 <lid not despair of bringing 
tlicm l)ack to a sense of duty ; for, by oceupyijig Plantation-liou.se 
with a small but select number of men, I was prepared to give 
a severe check at the tirst onset, and to repel the most formiilable 
attack that a mutinous body could make. Indeed wlieu I took 
up that position, I knew not but the combination was general, of 
which 1 had but too much reason to sus|)ec‘t from the conduct of 
the n /m/e garrison ; this will ajipear from the General Orders of 
the 23d December: nor was it until the execution of .six of the 
ringleaders, on the 2oth, which hapjiily met with no obstruction, 
that the doubts entertained l>y myself and those around me, were 
in some measure removed. 

“ Par. o. On that day I directed additional positions to be 
occupied, which commanded the barracks, and the roads leading 
to the country. The mutinous troops, in James’s Town, were 
then so completely in my power, (when I found the artillery un- 
contaminated), that if they had been ten times more numerous 
they could not have forced their way to the interior, nor have 
committeil any disturbance. Th^ last execution took place on 
the 27th, under the cannon of Ladder Hill and of those -other 
positions which kept the mutineers in awe, and restored them to 
a sense of duty ; and from that moment, I am happy to say, the 
peace of this settlement was efl’ectually re-established.” 

1 i 
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Prodcmalion. 2iUh Dccen^^^ J81J, 

Lmtfeiiaut- Goveri>oi 's Narmhve 
C. Lientenant-Co'!()iHl Smith's Reporr 
J). Major JVrif/hi's Report. 

E. Major KinHaird's Report. 

F. Extract from Captain Benjamin's llodsons Report. 

Cx. Captain Sampson's Report. 

J'E Captain Eraid's Report. 

I Captain Barnes's Report. 

Lieutenant F. Scale’s Report. 

Lieutenant G. Phillips's Report. 

]y| Lieutenant William Seale's Report. 
jsj Lieutenant 7'horn's Report. 

Q Captain PrUchard's Report. 
p Lieutenant Hunter's Report. 

Q. Lieutenants Phillips's and Thorn's Memoranda^ relatiny to the heha* 
viour of the J^tso,^.ers, duriny their Confinement. 
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I’ROCLAMATION. 

St. Hole mi. 2()fli December, 1811. 

It liavinj;- lieen re|)ortt*il to the (lovenior and Council, notwilh- 
slandin^ re|)(ated proclamations reirardini; tlie jno’lnce of the 
farms heini;' sent to market, that with only two exceptions, not a 
Inishel of potatoes has yet l)een furnished, whilst the Company’s 
farm at LoiigM’ood lias, since the heginninn of Novemlier, sup- 
plied upwards of one tkonftand seren hundred Ifusheh to the 
garrison and inliabitants ; arnl it being expedient, oiracconiit of 
reserving seed for the ensuing crop, to discontinue the supplies 
from Jjoug M ood ; it is become absolutely necessary to resort to 
the same measure as was adojited in the year 171)7, at a time 
similar to the [)resent,when the stock of Hour was nearly expended ; 
and accordingly it is resolved, that the sale of potatoes to the 
shipping shall be restricted until further orders ; insomuch, that 
an etpial number of bushels only, as shall appear to have been 
sent to the public market, will lie allowed for exportation. 

As an encouragement to the planters, under present ciicum- 
stances, to fui’nish the market with ])otatoes, the Covernor and 
Council have resolved to allow the sale ju ice of jiotatoes in the 
market to be ei*i;]it tihillings j>er Imshel until further orders: and 
any jierson who shall be eonvieteil of having demanded a higher 
price will be liable to such tine or juinishment as shall be aw’arde<l 
by the Governor and Council. 

By Order of the fiovernor and Council, 


T. H. BROOK E, 

Secn'toi'i! 
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B . Colonel Jirouijlifon's Narrative of the (ouidnet of the Muttneers, — 28#/ 

and2\lli Deceinher, ISll. 

Havin#; been detaiiietl on duly in .lainos’s Town, until past 7 
o’clock, 1 did not arrive at Lonu Wood till late ; ainl reflecting 
on the disoj;derly state of the infantry regiment, which had shewn 
itself on that day, Iliad some snspicion tliat an attempt might be 
made to seize on the artillery at Dead Wood shed. As 1 passed 
by llntt’s gate, where Mr. Hall, the Conduclijr, resides, I ac- 
quainted him of my apprehension, and told him to go over to the 
shed and see that the guard was present, and to have the guns 
in readiness. 1 had not been at home three quarters of an liour, 
when I received a letter from the fiovernor, (J; past J) o’l lock) 
informing me that it. had just lieen reported to him, that the 
mutineers intended to seize the guns at Dead tV’ood ; one [larty 
was to march directly from the fort, the other from Banks’s. On 
the receipt of this intelligence, I immediately sent for Serjeant 
La.s.sels, the non-commissioned ollicer in eharge of the artillery ; 
and as he did not come so soon as 1 expected, I jiroceedcd towards 
the .shed and met him — inquired if he had heard of the disorderly 
conduct of the soldiers, and of their intention to .seize the guns 
that night: he replied, ‘ that he had just come from the fort; 
and that I might depend on it, they would not come that night, 
— we might all g#* to bed in perfect .safety: for he had heard, 
that they meant to nmke the attem[>t on >Vednesday : and added, 
that w hen T sent for him, he was coming to acquaint me of their 
intention.’ M e soon got to the shed : ityvas then about half past 
JO o’clock ; raining and very dark. I found Mr. Hall therewith 
the guard paraded, which consisted of 2 serjeants, and 12 or 14 
aitillerymen. I told them that I expected to be attacked by 
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xoine imitineers ; and hoped that they had no concern with them ; 
and that tliey would do their duty in defcinling’ the guns, and 
stand by me : which they all assured me they would do, and 
that they’ had no concern whatever with the mutineers. The 
four outer guns I ordered to be got ready as soon as possible. 
The first two, as soon as erpii|)ped, were sent to Dead Wood, to 
cover the road leading up tVoin Banks’s, wJiich l,j)laced under 
the charge of’ Serjeant ’rnnstall, with 6 or 8 artillerymen, with 
orders to dereiul tliem to the last; and in case of being over- 
powere<l, to spike them, rather than sutlei’ them to fall into tin; 
hands of the mutineers. Much time elapsed before the other 
two gnus were got out and eqnip[>ed ; and I expressed my dis- 
pleasure to tlie seijeant for the very great delay, anil his not 
having the sliot, portfires, ike. at hand : he seemed confused and 
muddled ; continued to say it was unnecessary trouble, as he was 
certain no attempt would be made that night. As soon as the 
first gun nas ready, the men from Long M ood, (working party) 
consisting, T think, of 2 matrosses, (one of them an unfit), and 3 
privates of the infantry, joined ; and I think fell in with this 
gun : we their |»roceeded to a spot within 50 yards of the tele- 
graph ; where the road is narrow, and nearly 100 yards in length 
were commanded. Here 1 jdaced this gun, and gave orders to 
load with grape : the gunner replied, that no ammunition had 
yet come. I ran liack 50 yards, and met a man with it, and 
hurried to the gun ; Imt when in the act of loading, the mutineers 
rushed upon us, and made me and the party prisoners ; we had 
not time to spike the gun. Mr. Hall was in my rear about 20 
yards, w ith a six-pounder, coming up to form on the roa'd where 
I had placed the first gun ; and .seeing me a prisoner, he instantly 
spiked that gnu, and lan back to the shed (about 200 \:irdsl, 
—spiked all the guns there, and afterwards went to Dead Wood, 
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n lion' tin; two lirst unns were |)osled — these he found in pos- 
session of the nmlineers ; hut nevertheless eontrived to spike 
them. ]{y this fortunate eireuinstance, tin* mutineers ujol only 
one tliree-pounder. 

On their ol)(aininu possession of my person, they tohl me'. 

‘ they did not mean to do me, or any person the smallest injury ; 
all they wanted w as the (ioveriior’s |»erson, — whom they would 
take, and send on hoard the Camperdown — that he should no 

V 

longer he (lovernor of the islainl, as he was a tyrant — wouhl not 
redress their grievanees nor <lo them justice — that j must he their 
fiovei'iioi', and must go along with them to Plantation-house.’ 1 
admonished them upon the iinjnopriety of their conduct ; and 
advised them to return, and hehave as good sohliers ; — that if they 
had any grievances, this w’as not the w ay to obtain redress ; — they 
should eom{)lain through their otlicers ; hut if they persisted in 
such unlawhd eoinluet, every man oi' them wouhl he punished 
with death. 'Phe (iovernor, 1 sai<l, had «lone no more than his 
duty in oheying the orders of the Court of Directors; and that 
even if they succeeded in getting pos.session of his person, (which 
was v<!ryimprol)al)le) whoever was placed in charge of the govern- 
ment, would act, jjist in the .same manner as he ha<l <lone : so 
that they would he as far from obtaining their ends . as ever. I 
told them, their having me in their power, would he no security 
whatever to them ; as my life was of no consideration w hen the 
safety of the governmei l was in danger; — that the (lOvernor was 
a good man, — the sohin r s friend, and did justice to every man. 
Many of them then called out, ‘ No! No ! we have often com- 
plaim d, hut never could get redress.’ 1 l eplied, that they had lieen 
misled by some villains; that lume of their grievances had ever 
come to the ( jovernor’s know ledge ;.and asked t hem,>v hat they had 
to complain of Some called out ‘ that he meant to starve them, 
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liaving neither written for flour, rice, nor s|)irits ; that he brought 
chinaineu and blacks to the island to eat uj) all the provisions ; 
— that even for the hYstival Dinner, he would not allow the pur- 

cli, ase of spirits from the cajdain of the Cainperdown, although it 
was jnoposed by Mr. Leech ; — that they were put under heavy 
stoppages fur their undress uniform, for nankeen, wings, leather 
stocks, tufts, ik,c. when they could have them for •nothing from 
the Coinj)any’s stores ; — that after ])aying their mess, they liad 
nothing left to purchase vegetables, or the smallest necessary.’ 

I told them, that they had been quite misinformed ; — that 
both flour and rice were shortly ex|)ected ; and as soon as it 
arrived, they Avonld lie allowed to jnirchase the nsyal quantity : 

but, from our stock of flour being low, it was found necessary to 
limit each person’s allowaiu'e, so as to meet the arrival of the ex- 
pected supplies; — this they were perfectly satisfied with; — that 
spirits were not sent for, w as by order of the Court of Directors ; 
but tliat the Governor had sent to the Cape, for wine ; and that 

> .spirits had been jirocured for the Festival Dinner. As to the 
stoppages which had been made on account of dress, I said, it 
w’ovdd be enquired into, and that the (lovernor ha<I never been 
informed of it. Manv exclaimed, ‘ w e have I)een deceived, and 
are sorry Ave liave gone so far — the Governor is a good man ; but 
it is spirits Ave want ; and had we .spirits, less bread would do.’ I 
continued to advise them to return to their <lutv, and Itehave 
themselves as obedient, good soldiers. This seemed to have some 
effect : and as they reached the .shed, they asked me to Avrite iti 
their favour to Major Wright. 1 went into the Serjeant's luirrack, 
and while getting the pen and paper, some of the most violent 
called out, ‘ No letter ! No longer delay ! Hring him out ! (meaning 
me) he must go with us to Plantation House !’ They had now been 
upAvards of an hour in getting the three-jiounder gun equipped 
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with aiYiinunilioii, ike. ike. when they proceeded ; and as I got lo 
Long \Yood gate, I asked them to wait until iny horse came, as 
also two lanlhorns with lights;— to which they did not object 
and <lnring onr .stay at tlie gate, I again addres.sed tliein, and 
poinle«l out the enormity ol' the crime they had committed — 
Mutiny and rel)ellion, I said, were piinishalde with death, and 
nothing «'ould' possibly save them; and if they would return to 
their barracks, and give u[) their advisers and leaders, I would 
recommeinl them to tlie Governor’s clemenev. ‘ No ! No ! thev 
said, we nnest have spirits.’ It was now about one’ o’clock, when 
the party consisting of about 120 men, and the thiee-poundei 
gun proceeded. 1 was placed in the centre, under the charge of 
Andersoii, a private of the light company. Sisell, a private gre- 
nadier, appeared the most active, ami the leader. (^>r[)oral 
Smith was violent, and threatened to take Mr. Hall’s life, for 
spiking the guns, and not giving up the keys of the magazine. 
After passitjg Hutt’s gate, and half way to the Alarm-house, I 
found an opjYortunity of telling one of the servants who carried 
a lanthorn, to make the best of liis way to the Governor, and 
inform him of my .situation, and the strength of the mutineers ; 
— to giv» the lanthorn to one of my parly, a juisoner with myself, 
and to go back as if returning to Long Wood. By this stratagem, 
he got clear olf from the mutineers, and carried the first notice to 
the Governor. Two otljer men I afterwards sent, were made 
prisoners. The night was dark, and at times light rain, which 
caused much delay in getting on the gun. At one place it was 
overturned — this caused a halt of nearly half an hour ;— and 
during that time, much confusion and quarelling took |)lace 
amongst the mutineers, which gave an opportunity to Matross 
Smith (who had been forced) to e.sc“dpe, and to carry off the pouch, 
containing 15 rounds of grape for the gun, which was all the 
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ammunition they Imd, excepting one or two l oumls : ;uul Mutross 
Clarke also succeeded in esca|>iug with two boxes ol' tvdn-s, ike. 
ike. and got back to the slied. 

.I'lie mutineers reached Major Uierie’s valley about halt' past 
three o’clock : here they halted, and began to abuse the men in 
the rear for not coming to the front to assist in dragging tin; gun 
u|> the hill ; and said that if they <lid not « <)mc, rfie gun would 
be turned upon them. I'his caused mm h abuse and lighting ; 
and a few men went from the rear to the gun. At this time, 
M ajor Wright 'came with a message from the Ciovernor, desiring 
them .to snrrernler uncoinlitionally, — wJiicli they refused. 7’he 
Major went back to the (lovernor, and soon after »;etnrned with 
Major Ilodson, and again delivered le same messagtf ; but in 
vain ; the infatuated mutineers still demanded a pardon and issues 
of spirits; and on no otlier leru's would they surrender. These 
oflicers again went back to the (jovernor, wlio still continued linn, 
and replied that unless they surrendered unconditionally, Major 
* Kinnaird had received linal orders to put the whole of them to 
death. This message was again delivered by Major Ilodson : — 
most of them submitted immediately ; but about eiglit or ten of the 
most daring, ran up the hill a few yards with their firelocks cocked, 
and presented at Major Kinnaird’s party, and were about to fire, 
when Major Hudson and myself ran up to them, and told them 
they were mad, in drawing destruction on themselves, and the 
men who had surrendered : — advised them also to surrender with 
the others, and trust to the governor for mercy. They sullenly 
came d«>wn and submitted. 

It was now day-light, and the prisoners in number 76, were 
secured and inarched to High Knoll ; but a great many of the 
mutineers left their party betw'een the Alarm-house and the time 
of their surrender.' 

K k 
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I was much indebted to Mr. Hall, the conductor, for his cool, 
steady, and soldier-like conduct on the night of the 23d, and par- 
ticularly in spiking the two guns after they were in possession of 
the mutineers. 

E. S. BROUGHTON. 

iSt. Helena^ 2bih December, 1811 . 


C . Lieutenant- Colonel Smith's Report of Occurrences, which took place in 
Garrison, on the Eveninij ofthe"23d Instant. 

As soon as I was informed there was a disturbance in barracks, 
which was about a quarter before 9 o’clock, and Captain Pi itchard 
came and spoke to me, concerning the ammunition chest in the 
guard room, 1 directed him to go down and have the ammuni- 
tion destroyed by throwing water upon it. I tlien sent for all 
the keys of the magazines, chests, and laboratory, which were 
brought by Serjeant Clenchrnan, and secured in my house. I 
then went down to the guard, and told the othcer I wished to 
speak to the men a few inirrutes. I went into their guard room 
and told them, that 1 was one of the committee which sat that 
day, and that the Governor would aiTange every thing to-morrow 
for them, and I doubted not to their satisfaction. • They made 
answer, “ It is too late now, and that they would not stay,” and 
immediately rushed out of the guard. I used all my endeavours 
to persuade them to fail in: but the mutineers, at that instant, 
came on the jraiade, and surrounded me. I tried to persuade 
them to go back again ; they said, “ No ! they came for ammuni- 
tion, and ammunition they would have.” Some of them imme- 
diately went in the otHcei’s’ guar d room and broke open the chest; 
but finding all the ammunition in it spoiled, they ran down to 
the laboratory and demanded the keys. One of them called out, 
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I have got a key,” and immediately I heard the dooi knocked 
open with a tliirty-two-pound shot' that he had taken IVona the 
pile that stood near the spot. They had taken out a barrt l of 
ball cartridges, and were supplying themselves when I got there. 
I immediately put my hand on the barrel, but three of them 
charged their bayonets on me, and told me they would run me 
through if I attempted to prevent them. They then proceeded 
up the valley as fast as possible. I observed that part of the 
garrison, which had been collected by the officers, coming down 
the upper street. I proceeded to the foot of Ladder Hill, met 
them, .and gave orders for them instantly to repair to the Gover- 
nor at Plantation-house. Major Wright having • proposed to 
follow the mutineers, and try if he could persuade theift to come 
back, I approved of the suggestion, and ordered him to proceed 
after them. I then returned to the main guard, and got toge- 
ther what men I could, and placed two twelve-pounder carro- 
iiades, loaded with grape, between the church and garden-gate, 
• looking up the town. Things remained in that state until the 
morning of the 24th instant. 

E.C. SMITH, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 

N. B. In. the above report I have omitted much abuse aiid 
scurrility, vented by the mutineers. 

D. Major Wright's Report, December i 1811. 

To Colonel Alexander Beatson, Governor, 8(c. Sfc.^ 

StR, 

1 N compliance with your orders, I send you the following state- 
ment of the different transactions which took place on the even- 
ing of the 23d instant, and the morning of the 24th. 
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On tlie evening of the 2;kl, between 8 and 0 o’clock, Serjeant 
Russel called me aside from Captain Knipe’s door, and told me 
he did not like the appearance of the men ; that they were assein- 
biiug in parties about tlie street, and in barracks. 1 went up, as 
far as the bridge, where I met with .some ollieers, and enquired if 
they saw any thing suspicious or incorrect, and related to them 
what 1 heard.' They said, they .saw nothing improper; and then 
went with me to Colonel Smith (the commanding ofhcer) to report 
the circumstance, and from thence to the inens’ bai racks, ami re- 
mained tlierc some time. I’here were in barracks two of the 
light infantry coinpan}^ whom Captain Sampson found intoxicated 
and noisy ; but they became (juiet and went to their cots. Every 
thing seamed perfectly regular; and the otlicer of llie barrack 
guard, and Serjeant-major lloneyburn, told me they had not 
observed any thing improper or suspicious. I then left the bar- 
racks, accompanied by the other officers, and remained at Captain 
Cole’.s, We had not long been there, before a report came, that 
the soldiers had got out of barracks, and were coming down the 
street. W e immediately proceeded towards the barracks, and 
met the men with charged bayonets, rushing down the avenue ; 
we endeavoured to stop them, but in vain. 

Finding our attempts to .stop them usele.ss, we Collected the 
whole of the men in barracks, and all the out-layers, and brought 
them to the foot of Ladder Hill, where 1 left them: but upon 
hearing the mutineers Isad gone up Side-path (with permis.sion 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Smith) I followed them, and overtook 
the main body of them, a little past the turn at theAlarm-hou.se; 
where I stated to them the impropriety of their conduct, and en- 
deavoured all in my power to persuade them to return to their 
barracks, which they positively refused : and finding I could not 
luing them back, I quitted them, and joined the party at Plunta- 
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lion-house. After reporting to you my unsuccessful attempts to 
bring the mutineers to a sense of their duty, I proceeded, in 
obedience to your orders, to inspect the positions occupied by the 
t roo]\s at the outside of the Pianlation-liouse enclosure : after re- 
porting which, I was about to assume tlie command, when I was 
calh d back by the Town Major, and informed, it was your wish 
that I ‘should meet the mutineers, w!io had possession hf the Lieu- 
tenant-(iovernor’s person, and once more point out to them, the 
ftdly and madness of their persevering in such outrageous con- 
dncb and to advise them to surrender. This command I executed ; 
and t3revaile<l on the mutineers to halt in a deep valley, where I 
knew fi)ey would be (ompletely commanded by our troops and 
guns. >\'lien here, I endeavoured to prevail on them to axMpiaint 
me w ith the nature of their grievances, in order that I might lay it 
liefore you: l>ut no one in particular would come forward and 
sj)e;di. At length, seeing Kobert Kelly of the grenadiers near 
me, 1 desired him to declare what it was they had to complain of, 
promising him that lie sliouhl not be l onsidereil as a jnincipal in 
the mutiny in conscipience of his N|)euking. He began, by stat- 
ing the iiardships they were under on account of dress, ornaments, 
k('. k.r. : bat was interi npted by many of his associates, who 
called out to him, “ Speak the truth, Kelly, you know it is not 
fhaf upon w hich he turned away, saying, as he retired, “ the 
men never had a more comfortable dress than they have now.” 
\Vhat i at length understand to be the real cause of complaint, 

I rejioiied to you that night. 

As I continued to be employed by you in treating with the 
mutineers, 1 had no op|>ortnnity of remaining with tlie troops in 
command, until after the surrender; but from time to time I gave 
such intimations to Major Kinnfiird, as appeared to me neces- 
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sary, and pointed out to him wliat 1 considered to be the most 
advantageous positions for him to-occupy. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

your most obedient Servant, 

J. A. WKIGIIT, 

James's Tow)i, SOth December^ 1811 . Maj or. 


Jii . Major KimairiVs Report. 

On Monday, the 23d of December, 1811, I caine on the duty of 
field officer of tlie week ; and the preceding day I happened to 
be left senior officer in garrison : and had occasion, at difterent 
times, to report to the Governor, symptoms of dissatisfaction 
evinced by the men in Itarracks. Until near seven o’clock that 
evening (Monday) I had been detained on a court of enquiry. I 
had been directed to correspond with the officer commanding at 
Ladder Hill ; and having made a few arrangements with the 
artillery in town, at about a quarter past nine o’clock, 1 went to 
my house to answer a letter from Captain Hodson, at Ladder 
Hill ; at the same time sending back a confidential person to in- 
form me of any extraordinary occurrence in barracks. 

I had not finished my letter when the messenger returned, and 
informed me, the men in barracks w ere turning out. I dispatched 
my letter to Captain Hodson ; and in hastening towards the 
barracks, Serjeant-iiiaj(»r Evans and several orderlies came to me. 
One I sent to inform Colonel Smith and the officer of the main 
guard. At the foot of the trees, I came in sight of the mutineers, 
and observed them make a momentary halt ; then, in the most 
tumultuous manner, they rushed down the street, passing me 
opposite the Slaughter-housej In their rear were Major Wright, 
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Captains Sampson and Cole, who, taking the alarm from my 
messenger, liad preceded me up the street, and caused the halt I 
observed. 

I r,an to the foot of the trees, and had two pistols discharged, as 
a signal to Ladder Hill to fire a general alarm, which was in- 
stantly obeyed. I then directed Lieutenant Thorn to hasten to 
the barracks, and order the drummers to beat to arms, to collect 
the artillery, and march them to Ladder Hill corner. Coming there 
with Ma jor Wright and Cajitain Barnes (the other officers having 
returned to assist: in assembling the men in barracks), I found 
Captain Pritchard and several men (ontlayers), Iiad joined us. I 
server! out to this party a small quantity of ammunition, intend- 
ing to follow the mutineers down the street, hearing they had 
gone to the main guard. I was soon informed, however, that 
they had returned, and proceeded up the S>ide-path road. Major 
Wright determined to follow them alone, as I had to proceed to 
Plantation-house, with what men I could collect. Captain Barnes 
vias sent to communicate the same to Colonel Smith, the com- 
mainling officer in garrison. The senior officer in barracks soon 
joined me at Ladder Hill corner, with all the men he could 
collect. The whole were assembled without regard to corps, and 
might amount to (including officers) 120. All the officers had 
joined, and we marched from town in less than half an hour from 
the first breaking out of the mutineers. 

Having that day seen the orders given to Captain Hodson at 
Ladder Hill, and received orders for my own guidance, 1 was 
desirous of sending a messenger, before the column, to ipfortn 
Captain Hodson of my approach, and to proceed on to the Gevernor 
with the same intelligence : and Captain Pritchard, the Gover- 
nor’s aid-de-camp, handsomely offered his services on the occasion. 
I directed Captain* Sampson to proceed with the party, and 
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Captain Braid (giving him four file from the rear of the column i 
to join Colonel Smith for the present, in order to collect all the 
men he could, and to send me a reinforcement. After mounting 
my liorse, I took a light in my hand as a signal to Captain 
Hodson, passed my party, and had ammunition ready on tlieii 
arrival at Ladder Hill ; wliere they were halted, and served with 
four liundles per man. From this post, I sent Lieutenants 
F. Seale and Thorn with ten file, as an advanced guard, with 
orders to wait my arrival at Red Hill gate, or obey what orders 
they might receive from the (Jovernor ; and to , inform him and 
the commanding otiicer of High Knoll of their arrivtil. The steady 
appearance of the men at Ladder Hill, seemed to in spire my jiarty 
with confidence. I also assured them there was nothing to be 
apprehended from the. guns of the East Brigade, which seemed to 
be the object of the mutineers ; being confident Mr. Hall would 
spike them, as a measure I had recommended to him in the 
luoining. On leaving town, (here remained Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith, Captain Braid, Lieutenants Hunter and W. Seale on tke 
main and Barrack guards, with about 80 men, including the 
marine ami laboratory departments ; about 40 more joined. 

Opposite High Knoll, I was met by Captain Pritchard, return- 
ing with orders from (he Governor. At Red Hill gate, Major 
Hodson waited my arrival, with orders for j)osting the detach- 
ment. My advance party had been sent on to the gate leading 
to Major Pierie s. From the rear I counted oft* twenty file to 
guard the Francis Plain-path, leaving Captain Sampson in com- 
mand,. At Plantation-house gate, I took ten file, who, with 
Captain Barnes, I posted on the road leading to Casons, where I 
found a field-piece, and a detachment of volunteer artillery. With 
what remained I proceeded towards the advanced party ; and 
upon the road, Captain Desfountain of the • volunteers, with a 
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field-piece, was posted in a commanding situation. At Major 
Pierie’s gate I found the advanced party : and there, with the 
troops T had with me, I occupied a strong position ; and with the 
advance, proceeded to the ravine, taking possession of the only 
pdss by whicli, on tliat road, the mutineers could advance to 
Plantation-house. 

Having made these arrangements, I sent Lieutenant Thorn to 
inform the (governor of the position I had taken up. Some time 
after, a servant of Colonel Uroughton’s came in with intelligence 
of the approach .of the mutineers, and of their having taken his 
master prisoner. I immediately sent Lieutenant Thorn to tlie 
Governor to inform him of this, and of my intention to withdraw 
my [)arty in advance, with my reasons for so doing.. Major 
Wright soon came to me ; and while consulting on the measure 
proposed, Mr. Baildon, who had been sent to me from the Gover- 
nor on the same subject, came up. Major Wright went to meet 
the mutineers, who were then near the place I before occaipied in 
Jhe ravine. F^our men, as an advance from the rabble, fell into 
my chain of sentinels, answering, when challenged, “ Friends of 
Colonel Broughton,” saying, They wished to propose terms to 
the Governor:” and having them sufficiently within the pass, I 
challenged tl);em from the edge of the hill, and ordered them to 
halt. A correspondence between them and the Governor, through 
Majors Wright and Hodson, brought on day-light ; during which 
time the detached parties joined me on the brow of the hill, look- 
ing down on the mutineers, who were within pistol shot. When 
all had joined, the front extended from Major Pierie’s garden 
wall, to the fence running parallel with it, in an oblique* direc- 
tion ; shewing the mutineers only the right. Presuming on their 
number, they became clamorou§, and made a shew of advancing 
Having then sufficient light to* discover the rabble below, I 

LI 
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brought up the left ; and two field-pieces were placed so as to 
enfilade the only road by which the mutineers could approach* 
Seeing their perilous situation, they gave up Colonel Broughton, 
who, on coming up, was received with presented arms. 

The mutineers still retaining their arms, I was apprehensive 
they might attempt a retreat ; to prevent which, I ordered Cap- 
tain Sampson, (who with a strong detachment had been in reserve) 
to advance over the fence to the right, where he had complete 
command of the pass in their rear. The manner of their surrender 
becoming a question, I again sent Lieutenant Thorn to the 
Governor for instructions, keeping my party fully prepared to 
carry into effect, the former decided orders I had received, should 
it becoipe necessary. Major Hudson, who still remained with 
them (Major Wright having gone to the Governor), at last 
succeeded in persuading them to lay down their arms and accou- 
trements. 

Major Wright, returning from the Governor, brouglit orders 
that the artillery only should escort the prisoners to High Knoll 
and there lodge them under the care of Lieutenant Thorn. These 
orders I obeyed, and made a report to the Governor. 

DAV. KINNAIRD, 

Hi. Helaia, 28ih December, 1811. Major St. Helena Artillery. 


F. Extract from Captain Benjamin Hodson's Report. 

To the Honourable Colonel Alexander Beatson, Governor, 4'c. 4’c. 4*^’* 
Honourable Sir, 

Agreeably to the instructions I received from you on Monday, 
23d December, 1811, 1 proceeded to Ladder Hill, and took the 
command. As I supposed the intention of th.e mutineers would 
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be to seize this post, I distributed what men I had, to tlie guns 
pointing on the road leading to the town ; the whole of the men 
1 expected, had not at this time arrived. About twenty minutes 
before ten o* clock that night, I heard a great shouting in several 
parts of the town, and two or three muskets were discharged in 
the upper part of the street below the officers’ barracks. I im- 
mediately fired a general alarm ; and at that moment was rein- 
forced with a party of artillery men I expected from Banks’s 
guard. My detachment now consisted of two lieutenants, one 
volunteer, one serjeant-inajor (invalid), one drill-seijeant, nine 
Serjeants, six corporals, nineteen gunners, two drummers, forty 
matrosses of artillery, and two privates of infantry (telegraph 
officers.) At the instant the alarm was made, a very heavy 
shower of rain came on, and caused such darkness, that I could 
not distinguish any object in town, to width 1 could direct a fire. 
I remained with the men at the guns, endeavouring to discover 
what route the mutineers had taken ; and when the rain cleared 
pff, I observed a large body of men moving on the road leading 
to this post. I concluded they were mutineers marching to attack 
me, and prepared the men to receive them with firmness, and 
was on the point of firing on them witli grape shot, when Lieu- 
tenant Wilson advised me to wait a little, until they came into a 
more open part of the road, where 1 could bring more guns to 
bear on them ; and by that time I might be able to ascertain 
whether they were mutineers, or friends, particularly as a lant- 
horn was seen moving very quick in their front. My advanced 
picquet shortly after challenged Major Doveton, the commandant 
of volunteers, who informed me that the party advancing were 
friends proceeding to join the Governor, and that the mutineers 
had gone to Deadwood shed. . Captain Pritchard then arrived 
with the same intelligence, and sobn after Major Kinnaird (who 
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rode with a lanthorn) and Captain Hodson, the Town Major, 
came and offered me a reinforcement from the party that was 
approaching: whicli however I declined, as it was not at all 
probal)le that the mutineers would attack me on the' town side. 
After serving that party with musket ammunition, I made disp'o- 
sitions to receive an attack from the countiy side, and remained 
with the men at their quarters the whole night. 

In the morning I was informed the mutineers had surrendered 
at discretion ; but as I was desired to keep my station, I moved 
a ten inch howitzer loaded with canister shot ; .which, to check 
any rapid advance that might be made, was jdaced about one 
hundred yards on the road, on the outside of the works. As the pass 
is very .narrow’, a single discharge would make great slaughter ; 
and throw any body of men into confusion, and this in a situation 
where my guns, on the'inside of the works, would have full effect. 

The next day I received an order from you to advance two 
guns on the first turning of the road, above the soldiers’ barracks, 
with directions to fire on any party that might attempt to force, 
their way out of the barracks. In 6bedience to that order, two 
inch howitzers, being the two most disposable guns I had, 
were advanced under the command of Lieutenant Wilson ; and, 
at the same time, I pointed as many guns to the pacade, opposite 
the main guard, as could be brought to bear on that point. 

This, I trust, you will find to be a correct statement of the oc- 
currences of the mutiny which commenced on the night of the 
23d of December 181 J, as far as concerned the post which I had 
the honour to command. 

I have the honour to remain. Honourable Sir, 
your very obedient Servant, 

B. HODSON, 

LaJder Hill, 31, 1811. Captain of Artillery commanding Ladder Hill, 
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Captain Sampson's Report. 

To Colonel Alexander Beatson, Governor , ^c. S(c. Sfc. 

Sir, 

» 

Having received a letter from the Town Major, dated the 
29th of December, 1811, directing me to state, for your informa- 
tion, the circumstances of the night of the 23d instant, as far as 
they came within my knowledge, 1 send you the following 
Report. 

At lialf past eight o’clock on the evening’ of the 23d, Major 
Wright sent for me, by Sergeant Russell of the grenadiers, a con- 
fidential non-com missioned officer, who informed me, that he had 
every reason to believe the troops meant to rise in the course of 
the night. In my way to Major Wright’s, I met Mr. Doveton, 
who told me, he liad positive information to the same effect ; and 
reijnested me to go to the barracks, and let the soldiers know, 
that measures would be adopted on the 24th, much to their satis- 
faction. Major W right, and some other officers of the regiment, 
with Captain Cole of the artillery, and myself, hurried up to tlie 
barracks. T went into the rooms occupied by my Company, and 
perceived an unusual agitation among tliemen. I enquired what 
was the matter,* and informed them, as Mr. Doveton had requested, 

‘ tluit measures would be adopted the next day, much to their 
satisfaction,’ and ordered them to bed. My explanation appeared 
to satisfy the whole of them, with the exception of Berwick and 
Anderson, privates, who were intoxicated, and whom I forced to 
their cots. After this, while we remained, every thing was quiet. 

I enquired of Captain Knipe, how the grenadiers were ? lie re- 
plied, ‘ perfectly .still, and at re.st for the night.’ All the officers 
then quitted the barracks, and weiit down the town : but keeping 
On the alert. Major Wright and ffiyself went with Captain Cole 
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to his house ; and we had not been there more than five minutes 
before we were informed the men were rising. I met my orderly, 
who told us the troops were breaking out of barracks. Major 
Wright, Captain Cole and myself, hurried up to stop them ; and 
when arrived near the barracks, we met thfem coming down With 
charged bayonets. Major Wright called out to us, to resist them, 
and drive them back to the barracks. In a moment we met, and 
stopped the head of the column : but as the rear charged the 
front, and pressed forward with great impetuosity, it was impos- 
sible to prevent theiv proceeding. 

Major Kinnaird with some other officers then joined ; and it 
was determined to make a general alarm. Majors Wright and 
Kinnaird went down after the mutineers, and I was directed to 
go to the barracks and collect what men I could. In passing up, 
I met several, going to join the mutineers ; but with tlie assist- 
ance of other officers forced them back : and when in the barracks 
I observed every officer zealous and active. The outlayers were 
joining us very fast ; so that in about twenty minutes I was S3jt 
the head of 100 men well officered: 1 then marched from the 
barracks, expecting to meet them before they left town ; but as I 
marched down the street, they went up Side-path. When 1 got to 
Ladder Hill corner, I there met Captain Pritchard with a few men : 
and on consulting with Majors Wright and Kinnaird, we deter- 
mined to march directly to Plantation-house to the assistance of the 
Governor, as we w'cre informed that he was their object. Major 
Wright got a horse and rode after the mutineers to endeavour to 
bring them back, while the detachment advanced to Ladder Hill. 
Here' we procured ammunition. Major Kinnaird then ordered 
Lieutenants F. Seal and Thorn to advance to Plantation-house 
with 20 men, and inform the Governor we were on the march 
with one hundred men. 
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When we got to the tank at the foot of High Knoll, Major 
Hodson met us, with orders from the Governor to divide our 
force. Major Kinnaird went forward with about 40 men, and 
40 oere left with me to guard the foot of High Knoll, should the 
mutineers advance by that route. The following was the order 
of uiy position, Captain Knipe with 12 men at the head of the 
road leading from Mrs. Harper’s ; Lieutenant Torbett in advance, 
to flank tlie above road, the wall under which his party was 
posted, forming a breast work ; — Lieutenant Chadwick, low down 
on liie left of the- tank, on the opposite flank ; another pictpiet, 
still f'lrther on the left of Lieutenant Chadwick, to watch Francis 
l*lain, should tln^y cross that way. At this time a iield-piece 
anivfd from Iligh-Knoll, which! put under Lieutenant Mason’s 
cl’ ' 'lie, with men to work it whom I could depend on, and placed 
in best situation to rake the road. The rest of the men I 
onh ! a little in the rear, to act as occasion might require; — 
and having made these arrangements, 1 was fully .satisfied that 
my post conld not be forced by the mutineers. 

About four o’ch»ck in the morning, the Reverend Mr. Jones 
l)rought ttiC orders from the Governor in writing ; but as! had no 
light to enable me to read them, Mr. Jones informed me of their 
substaiwe, viz.lhatlwas to march thirty chosen men to Plantation- 
house, w here I should receive orders ; he likewise informed me, 
he believed it was wishetl that 1 should attempt to rescue Colonel 
Broughton, and that if we succeeded, every man would receive a 
reward of £20. VVlien I got to the Plantation-house gate, I 
there met Captain T. II. Brooke of the volunteer corps, reported 
orders from the Governor similar to those 1 received by Mr. 
Jones ; but that I was to wait for further instructions on that 
head. Captain Pritchard (aid-de-camp) then ordered me to join 
Major Kinnaird, whom I found in a very strong position, within 
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pistol shot of the mutineers. Our force tlien amounted to about 
90 rank and file, and, I believe, ten officers. Major Kinnaird 
took me to reconnoitre, and I observed it would be impossible for 
the mutineers to escape, as they were completely impounded ; 
and in the worst possible position they could have chosen. From 
this time, being under the command of Ma-jor Kinnaird, I have 
nothing to ’communicate but what you will be informed of by 
that officer. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

your obedient and humble Servant, 

C. SAMPSON, 

James's Fort^* SOth December, 1811 * Captain of Infantri/^ 

H. Captain Braid’s Report. 

On Monday, the 23d of December, 1811, I was on the duty of 
Captain of the day ; and in the evening I determined, in company 
with Captain Barnes, to remain at the house of Mr. Everton, near 
the barracks, where we could havfj the earliest intelligence of 
whatever might occur ; and from which situation we could, in 
some measure, observe the conduct of the men in barracks. 

At -about a quarter before ten o’clock, we perceived an unusual 
bustle and noise in one of the barrack rooms opposite to us ; and 
it soon became evident, that the men of the St, Helena regiment 
were turning out into the Barrack Square, with arms and ac- 
coutrements. 

We proceeded towards the barrack gate, and were joined by 
Lieutenants Thorn and F. Seale. The gate was locked ; but we 
could easily perceive the mutineers were assembling rapidly 
inside. I instantly dispatched Lieutenant F. Seale (who volun- 
teered his service) to give information of these circumstances to 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Srnitli, the commanding officer ; to Major 
Kinnaird, the field-officer on duly ; and to order the main guard 
immediately under arms. 

,Our repeatedly calling for the gate to be 0[)ened, and for the 
o'ffieer of the barrack guard, Lieutenant W. Seale, to appear, was 
of no avail : it was but too apparent the guard, officer and all, 
weie now piisoners to the mutineers. However, lour incessant 
apj)lication lor admittance, and the assurance they now had of 
their motions being discovered, .seem to have pres.sed them to a 
determination of venturing out, sooner than they intended ; and 
while, their numbers were much below what they expected to 
collect. 

I'he wicket being opened, about one hundred of them rushed 
out : the whole apj»eared fully dre.s,se<l and armed. VVe remon- 
strated with these deluded men as they passed ; Init to no purpose. 
There were also many stragglers following to join them, most of 
whom were sent to the barracks. 

On the way down the .street we met Majors Kinnaird ami 
Wright, and many other officers. The general alarm was made, 
and all the men of both corps who could be found, were assem- 
bled at the foot of Ladder Hill, and marched off into the country.. 

Major Kinnaird ordered me to remain w ith Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith, to collect all the force w'e possibly coahl, ami to send 
him a reinforcement to Plantation-house. I immediately joined 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith on the lower parade, and communi- 
cated to him the order I had received from Major Kinnaird. 

Upon enquiring into the state of the main guard, I was asto- 
ni.shed to find no opposition liad been made to the approach of the 
mutineers; no attempt to defend the magazine; and in short, 
that the main guard were not*even under arms at the moment I 

m 

had the names of the men of this guard called ovei-, when it 

M m 
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aj>peared twenty-five liad absented themselves, and joined the 
mutineers. 

In going Ihe rounds, I found the castle gale open at 12 o’clock 
at night : and there being no officer for the ca.stle duty lhat night, 
J had two Serjeants placed there and the gate locked. 

The good conduct of Mr. Everton on that night, deserves to be 
noticed. 

ANDREW BRAID, 

S(, Helena, Decemlivr, mil. ('tip/ain nj Hrtillcri/. 

J. Caploin Barms's Report. 

On the night of the 23d instant. Captain Brai<l and myself 
having .stationed ourselves at the house of Mi’. Everton, directly 
opposite to the barrack windows of the light cornjmny, that we 
might be in ])erfect readiness should we be called upon, were 
informed, about twenty minutes before ten o’<“loek, by Everton 
(whose vigilanc<‘ deserves great ])rai.se) that there was a violent 
tumult in the barracks, and that the soldiers were attein])ting to 
force their way through the gates. C’aj)tain Bniid and myself 
immediately went there, and were directly joined l)y Lieutenant 
E. Seale and Lieutenant Thorn. Lieutenant Seale was instantly 
dispatched by Captain Braid to inform Major Kinnaird, the main 
guard, &c. &c. of what had taken j)!ace. In less than five minutes 
after we had got to the gate, the wicket was opened, and about 
a hundred men, most oi iheni fully armed and accoutred, rushed 
out. It was in vain for tliree of us to attempt opjtosing force to 
this body, and all that we could say to induce them to desist from 
their mad and disgraceful enter[)rize, was usele.ss ; — declaring 
throughout u c want our rights, and will have them before we 
come back .” — They proceeded dow« the street very quickly : — 
we followed, using our utmost endeavours to. persuade every 
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straggler following them to return to his barraeks; in some in- 
stances we were successful. Near tlie gate leading into tli*' 
parade* before the oflicers’ barracks we joiueil 3Iajors Wright and 
Kinnaird, 'Captains Sampson and Cole, and others. Lieuu iuiut 
Thorn was dispatched by Major Kinnaird witli orders to the 
barracks; as was Captain Sampson by Major Wright. Two 
pistols were tired by Major Kinnaird, as a signid to Ca|)lain 
riodson at Ladder Hill, who almost instantly made the general 
alarm, ft was then determined to l ollect all the men we could, 
at the bottoni. of Ladder Hill road, where we found Captain 
Pritchard with a few men. Having been joined by Captain 
Sainjxson and Lieutenant Thorn, with all the men they could 
find, we proceeded to Ladder Hill ; Captain Pritchar^l having 
been previously ordered by Major Kinnaird to hasten to the 
(Governor, to inform him he was marclrhig to Plantation-house 
with a considerable force. At Ladder Hill we received four 
bundles of ball cartridge for each man ; and spare ammunition 
, was carried by six black men, Alb r reaching Red Hill house, 
where we met the Town Major, we were detached in parties to 
various |>ositions. With 20 men, I was ordered to take post on 
the road leading to Cason’s Cate, Avhich 1 did ; and found there 
a field-piece, (a three pounder) with two volunteer oflicers, Lieu-* 
tenants Mnight and Blake) and 24 black artillerymen. I took 
charge of the whole, and disposed them .so as to command every 
approach to my post, A little before day-light, I wa.s ordered 
with my parly and guns (another three pounder, w ith Lieutenant 
D. Pritchard, having joined) to march down to the main body, 
under Major Kinnaird, which was drawn up in line, neat Major 
Pierie’s lower house, upon a small flat on the brow of a hill look- 
ing down upon the mutineers, who were within pistol shot of ns. 

1 fell in, w ith both field-pieces on the left flank, so as completely 
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to enfilade tlie only road by wliicb they coidd attempt to pass, 
and soon after (he rebels surrendered at discretion. 

.lOHN BARNES, 

'iOth December, 18)1. Vaptdhi of Ariillerii. 

K. Lteulciutnl F. Seale s Hejx/rt, 

St. Ilelenu, December 28 M , 18 H, 

On Monday evenini:,, (he 2»M inslard, Serjeant Russell ol llte 
grenadier eoinpany having repor)ed (o Cap(ain Kuipe, l»etvveen 
eight and nine oh'loek, that a mutiny was likely to take place that 
night, in the garrison, I went to the soldiers’ barracks with Major 
M right a,ud several other ofiicers ; where we remained ujitil some 
time after nine o’clock ; and not finding tlu' least misconduct 
among the men then in barracks, we retireil to our (juarters. — 
Before ten o’clock, 1 heard a great noise in the soldiers’ barracks, 
and immediately went up to the gate, w’hei’C 1 found (’aptains 
Braid and Barnes, witli Lieutenant Thorn, endeavouring to get 
admittance. I heard Lieutenant William Seale and Seijeant 
Major Honeyburn among the rebels, endeavouring to pacify them. 
Captain Braid rerpiested me to go and inform Majors Wright ami 
Kinnaird, as quick as possible, of the state of the menjn barracks. 
In my way, I met Lieutenants Mason and "^rorbett coming towards 
the barracks ; who informed me, tliat Lieutenant James VY right 
had gone before for the : aine purpose. I therefore returned with 
them immediately, and saw the mutineers rushing from the 
barrack gate. 1 ran forwaid, and called to them, but to no 
purpose ; and then passed them on the left, with an intention, if 
possible, to stop some of their rear: and Lieutenants Chadwick, 
Mason, and Torbett, and Serjeant-Major Honeybuin, having 
joined me, we succeeded and sent back immediately, Nimmo, 
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Walker, Edinonston, Cain, Butler, and Beck, to their barracks. 
It was with some difficulty wo prevailed on them to return ; 
saying ‘ that if they did not join tlie Of)posite party, they (the 
mutineers) would shiner them, and put them to death.’ Captain 
Sampson onlered us to march, with what men could be collected 
in barracks, and join Major Kinnaird at the foot oi' Ladder Hill. 
VV^e proceeded to that post, and after every man was sii,pplied with 
ammunition, Major Kinnaird gave me the coinman<l of the advance 
guard, composed of LieutpnautThorn, two serjeants, and twenty 
rank and tile; \vith orders to proceed until 'I reached Red-Hill 
gate ; and there to halt until he came up. W hen tliere, the Town 
Majoi’ ordered me to proceed with my party to Major Pierie’sgate. 
Major Kinnaird soon came up to me; with the detachment : .halted 
and ordered me, with the advance party, to occupy the pass in the 
ravine lielow ; and in the night to retire oradvanceas the nature 
of things required. A little before day-light, I received orders to 
join the main liody in line: and shortly afterwards, the mutineers 
h.alted in the ravine, about the same place I before occupied. 

F. SEA LE, 

lAnfinfnnL 

Ij. Lieutenant PitUlips's Report . 

Hiqh-KnoU, Monday, Deeeoiher ii'jd. jisl I. 

Symptoms of dissatisfaction having appeared 'iinong sorm oi 
*he troops in tlie garrison yesterday, and it having come to tic 
Governor’s knowledge, that they intended to mutiny, J was '<eu! 
for by him and the Council, at 2 P. M. and received order- to 
keep a strict loidv-out from my post, and to hie upon any jiarly 
of men seen in arms, a j>proaching Plantation-house ; and to dis- 
7 t-rse them. At 5 P. M. I returned to High Knoll ; and imme- 
diately iiia«le every preparation t« defend my post, by loading t 'n 
gun.s with grape, pkicing centinels in advance, and securing tio 
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u^atfs and lower. At .0 P. M. a reiiiforcewienl of one .serjeant, one 
eorporal, one giinner, and .seven mat ios.se s, joined my guard ; 
making the total number, one lieutenant, one serjeant, two cor- 
porals, one gunner, sixteen niatrosses, and one private. Some of 
the mulineers liaving beard that this party was ordered to rein- 
loree Hiah-Knoll, told them to inform me, ‘ that they would 
•soon be alter them, and perhaps be there as soon as they would.’ 
Between ten and eleven at night, I was employed in si rving out 
ammunition to the ditlerent parties, and getting out the tiehl- 
pieees, &:c. for the volunteers : and at this time, about twenty 
volunteers joined my post. They did not, however, long remain 
with me, as I thought it better to order them to Plantation-house. 
At a ouarler before 10 P. M. the general alarm was fired at 
Ladder-Hill. I immediately repe-ated it. At half-past 10 P. M. 
I perceived a light going up Side-path : hailed it, and oj-dered 
them to stoj) ; but it proved to be Mr. Balcombe. I kept a good 
look-out for the niutineers during the night, with tlie night-glasse.s : 
but could not jierceive them, — keeping my portfires constantly 
lighted, and hailing every body in .sight, passing and re-pas.sing. 

Tuesday morning, at aboul half-past 12 A. M. I r.eceived in- 
formation, liy a runniug-haiul from the piiajiiet guard under 
High-Knoll, that the niutineers had lieen at Long B oofi> und had 
taken the Ijieuteuant-fiovernor prisoner, as w ell as Mr. Hall, the 
conductor ; that they had pre,ssed Serjeant Lassels, and some 
artillerymen, to assist them in manning a three-pounder, — the 
only one of the w est brigade that had not been s’liked, — and that 
they were approaching Plantation-house with the Lieutenant- 
Governor in their centre. x\t half jiast one, A. M. I perceived 
two lights coming round under the Ahum-house, and at times 
could see, w ith our night-glas.ses, a great number of men. Con- 
jecturing thes were the mutineers, I iinmedialely gave inforina- 
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lion to Oiiplain Saiiii)soii, coinmainJinu; the pioquet, aiul to 
PJantation-liouse ; keej)ing’ my nuns pointed at them, and ray 
portfires lighted. But I did not conceive it proper to fire »ipou 
theiiij knowing Colonel Broughton was in their ])oss(‘ssion. At 
ahold half-[)ast 2 A. M'. tlie mutineers had nearly reached Major 
Pieric’s house, when I hailed them with a large sjieaking trumj)et, 
and tiesired them not to advance, oi- I would fire upon them 
iminediately. I'lo'y soon halted, and at the break of day, I 
|»erceived, al)ove Majoi- Pjerie’s house, a. large detachment of 
arfillery and infantry, and some volunteers, with theirfront facing 
the run of water, aiul shortly after, 1 saw the mutineers, apj>;i- 
reatly about f)d in uumlicr, in the ravine, close undei' <»ur detach- 
inents; and v< ry soon, the mutineers appeared to have surrendered. 
At about 7 A. M. the whole of' the mntinec'rs (7*'>) taken in arms, 
w'cre marchetl here, by Major Kinnaird and his delachment. 
Eientenant Thorn, with 21 artillerymen, reinforced my guard, 
and (he wlnde of the |(risoners were put into one barrack. 1 tiien 
lojjiderl one 8-in<‘h howilzer, and (wo 18-|)onnders, with grape, 
ami |>ointed (hem directly upo'n th«‘ |)risoners ; and also placed 
seven eentinels, with loaded piecres, to walch them, and to keep 
a strict look-out. I had also a guard of om; serjeant, three cor- 
porals, and fourteen matrosses, in (he room op[>osi(ethe prisoners, 
with 20 rounds each of ball ammunition ; and a guard on (he 
tou ei’ of one serjeant, three cor])orals, ami twenty matrosses. 1 
deeiin d it f'urther expedient, for fear of being surjn'ised by (he 
prismiers, or any of their associafes, to dismount th(‘ fonrd-jioinul 
field-] )ieces, ami to lock thetn up in the lower; which seemed to 
be the more necessary, as there were two ammunition carts, witli 
lield-j)iece ammunition in the ordnance store-room, outside the 
tower. These precautions were iii’cordingly taken, and every 
thing here remained .quiet. 

CEO. L. PH1LL11^S, 

Lieutenuut of ylrtillcn/, rum/inuidiog rUgli-Kiioll. 
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Lmitenanl TV. Seale's Jleiiort. 


St. Helena, 20/// December, 1811. 

On M onday evening the 23d instant, 1 bad the eomniand of the 
barrack gnaid ; and about a quarter before 0 o’clock, Major 
AYright, in company with .several officers, came and enquired if 
T had perceived any misconduct in the soldiers in liarracks; I 
answered, no ! the men seemed quite orderly. Lieutenant 
F. Seale requested 1 would be particularly .alerl, as Serjeant 
liussell had informed Cajitaiu Knipe, that the solditrs inten/led 
to mutiny that night; but tlie uniform conduct of tlie men at 
that bme, as also in the former part of the evening, induced us to 
lielieve the report was erroneous. Tin; oflicers ipiitled the bar- 
racks about half [last nine o’clock, and after passing out those 
soldiers who have permission to sleep out of barracks, I ordered, 
as usual, the serjeaut of the guard to put the lights out. On his 
return, J enquired if he had performeil Ihis dut y, and if tlie men 

t 

were cpiiet in barracks? “ he .said lie had put out the lights ; 
but that imnu diately after the men began to take, down their 
arms and accoutreinenls, and were very turbulent.” I desired 
him to a< conq>any me and point out the- room in which tlie men 
were irregular : he directed me to one of the grenadier barrack.s, 
in whi<‘h I saw several men accoutred. I asked them the reason 
of their being dn ssed in that way : they answered, “ because 
they felt tliems/ lvi s aggrieved.” At this moment the light in- 
fantry rushed into the upper scpiare, and called out, “ Grenadiers ! 
are you not ready yet? fall in ; fall in !” I endeavoured to pre- 
vail on them to return to their barracks, but without effect. 
Whilst some listened, others npliraided them for it. 1 was then 
forced by Anderson, private,- to return to my quarters, and cun- 
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sider myself a prisoner, desiring me at the same time to give up 
iny sword and the keys of the gates ; which refusing to do, my 
sword was seized, and the keys were wrested from me. But on 
thoir returning from the guard room, I observed an opportunity 
of leaping among them and recovering the key s. Having eliected 
this, I returned to my quarters ; but was followed by the muti- 
neers, who still insisted upon having the keys, rfiid the gates 
being opened. Some cried out, “ But the bayonet through him, 
and then he’ll give them up.” Hearing the voice of officers at 
the gate, I went to them, and found Berwick and Mason, pri- 
vates, had posted themselves, one on each side the gate ; declar- 
ing they would charge the first oflicer that entered. • During the 
outnigeons conduct of the rebels at the gates, they said, “ they had 
frequently reported that they were in a state of starvation, without 
redress: and that they had no intention of injuring any one ; but 
that the (iovernor was their object, and have him they would.” 
Serjeant-major Honeyburn then came to my assistance ; but one 
•of the rebels immediately struck him, and desired him to go 
away. I secretly gave him the keys, and he took them to his 
quarters, and I then returned to the guard room. The mutineers 
followed me, still demanding the keys: and on my assuring 
them, that solne one had taken them from me, they searched the 
room. Kennally, private, then observed, they could get out 
without them, by scaling the walls near the cistern ; which he 
did ; and the rest followed. As they were getting over the dif- 
ferent barracks, Serjeant-major Honeyburn asked me if I had 
sent any one to inform the officers : I replied, it was iiiqiossible, 
as my guard were all made prisoners. Honeyburn however 
found an opportunity to pass the serjeant of the guard through 
his quarters, down the back jlart of his premises to the town. 
Finding it impossible to prevent the rebels getting out, by keep- 

Nn 
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ing the gates locked ; and as there were some officers on the 
outside, I at length opened them ; on doing which, those rebels 
who were within, rushed out. I then received an order from 
Major Kinnaird, for the drummers to beat to arms : which was 
accordingly done. 

This is a true statement of what happened on the night of the 
23d December, to the best of my recollection. 

W. SEALE, 

Lieutenant. 

N. Lieutenant Thorn's Report. 

Ilif/h Knot /,2Sth December, 1811. 

About half past seven o’clock on the evening of the 23d instant, 

1 was .sent for by Major Kinnaird, who ordered me to perform 
the duty of adjutant of artillery, as Lieutenant Wilson was de- 
tached to Ladder Hill. He informed me, there was a degree of 
dissatisfaction shewn by part of the men in l)arracks ; and directed 
me to go there and order the non-commissioned officers in whom ' 
I could place confidence, to keep on the alert, and inform me if 
any of the troops seemed to make preparations to qnit the bar- 
racks. At about half past nine, the Seijeant-major came to my 
quarters, and informed me the light infantry were rhsliing out of 
their barrack rooms with their arms. 1 instantly ran up (sending 
the Serjeant-major to Major Kinnaird), and found the barrack 
gates shut : the men were collected inside, and the officer of the 
barrack guard was talking to them. Captain Barnes and Lieu- 
tenant. F. Seale were now with me. The wicket of the gate was 
soon opened, when the men rushed out, most of them with 
charged bayonets : one of them struck Captain Barnes with his 
musket. 1 followed them as low as the foot of the trees, per- 
suading them to return ; but one only, Christian Beck, who told 
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me he had been forced out of I>arracks, returned. I met Major 
Kiiinaird and Lieutenant 'J’orbett ; the former diseliarged two 
pistols, as a signal to Ladder Hill. Major Kinnaird ordered me 
to run to the barracks, and desire the drummers to beat to arms : 
and by this time the general alarm had tired from Ladder Hill. I 
ordered all the artillery (previously supplying them with arms 
from the store rooms) to fall in near the barrack ’gate with the 
remaining infantry, whom Uaptain Sampson was collecting. We 
proceeded to the foot of Ladder Hill, where we joined a party 
under Major Kinnaird: the whole then proceeded to Ladder 
Hill, .and there received ammunition. Lieutenant E. Seale ami 
my.self, with twenty men, were ordered to march, as quick as 
possible to Red-IIill house. On our way, we were met by Cap- 
tain Pritchard, who directed us to march immediately to Planta- 
tion-house, and report our arrival to tlie’liovernor : but meeting 
the Town Major, we were directed to advame towards Major 
Pierie’s lower hou.se, and watch the motions of the mutineers ; and 
to oppose them if they attempted to a<lvance toPlantation-lioo.se. 
Sometime aftei wards, Major Kinnaird joined ns with a strong 
detachm'ent, and ordered our |)icquet to advance near the water 
run. Major Kinnaird then orilered me to go to Plantation-hou.se^ 
and inform the Governor of the [losition he had taken up : but 
upon my return, 1 found the picquet had retired as far as a rise 
of ground at the liack of Major Pierie’s house. About one o’clock 
in the morning, a black man liclonging to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, came to our party, and informed ns the mutineers were 
advancing towards Plantation-house, with the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor as their prisoner : and about two hours befVue day-light, 1 
perceived them approaching. They advanceil to the .same ground 
we before occupied with the picquet, and halted. , At day-light, 
Major Kinnaird collected all his* force and formed a line frooting 
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the mutineers : but on seeing our line formed, one of their party 
called out, “ We have surrendered.” After an interchange of 
two or three messages between them and the Governor, they sur- 
rendered themselves prisoners, and were marched as far as Plan- 
tation-house gate ; and afterwards, by the Governor’s orders, wei'e 
escorted, by a party of artillery and myself, commanded by Major 
Kinnaird, to Migh Knoll, were the}' were put into confinement. 
Here I remained with Lieutenant Phillips, having reinforced his 
guard with thirty men. 

THOS. THORN, 

Lieutenant of Artillery. 

O . Captain Pritchard's Report. 

To Colonel Alexander Beatson,' Governor, 

Honourable Sir, 

In detailing, according to your request, all the circumstances 
which came within my knowledge, relative to the late mutiny and 
sedition, which broke out in the St.' Helena regiment, I shall 
state such occurrences as transpired before the 23d ultimo ; and 
then proceed to mention such as subsequently took place. 

Having received various private rejiorts, that a miitiny was in- 
tended (with which I made you acquainted), but no precise hour 
of the night yet named, I resolved to wait the final intelligence 
of one of my emissaries ; which I received, about ten minutes 
before nine o’clock, on the evening of the 23d. Upon being made 
acquainted with the intention of the mutinous troops, I instantly 
infoimed the senior member of Council (Mr. Doveton), and the 
commanding officer in James’s Fort (Lieutenant-Colonel Smith) : 
and apprised them that the seizure of the musket ball ammuni- 
tion, in charge of the officer of the main guard (Lieutenant 
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Hunter), was one essential part of their plan. And as I strongly 
suspected there was none Init rifle aminunition in the laboratory, 
I recommended that the ammunition at the main guard, should 
instantly be destroyed by water ; and that Lieutenant Hunter 
should be apprised of the intentions of the mutineers, which was 
accordingly done. 

I remained a few minutes in the lower street with , Lindsey, a 
soldier, (who has since been tried for joining the mutineers, and 
pardoned), and stated to him what I had heard, relative to the 
intentions of some of the infantry. He declared he knew nothing 
of it: and he was resolved to have nothing to do with it; and 
also that he would go and dissuade any who might be inclined 
to join them. I then went to the foot of Ladder Hill road,. where 
I found William Boyles, private, centinel, whose steady and 
soldier-like conduct I witnessed, and therefore as it reflected the 
highest credit on him, 1 must embrace this opportunity of recom- 
mending him to your favour. I spoke much to him upon the 
spbject of the intended mutiny that night, and found his infor- 
mation corresponded with What 1 had before learned. Tips 
soldier then most solemnly swore, that not one of them should 
pass his post if he could prevent it : 1 told him my determination ; 
and whilst I spoke, I heard a body of men rushing down tlie 
.street, crying out, “ Fire ! fire ! .stand out of the way !” I got 
in amongst them, and ordered them to stop and go back to their 
barracks : saying, with a voice sufficiently loud for them to hear, 
“ that if they had grievances, they would be redressed in the 
morning.” But this had no effect ; and the greater part of them 
continued ruShing towards the main guard. I seized many of 
them ; but others forced their way ; amongst whom was I)ougle 
Fraser, private, who was intoxi 9 ated. He said they had been 
two years representing their grievances, but could obtain no 
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redress ; and that lie would not stay : when retiring from me a 
few paces, he rushed at me with fixed bayonet, and with great 
violence. I’he point of his bayonet happily passed by me ; but 
the force of the blow I received from the muzzle of his musket, 
felled me to the ground About this time Mr. Doveton, 'and 
Lieutenant James Wright came up. Mr. Doveton expostulated 
with them , for their infamous conduct, and demanded to be heard 
as a member of the Government. lie told them, that if they had 
grievances, they .should be redressed to-morrow. But all he, and 
Lieutenant Wright' (who was equally active and zealous) could 
say, was to no purpose ; they still persisted in the same mutinous 
and rebellious conduct. 

I’his mob of mutineers had now passed towards the main guard, 
except about eight or ten ; amongst whom, was Richard Cart- 
ledge, whom 1 seized, and some time afterwards sent to Major 
VV^ right, his commanding officer : from this man, the Major re- 
ceived information relative to the intended route of the mutineers: 

About this time a general alarm was fired, and Captain Sainp- 
spn, wfth officers, marched about* 120 men from the barracks 
(who were perfectly regular), to the foot of Ladder Hill road. It 
was there determined that he .should march towards Plantation- 
house ; and he requested me to ride, as expeditiously as possible, 
to Ladder Hill, and acquaint Captain B. Hudson that the party 
ascending were friends : which I did, and after leaving some 
orders with that officer, I rode on with all haste to Plantation- 
house, and gave you information of the proceedings and inten- 
tions of the mutineers. 

After conveying your orders for the different positions of the 
troops, I was directed to take charge of three field-pieces, princi- 
[lally manned from the volunteer corps. With these I remained 
until the morning ; when I received an order from Major Kinnaird 
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to join his detaclinient as soon as it was li^ht ; which I accord- 
ingly did ; and soon after the mutineers were compelled to lay 
down their arms, and surrender at dis<Tetion. 

I have the honour to remain, Ilonourahle Sir, 

your faithful and obedient Servant, 

H. n Fill j;c;marj), 

1st January, 1812 . Captain and Aid-de-Canip. 

P . Lieutenant Htmter’s Statement of proceedings at the Main Guard, on 

the 2‘id December, 1811. 

During the day of the 23d in.stant, I understood from reports, 

that the men in barracks were discontented. At half past* eight 

o’clock in the evening. Major Kinnaird visited my guard, and 

told me, he suspected a mutiny would take place, and desired me 

in that event, to fall in my guard and do my utmost to quell it. 

About nine o’clock Captain H. H. Pritchard came to my guard, 

aild informed me the men intended to break out of barracks that 

*1 , 

niglit ; and advised me to destroy the ammunition under my 
charge, as soon as jiossible, in order to prevent its being seized 
by the mutineers. Having every reason to suppose my guard 
was also concerned, I immediately took Captain Pritchard’s 
advice, and threw water upon the ammunition and locked the 
chest ; at the same time desiring the laboratory serjeant to have 
in readiness some useful ball cartridges and flints. About half 
past nine, hearing a noise as if from the barracks, I immediately 
ordered my gyard to fall in : some reluctance was shewn. I.then 
addressed them, and asked them if they would stand by their officer 
and do their duty as good soldiers ; they said they would, and fell 
in. Presently I re(;eived a message from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith, commanding ofiicer in garrison, to keep my guard in 
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readiness ; and shortly after, the Lieutenant-Colonel came down 
and thus addressed me at the head of my guard ; “ Mr. Hunter, 
don’t fall in your guard in the rain, let them fall out, I wish to 
speak to the men in the guard room.” I obeyed his order and the 
men ran into the main guard room, making much noise. We 
followed them into the main guard room, where he expostulated 
with them t but to no efl'ect, as they used the most gross and 
abusive language. About this time (a quarter before ten) the 
mutineers were on the parade, to the amount of about 200. They 
approached my guard room with fixed bayonets, and called out, 
“ Come iny lads, we are come for you when the whole of my 
guard exc<!pt the centinels. Corporal Brimmer and another man, 
joined -them. I did not see my serjeants at this time. Every 
attempt of the Lieutenant-Coloiiel and myself to reason with 
them was ineffectual ; they rushed into my guard room ; broke 
open the inner door, and upon seeing the water issue from the 
ammunition chest, they quitted it greatly enraged, and ran to 
the laboratory and broke open the door. I called out for a 
few men to follow me (and they should be well rewarded), and 
we would prevent the mutineers getting at the ammunition. Not 
a man turned out for this service, and I immediately ran to the 
laboratory, but could not prevent the mutineers faking the am- 
munition, as several of them repeatedly laid hold of me and kept 
me off from the cask. Tliey then ran up the street (about a 
quarter before ten), ealiing out “ now for Long Wood !” 

Not having seen my serjeants after the guard was dismissed, as 
before stated, I enquired for them, and presently saw them com- 
ing out of the (iovernor’s garden, where, they said they had con- 
cealed thejiiselves, to prevent the mutineers taking them, or 
being murdered upon refusing to join them. 

T. M. HUNTER, 

Lieutenant. 



NARRATIVE OF THE MUTINY, &c. 


281 


Memoramla of Lieutenants Phillips and Thorn, of the Occurrences 
at High Knoll, from the 2!id to the 30//* of December, 1811. 

High KnoU, 2 ilh Derenilivr, 181 J , — 

• 

Lieutenants Phillips and Thorn liaving had several conversa- 
tions with the prisoners, since the mornings, persiyiding them to 
give up those who had excited them to commit acts of mutiny 
and rebellion. Gunner I^itchen of the artillery, and Dongal Fraser 
of the infantry, have made the following depositions : 

“ SiSELL of the regiment, commanded the mutineers, ,and 
“ assisted Nimmo and Berwick, privates, to swear the men in. 

The nature of the oath was to seize the Governor, ai^d to turn 
“ him oft* the island. Sisell-also told them, that upon his firing a 
“ musket at the Alarm-house, he would-be joined by the men of 
“ Hold-Fast-Tom, Gregories, and Deadwood shed : and that this 
“ man was the chief ringleader.” 

“ Nimmo of the regiment, administered the oath, assisted by 
“ Berwick and Sisell, with a bayonet held over the head of the 
“ person, sworn in, threatening death to those that did not take it, 
“ and join their party.” 

" Berwic.k of the regiment, assisted in administering the oath T 
“ broke open the barrack gates, and procured volunteers for 
“ them.” 

“ Hewitt of the regiment, broke open the small magazine 
“ door, and was very active in getting volunteers, and threatening 
“ others with death if they did not join them.” 

“ Lindsay and Septon of the regiment, also took an active 
“ part in the whole affair ; but Kitchen and Fraser did not par- 
“ ticularise what they did.” 

At about 5 P. M. Major Hodson informed Lieutenant Phillips, 

Go 
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that he had understood it was intended to endeavour to rescue 
the prisoners : we therefore kept alert during the night, and in 
readiness to receive tljeiii : at the same time informed the pri- 
soners, it would be death to the whole if they attempted to 
escape. — But they behaved very w^ell, and appeared quite sorry 
for their conduct. 

8 A.M. Lieutenant Dentaaffe, with an escort, brought Nimmo, 
Sisell, Berwick, and Anderson, prisoners to tliis guard. At about 
11, A. M. a General Court Martial sat, and tried the following- 
prisoners, viz. Nimmo, Sisell, Berwick, Anderson, Edgeworth, 
Wilsey, and Seager of the regiment, and Gunner Kitchen of the 
artillery: when they all (being found guilty,) received sentence 
of deatho At ^ past 7, A.M. the six first were hanged ; and 
Wilsey, Seager, and Kitchen received the Governor’s pardon. 
The remaining prisoners seeming rather dissatisfied that Lindsay, 
Sefton, and Hewitt, had not been confined, I informed the Town 
Major of it. 

Thursday 26th.— -All quiet during the night. The prisoners 
having heard that Lindsay, Sefton, and Hewitt, had been ordered 
to be tried, were quite satisfied, and said they deserved it ; as 
many had been led astray by them, wlio afterwards quitted them 
on the road. At 10, P. M. Lieutenant J. Seale of tlie regiment, 
came to the Knoll with the prisoner Sefton who had been tried ; 
and with the three men >vho had gone to give evidence against 
him, Lindsay, and Heuitt. The prisoner Sefton, appears very 
penitent, having continued all night in prayer, and requested that 
a clergyman might attend him in the morning. 

Friday, December 27th. — The Rev. Mr. Boys came here to 
attend the prisoner (Sefton) who api)ears very penitent. I read 
the Garrison Orders to the guard .and prisoners. At noon sent 
the prisoner Sefton to James’s Fort to receive his sentence. At 
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3 P. M. understood that Hewitt was hanged J)efore the troops in 
garrison, and that Sefton and Lindsay received the Governor’s 
pardon under the gallows. All <|uiet at the Knoll. 

•Saturday 28th. — Nothing material passed here. The prisoners 
behave very well, and ap|)ear very sorry' for their conduct — pro- 
mising never to behave ill again. Both Lieutenant Thorn and 
myself have endeavoured all in our power, to find out the writer 
of the anonymous letters, and told the prisoners we were con- 
vinced the Governor would forgive an} one of them that would 
inform him ; but they all declared they did not know ; nor did 
they know any letters had been written, until they heard some 
had been found. The prisoner Sefton, who expected to be hanged, 
also said, he knew notliing of them. 

Sunday 29th. — The prisoners having repeatedly requested of 
myself and Lieutenant Thorn to solicit the Governor to pardon 
them, making solemn protestations of beliaving well in future, 
and having evinced a disposition of repentance and sorrow for 
their conduct, we were induced to write to the Governor on the 
subject. The Governor was pleased to answer us very favourably : 
we read his letter to the prisoners before the guard. They were 
very thankful,— and expressed themselves sensible of the Gover -’ 
nor’s clemency towards them ; and protested one and all, that if 
the Governor would allow them to join their corps again their 
future conduct should shew their gratitude and the truth of their 
protestations. For the.se last three days, as the prisoners ap- 
peared sickly, from their being confined in so small a barrack, 
they were allowed to walk out in the square from 2ft to 30 
together, from 10 to 4 o’clock. All quiet here during the night. 

Monday, 30th. — At 10, A. M. I received a letter from the 
Governor dei^iring the prisone'rs. might be marched to the Plan- 
tation-house ; excepting |even who were to be left in close con- 
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finement. At 11 A. M. I paraded the prisoners, and inarched 
them to Plantation-lionse, under an escort of 35 artillerymen : — 
leaving one corporal and six matrosses to keep cliarge of the 
remaining prisoners. There the Governor was pleased to pardon 
48 of the mutineers, Avhb were then niarcliecl to James’s Fort to 
join their corps, by Lieutenant Thorn, and 20 men. He also 
ordered the following men into close confinement at High-Knoll, 
until an opportunily offered of sending them off the island. 


R. Kitchen 

S. Cahill 

T. Williams 
Jacol) Desney 
John Finnerty 
John Grant 
Janies Clark 
Andrew Clarke 
James Small 

E. Richardson 
E. Randalls 


} Captain Cole’s 
Company of 
Artillery* 


I (jircnaclier 
j Company. 


1). Frazer 
T. Sullivan 
J. Kennelly 
M. Maroney 


~1 

I 


^Light Compaa^. 


Jo|in Hall 
Nich. Coote 
P. M‘Guire 
J. Mackle, Captain Statham’s 
J. Ward, Captain Killin’s 
D. Finn, Captain Wright’s. 


The [irisoners all quiet. — The same precautions taken as before. 

GEO. L. Phillips, 

Lieutenant of Artillery . 


THOS. THORN, 

Lieutenant of Artillery, 
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Ti'ial of Sei'jeant Lassells. 


Island St. Helena, 31. <tt December, 1811 . 
* 

At a General Court Martial re-assembled this day, by order 
of Colonel Alexander Beatson, Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief, &c. &c. 

President, 

Major J. A. Wright, St. Helena regiment. 

Members, 

Captain A. Braid, artillery. 

Captain T. J. B. Cole, ditto. 

Captain W. Knipe, S't. Helena regiment. 

Lieutenant F. Seale, ditto. 

Lieutenant H. Broadway, artillery. 

Lieutenant J. Torbett, St. Helena regiment. 

The Court having been duly sworn, proceeded with the foU 
lowing trial 

Charge Patrick Lassells, serjeant in the artillery, confined 
by order of the Lieutenant-Governor, for un soldier-1 ike conduct, 
in not getting ready the field artillery as speedily as pos,sible, 
when directed by him so to do; and causing unnecessary delay 
in the requisite preparations for repelling a party of mutineers 
on the night of the 23d instant. 

C. R. G. HODSON, 

30th December, \%U. Town Majox. 

To which the prisoner pleads Not Guilty. 

Prosecution. Lieutenant-Colonel E.S. Broughton (the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor), being sworn, deposeth as follows ; — 
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On the night of the 23(1 instant, about ten o’clock, I sent for 
the prisoner, Serjeant Lassells ; but as he did not come for some 
time, I went towards the shed, and met him about halfway. I 
asked him if he was acquainted with the disturbances inthcfort: 
he said, he had just dome from the fort, and that he had over- 
heard the* conversation of a number of the soldiers assembled in 
different pafrties, in the streets ; from wliich he understood tliey 
intended to attack l)ea<lwood shed on Wednesday night ; and 
that he was certain there W(mld bfe no attack on Monday 
night. I re|)lied, it was I>etter to be prepared, and to have every 
thing ready. We proceeded to the shed, where! found Mr. Hall, 
the conductor, with the guard paraded. I asked the men if they 
would 'stand l»y me in case of an attack : as I expected the 
mutineers that night: they answered, “ they would to a man.” 
The guns, four in number, were then ordeied out as quickly as 
possible. The lirst two were soon got ready, and sent to Dead- 
wood, under the command of Serjeant Tnnstall, to cover tlie road 
leading from Banks’s : and, notwithstanding my repeatedly 
urging the pri.soner to make haste, there was great delay, both in 
preparing the other two guns, and in getting out the ammuni- 
tion : the prisoner repeatedly .saying, “ that he had no appre- 
hension of the mutineers making an attack at fhat time ; and 
that he was positive it would not then take place.”’ He certainly 
appeared to me to be somewhat intoxicated, and seemed stupid 
and confused. 

The prisoner has been in command of the guard at Dead wood 
.shed two years and eight months, and during that time I have 
had but one occasion to find fault with him : for, prior to the 
night of the 23d, he had conducted himself with the greatest 
propriety. 

Q. From the Judge Advocate to Colonel B . — What time, do 
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you think, elapsed between getting out the first two guns, and 
getting ready the others ? 

A. I think it might have been half an hour ; and by the 
time they were equipped, four or five men of the working party, 

N 

from Long Wood, joined, to assist in dragging them up the hill. 

Q. From the Court. — Did the prisoner seem inclined to pre- 
vent the getting of the guns ready ; or was he aetive in getting 
them ready, after you directed Inin ? 

A. He was not active ; he did not move with that promptitude 
which 1 should have expected ; and the articles that were required 
for equipping the field-pieces, seemed out of the way, or at least 
not at hand. Hut Mr. Hall, the conductor, can better explain 
the delay, as I was on the outside of the shed. 

Q. How many men had the prisoner with him before the 
four or five men joined ? 

A. The whole guard, including the serjeants, consisted of 
sixteen men ; six of whom, as already mentioned, were detached 
with Seijeant 'I'uustali ; the remainder were, I think, with tlie 
prisoner. 

Mr. William Hall (Conductor), being sworn, gave the follow- 
ing statement : — 

Betwixt eight and nine o’clock on JVIonday night, the 23d in- 
stant, the prisoner came to my quarters, at the Hutt’s gate, and 
told me, “ he had something very particular to say ; and that he 
would nol say too much at present.” I asked him what he 
meant ; he said, “ he was doubtful of ihere being a disturbance 
soon ill the garrison.” I a-'ked him what made him think so? 
he said, “ he had hearil all about it, but would not say too liiuch 
at present ” He then told me, “ that there was a man laying 
outside, and making use of mutinous expressions,” I asked him 
who he was ; and why he did nottakehold of him ? he said, “ it 
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was Jewitt, formerly a corporal of artillery, but he did not think 
it worth his while to trouble himself with him.” I asked him 
how far he was away ? he said, “ just outside and immediately 
after he said, “ he was on the Alarm-house road.” I asked him 
if he was half way to the Alarm-house? he then .said, “just 
under it; that if I would go a little way on the road, I should 
hear him ; for he was making a great noise.” I told him, I did 
not think there was any person on the road : it was certainly a 
falsehood. As he was intoxicated, I said I would go with him to 
his post at Deadwood shed ; which I did. On. the road, at one 
time he told me tlie disturbance would Itappen on Cliristinas 
night; and at another, he told me it would happen the night 
after Christmas. I .saw him safe to his room ; the guard peace- 
able and quiet, and the .sentinel on his post; I then returned to 
my quarters. Immediately I got home, the general alarm tired, 
and I returned to the Lieutenant-Ciovernor for orders, agreeably 
to the directions he had given me about half an hour before the 
prisoner came to my quarters. I met t he Xieutenant-Governor, 
with the prisoner, coming to the shed, and the Colonel desired 
me to go and take charge. I paraded the men ; the Colonel 
asked them, if they had any complaint to make to him? they 
said none : they would stand by him if any diisturbance took 
place. The prisoner assured the Colonel there w'as no danger, 
and suggested that the men should go into their barracks, and 
take off their side-arms, saying there was no occasion for them : 
and further observed the Lieutenant-Governor, that he might 
go to bed, and rest as quiet and safe a.s ever he had done in his 
life. I ordered, however, that the men should not go into the 
barracks, nor take off their .side-arms ; but to come and get out 
the guns, agreeably to the Lieutenant-Governor’s directions. The 
men obeyed me, and Serjeant Lassells said, “ there was no occa- 
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sion for us to trouble ourselves : he was positive there was no 
dantjer/' The prisoner also directed the men to do every thiuj^ 
contrary to what I ordered, which occasioned much confusion. 
Colonel Broughton then ordered him to desist, and to allow the 
men to obey his orders. Inconsequence of the confusion caused 
by the prisoner, we were not prepared to receive the mutinous 
party; who came upon us so suddenly, that they t<?ok the gun 
the Colonel had command of, just as it was loading. I gave 
Colonel Broughton two spikes to have tlie gun spiked, in case it 
should fall into the mutineers’ hands ; and when they came up to 
Colonel Broughton, as they shewed no violence, the Colonel 
slipped the two spikes into the pri.soner’s hands ; yet he made no 
use of them ; but snflered the gun, unspiked, to fall into their 
hands. 

Q,. J'rom the Judge Advocate . — What time do you suppose 
elapsed between the guns being ordered to be drawn out, and 
their being ready ? 

. A. It was about an hour and a quarter from the time of the 
alarm to the gun falling into the mutineers’ hands. If it had not 
been for the confusion that the prisoner put us all into, we might 
have been ready with the guns half an hour before the mutineers 
came up. 

Q. How many men were there to take out the guns ? 

A. Sixteen ; but the whole, except two or three, went with 
the first two guns, under Serjeant Tunstall, to Deadwood. I 
had to get those men back again (leaving Serjeant Tunstall with 
three men) to man the other two guns, and to take them on 
the road towards the Telegraph, to meet the mutineers — but 
several men joined me from Long Wood, when I was leaving 
the shed. 

Q,. Notwithstanding these necessary delays, do you say that 
you could have been ready with the guns, at their proper posts, 

P p 
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half an hour before the mutineers came up, if the prisoner had 
not caused tinnecessary delays ? 

A. Yes. 

Serjeant William Smith (of the artillery), sworn, gave, the 
following statement 

On Monday night, about nine o’clock, the prisoner came home 
from the Fort, to the shed (where he commanded), and Mr. Hall 
with him. The prisoner appeared intoxicated, and wished to 
return hack to the Hutt’s with Mr. Hall, who desired him to re- 
main at his own post. 1 di«l not see him afterwardr., until he eame 
to the shed with the Lieutenant-Governor: he then ordered the 
guard to fall in, which they did, with side-arms — the pri.soner 
seemed ..very angry at their doing .so, and asked them the rea.son 
of their falling in with arms, and <le.sired them to go in and take 
them off — Mr. Hall, liow'ever, sto[>ped them. It appeared that 
the Lievitt.nant-Governor had something to say to tlie men ; but 
he was greatly interrupted by tin* pri.soner. Mr. Hall went to 
the Lieutenant-fiovernor, and told him, it was much better to 
get the guns out, and have them ready, as quick as possible : 
the w hole of the guard imme<liately set about it. I w as then 
ordered I)}' the Lieutenant-Governor to go for the working-men, 
and cannot say w hat occurred until I returned ; but by this time, 
Serjeant Tunstall had gone with two 3-pounder.s to Dead wood. I 
was ordered to take another towards the Telegraph ; and as soon 
as I got a little way from the shed, I found there was no ammu- 
nition for the gun, w hich I reported to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Avho desired me to send back for some, which 1 did ; before the 
man could return with it, the gun was surrounded, and taken ; 
as likeivise the Lieutenant-Governor, and we were all brought 
hack pri.soners to the gun shed. 

Q. From the Judge Advocate. Had the general alarm fired 
when the guard were ordered to fall in } 
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A. Yes — some time. 

The prosecution beinj? closed, tlie prisoner is called ou tor his 
det'evice. 

l>i:i'K.\CE. The prisoner in his defence says: — 

On the 2^d instant, I was in the town, and somehow or other, 
got so much disguised iii li(pior, that 1 cannot recollect what I 
said or did that niglit. When informe<l of my conduct the next 
day, 1 was, as I am now, extremely sorry for what I ha<l done. 
I beg the mercy of the Gourt. I have been in the garrison five 
years and four months, and have never been reported for any mis- 
conduct. For two Years and eight months I have commanded at 
Dea«lwoo<l Shed, and have met with every indulgence from the 
riieutt nant-Governor, and have always been ready to execute his 
orders with alacrity his go<klness to me inakes me more sorry 
that 1 shotdd have been so unfortuimite Us to be intoxicated at 
a time when iiiy services were most wanted. 

Sentence. The Court having considered the evidence, are of 
'opinion that the prisoner, Serjeant Lassells, is guilty of the crime 
with which he is rharged, in breach of the Articles of War ; do 
therefore sentence, that he shall be reduced to the pay and duty of 
a matross, and shall receive five hundred lashes in the usual way. 

(Signed) J. A. AYIUGHT, 

Major and President. 

€. R. G. HODSON. 

Judge Jdvocate. 

Approved. ALEX. BEATSON. 

E. S. BROUGHTON. 
W. W. DOVETON. 
ROBERT LEECH. 
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I Acro5?tichum bifurcatum. Willd. o, p. 111. 

A very delicate, small, beautiful .smooth specie.s, growing in crowded 
tufts to aI)oiil the height of G inches in the moist shath'd fissures of the 
rocks about Diana’s peak, &c. 

< 

I. AciiosTicHUM lanceolatum. R. 

Stipes, ramentaceoiis ; fronds simple, laneeolar, strongly veined, 
iiitire : the fertile longer stiped. Fructifications occupy the whole of the 
inferior surface. 

h' Aescuynomkne Sesban, and gramlijlom. 

K. Agapan ’THUS umbellalus. Willd. 2, i>. 47. 
fO. Agave tuberosa Limi. Yucca supcrba. K. 
ii. ; — liinda Linn, used for fences. 

I. Ac.hosris purpurascen.^. WUld. 1. p. 375. Purple bent grass. 

In ligenous on the liilks'of St. Helena, whtre it grows to be from 2 
to .i feel high, perfectly erect, very naked of leaven, as they are not only 
few in number but short and very slender. The mflorcscence a long slender 
p'lnicJ.e composed of numerous, small, simple or compound appresscd' 
branches, crowded with ' numeious, shenl-pedicelled, smooth /lowers. 
Calyciiie valves unecpial, scarce half the length of the carol, which has its 
two valves nearly equal and rather acute ; but nothing like an awn either 
i'ere or to the calyx. 

Agrostis lenta Linn. Forked bent-grass. 

Aguostis sleUala, see Panicwn daclylou, and compare with Agrostis 
linearis, Retz. Obs. 1. p. 19. Linear-leaved agrostis, or wire-grass. 

I '. Aleurites tri/oba. Willd. 4. 690. Thrcc-lobed Aleurites. 

I'i, Alijuivi cepa, Porum, ascaloniciim, and o\‘ salivumi varieties. Onion. 
Irek, shallot, and garlick. 

iv Aloe perfoliata, two or three varieties in gardens. 

E. spicata and 3 or 4 undetermined species, all exotics. 

1. Alopecurus paniculatus, R. • 

■E. Altu/ex rosea. Willd. ‘d. ns. Holly-hock. 
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E. Amarantiius BlUum. Willd. 1. f{87. A weed in <>:av<Iciis. 

cmidatvs and irUudnr, nillivatcd for ornfunciil. 

E. Amaryllis Bellatloniui, Willd. 2. f>l. Belladonna-lily. 

. — forinosissintn. JJ illd. 2. 62. dacobca-lily. 

lx» Amvgdalus Persirti. Wdld. 2. 982. Poaeli, 2 or varieties, anri 
almond ; Imt the laller does not suci ecd here : whereas the jieache> 
P'ow Inxnriaiitly, and are prodiiclive. 

E. Anagallis arvemis, lliree varieties, blue red and >rhiic. 

E. Andimdvooon S(:hi>enanihus, or leinoh-grass ; enitivaled in gardens. 

E. Annona nniricafa. In iVlajor Hudsoirs garden (nd\. 

]v (Jlii^rininya. In the same garden. 

E. sf/Hamfmi. 

1^. reficidata. 

E. Ang rnacA hracteala. R. Bracted-Aiioelica. 


r Custard apj)le. 

Ill but few^ ijardens, and scarce, t , , , 

’ [B'd!ock ,s heart. 


Leaves pinnate , Horal lernale ; Icallei'^ petiol-claspin^ .subcordatc, 
;i-7-nerved, finely laciniate-serrnle 

Angelica the vernacular iiatne. It grow.s to lie a stout, erect perennial, 
of 8-12 feet in height, with coluinnar, h.slulon.s, .smooth, bright green stem 
and branches. Leax'cs .spar.se, iji some parts ejowded, unequally pinnate, 
those ne,\l the mnbels from (|uinale-palinate to 8-lobed : leajlets of the 
inferior larger leaves from 4 to 12 pair, opposite, closely embracing tlic 
smooth, green columnar jieliole, cordate, nervial, smoolli. linely laciniale-* 
serrate ; each strrature ends in a green bristle ; at the base of each petiole 
a pair of large, simple, or com|»ound, suborlhciilar bractes, and generally a 
.single one between the leatlels, tuul all subulate-serrate, like them. Umbels 
terminal, numerous, compound, subglobular, many rayed. Jiivolncre and 
invalucelis of (>-l0 broad-lanceolate lealiets each. Flowers nunicroiKS, 
small, white but turn pink by age. Petals subequal, oval and olilong 
incurved. Stamina unequal : anthers purple. Styles short, erect. * lieee/i- 
tacles naked. 

E. Antuolyza athiiifiica. Litin. Flag-leaved antholyza. 

E. Anthoxanthum odorutum. Vl^illd. 1. 150. Sweet-.scented vernal- 
grass • 

Q q 
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Iv. Aimum pitroM'linum. WiUd. 1. 147*'). Parsley, and fjraveolem, or 
sniallag’c. 

E. Akoemoni! mexicana, the most coranion weed on the island. 

E. Abtemesia ulmnthiuin, wormwood. 

It! Aiu'm ( 'olocuHia. WiUd. 1 , 481. St. J klcno) Yam ; of tins there are 
several varieties, but th»' white is tlie sort cultivated. 

E. Asci.Ei'iA,sy>?//<ew’</. TVilld. 1. 1271. Shrubby A sclepias. 

Iv curassavica. Willd. 1. 12(50. Bastard Ipecacuanha. 

1. Asmoium riparintn. TVdtd. o. p. 250. 

Stipes villous, (lat above. Fronds oblong, tiipiniiatilied : pinn;e 
linear : segments liiiguifbrm, or tidcalc, and tieeply divided. Sp(tls in one 
crowded row a little removed from the margitJ ; involucres renilorm. 

Found plenty over the soutli side of the mouniains inimedialoly alfovc 
lyajor Seal’s in Sandi/ Bay, where it grows in tufts to be from 2 to 4 1‘eet 
high. V 

■* K 

1. AsriDiuM pulvJirutn. Willd. 5, p. 2551 

Base of the stipes and tuberotis like runners chatly, the rest brown 
and smooth. Fronds ovate-oblong, firm,' subbipinnate : pinna? opposite, 
generally pinnatifiu ; segments oblong, obtuse, suberenate. Spots generally 
one, rarely 2 or 3 to each segment of the j)innfe : involucres reniform. 

A small (6-12 inch) plant of a hard texture, but not glossy, with the 
stipes about as long as the fronds : a native ol' Diana’s Peak. 

1. Asi'iniUM mWMi'U.. W illd. 5 p. 261. 

Stipes and divisions amply clothed with large brown soft scales. 
Fronds oblo)ig, bipinnale- leoilets linguilbrm, ol»tuse, crenale. 

Grows on Diana s l\'ah to be about two feet higli. 

I. Asi’iDiUM Capensc. IViltd. 5. p. 207. 

Stipes green and channelled. I'ronds ovate, smooth, bipinnate : 
piikiue opposite, apices ensiform and sharply serrate ; pinuulm from serrate 
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to pinnatifKl, with obtuse dentate apices. Spots in two rows a little re- 
moved from the nerve ; involiieres reriiform. 

A native of Diana's Peak, where it arrows to be from 20 to :>d inches 
Jiigh : is of a.soITt delicate texture : the sjtols numerous and very lar^v, 

» 

I. AspiDiiiM coriacctini,, Willd. o. p. 2(i8, 

Stipes as lou'g’as the oppositely bipimiate, ovate fronds. liOallets 
liuo'uiforin, creuate-serrate, and pinnatifed. Spol> in •one* line halt' way 
between 'be nerve and margin ; involucres renitorm. 

Is also a native of the south face of Sandy Bay ran^e of mountains, where 
it rises to the lielght of about 2 feet, and generally amongst l)nshcs. It 
dibers from //. capensa in litth; r^Ise than the sha|»c of the apices of the 
pinnae, and the single row of spots, whereas in that species it is double. 

I. AsPLKNurM tenellum. R. 

Stipes polished, (^'ronds linear recur. ■ed,‘apiees rooting, alternately 
pinnate : Icsitlets numerous, obliquely linguiforra, ol)lus(; crenate, anterior 
side of the base enlarged, posterior attenuate. 

, A pretty, small (0-8 incljes) s[>ecies, with tlie habit oS Adlantum caudatum, 
l()und indigenous on the tops cf the high mountains in the centre of the 
Island. 

1. Aspl]:nium /h/ca/wm. Browns Prodrom. j). loO. 

Slijies as long as the lanceolate, alternately-pinnalc, firm, smooth 
fronds, Ji-sided, J^-grooved, [iretty smooth and 1)1 ack. Leatlet:^ short- 
)>etioled, falcate-lanceolate, lobate ; lobes and fine ensiform apice.s serrate. 

A most beautiful species, growing in small tufts on the top of Sandy 
]?ay ridge, to be about 2 fod high. Compare with A. fatcalum. Widd. 6. 
325 : it agrees pretty well with his definition. 

I. Aspleniuji pra’inorsum. Willd. 5. p. 339. 

1. Aspi.enhtm jUamentosum. R. 

\ 

Stipes longer than the thin, ovate, alternatcly-tripinnatiled frond, 
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channelled, base clothed with long, black chaffy scales: pinn® renaote ; 
leadets pinnatifed ; segments short-linguiform, serrulate, obtuse. 

. A stout species of from 2 to fi feet high ; a native of the .south lace of 
Diana's Pmh. 

1. Astku g/ufinostis. R. .(compare with Itirtus. WtUd. 201(J. ) 

Shrubbv, tender parts woolly, licavcs from cuneate to spatulatc, 
n|)ices rounded, and gro.ssly serrate, fleshy, rugose with very prominent 
veins underneath. Peduncles terminal, ultimately axillary subsolitary, 
length of, or longer than the leaves, one-llowired. 

A nativ(M)f the most naked, barren rocks on the soutii side of the Island, 
where it grows to be a middling sized shrnb. The clammy leaves are 
fragrant. Bractes scatlered over the long clainniy peduncles, and of a 
long-clavate shape. I’he jhneers arc large, pure while. Goats are .said to 
be fond of it, and w hile browsing on it, the clammy exudation thereof is 

collected on their beards.. (See history of Maslkh.) 

• 

E. Atriplux trianf/iilaris. Willd. 1. 9(>3. Triangular Alriple.x. 

E. Atroi'a physafoides. Linn, lilue-flowered Atropa. 

E. Ba.mbusa urtmdinacea. Willd. 2. 21.5. Common Bamboo. 

^ « 

E, Bakrinotonia .<i/jeetosa. Willd. “i. 315. Laurel-leaved Barrington ia. 

Beatsonia, R. Penlandriu Moinnjynia. 

Generic Ciiarac i ek. ('alyx 5-toothed. Carol •5-pel.alled, campanu- 
late. Germ suj)erior. 1-cel led, containing many ovula attached tu 
the tw’o opposite sides of llie cell. Slyle l>itid. Stigmas globular. 
Capsule 1-celled, 2-v;)lved. Seeds a few. 

Named in honour of Colonel Alexander Bcatsou, Governor of A/ 
Helena. 

1. BtATsoNiA portulacifolia. R. 

St. Helena Tea the vernacular name on that island, where it arows 
on the naked rocky mountains and hills on the south side, to be a very 
ramous shrub, of a middling size, l^nrnk short, soon d^ividing into numerous 
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branchew, crowded with innumerable, small, delicate, villous, subarticulate, 
brittle ramuli. Bark of the old ligneous parts, dark brown and pretty 
snmoth. Leaves opposite subrotund, lleshy, convex and smooth above, 
hollow underneath: size of a large pin’s head, &c., almost exactly as in 
Pnrlulaca quadrijida, even to the quatern lloral-leaves. Petioles short, 
stem-clasping. Flowers terminal, solitary, sessile in the bosom of the 4 
lloral leaves. CuI^m subcylindric, 5-grooved, 5-toothed, withering. Carol 
5-petalled, cam|)anulate, large Ibr the size of the foliage, ^mre; white, and 
like the calyx, withering. Filaments 5, nearly as long as the petals, and 
with them alternately inserted into the rcct'placle ; at the base broad, and 
seem united tlrete, but are not. Anthers \e\\o\\ . 6Vrm superior, ovate, 
smooth, one-(;ellcd, and contains several ovula attached to the lower half of 
two opposite, parietal recejttacles. Stifle length of the stamina, a|)ex-bind. 
Stiff inlis glol)idar. Capsule ovate, hid in the vvithered calyx and corol, 
1-celled, 2-valved, opening from the a|)ex. Seeds few, attached as in the 
geian. 

E. Bet.v vuhjaris vu\A sicta. Willd. 1. 1303. Red and green Beet and 

Maufjel IVursel belong to the first, and the common white Beet to 

the second. 

f. Bidens a/horea. R. 

Arboreous Ijcaves opposite, short-|)etiol(‘d, oblong-ventrico.se, 
serrate. Panicles terminal, bracliiate, corvmbose. 

• 

While- wood-cabbage tree the vernacular name on St. Helena, u here it 
grows on the south fiice of Diana's Peak to be a pretty large, /rcc, with 
straight upright trunk, and dark-coloured, pretty smooth hark ; the yoanfj 
shoots are rough with much short brown hair. Leaves from oval to oblong, 
very efjnally gland serrate, smooth above, .somewhat villous underneall;. 
Stipules none. Panieles terminal while young in flower, l.ii ge, siibcorym- 
bose, pretty well crowded with opposite, hairy ramification.>- and their sub- 
divisions. Flowers conical. Califx scarce calycled, com|)Oseti of a very 
few leaflets, and most of them embrace a floret like the scales of the recep- 
tacle. Seeds l-sided, strigose, particularly the 4 aiigles, each crowned 
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willi two, very short, scabrous arista’, which are about as long as the tubes 
of the tlorets. 

I. Boeiuiaavia rcpanda. l^^UkL 1. 22. is coruinoii amongst the rocks in 

» 

James's VuUetj, <^c. 

I'k Borago ^(‘ijlanka. Limi. Ceylon Borage. 

Iv Brassica oleraceu. Willd. The common useful species and varieties 
of cabba^ge. 

E. Browallia data. Jiifld. it. 

iv Buxus sempervirens. Willd. 3. 337. Com.mon Box-tree. 

Iv Cacti’s Opvntia. Linn. Common (’actus. ' • 

E. coccineUifera. Linn. Cochineal tig. 

iv. chinnisis. R. Chitia Cactn.s. 

£. Carla eethiopica, Willd. 2. 289. /fXhiopic Cal la. 

E. Camellia two or three var-icties. 

E. Canna yW/tco, three or. four A'aricties. See Willd. 1.3. 

E. Cannaris saliva. WiUd. 4. 703. Common heiii)). 

E, (Calendula Tragus. Lina. 

E. ojfficimdis. Cornniori Msirygold. 

E. Carsicum cerasiforme. Linn. Cherry- pepper. 

E. grossum. Lina. Bell-pepper. 

E. frute,sc(‘ns. Linn, Shrubby [)ep[)er. 

1,, Carex pednacidala. Willd. 4. 222. 

Spikes androgynous, pedicclled, erect, cylindiic, alternate on a 
terminal rachis •. male (lowers (wdien present) under the lemale: scalt^s 
striated, a|)ices serrale-deulide : enrol striated. Style trititi, seed triangu- 
larly obovaU', 

A native of the sonli) i' li e of Liana's Peak, under the shade of trees, 
where kepi moist by the fogs \vhicli rest on the Peak. It gro\vs in small 
tubs to al)OUt the height of three feid when in flower. Radical leaves 
numerous, very long striated, keeled, hard and smooth : cauline similar 
but smaller : culms 3-sided, smooth, leafy. 

E. Cassia microphylla. W^iUd. 2. 529. 
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E. Cassia aurea. R. 

E. aluta. Willd. 2. 523. 

E. esculenta. il. 

E. — - — Sophera. JVtJld. 2. 525. 

B. Castanea vesca. iVillil, 4. 4(>(). Chcsnut. 

E. Ceesia ArcluruN. ‘Willd. 3. 280. 

E. CvENTAi'iiKA Moechata. Willd. 3. 2278. Sweet Sultan. 

1. Cheieantues tenuifoUa. Brown's Prodronms, 103. 

P’oimd on Diana's Pm/i, vvlicre it grows in large rna.sses to he f’roni 
0 to IS inches Iwgh, willi long, slender, crooked,' dark -coloured (hrownisli 
hlack,) stipe and divisions. Compare with Adianluin assimile ol’the same 
^vork. 

E. CiiEiKANTuus Cheiri. Willd. 3. 510. Widl-llower. 

E. • • '■■■ ' ineaxus, Willd. ‘ii. ■j’ZO. (JillY-llovvcr. or Slocks, several 

varieties. 

E. ■ ■■■ — odoralissinms, Willd. 3. 52 i. Persian Slock. 

E. Chenopodii'm ambrosioides. I jinn. iVIexican Cdieno|)odiHm. 

album and viride. Jjinn. White and green Chenopodiiim. 

E, CiCJioinc.n Jnti/bns. H diU. 3. 1028. NVild Snceory and Endica, 
Garden S'ncc(try, or laidive. 

E. Q\c\iv. urielinnin. (1 7%/. 3. 1 1 13. Chick-pca. 

E. CiTiu's. Wdld.ii. 1130, including the lemon, citron, and orange, 
varieties. 

E. Clekodendktjm inerine. Gart. Volkameria. Willd. 3. 383. 

E. Ci.iTORiA ternatea. Linn. 

E. Vaaww jynlcladla. WiUd. 4.381. A Cape llowering shrub. 

E. Cocos nucifera. Wdld. A. 400. Coco-nut palm : very lew of them, and 
they do not thrive. 

E. CoFi'EA arabica. In Mr. Alexander’s garden in Sandy Bay, are some 
of the linestcoH'ee trees I ever saw, and at the same lime (Fcliruary ) 
in every stage from the blotjsom to the ripe berry. 

E. CoNciuuM yibbosum of Dr. E. Sluith, is llakea gibbosa of Brown. 



1. CoNYZ/v ffvmmifera. R. 

Avlwrcoiis. Ixavcs sparse, approximate, sxibsessile but not deour- 
rent, from lanceolar lo ciineatc-oblotig-, subserrate, soft, rugose and more 
or less woolly uiidernealli. Peduncles axillary, solitary, drooping, (^ne- 
flowered : (lowers globular! 

Guiii-wood-lree of the islanders : it groAvs on tin! inoro elevated land 
over the interior pftrts, to l)e a tree of considerable size, with short crooked 
Irnnk and still more crooked spreading branchex and ditrieholomous 
bmiiclilets. Barb of the trunk and large branches a deeper or lighlei 
lirown, and smooth except for the numerous scars of the fallen leaves. 
Leaves crowded about the ends of the branchlets, often l)road-Iaiieeohu 
]>arli(:ularly in. old trees ; while young, gummy and more hoary; length. 

2-d iiichet' , liy l of an inch to one and a half broad. 

« 

1. CoNYZA robusla. R. , 

Leaves subsessile (not dccurrent,) lanceolar, crenate-deulate, rugose. 
Peduncles axillary, .s(»litary, length of the leaves, one-llowered. 

Bastard-gum tree the vernacular name on St, Helena, wliere it grows to 
be a tree Acry similar to the last, and ]M)ssessed of nearly the sameijiialilies. 
The dwarfish, very crooked antiejue habit of those trees, makes them very 
conspicuous, I'he hark on the old ]>art..s is very tliick and deeply cracked ; 
the branchlets generally dichotomous, and marked Avith the sears of llie 
fallen leaves. 'Phe leaves Avhile young hoary with soft pubescence ; the 
fiotcers fcAv bul large and aa hile. 

CoNVZA rnf/osa. Aitnn's Ketc. ‘i. 18-1. See So/idatjo cuneifalia. 

I. CoNvoiA ui.DS brasiitrusis. WiUd. 1. 877. and another undetermined 
indigenous species. 

E. ^mrjmrens. Willd. Convolvulus major. 

E. Batatas. Willd. 1 . 853. Stceel Potatoe, tlie red and white 

varieties. „ 

E. CooKiA punctata. lVdld,2.obS. Wamjiee of the Chinese. 
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E. CoRDiA macrophylla. R. A large tree from Bengal. 

E, - — ■' . campanulata. R. A small tree from the Moluccas and South 
Sea Islands. 

CoTVLA.coronopifolia. Willd. 3. 2167. . Pagoda plant of the islanders. 
E» Cra-ssula cultrata. Willd. 1. 1552. Sharp-leaved Crassula. 

E. — obliqtta. WiVd. 1. 1553. Oblique-leaved. 

E. Crinum toxicarium. R. and two or three other species which were not 
.seen in blossom l)y Dr. Roxburgh. 

E. CROTAt.AftiA retusa. Linn. Retu.se -leaved Crotolaria. 

[i]. lalmrnifolia. Linn Laburnum-leaved. 

* i'ncanescens. Linn. Hoary. 

E. Croton sehiferum. Linn. Tallow-tree of China. 

E. Cvcimmi'Alagcnaria.Willd.A.dMS. Bottle-gourd. 

E. CuNONiA Willd. 2. 634. 

E. CuRTisiA fayinea. Willd. 1. 687. Hassagay-tree, 

E. CuPRESsus sempervirens. Two varieties of the Cypress-tree. 

E. lusitanica. Lainh. Pin. t. 42. Ooa Cypress-tree. 

E. Cycas revoluta. lAn . Revolute-leaved Cycas. 

E. Scolynms. Willd. 3. 1691. Artichoke. 

E. Cyperus rotundas. A veiy^ common weed in gardens. 

E. teimiflonis. 

Pi, Pef)o and cilndlus Linn Pumpkin and Water-melon. 

E. CucuMis sativus. Linn Garden-cucumber. 

E. CosTus speciosus. Willd. 1. 10. 

E. Dalberoia Sissoo. R. T From Bengal ; where they grow to large 
E. frondosa.B..] timber trees. 

E. Daphne odora. Hort. Kew. Sweet-scented Daphne, froni China, 

E. Datura fastuosa. Willd. 1. 1003, 

E. Metel. Willd. 1009. 

E, Tatula. Willd. 1. 1008, 

E. Daucus Carota. Linn. Common Carrot. 

E. DRACiENA cemua. Willd. 2. 157. 

E; Dianthus barbatus. Linn. Swee’t William. 
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E, Diantiius chinemis. Linn. China Pink. 

- CaryophyUus. Linn. Clove, 

l.« Dicksonja arfcorescenA’. IVilld.b. 4SB. 

Stipes, raeliis and subdivisions compressed, and somewhat woolly , 
but not scabrous. Fronds ovate-oblong, hard, glossj above, sub-oppositely 
Iripinnate ; ultimate segments from oval to oblong, and crenate-serratc. 
Spots on the margin, until they open Iransversely-ovaf, after round. 

Grows on the tops of the highest mountains ; such as Diana s Peak. 
Trunk .single, straight ; general height when full grown, 20, or more feet, 
and of various tliickncss. up to that of a man’s body covered with the 
bases of the decayed stipes, mosses and parasites of various kinds ; at the 
aj)ex clothed with long, soft, tawny-brown wool, like that of which the 
linest shawls aie made ; when this woolly substance is removed, the parts 
over which it extended are found to be scabrous. Fronds (including the 
stipes) from 4 to 10 feet long. 

E. Dioscorea alata. Linn. Winged Yam.) Here they do not thrive to be 

E aculmta. R. Thorny Yam. J of the smallest use. See Arum. 

E. Diosi'yrus Kanki. Linn. Japan Diospyros, fruit large and edible. 

1 Dombeva Erythroxylon. WUld. 3. 725. Pentapetes Erythroxylon. 
Hart. Kew. ls< edit. 2. 438. Melhania, second edition, 4. 146. of 
the same work. 

• Arl>oreous, Leaves ovate-cordate, crenulate, acuminate, smooth 
above, reticulate underneath, while young hoary, obscurely 3-5-nerved. 
Peduncles axillary, solitary, 2-3-llowered : flowers pentandrous. 

Red-w'ood-trec the vernacular name on St. Helena, where it is indigen- 
ous on moderately high hills, where, if the soil is suitable, it grows rapidly 
with a straight trimk to be a middling sized tree of great beauty. Bark 
dark bro\vn, even and pretty smooth. 

Branches numert)us, spreading, tender twigs hoary. Stipules subulate. 
Peduncles about as long as the petioles. Flowers larger than in the fol- 
lowing (Z>. Melanoxyloti) colour the same and also changeable. Nectarial 
filaments flesh-coloured. Style twice the length of the , stamina. Capsules 
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oblong, pointed, very hairy, and somewhat shorter than the permanent 
calyx; cells 3-5-seeded. This tree iurnishes the islanders with an hard, 
close-grained mahogany-coloured, durable wood. 

t 

I., Dombeya melanuxylon. R. Melhania melanoxylon. Ilort. Ketc. 'Id- 
edit. 4. 146. 

Leaves ovate-cordate, long-petioled subentire, firm., smooth al)ove, 
ferruginously hoary underneath, ob.scurely 3-ncrved. ’Peduncles axillary 
solitary, 1 -2-flo\vered : flowers pentandrous. Capsules ovJite, obtuse, 
greatly shorter than the permanent calyx ; cells 2-3-seeded. 

Ebony the vernacular name. 

Is a native of the barren rocks near the sea, and not far from Sandy Bay, 
on the .south .side of the island, I .saw it in two gardens only, where it had 
in many years grown to the height of only 2-3 feet, with many longer 
branches spreading flat on the ground, well decorated with abundance of 
foliage and large beautiful flowers. Bark of the old ligneous parts rather 
rough and of a dark olive-black colour; of the young .shoots hoary with 
stellate pubescenct;, each starlet thereof has a ferruginous centre. Petioles, 
‘under side of the leaves, peduncles, bractes and calyx have the same 
covering. The leaves are greatly smaller than in I). Erythroxylon, but 
more entire. subulate. length of the leaves, l-2”floworcd. 

Mowers large, campanulate ; when they first expand white, becoming pink, 
or ro.sy by age. . Bractes tern, ovale, lanceolate, pressing the base of the 
calyx. Stamina o, shorter than the 5 dark purple clavate, nectarial 
filaments. 

In some parts on the .south side of the Island near the sea, numbers of 
the dry trunks w’ere found in former days : now few remain ; the greater part 
having been carried away for fuel : tho.se little trunks are but a few feet 
in length, generally very crooked, and run from 1 to 3 or 4 feet ‘in cir- 
cumference near the root ; those parts of the roots and hranches which 
remain spread nearly horizontal ; the exterior surface i.s pretty even, and 
of a dark lead colour, having been exposed to the weather, for, proba bly, 
some hundred years within it is nearly as black as common ebony, and as 
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close grained, hard and heavy ; in short it is so very like ebony as to have 
procured it that name from the islanders. 

' Thefe vv Irees now found alive in their native soil and situation are from 
10 to 15 feet higli, their trunks crooked and about as thick as a' man’s lijigh ; 
the branches V(‘ry mirneroiis, spreading, &c. Ac., and at this season wlicn 
the young foliage is e.K [landing, the llower buds are also to be seen, and in 
this state generally 2 on each peduncle; whereas in' the cultivated plants 
rarely more than o'nc. 

E. Elkitsine corocana. R. Cynosunts Corocanvs. Linn. 

E. indica. dart. Cynosuru.®. Linn. 

E. calycina. R. 

E. Erodium R. Pelaryimium Culyledonis. lf ifid.S.(i74. 

Shrubby, succulent and c.vtremely tortuous. Umbels long-peduncled 
decompound. Leaves subcordate, do\\ny, rugose, some lobate-crenatc, 
some peltate. 

A native of the barren rocky precipices’on the south side of the island, 
and known by the name Old father live for ever. It grows to be a large 
spreading shrub, with innumerable, thick, succulent, extremely crooked 
branches, the apices obtuse, and thence both leaves and umbels spring.' 
Bark thick and lleshy, the surface dark brown, and peels off in small frag- 
ments. /icat’cs long petioled and soft vvith down. Afipttfes .small, trian- 
gular and acute. Peduncles terminal, generally .single, very long, erect, 
coloured, and villous ; the mnbellets numerous, and all tire divisions long, 
coloured, and villous. Involvcre scarce any ; involucells of a few small 
acute scales. Flowers numerous, pure, white, calyx, 5-toothed ; the rest 
as in the genus. Every part is to me void of smell. 

E, Erytiirina caJJ’ra Wdld. 3. 914. Cape-coral-tree. 

E. Euphorbia rosea. fVilld. 2.^95. French-grass of the islanders. 

E. — t Peplus. Willd. 2. 903. Small-spurge. 

E. Eugenia Jambos. Willd. 2. 959. Rose-apple. 

E. Ficus Carica. The common Fig : grows freely here, and produces 
good crops of excellent fruit ; but like every thing else in rural 
economy too much neglected. 
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E. Ficus indica, or the famous Banyan-tree of India. 

E. relii/iosa. Wdld. 4. 1lJi4. 

E. lerehrala. Wdld. 4. ] 145. Is the most common tree in James’s 

« Vallfey, where it grows freely, and furnishes excellent fuel ; the wood 
of this species being much lirmer than any other species of this 
genus known to me. 

I. FiMBUisTYi.is tixtdis. R. 

Culms naked, columnar until .above the middle, then somewhat 
com|tressed. I^eaves none. Spikelets numerous in a hard sessile head, 
1-2 inches below the subulate grooved apex ; ’flowers 1-3 androgynous : 
scales boat-shaped, rather obtuse : style 3-lid. 

8t. IJelena thatching rusli ; is a native of the interior of the island, and in 
plenty for every [lurpose : in moist elevated situations, it gryw's to the 
height of 3-B feet, perfectly destitute of leaves and quite straight ; about as 
thick as a crow-quill, pf a firm texture, and' smooth glossy deep green 
colour. A good substantial covering of this rash is said to last from 10 to 
15 years, and kee|)s out wet efleclually. 

E. Fragarxa vesca. Wdld. 2. 1090. Strawberries, a few varieties, but 
little or HO care is taken of them, con'scqiiently they do not thrive. 
E. Fraxinus chirumsis. R. China Ash, a small slow grow ing tree. 

E. Fumaria ca/)reo/ato. Wdld. S. 808. Running Fumitory. 

E. Fuchsia iMCcinea. Wdkl. 2. 340. Scarlet Fuchsia grows most luxuri- 
antly in Sandy Hay. 

E. Gardenia jlonda. Wdld. 1. 1225. Cape Jasmine. 

E. — Tliunheryia. Wdld. 1. 1220. 

E. radicans. Wdkl. 1. 1225. 

E. Gleditsciiia horrida. Wdld. 4. 1097. This tree is one of the most 
stately and most lieautiful on the island, but unfortunately there is 
but a single individual to be seen ; it grow's in the garden at t!ic 
Governor s country-house, where it has attained to the height of 50 
feet or more ; with trunk and coma proportionally largo. It has 
not produced seed, nor have they hitherto boon able to multiply this 
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charming tree. The large ramous spines are confined to the trunk, 
and larger branches. 

E. Gmelina asiatica, Willd. 3. 813. .A large thorny shrub, with large 
drooping yellow flowcr.s. 

E. Gnai’Hamu.m americanum. Willd. 3. 1887. Everlasting. 

E. Gomphrena globosa. Willd. 1. 1321. Annual Globe-amaranth. 

E. GossYPiDiv^ Idtifolium. Willd. 3. 806. Grows freely, and yields a large 
produce of tine Cotton. 

E. barhademe. Willd. 3. 806. Barbadoes Cotton. 

I. Grammitis maniinella. Willd. 6. p. 130. . . 

Ji. IIii5i,scus Poptdneus. Willd. 3. 209. An useful timber tree of consi- 
derable size. 

< 

— popiilneoides. R. A tree similar to the last, but larger. 

E. rimtahiliH. Willd. 3. 817. Changeable-flowered. 

E. syriacns. Willd. Syrian Hi.biscus 

E. snbdariffa. Willd. 3. 821, or Wesl-India sorrel. 

E. caunabtnm. Willd. 3. 822. Hemp Hibiscus. 

E. Abeltuosclms. Willd. 3. 826. Mu.sk Hibiscu.s. 

E, Trioniim. Willd. 3. 832. Bladder Hibiscus, 

E. diver sift dins. Willd. 3. 820. A tall tree of short duration. 

E. urens. Willd. 3. 817. 

E Rosa sinensis. Willd. 3. 812. China-Rose or Shoe flower. 

E, phceniceiis. Willd. 3 813. 

E. armntm, or Hock-rose of the islanders. 

E. 1Ia5mantiiijs. Vrom\\\c Cape of Good Hope ; species uncertain. 

1. 11edyoti.s orAorm. R. 7>0(5r-M;oo<i! of the islanders. 

Arboreous, Leavc.s opposite, short-petioled' oblong, acuminate 
entire, glpssy, recurved : stipulary shea’h cylindric, with one, or three 
Hne(iual denliculi on each side. Corymbs terminal, brachiale, subglobnlar. 
Capsules globular. 

A small tree, a native of the dark forests which decorate the misty alpine 
tops of the most lofty mountains in St. Helena. ^ 
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E. Hemantiiiis annuus. Wilid. 3. 2237. Annual Sun-flower. 

E. Heliotropium indicum. Wilid. 1. 740. A weed in gardens. 

E. Hemerocaelis fulva. Wilid. 2. 197. Day Lily. 

E. Hokdhum hexastichon. Wilid. 1. 472. Spring Barley. 

E, distichon. Wilkl. 1.473. Common Barley. 

E. Hvderocotyle asiatiea. Wilid. 1. 1362. Penny- wort. 

E. Hydrangea horfensis. Wilid. 2> 633. China Guelder-rose. 

E. Hymenophyli.tjm capillaceum. R. 

Parasitic ; surculi arid stipes capillary, the former creeping. Fronds 
lanceolate bi|)inriutificl ; segments linear, margins entire. Involucres 
terminal, solitary, more rarely paired, subrotund. 

A most beautiful, exquisitely delicate, small creeping parasite, found 
mixed with moss on the trunks of trees over Diana's Peak. < 

» 

E. Hypericum monogymim. Wilid. 3. 1442. Chinese St. John’s Wort. 

E. Jasminum officinale* and odoratissimum. Wilid. 1. 40. Common and 
yellow Jessamine. 

E. B<d,minina. Wilid. 1. 1175. Garden Balsam. 

.E. Indigoekra tincloria. Wdld.S. 1237. .Common Indigo-plant. 

E. li'OMOKA qunnwclit. Wilid. *1. 879. and grandijlura. R. 

E. JusTiciA 5<?<«utcrt. Wilid. \. OCt. Betony-leaved Justicia. 

E. IxiA. Several species from the Cape, which thrive well in elevated 
gardens. 

Kyllinga mmocephala. Wilid. 1. 256. 

sntnatrensis. Wilid. 1. 258. 

E. Lactuca saliva. Wilid. 3. 1523. Lettuce, some few varieties. 

E. \jkm\m purpurenm. Wilid. Red Dead-nettle. 

E. Laurus Persea. Wilid. 2. 480. Avocado Pear. Saw only one tree 
on the whole island, and no care taken of it : indeed no person knew 
what it was. It blossoms freely every year, but has not produced 
fruit. 

E. Leontodon Taraxacum. Wilkl. 3. 1544. Dandelion. 
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E. hmoTtowm alocfolinm. Cymbidium. Willd.A. \0\. 

1. Lobelia scavolifoHa. R. 

Shrubby, creel, branchlcts succulent and polished. Leaves sparse, 
cuneate-lanceolate, smooth, serrate. Peduncles axillary, solitary, shorter 
than the leaves, one-flowered. Capsules clavate-turbinate. 

A native ol the thick, well -shaded forests which clothe the south face of 
the Sandy Baij, range of mountains ; where it grows to be a pretty large 
shrub, the flowers rather large and pure white. 

E. Lonicera Periclymenum and Caprifoliml. Two species of Honey- 
suckle. 

E. Lupinus. Lupins two or three species in gardens on the hills. 

I. Lycopodium cernmim. Wilkl. 5. 30. (Compare with P. Saururm. 
Wm.'b.bO.) 

Grows in great abundance on tlie mountains, where it is called 
Bucks-horn. General hefght from 1 to 3 feet, and uncommonly ramous. 

I. Lycopodium axillare. R. 

Stems erect, simple, imbricated on all sides with numerous, glossy, 
entire, acute, subappressed; ensiform leaves. Capsules axillary, solitary, 
sessile. 

Found indigenous among grass on rather dry, rocky situations over the 
higher parts of the south face of Dianas Peak. 

E. MxQmnAK pumila, ohovata, and /uscato. All from China, and grow 
luxuriantlv here. 

E. Malva mauriliana. Linn. Ivy-leaved Mallow. 

E. Mangifeka indica. Imn. Common Mango, thrives well at the Briars 
only. 

E. MeLia sempervirens. Willd. Grows abundantly to the size of a small 
tree over most parts of the island, and highly ornamental, being in 
flower and seed the whole year. 

E. superha. R. A large timber tree from India. 
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E. Melia robusta. R. Is also a large limber tree from India. 

E. - Azedarach. Willd. 2. 558. A good and beaulifid timber tree ; a 
native of China, &c. 

E. Mfxissa officinalis. Willd. 3. 146. Balm. 

K. , IUbntha viridis. Linn., and two or three undetermined species of 
Mint. 

E. MESEMBRYANTHEivtiiM. Fig Mary-gold. Several species Dr. R. saw 
in gardens ; they were from the Cape of Good lijipe Originally. 

E. MESPiLUSjf’apowfca. Willd. 2. 1010. • Louquai of the Chinese This 
most elegant lisefid tree is perfectly at home here, and in time, with 
a little care, will be highly beneficial to Si. Helena. 

E. Micuelia Champaca. Willd. 2. 1260. In one garden only. 

1. Mikania arhorea. R. 

Arboreous, with straight trunk. Leaves alternate, pctioled,*oblong, 
smooth, gland-den late-serrate. Panicles terminal, drooping. Calyx simple, 
eylindric, 5-toothed, 5-flo'yered. 

Shc-cabbage tree the vernacular name. In the forests which decorate 
the .south face of Sandy-haif ridge, it grows plentifnily to be a tall slender 
.Straight tree, particidarly while young ; for by age it becomes bent to one 
side, and well furnished with crooked brittle branches. 'Phe wood is white, 
and the pith, which is used for tinder, in very large quantity. VinDig .shuols 
smooth and of a bright purple colour ; while the trees arc young, )-ay under 
6-8 feet, simple, with the leafy top re.setnblingan highly-coloured colewort, 
hence the vernacular name ; when in this stage the leaves are generally 
from 1 to 2 1‘eet long, by 4-8 inches broad ; in old stunted trees 2-’* inches 
long, by 1-2 broad Panicles rather tliin, subdichotornous, cohmred like 
the petioles, &c. corymbiform. Bractes single, smooth and small under 
each division, besides others on the pcdicells, and round the base of the 
simple, eylindric, smooth, 5-toolhed calyx, which, when the seeds a?e ripe 
splits into 5, linear, recurved leaflets. 

E. Mimosa arahica. R. Acacia. Willd. 4. 1085. 

E, Serissa. R. or Mauritius black-wood. 

Ss 
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E. Mimosa cinerea. Linn. Acacia cinerea. Willd. 4. 1057. 

E. glancescens. R. Acacia glaucescem. Willd. 4. 1052. 

JC. juniperina. Acacia juniperiua. Willd. 4. 1049. 

E. linifolia. Linn. Acacia linifolia. Willd. 4, 1051. 

E. glatica. Linn. Acacia glauca. Willd. A. 1075. 

E. farncsiaua. Linn. Acacia farneisiana. Willd. 4. 1083. 

Ji). scandeii.s. Linn, ylcacia scandeus WilUl. 4. 1057. On the 

\viri(l\Var(l side of the island, the. seeds are cast on shore and vegetate. 

Besides the above there are some other exotic .species, which the 
author had not an opjiortunity to determine. 

E. Mimusoi's Willd. 2. '^25. Bocnl of ihe Hindoos. 

E. Mirabills Willd. 1.999. Common Marvel of Peru. 

E. Momordica Charanfia. Willd. 4.&)\. The fruit, before maturity, much 
used in the diet of the Hindetos. 

E. Moraja chinensis. Willd. 1. 245. 

E. Morus nigra. Wdld. 4. 369. Common Midberry-trce. 

E. atropurpurca. R. A quick growing tree from China. 

E. Mdrraya W57/d. 2. 548. China-box tree. 

1*1. IMusa sapientum. Willd. 1. 894. Banana. 

E. ~ — paradmaca. Willd. 4. 893. Common Plantain tree. 

E. Mykistica moschata. Willd. 4. Sftl. Banda nutmeg, one sickly plant 
in Major Hudson’s garden in James's Valley. 

E. My'rtus AmcHto. 2. 973. Introduced by Dr. Roxburgh in 1805. 

It tlirives well in the garden near the south side of the island, where 
it is cool, and often moistened with misty clouds. 

communis. Wdld. 2. 967. Grows most luxuriantly to the 

size of a small very ramous tree. Besides the common myrtle, there 
are two other vai ieties thereof. 

E. Narcissus Tazetta, Pseud o- N arcissus and Jonquilla. In gardens. 

E. Nurium tiiictoriurn. R. and odorum. Willd. 1. 1235, 

E. Nicotiana Tabacum. Willd. 1, 1014. Common Virginian and Ha- 
vanna Tobacco. 

E. Olea europea. Willd. 1.44. Common Olive. Grows luxuriantly to 
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be a tree of considerable size, and might be advantageously rcai i'd 
for fuel, independent of the fruit. 

1. Opuioglossum hmtaiticum. TVilld. 5. 59. 

E. Orioanv.m majoranoides. WilUl. 8. 137. A stout shrubl>y species oi 
• Marjoram. 

E. Oryza saliva. WilM. 2,241. This highly useful grain, A*tec, does nol 
thrive on any.j)artof the island : at lesist such is the report; and 
Dr. R. saw nothing to make him think otlicrwise. 

E. OsTKosPERMUM pmfprutn. Willd. • 

Panicum ciliare. WiUd. 1. 344. 

agypliacnm. Willd. 1. 343. 

Dactylan. Willd. \. iM2. Wire-grass the vernacular name, 

and supposed to be a native of the island. Agroslis slellafa, and 
litiearis of Willdcnow, I am inclined to consider this very, identical 
species, conseijnently the East Indian Dup-grass, or Dupa, 

E. ilalmim. Wi'ld. 1. 330. Is much cultivated in many parts 

of Asia, but does not thrive on St. Helena. 

E. molle. Willd. 1. 340, or Scotch grass. 

R. verlieiUatum. Willd. Rough Panic-grass. 

Resides the above 0, there are two or three more, which Dr. Rox- 
burgh had not air opportunity to ascertain. 

E. Paukinsonia aculeuta. Willd. 2. 513. A most beautiful small quick 
growing,lree. 

E. Passiflora ecerulea. Willd. 3. (>23. Common Passion-dower. 

E. Pastinaca saliva. Willd. 1. 1466. Parsnip. 

E. Pei.argonium belnlimtiii. Willd. 

E. capitahun. Willd. 

R angtUosurn. Willd. 

E. cucutlaltn.i , Willd. 

R_ inquinans. Willd. 

E. denticulaluni. Willd 

E. — — — gr^veolens. Willd. 

E. hybridum. Willd. j 


Geraniums. All introduced 
>• from the Cape &f Good 
Hope. 
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E. Pentapetes, Linn; Pterospermum suherifolium. Wilkl. 3. 723. Saw 
only one tree on the island, it was reared in the Company’s nursery 
from seed sent from Bengal by Dr. Roxburgh. 

E. Phaseolus mJgaris. Willd. 3. 1030. Several varieties , of Kidney- 

t 

bean. 

E. lunatm. Willd. 3. 1031. Lima-bean 

E. PintxYREA media. Willd. 1. 42. Common Phillyrea. 

E. PiiLOMis n\‘petifolia. Willd. 3. 1230. 

I. PiiYLiCA elliptica. R. 

Shrubby. Leaves opposite, short-petioled, elliptic, rarely sulwvate, 
thick and hard, hoary and concave underneath. Stipules 4-tern, ovate, 
concave. Flowers in pcduncled, axillary, hoary heads. Capsules tur- 
binate. 0 

A native of the most elevated parts of Diana’s Peak, and of the Sandy 
Bay range, where it grows to be a pretty large, but low spreading tree, 
there called the wild Olive ; (lowering in July aiuMhe seed ripen in March. 
The wood is dark-coloured, hard, and very useful. 

1. Phymca rosmarinifolia. R. 

Arboreous, very ramous. Leaves altecnate, sliort peliolcd, lanccolar, 
acute, lucid above, hoary underneath, margins revolute. Stipules subulate. 
Flowers axillary, subsessilc. 

Wild Rosemary it is called by the islanders ; and is found indigenous on 
moderately high mountains, where it grows to be a middling-sized useful 
timber tree of great beauty and fragrance. The bark tolerably smooth ; 
the trunk short, thick, and crooked. The leaves bear an exact resemblance 
to those oi’ Rosemary : liuiid above and white underneath. Flowers minute, 
pale greenish white. Capsules size of a pea, oval, until dry-ripe baccifbrm, 
after they split into 3. 

E. PiiffiNix dactylifera. Willd. 4. 730. A few trees only were seen, 
thougli they thrive well, and progiise much benefit to the island if 
carefully managed. 
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E. Phyllanthus andrachnoides. Willd. 4. 575. 

I. Physalis hegonifolia. R. 

» 

Shrubby and very ramous. Leaves in pairs, petioled, unequally 
ovate-cordate, entire, and soft. Peduncles axillary, solitary, droopiiiij one- 
flowered. Calyx canspi^nulate, larger than thb white corol, its border 
divided into 5, broad, short unequal rounded segments. 

A native of the rocky hills on the east and south sides of the island, and 
known by the name Box-tcood. The Ir^ink grows single to 2-4 feet in 
height and about as thick as. a man’s arm ; its hark tolerably smooth and 
brownish. Branches numerous and divide into innumerable alternate 
villous branch/els. 

E. PiiYsALis /jcrnrirtna. Willd. I. 1022. Brazil-cherry, is .very common 
every where, because the goats do not eat it, and furnishes the inha- 
bitants with ample supplies* of large, palatable berries, without the 
least (‘are. 

E, PiNus longifolia. Lamb. pin. tab. 21. Of this magnifleent pine there is 
but one or two young trees in the Governor’s garden. 

Binasler. Wifbl. 4. 406. Grows well and to a great size on the 

south side of the island, also in the Governor’s garden and planta- 
tions. 

E, Pinea. Wil'd. 4. 497. Stone pine. 

E. sy'vestris Willd. 4. 494. Scotch fir. 

PisuM sativum. WiUd. 3. 1070. Garden pea, a few varieties. 

E. Prri ospoRUM Tobira. Bat. Mag. 1396. 

I. Plantago robusta. R. 

Shrubby. Leaves crowded round the apices of the robust ligneous 
branches, linear, intire, withering. Spikes few, axillary, cylindric, long- 
peduncled. » 

A native of the tops of the moderately high hills over the island, where 
it grows to be a stout shrub, with but few very thick, simple, somewJiat 
wooiiy branches ; bark strongly marked with the innumerable scans of the 
fallen leaves. 
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Plant AGO major. Willd. 
Voxjapomca. Willd. 1.394. 

pratensis. Wdld. 1.388. 

laxa. WilM. 1 . 386. 


Three grasses of rather an inferior 

O 

quality. 


E. PoiNciANA pulrherriina. Willd. Prickly flower-fence. 

E. Poi.YANTiiiiS tubcrosa. Willd. 2. 164. I'liberose. 

I. Poi-YPoniijM Willd. 5. ] 47. 

€ 

Surculi creeping, slender and very scaly, rooting on trec.s, rocks, &c. 
stipes short, slender, polished dark brown, and somewhat winged, while 
young scaly. Fronds (4-6 inches,) narrow-lanceolar, tapering most at the 
base, entire, rather obtu.sc, smooth, thick, linn, veinless, surfaces, parti- 
cularly the under dotted with small ferruginous s|)ecks. Spots in one row 
on the exterior half, large, round and distinct, l)Ut intermi.vcd with many 
peltate scales, which while young unite and form a complete polyphyllons 
involucre. 

Is a pretty, delicate species, growing over tjie south face of Dianas 
Peak. It may be referred to Pleopeltis of Humboldt and Bonpland. 


1. Poi.Yi'ODiUAi mode. K. 


vStipes deeply cliannelled, and with the rachis clothed with soft hair 
and large brown ramenti. Fronds ovate, 'soft and haii’y underneath, sub- 
oppositely-bipinnate ; leaflets decjdy enmate. Fructilication.s minierous, 

, small, generally in two ill defined rows equally distant from the nerve and 
margin. 

A native of Diana's Peak, grows in tufts in moist thickets to be 2-4 feet 
high. 

J. PoLYPODiUM ruf/ulosum. Willd. o. 206. 

Stipes hairy. Fronds oblbng alternately bitripinnate, texture thin 
and soft , pinnae lanceolate, obtuse ; leaflets dentate. Spots submarginal. 

I 

Found on Diana’s Peak, growing to the height of 2-3 feet, but slender, 
and every way delicate. 

1. Poi.YPomiTM dicksonifolium. R. 

Stipes brown, channelled and scabrous. Fronds lanceolate subtri- 
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pinnate : pinnulae subopposite, linear-oblong, obtuse, deeply obtuse>crenate. 
Spots large, one or two on each of the ultimate segments of the frond, the 
margins of which turn down and in part covers them. 

A pretty delicately divided plant, growing on Dianas Peak to the height* 
of lli inches. 

1. Poi.YPODiuM viscidun’i. R. 

Snreuli (lexuoSe brown and shaggy, stipes, &c, channelled and 
clothed with clammy headed diverging soft hairs on a brbwn ground 
Fronds ovate, suboppositely tripinnatc *and superdecompound : Icatlets 
linear-ot)long, obtusely crenate or pinnatifed. Spots distinct few or n»i- 
merous, under the nicurved erenatures of the segments of the leaflets. 

Common about stone-dikes, <%c. Ac. Sandy Bay, where it grows to the 
height of .from H inclu's to 2 f*r JJ feet, and fructilies all the year. 

Iv PopuiA's a//>a. 1. 802. .White Poplar, or Abele-tree 5 thrives 

well. 

E. PoRTULACA oleracea. WdUl. 2. 8o9. (^Joiurnon Purslane. 

E. Pkotka ('i/v/cn/ew. VVUld. \. ‘^29. Silver-tree. 

£) inelltfera. i Vtlld. I. 522. Honey- bearing Protea. 

E. Pkc.mis Jrineuiaca. Wdld.2.9H9. Afrricot. This tree does not suc- 
ceed here. 

E. PsiniuM pumiferum Wdld. 2. 958. Common Guava. 

I. PsoRAi-KA ptiiiiata. IVidd. 3. 1342. Goble-yheer the vernacular name. 

I. pTiiRis seniiserrata. R. * 

Stipes length of the ovate, oppositely bipinnatifid flimsy fronds, 
polished, smooth, green and channelled. Pintue lanceolate : segments 
divided nearly to the base, linear-lanceolate, barren apices serrate. 

A native f)f Sandy Bay, where it grows to be 2-5 feet high. 

1 PxERts pa^eacea. R. 

Stipes and surculi densely clothed with long brown scariose scales. 
Fronds suborbicular, bi-tri|»innately petlate , leaflets falcalc-linguiform 
obtuse. Rachis of the pinna; spinulcse on the upper side. 
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A robust scarce species, of about two feet in height, a native of the soulli 
face of Dianas Peak. 

E. PuNiCA tjranatum. Willd. 2. 981. Pomegranate. 

E. Pyrus chiriensis. R. China pear ; they arc large, but vgry indifferent, 
E. Pyrus Mahis. WiUd. 2. 1016. The apple, and but few sorts on the 
island. 

E. Cydonia. Willd. 2. 1020. Quince. 

E. Quf,ucit% Robur. Willd. 4. 4o0. Common British oak. 

E. Ilex. Willd. 4. 433.' Evergreen oak. 

!<;. Siiber. Willd. 4. 433. Cork-tree. 

Ranuncui.us Indboms. Willd. 2. 1321. Bullcr-cups 
E. Raimianu.s satiinis. 3. 560. Radish 

E. Rhu.s Vepiix'. Willd. 1. 1497. One tree in the l)e|)uly Governor s 
gjuxlen. 

E. Ricinus communis. Willd. 4. 5M. Cojnmon Palma-Chri.sti. Grows 
luxuriantly. 

I. Roella angustifolia. R. 

Perennial, diffuse : branches long, slender and scabrous. Leaves^ 
alternate, sessile, linear-lanceolate, remotely and acutely gland-serrate- 
dcnticulate. Peduncles lateral, many times longer than the leaves, dicho- 
tomou.s, many flowered. 

Common in fissures of the rocks about Major Seal’s farm in Sandy Ray, 
where fogs prevail and the ihermonn'ter ranges from 60 to* 70. Is in seed 
and flower the whole year, d'he Jlowers are pure white, erect and pretty 
large. 1 think it would be an ornamental plant for the flower garden. 

1. Roei-la paniculata. R. 

Shrubby, erect, branchlets hairy. Leaves sparse, sessile, cuneate- 
lanceolar, serrulate, hairy. Panicles terminal, hairy. 

A slender upright shrub, with but few erect branches ; a native of the 
thick forests on the south face of Diana's Peak ; the jlowers are large and 
white. 
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I. IloELLA linifblia. R. 

Slirnbby, siibparasitic (on iJicksoma arhon'scens.) Leaves sparsq, 
sessile, mimerous, linear, smooth, very acutely scrrulale. Peduncles 
(raeenaes,) terminal ro’v-llovvered. 

A [iretty little ratnous (.lilluse al|>iiiO p!a.nt fi>niid on the. !,<.[> oi Sam/ 1 / Hay 
ridge, chieny on Dianas Pcah. hmvm crowded roiinc lh(' somewhat 
villous columnar 'I'he (lo\v<;rs white widi a tiniic ,.{ j»iuk, and 
highly oriKunental. 

Fios A frijihiiUa . K. ScaiuJotil., tcrjiaie- leaved, lar^e white 
ros(‘. 

1 ;^ i rnfi/n/fu, llllhl/'l. *07 L rose^ 

jiitfSCifsa l yUhL 2 h/7^ rose 

/ A IS . 1 1 7 ■'/ i' / 2 . 1 07 8 . 

Iv scinperflo/ ei/ s. i ] dliL 2. ]()74 

lii Brs' lt'illd.2. 1081 ^ 

wShriddiv. Leaves pinnate , leailels O or 7, ravely 8, ovate-cordate 
lucid, strongly ve ined, douldy serrate. Panicles lennireil. Sterns, branches, 
petioles and |H*duiicles aniied , tender shoots villous jim? hoary. 

Hranible the veraiacular mune on St. Helma, where it jiroves a most 
noxious plant : running ov(3r very hirj;e tracts of tin* best land, where tlie 
ra[>idit\ with wliicdi it ;^n)vvs to a muc h larger size than the common 
hraoihh^ oi‘ Europe (^ llulors /roJta lias liillu^rto ballled attem[)t to 

extirjiate it . Tlu' roofs gro>v to a great size, and every bit left in llie ground 
grows Steof scarce any : ^vha^ tlnax*. is, grows to be as thick as it maivs 
leg sometimes. Branches nmiuMons, Aery long and scarnlent. when tlieir 
apices rest on the ground lliey strike nuit rind prodnee other plants, as lu 
the other sjiecies o(‘ tliis genus : the younff shoots glauctais and downy 
the hark of tlu‘ old dark brown ; all are well armed with numerous reciurvcd 
prickles. Ijeaves altcTiiate, [aimiate, 6-12 inches long ; leaflets ovate and 
ovate-cordat(i, smooth, doubly serrate. Petioles and ribs armed. Stipoles 
petiolary, ensiform. Panicles termifiah with their peduncles and sulKbvi- 
sions armed and downy. Bractes like tin* slipules Calycnie segments 

T I 
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lanceolate, nearly twice the length of the ovate, pink petals, and they are 
ratlu'r longer than the stamina and styles. Berries in shape, size, and 
colour very like those of the I'onimon hramhlc, but scarce' so palatable. 

Some of tlie old inhabitants say it was brought originally from England 
for the common bramble of that country; others, and with greater proba- 
bility, say it was bronglit from the Cape of Good Hope. 

E. Ri'mkx vescicarins. Wtlld. 2. 2o(). Pladder sorrel, ami Acetosa, or 
corntnon .sorrel. 

I']. patientia. IVili.l. 2. 241t. and one or two spei'ies, which Dr. 

Roxburgh had not an opportunity of ascertaining. 

E. Rii I A tjraveolens. f Villd. 2. 512. Rue. 

E. Smax hahylonica. IVilld. A. (n\. AVeeping-willow, and two more 
unas:jertained species. 

E. Sascuauum officinarutn. JVilld. 1.321. Sugar-cane. 

I. Salsola salsa. Willd. 1. 1312. Common over the most barren parts 

of the island. 

E. Salvia officinalis. Willd. 120. Common Sage, and cor'cmca, scarli t 
Sage. 

E. Sam BiTcus nj^ra. Willd. 1. 1405. Common I'llder. 

E. Sansi;\ lEKA zeylamco. Wdld. 2. 150.' 

Iv ScVTALiA Litcln. see Gdrt. sern. 1.197. Z/t/c/u of China, a well-know n 
fruit. 

Iv Ijontjan. R. Lonyun, or Drayon’s-eye, J.he small round 

gr(‘y J/ilcfd. 

J. y Rainhootnn. R. Nephelium lappaceurn. Linn. Ramboolan 

of tlio Malays. 

E. Sknkcio ./(a‘i/5m. 1 1 «/.W. 3. 1007. t’ommon Rajr-wort. 

E. SiDA lanceiilata . ai.e unci ophylla. Willd. 'd. 73(1 and 730. 

E Siotsnia KiA onenudis. Willd. 3. 2210. A weed in gardens. 

E Soi.AM .M lid/erosuoi. Willd. 1. 1()33. Common Potaloe, several varieties. 

I'>. — Lycopersieuiu. Willd. 1. 1033. lAive-apjile. 

L. Psendo-capsicum. Willd.A. MA'Aa. Bastard Capsicum. 

h Sodumtum. Willd. 1. 1043. Black-spined Solanum. 
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E. SoLANiJM Jacqmnii. Willd. 1. 1041. 

K. nigrum. iVUld. \ Garden Solannm; ils leaves used 

as spillage. 

1. SoLiDAGo spuria. Willd. ii. 2053. Conyza Rugosa. Jit. Ke,w. 3. 184 

Arboreous. Leaves short -[)etioletl, cunealt'.-Ianeeolale, obtu.se, 
sorrale-denlate, tomentose underncalh. Cortpribs terminal (ultimately in 
the forks,) length of the leaves, niucli crowded. 

Bastard- Cahbagc~lree of the Islanders. On the tops of the highest 
mountains it grows to be a large, but inelegant tree. The wood close- 
grained, while and durable, but its chief u.se is for fuel. 

|. SoMDACO Leucodendron. 3. 2054 ? 

Arboreous, very ramous. Lojivcs sessile, cuneate-lanceolar, anterior 
margin serrate, smooth. Corymbs terminal, length of the leaves, many- 

t * 

flowered : flowers subcylindric : female florets 6- 10 in the ray, and 4-0 
herina[)hrodite in the centre. 

• Cnbhage~trec-gum-ictu)d the vernacular name on Sf. Helena, w'here it is 
indigenous on the mountains at tin elevation of. from 1500 to 2000 feet 
above the sea, and grows to be a pretty large, very ramous tree, its ultimate 
ramituaitions trichotomous, with dark brown bark, rendered scabrous by 
the numerous elevated scars of the fallen leaves. Leaves smoother and 
less clammy than in the other species. Corynd>s terminal, several together: 
peduncles - auA divisions cyliiidric anil smooth ; jimrers numerous, small and 
while, the female florets revolute ; bractes sidndatc ; scales of the calyx 
decrease so as to be very minute at the base. The wood used for fuel 
cliiefly. 

I. SoMDAdO integrifolia. K. 

Arboreous with far spreading branches and smooth glos.sy branchlets. 
Leaves sparse, approximate, sessile, cuneatc-lanceolate, obtuse, inlire, 
margins revolule, glossy above, while young slightly woolly underneath. 
Corymbs terminal, length of the leaves, very ramous and large 
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nia<ik^cahha{j(‘-frf‘(\* tlte vernacular nanu; ; on Sandy Bay ridge it grows 
to lie one of the largest, some say llic largest indigenous tree on the island ; 
the tnmk about 5-() feet in circii inference. ; the coma very ramous large and 
spreading ; white, hard and serviceable for various purposes, bill fuel 

chiefly. Flowers wiiitc, a|)pearing in ^•M\\VAT's, female florets 20-30 in’lhe 
ray: in the disk, aiid numerous; receptacle naked, convex: pappus 

hairy. Calyx svdicylindric, imbricated : scales nunterous, linear, acute. 

1 iSor.rnAGo cune folia. R. 

Arboreous. Leaves sessile, cuueilbrm, grossly serrate on llie 
anterior margins, very rugose (but scarce villous). Peduncles terminal, 
length ol'lhe leaves, few flowered ; hermaphrodite and female llorels about 

2 of each. 

He-tahltage-tree ol' the islanders. It grows to l>e a middle-sized tree 
its ultimate ramifications dichotomous : hark thereof olive- brown. Leaves 
less'crowded than in Lencadendron but larger, aiitcrior half deejily serrate : 
posterior half entire and taper much, all are very rugose, and villous under- 
neath. Peduncles terminal, simple and one-flowered, or soon divide into 
2, 3 or d long, slender, smooth, one-flowered pedicells: flowers white :* 
calyx cylindrie, &e. as in Leucodendron ; the female florets are nearly as 
numerous as the hermaphrodite, laneeolar, ajiices 3-denlale, spreading at 
first, but by age become revolute. 

1. Soul) AGO rotundifolia. K. 

Arboreous. Leaves alti;rnatc, long-petioled, from oval to subrotuud. 
serrate-dentate, smooth, o hile young .shining witli clammy varnish. Pani- 
cles terminal, spreading, i 'iigth of the leaves, very ramous and subrotund. 

A native o( the h( igid> ui’ St. Helena, w here it is called Bastard (jlum~ 
Mood lyy .some, iind ('ohhaye-treehy o\\\e,Ys. On the hills and mountains 
it grows to be a tree of about 20 feet in lieight, with a crooked trnrdi w'hich 
is thick in proportion to the size of the tree ; its hark anil that of the 
branches almost black, but pretty siir.'joth, except for the numerous scars 
W hite-wood-cabbuge-trcc, see Bidtns arhojca. 
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leit by llio (Jecayed leaves. Wood Avliite, liiird and durable. IMwfes 
clianiielled, iieaidy as Ions' as I lie braves. Panieb's iermirial when *lliey 
first a|»[>eiir, but by the growth 0 ( 2 (»r 3 branehlets fiorn the ajicx of tlie 
twis’ ihev ^oon stand in the fork thereof ', tliis is the s'cneral haliilofall 
those siptfjciiesioiift triics ibiind, iiy me, on this i.^lai!:]. Flowors numerous, 
sinail and wliite, 3-10 ligidali; revolnie fimiale Jhrds in tlie ray, and 7-8 
tubular male in the disk. 

SoN’<'Hi'.s olcrnrcus anti Itirtls. CoMiiiioti sow-thistles. 

Iv iSi>\KTn;M /?.'»een>n. I Iv/W. 3. IJroom. 

1 . 81 * 11 , .xNTiins filrnndra. R. 

►Shrubliv. licavcs o|)|)osite, short-pclioled, oblong, serrate, convex, 
retieulale undernealli. Peduncles Jixillury, solitary, 1, rarely 2-flowered, 
braeled : Honvts letrandrons. 

lndie;enous on the mountains, wdiere il grows to be 4-5 fi'Ot high. 

f • 

I'i Si’i.VAci.A o/e,''nee«. DVA/. I. 7f»(!. Common SpiinKjc. 

M. vSeiU/i^A vtt rynihosa , R. A [ireUy Cihina shrub, alreaily described by 
Dr. Roxiaii'g'h. 

1:). Swic rcM.x Mahotjont. f Vdld.2. 651 . Makoyaiiy free introduced from 
the Botanic Carden at CalcnUu. 

j,’ — ^ Jehri/'iiya. R. J'iast India Fever-liiirk tree. 

t-j. SvKi.vo A vidyaris. W'dld. 1. Common Lilac. 

I'k 'r\( 5 i/ri',s puluht ami ernio. WUld. 3. 2l2(i. Frmirh and African 
Maryyold. 

L 3\\MAKiNm s indico. Ji illil. 3. 577. Tamarind-tree. 

E. Taxi s e/otti/fl/rt. lt ilid. i.H51. Cape (>f Good Hope Yeir. 

!<’ chincnsis. R. ('liiiia Yew. 

Iv Tkc'I'ona yraiidis. IVilld. 1. 1088. 'Feak-tree. 

E. Tkkmi.vai.iv Catnppa. ]Vdld. 4. 967. An elegant and useful largo 
tree. 

E, Te’I’rantheka niacrophylla. R.JIroughtfrom Bengal by Dr. Ro.xburgh. 

being the Ibod of the Moyadooty silk-worm. 

Iv Thea Tea. Saw one or two stunted |)lants in the Covernor’s garden. 
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E. TnvjA orientalis. Willd. 4. 508. Chinese Arbor-vitar;. 

E. mpressoides. WiUd. 4. 510. Africini Arbor-vitte. 

E. Thyiwu.s vtdijaris. Willd. 3. 189. Common I’livine. 

E. Traoescantia discolor. Willd. 2. 18. Purple-leaved Trallescantie. 

E. Triohosanthes f'Et/W. 4. 598, Snake-<yourd. 

E. Trifolium. ('lover. Several .sorlis have been repeatedly tried, but 
with little success : in some places a little white’clover is seen pjrow- 
ino; amongst the grass in gardens. 

t 

E. Tkiticum (estiimni, and hybernum. Summer and Winter wheal. 

E. Troi’/EOi.um majus. Willd. 2. 298. Indian-ercss. 

E. Ueex europeus. Willd. 8. 909. Common-whin. 

E. Uemes virynta. R. A small tree from China. 

E. Urtica tenacissima. R. ('alvoje of the Malays, from the fibres of its 
bark the China-yrass cloth is nnu.le. 

E. \\ci>\ Falui. Willd. 4. I \\l. Garden-bean. 

E. Vinca rosea. Willd. 1. 1233. Rosy Periwinkle. 

E. \ ms vinifera. Willd. 1. 1180. Grape-vine. 

E. Vofc’.vAMERiA inermis. See Clerodendrutn. 

E. Vioi.A tricolor. Willd. 1. 1168. Pansy. 

E. Zea Mays. Willd. 4. 200. Indian-corn, is common in gardens, but 
does not seem to make any thing like a profitable field-cro[». 

E. Zamia, one small |)lant of an uncertain species in the public nursery. 
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/Ihstract of the Populntioit and Caltlo on ihv Island of St, Ilokna from the 
year l(i83 to 1733 ; exlracted from the Records. 


Year, i , . ' Total Cattle. 

1 Ilham tants. 


1683 1 

490 

■ not ascertained. 

•714 i 

832 

964 

1716 

«55 

1368 

* 7*7 

833 

; 1689 

1719 

801 

1765 

1720 

not ascertained. 

1 S 63 

1721 

«34 

i * 7 ** 

1722 

800 

, *554 

1724 

788 

; 727 I 

' *733 

i ^ 4 ® 

1854 


List of the Popidation f 6_'a(de^ Free and Lease Lands from the year 1769 
to 1812, at intervals of Jive years. 


WHITES. 




BLACKS. 


CATTLE. 


LANDS. 


P 3 !i 


o 
! U 


E 

i kJ 


0 


l» 774 :| 

1*779.; 

:>784'i 

;'7«9.! 


. 5.1 

46 

4*1 

5<'i 

4^1 

48 

7 


U 




I ^ i 

00 PQ I 




,0 

r< 




QJ 


o 

h 


92; y6 
too 
105 
1081 


97 

9*i 97 

96 ] 92 . 
97j*o3k52 
102 I 971145 
1 C 4 : 95 I 142 
3 jio 8 .io 5 150 
I 2 I 105:163 476 
153 !! 38^200 


1*794 
i* 799 ; 

‘ 1803 : 

1804 !; 

1809 i 

i 8 i 2 !'iioli 32 !i 47 !i 73 ls 82 


i Acres. Acres. Acres. 

334;,27i;i7o'i69jUi| 721 1055 i47j847 584 447I230 241! 741*47^' ^>^“51 ;4405J: 

;i77 2i4 i44 b'i9iii49!43i787625j237|23) 2 - ' - "’ 


40 ; 931 ^ 25 ^ 2 ^° 5 i 23 i 6 f 452 i| 
622 30 o|i 8 oii 94 155 , 2b,i<i2^ 2205 I 2376 I 4381 I 
I636 4I lU I );263 2491 49!! 864 2205^2427 4632J 

. . 77<!S5lk7.)!23^^-'*^|''''r'^k2205,!;'2543i4748|. 

1439 272 279 240. 1 230 1 1622 4814943671 891164^ ,(.31 1411219 2205,' 25844 4789I 
11405 268 327,2574257 ii645;44!9i.i 72912001268.297:104:2553 2205^. 279114997 
i383;22027o'2544i27|i563,|— — : — ; — I ~ | — 

I386I213 276 2654 i4o,ji6i6i45|8oj 5934 99:262 239' 63I2202 22051 2902,5-5108 


330 ' 284 : 

3 34 . 346: 200 299 163 9 1 8,4 2 5 2 47 
35°i 377^207 24‘'*764 ooi ^*35'ii+5 
388 , 451:278 279 2 i 7 'i 225 110131501 
392 
388 

+361 


59 * 


386 : 277:279 2574 i 99 j!i 79 oi 47 846717:178 
337;*39;3I5 259 11301^732! .36 543 407; 86 


194217 ; 964295 .' 220593766459725 , 
201 133 88:1 494 2205 f 37 99160 05 *' 


KliMARKs. — Tlie I'lirlhev iinporlaliun of slavo.s was interdicted by the 
Court of Directors in 17!J2; and jifrinission granted to asy person (0 

^ "l'lu‘ Civil and Military Establialiraeiits, and the Fjec Illacks, and Coinpaii} ’.s Slavct, ate 
not included. 
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Jiianuinisc, or set free, any slave or slaves, on condition that they should not 
become burtliensornc to the parish. 

At that ])eriod, the number of slaves (men, women, and children) be- 
longing to individuals was 129i?. Not having any record of tli,e Company’s 
slaves and free blacks, prior to ISO-?, I cannot gi\(‘ a correct view of the 
increase of black population since 1792. 1 am, however, enabled to shew, 

that there has been an incmisc since 1803. I’his.Ks, in fact, the most 
accurate j>cr:.jd to. begin with, becau.se, in 1802 the progress of poptdalion 
received a check, by a mortality of about 160, occasioned t*\ tlu! measles. 
Beginning then at 1803, the increase of black ]>opulation will be seen by 
the following comparison. 


In 1803, slaves (men, women and children) belonging 

to indi\ idnals 

1127 

Company’s slaves _ - _ . 

- Free blacks _ - ■ - 


81 

331 


Total 

1539 

In 1812, slaves belonging to individuals 

* 

1150 

Com|)any’s slaves _ . - 

Free black.s _ _ - - 

• - 

89 

448 

* 

I’otal 

1687 

Dilference, or increase, in nine years. 

- 

148 


This is perhaps as correct a view as can be made, in any placi' or island, 
of the change that has taken place in the number (d' inhabitants ; because 
not more than two or three instances have occurred ( f sutdracling bv deser- 
tion or removal, and none of adding, by the import of foreign Idacks, within 
this j)eriod of nine years. 

Chinese labourers w, re first introduced in 1810, Three years afterwards 
there were 270 able men, 'I’lie government of the i.sland vv(;re .so well 
satisfied of their utility that it was resolved to augment the establishment 
to 400. Some account of their employments, pay, &c. is given in p. 186. 
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The larg'est produce. of Corn obtaiiicil at the Company’s farms, in 1814, 
was as follows : , . 

1 1 acres of Cn|)e barley yielded 09 bushels per acrc^. 

ditto Cape wheat - , - 52 - - ditto 
5 ditto Barley wheat - - 10 - - ditto 
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IjLu of Sevanty-Mx (liferent Species of Fish (it St. llelenu. 


Whale 

Mackarel 

Soldier 

Hog, 2 sorts 

Ground Shark 

.Stone -lirass 

Bastard ditto 

Cod 

Shovel- 1 , .yse ditto 

(hnining 

Barracoota 

Dc'vil 

Dog ditto 

Flying 

Pyk(' 

l.ather-coat 

Mackarel ditto 

lVoo|>er 

Sword 

Bream 

Sun 

Green, 2 sorts 

'I'hrasher ' 

Snake 

Alliicore 

Old Wife 

1 Kingson 

Beard 

()r|)oise 

Silver 

j 

'Sand S|)ear 

,Ser|)ent 

Bottle-no.s(;d ditto 

Five-linger 

■ Rock ditto 

Flounder 

\V hite (,’onger 

Gurnet 

I Trunijjet 

Stri|)ed 

Red ditto 

Mullets, 3 sorts 

Sole 

Parrot 

S|)eckled ditto 

Bnll's-eyps, 3 ditto 

Cat 

Fel, 2 sorts 

Green ditto 

acks, 2 ditto , 

Flying ditto 

1 Shrimp 

Yellow-tail 

Cavally Pilot | 

Sue kin 

Turtle 

Cavally 

Bon nett a 

Lanthorn 

Craw 

Coal ‘ 

1 Dolphin 

Rock 

Stump Is 

Bastard ditto 

1 Pilot 

Bottle 

Long-legs /fi 


Remarks. — Whales in great numbers gen<4ally appear in August, and 
remain about lliree months, If« during the period of their stay, a few expert 
fishermen were employed, a considerable number might be. killed every 

Uu 
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year. The species which frequents St. Plelena is, by the South Sea whalers, 
called the “ Race-hors«.” They yield about five tons of oil. 

V Albacorc, congers, cavally, mackarcl, old-wives, }>uirs-eyes, jacks, and 
soldiers, are most commonly taken and used. The coal-fish resembles a 
salmon both in shape and flavour ; but are very rare. Tlv; yellow-tail and 
dolphin, which are also scarce, ,are remarkably I’at ‘and delicious at St. 
Helena ; fdthough when taken at a distance froVn lAnd they are insipid, and 
coarse. The shell-fish called stumps and long-legs, resemble the lob.ster 
in taste and col'our. Turtle ^veighing from 3 to 500 pounds are frequently 
caught. 

With so great a variety of fish, there is no doubt, that the establishinent 
of a proper fishery would be of vast advantage to the island. Hitherto the 
only mode of fishing practised is with hook and line. 
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